[image: image1.png]@



[image: image144.jpg]


[image: image145.jpg]


[image: image146.jpg]


[image: image2.png]@



[image: image3.png]@



[image: image4.jpg]




[image: image5.png]@



[image: image6.png]@



[image: image7.png]@



[image: image8.jpg]




[image: image9.png]@



[image: image10.png]@



[image: image11.png]@



[image: image12.jpg]




[image: image13.png]@



[image: image14.png]@



[image: image15.png]@



[image: image16.jpg]




[image: image17.png]@



[image: image18.png]@



[image: image19.png]@



[image: image20.jpg]




[image: image21.png]@



[image: image22.png]@



[image: image23.png]@



[image: image24.jpg]




[image: image25.png]@



[image: image26.png]@



[image: image27.png]@



[image: image28.jpg]




[image: image29.png]@





[image: image30.png]@



[image: image31.png]@



[image: image32.png]@



[image: image33.jpg]




[image: image34.jpg]




[image: image35.png]@



[image: image36.png]@



[image: image37.png]@



[image: image38.jpg]




[image: image39.png]@



[image: image40.png]@



[image: image41.png]@



[image: image42.jpg]




[image: image43.png]@



[image: image44.png]@



[image: image45.png]@



[image: image46.jpg]




[image: image47.png]@



[image: image48.png]@



[image: image49.png]@



[image: image50.jpg]




[image: image51.png]@



[image: image52.png]@



[image: image53.png]@



[image: image54.jpg]




[image: image55.png]@



[image: image56.png]@



[image: image57.png]@



[image: image58.jpg]




[image: image59.png]@



[image: image60.png]@



[image: image61.png]@



[image: image62.jpg]




[image: image63.png]@





[image: image64.png]@



[image: image65.png]@



[image: image66.png]@



[image: image67.jpg]




[image: image68.jpg]




[image: image69.png]@



[image: image70.png]@



[image: image71.png]@



[image: image72.jpg]




[image: image73.png]@



[image: image74.png]@



[image: image75.png]@



[image: image76.jpg]




[image: image77.png]@



[image: image78.png]@



[image: image79.png]@



[image: image80.jpg]




[image: image81.png]@



[image: image82.png]@



[image: image83.png]@



[image: image84.jpg]




[image: image85.png]@



[image: image86.png]@



[image: image87.png]@



[image: image88.jpg]




[image: image89.png]@



[image: image90.png]@



[image: image91.png]@



[image: image92.jpg]




[image: image93.png]@



[image: image94.png]@



[image: image95.png]@



[image: image96.jpg]




[image: image97.png]@





[image: image98.png]@



[image: image99.png]@



[image: image100.png]@



[image: image101.jpg]




[image: image102.jpg]




[image: image103.png]@



[image: image104.png]@



[image: image105.png]@



[image: image106.jpg]




[image: image107.png]@



[image: image108.png]@



[image: image109.png]@



[image: image110.jpg]




[image: image111.png]@



[image: image112.png]@



[image: image113.png]@



[image: image114.jpg]




[image: image115.png]@



[image: image116.png]@



[image: image117.png]@



[image: image118.jpg]




[image: image119.png]@



[image: image120.png]@



[image: image121.png]@



[image: image122.jpg]




[image: image123.png]@



[image: image124.png]@



[image: image125.png]@



[image: image126.jpg]





[image: image127.png]@



[image: image128.png]@



[image: image129.png]@



[image: image130.jpg]





[image: image131.png]@





[image: image132.png]@







[image: image133.png]@



[image: image134.png]@



[image: image135.png]@



[image: image136.jpg]













[image: image137.png]@
















[image: image138.png]@









[image: image139.png]@









[image: image140.png]@



[image: image141.png]@



[image: image142.png]@



[image: image143.jpg]






















Luke 12





Below is merely a truncated understanding Graeme and his wife Vel have read [and believe] of Luke, the beloved Physician’s carefully recorded independent assessment of Jesus’ message regarding the meaning of the soul, life, wealth and treasures, death, anxiety; and Life which emanated from God in His relationship with believers. The Lord showed strong human sympathies for all mankind and generously invited the crowds and His disciples into the fullness and experience of His Father of Life Whom He insisted was the peace and comfort of their souls. Mere knowledge alone of the Triune God while admirable was however akin to legalistically placing a veil over one’s understanding. Jesus wanted true believers to “show their colours for the Lord” and stoutly counselled against a laissez faire attitude in their precious life. The soul is described in Hebrew as “nēpeš” which inter alia1 denoted “possessing life”, was identified with the “life-blood, the seat of appetite, source of emotion, a person with a will and moral action, the self (pronominal suffix)”. Of particular interest was Jesus’ revelation that “[F]ather had the power to decide where the soul goes once it has left this earth”. The Hebrew word for “life” was “hayyĭm” and its primary meaning “that which moves”, however it was also2 taken to mean “light, gladness, fullness and order”. Regarding the word “treasure” the Hebrew “sēgullă” is taken to mean “the King’s possessions” a word which interestingly was used exclusively to describe “God’s very own people Israel”. Possessions in themselves were not a negative issue [for if we had no possessions how then might we assist others or even differentiate one of high standing and act accordingly?]. It was the Christian’s one-dimensional reliance upon only the treasures, awards and bonuses that presented as too narrow - Jesus in His teachings urged - we must think outside the box and instead fasten our eyes upon a higher One, the Creator of heaven and earth Who is interested in helping to provide what we need, as well as guiding us in its continuing usage.  Jesus expressly challenged people to replace “anxiety” with trust in the Father and His overflowing bounty and goodwill – beneficium - an “advantage” which is alive with the breath of Father in heaven and flowed not only into the believer’s life but extended powerfully outwards onto the lives of others – a tenet which Christ repeatedly taught had impact and accrued to the believer at higher levels within the Kingdom of God.  ANY PERSON is welcome to have a relationship with the Father, through Jesus Christ His Son, if you pray for Salvation.   








Footnotes


1	Nu 21:5; Job 20:25; Lev 7:21; Gen 49:6; Judges 16:16; Gen 35:18 and Lk 12:5


2	Gen 7:21; Ps 27:1; Job 33:25; Deut 30:15;  Ro 8:29
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Luke 11





Below is an unmeretricious discussion on Luke 11 in the Christian Bible which Graeme and his wife Vel truly believe.  Romans 2:12-14 stated that the law of God was natively inscribed upon the believers’ hearts. We are set free from bonds that bind us to the Mosaic law as the way of acceptance to God, the law that pronounced its curse upon those who disobeyed it was powerless against the Christian believer therefore the way was thus open to walk away from human merit and into the Grace of God, something which Jesus illustrated in the seating arrangement at the wedding, that the “great in their own eyes” sought the best seats in the house.  Father’s Grace, mercy and justice were the foundational pillars of our faith whose principles were emphasised kerygmatically by Christ in Luke 10 and 11.  Justice was a key stipulation in the Kingdom of heaven over a broad front and its objective was to promote kindness to all - even the undeserving. The Hebrew word “qamtî” denotes justice as “I arose” [Judges 5:12].  The true believer should let justice, equity, fair play, declaring another’s rights on their behalf, be the rule that guided as he or she lived up to the terms of the agreement of Life in Christ. The Word of God envisaged justice as “a walkable path” and God acted in harmony with His own standard, relevant to His plan, perfect and right. The true believer was expected to be just and blameless even to Christians who struggled to sometimes believe they were justified however they ought to remember God is infinitely patient and longsuffering with all of His children]. Justice bore the sound of the Lord’s triumph at the highest level and this was revealed to us through His servant Debra, a Judge [Judges 5:11] according to biblical recordal. The impact of justice in a world filled with widows, the poor, those orphaned - all who were utterly dependant upon the kindness of a stranger - was that they would see the mercy of the Lord, be blessed and strengthened in their souls while the just “shall be like the sun in full strength”.  We keep in mind justice defined would also mean attending to the needs of the Church. Protection was afforded if we thus aligned ourselves with God’s desire for justice and in addition believers were further cautioned against non-equitous behaviour. ANY PERSON is welcome to believe in Christ and His teaching if they so wish.  ANY PERSON may turn to God to liberate them from their sins, ask Jesus to save you and His Grace answers you where you are.
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Mark 13





Below is merely a tranche of text which Graeme and his wife Vel have read together and believe in. From the Mt. of Olives one can see the entire Jerusalem and it was from this vantage point that Jesus spoke about the architecture of the Temple Herod had remodeled and rebuilt which had stood for nearly 500 years since the days of Ezra1 and was only completely finished AD 642. Jesus accurately predicted its downfall and many other happenings in the near future not excluding events even further away without attempting to arrange them chronologcially.  Many predictions made by Christ we believe have not been fulfilled - nevertheless our Saviour warned about the future in order for us to learn how to live in the present.  The purpose of Jesus’ teachings and warnings was to entrench the faith of those, shakey and uncertain and to assist further in the believers being prepared at all times. God our Heavenly Father has an uninterrupted prescription running in which to fulfill His plan for Christ’s return and with all the best will in the world no-one could, within the scope of ordinary knowledge predict any precise times although some might attempt self-nomination as a type of false Messiah and trigger people into false theology which will not last, seeing that Christ Himself was not in it3 . The Bible envisaged the proper approach for dealing with “coming times” was to Spiritual alertness, and laid out the following theology - Yahweh is the Lord of Covenant, the God of History, able to save; and the “Israelites” were His people, His Son Christians believed in via the New Covenant for their lives. Both required an obligation to love, obey, worship and serve exclusively One Master. Our worship was based on love and personal devotion, consolidated to Two Commandments where Israel served God under a carefully defined system of The Ten Commandments. We believe God the Father sent Jesus as His own anointed Son, who taught the Word of Life and was the actual breathing text, Who suffered punishment under the law as purposed by God. The structure of theology remained, social and religious backgrounds remained, the central Sanctuary remained, dates of events remained, Christians on the one hand are witnesses to Christ, while on the other hand the two Witnesses to the Jewish people is an event in the future that Christ prophesied4. Regarding the Abomination of Desolation5 Daniel spoke of, this interpreted as the “horror of being emptied of God’s Presence” and three Hebrew words were translated thus – piggûl used of sacrificial flesh left too long;  šiqqŭs used of customs derived from idolatry; tŏ ‘ēbă was the most important word of the group that denoted that which offends religious susceptibilities, for example when Ahaz burned his son as an “offering” to the Lord6.





Footnotes


1	Ezra 6:14,15


2	Later to be destroyed A.D. 70.


3	Acts 5:36-39


4	Dan 9:27;  11:31; 12:11


5	Lev 7:18;  


6	2 Kings 23
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Luke 5:12-15, Luke 6,7





Graeme and his wife Vel read the historical context and background of Luke 5:12-15 and while this can hardly be described as an interpretation, they were found in research of the word “leprosy” that indicated an infection by “Mycobacterium Leprae”, the Hebrew “sara’at” interpreted primarily as describing ritualistic uncleanliness or defilement characterised by the presence of coloured patches on the dermis. Other categories of words linked with leprosy inter alia were – discolouration, skin disease, depigmentation, dermatitis as leprosy destroyed nerve endings and in addition lepers unknowingly injured themselves on their hands, arms, toes and noses. The therapeutics of ancient times were of general terms which procured for the leper scant assistance since as a disease, leprosy was a social disaster with sudden sharp consequences which precluded the leper from human society due to the disease’s contagious nature. The impact of this was that a stigma of imputed fear and fault attached to the actual leper – a moral spot and stain extremely difficult to shake off as spiritual and physical malaise and oppression presented. Our Lord Jesus instantly recognised the leper’s position as “an enemy has done this” and in place of standing helplessly by, Jesus directly and with specific purpose engaged in a conversation with the sick man importuning his willingess to be whole and with a striking interposition of divine power1 touched him, healing his skin and nerve endings and myelin of the hideously shocking patches of pain. Jesus further counselled the healed leper to respect the clergy, go show himself cleared of disease and uncleanness to his Rabbi and in addition present an offering for being ritually whole again.





Footnote


1	Jesus in Luke 5:18-24 healed miraculously.


	 








The Roman Centurion’s Servant





As opposed to being a ‘hard-pressed struggling figure in authority’ the Roman Centurion was an extension of the Roman Imperium whose sovereign authority was entrusted by the Roman people to its elected Magistrates via lex curiata. The Centurion enjoyed rank and superiority and was a man who completely embraced every form of executive power - religious, military, judicial, legislative and electoral, who had negotiated his rights and privileges upon commencement of his own duties.  The legal restriction of his operation was confined to a particular provencia where he was responsible in his sphere of duty for the control of military strength and public order. The people implored Jesus to attend to the Centurion’s request for healing for his servant as  “he loves our nation and has built us a Synagogue”. 





The lodestar of the account was the actual route the Roman Centurions’s vicarious faith took, following which Christ’s exclamation that it was “preternatural and a wonderful thing” and concerning which the Saviour answered and healed the servant.
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Bible Readings Graeme & Vel Fraser - 2015.                 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1)





Graeme and Vel continue to commit to Bible Readings 2015 with the purpose of following Christ’s teachings through the New Testament.


As Christians Graeme and Vel passionately believe in the Scriptures that specifically provide for the children of Israel - “God is able to graft Israel in again”; “all Israel will be saved according to the Father’s Covenant with Israel”; “[W]here once we were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel..but now in Christ Jesus we are reconciled Jew and Christian in one body through the Cross and through Christ we have access by one Spirit to the Father”;  “We are being built together, a holy temple for the Lord”; “Christians must be grateful and careful” (Ro 11:20-36; Eph 2:12-22 summarised in no particular order.) The effects of the above lead Graeme and Vel as one to say resoundingly “Blessed be all Jewish families around the world..”and in addition we bless our Christian fellowship families around the world leaving the door open to ANY PERSON who might wish to truthfully believe in Jesus Christ. 
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Graeme and Vel continue to read the Bible, New Testament and acknowledge Luke 5 conceding that this reading is but an abridgement and not the total welter of biblical study. Five true stories are cited - the fishermen Jesus non-discriminately called to assist Him in His ministry, the social ramifications of leprosy, the impact a friend’s honest belief had over their sick friend, a happy tax man’s reception for his friends, and the companionless place Jesus chose to conjoin with the Everlasting Father. 





A fisherman’s life in the ancient date was strenuous, rough with some raw language. Jesus cared deeply about a fisherman’s day-to-day routine, their frailties and disappointments. The Sea of Galilee contained apparantely a bounteous supply of fish – a witness to the blessing of the kingdom of Glory. The ‘Fishgate’ in Jerusalem was a place where fish were sorted clean from unclean, marketed and retailed; and fishing at night was not unusual for in the day the fishermen themselves waded into the shallow waters with their nets and weights. The boats the fisherman used were small unlike the bigger war vessels which were known as “galley with oars”. The fisherman were tired after fishing all night and had enjoyed no success. Jesus met them at their level and re-routed them to revert to the deep and let their nets down for a catch with the outcome that a significant quantum of fish were caught. The fishermen did not become enmeshed in evolved mystique but rather recognised their own frailties [trying their hardest to catch fish all night] and sin [Peter’s outright confession “I am a sinful man” and thus unworthy of gaining from Christ’s Presence]. 





Furthermore, Peter’s revelation as to the identity of Christ had emanated from The Father1 and Jesus would have been well aware of the fact. Jesus lovingly called the fishermen to Himself and they followed.  ANY PERSON may acknowledge Jesus as Saviour; which means that past issues may now be left behind and a new fresh devotion to the Master would be evident.     








Footnote


1	Matthew 16:17 provides it was the Father Who revealed Christ to us.
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to read, and believe wholly the text of Luke 13 remains prescriptive for the true believer. A fig tree in the ancient date was slow growing, demanded years of patient labour, the flowers appeared first, then fruit which was protected by extraordinarily large green leaves. Figs were a symbolic sign of a long continued life, well-being, prosperity, peace, divine favour and even prophetic warnings from God. Alongside figs were grown pomegranates and/or vines1. Pollination of the female fig came from the fig-wasp which had its life history inside inedible male caprifigs. Our Lord Jesus mentions that growing amongst the vines was a fig tree which was in disarray and unproductive. The owner of the vineyard, upon the undertaking of the patient “husbandman”2 decided to be merciful and afford the tree another chance requiring further attention in order for the tree to produce its energizing fruit. It was not the first time the owner had expected fruit from the tree but the third time and unless the fig tree had something to show in line with the Master’s objectives the order might be given to cut it down and therefore have no wastage. Receiving “special treatment” from God we understand in our reflection of what God was saying would mean that while it was wonderful to be blessed by God, one must remember God’s purpose for ‘bearing fruit’ was so that others might also be blessed. Jesus inter alia talked about the Kingdom of God as likened to a small mustard seed.  The mustard tree itself while slow growing produced miniscule seeds yet later on at full growth makes an enormous impact in that even the birds of the air may reliably take refuge in it so widespread was its foliage. The process of growth within the mustard seeds was slow, hidden, silent, mysterious, all pervading and had a transforming action similar to the Kingdom of God. Jesus referred to the word “leaven” as being alike to God’s Kingdom. The meaning of the word is reflected in its distinctive role in the “baking of bread” where a baker used the proper approach and had enough time to wait for the leaven to spread and mix throughout the dough before he or she baked the loaf. Significant we believe was the nexus between “leaven” and God’s Kingdom – it was the very nature of the Kingdom of God to spread, merge, proliferate. The honest believer was nurtured, indemnified, assimilated, registered in heaven in the Name of Christ and all for the sole purpose of acting according to criteria laid down by our Father in heaven in His authentic revised plan for mankind. ANY PERSON may call upon the name of Jesus to be saved and in turn you may pray for others to receive Jesus Christ as Saviour however they need to pray for their own Salvation.   


 





Footnotes


1	1 Kings 4:25


2	Prov 12:27b, a diligent man makes good use of everything he finds.
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Graeme and Vel read from Luke 14 consensus ad idem. Our Saviour Jesus Christ enlightened the true believer to certain contrasting patterns perceived from the lives of many people He’d met, where some were self-effacing, others displayed arrogance and it was pointed out, the former was better. In terms of “giving” it was for the true believer to “give where there was no hope of kindness being reciprocated”, nor a reward tendered outright on earth. We are assured blessings flow from the Throne of Our Father in heaven if we abide in Him the Lord Jesus. In Christ the true believer was delivered from the puffed up hierarchy of worldly pride, family pride, self-nomination and the gamut of things that constrained and confined them - to obey the call “[c]lothe yourself with the cloak of the measurement of less”. Humility was of great significance at around 4000 B.C. to around AD 26 and uppermost in the Christian’s world in that it sprang from the very character of God Himself1 and was praised wherever it was presented in the Old Testament2. The condition of low estate might be brought on by judgment of God3 or one might emulate the attitude of Christ or it is also possible to portray a pseudo-humility in order to appear pious.  It was from the Hebrew Children that the topic “knowledge” was contemplated. The ‘Habiru’, known in earliest antiquity as primarily concerned with life in its dynamic process who therefore viewed knowledge as an entry into a relationship with the experienced world that made demands not only on man’s/woman’s understanding but also upon their will, directly. The Hebrew word for ‘knowing’ was “yāda” that spoke of knowing within various fields such as - grief, God’s might, vengeance, intimate husband and wife relationship, a man e.g. one’s brother or woman as one’s sister.  Mere knowledge of God’s existence carried with it the possibility where one “took it for granted” and “refused to acknowledge God’s claims”. However to ‘know’ God meant to instantly recognise Him [as we will when our King comes to those He knows are His own”  and His attributes as the Sovereign Lord Who makes demands on man’s obedience and especially upon those with whom He made Covenant. To ‘know’ His holiness and loving-kindness emanated from real experience with the Lord and the criterion of obedience to His will, exacted, indemnified each believer through Christ’s Grace significantly poured out with the objective of forgiveness and restoration when one erred.  This was the period of Grace and the entire process was called “coming to a knowledge of the truth”6 addressed by Paul, a Hebrew teacher to the Gentiles, that sprung from his committal to the historic Christ who stated we needed no revelation other than that of Christ.  ANY PERSON may commence a relationship with God the Father through prayers to Jesus Christ to be saved and by their experience further in knowing God in all the fullness of Christ. 





Footnotes


1	Ps 113:5-6


2	Prov 15:33


3	Mtt 23:12


4	Phil 2:8


5	1 Sa 2:12


6	1 Tim 2:4
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Luke 18. While this is hardly purported to be an exhaustive study, Graeme and Veldra understand Jesus’ words about prayer are meant to urge and strengthen the true believer including those whose expectations have waned and whose confidence is not as “ready” as previously experienced. A righteous person walks the way of righteousness seeing the way as being “better or the best”. Christ laid down the conditions for effective prayer1 exhorting his followers to be as trusting as a child in their communication2 with a personal God. The Saviour in whose Name we always pray was the complete satisfaction of Father in heaven’s plans and takes pride of place in a believer’s prayers. Prayer is a personal acceptance of divine will and while Jesus continually attested to the authority and relevance of the Law of Moses and the Prophets, the action of prayer is not anachronistic nor is it senescent. The process of prayer throughout a believer’s life develops and deepens the faith, builds character and resolve, intensifies levels of faith and the impact of prayer upon the believer is one of hope.  The Bible provides that every detail of a praying believer’s life contributes to the accomplishment of the divine will3 where the one-in-Christ is most perfectly “heard”. Prayer is of such import that Jesus enlightened the believer to a principle that exists up to the end of the age namely that prayer has a direct link to a believer’s personal faith4. Prayer cannot be replaced by devout works (although provision is made for charity), and prayer is not a ‘secret mystical work’ but rather a proper spiritually informed response of a person saved by Grace to the Living God Who answers on the basis of Christ’s finished work. It is interesting that the record later in the chapter depicts a blind man5 who was healed with sight by Jesus yet the blind man had “sight” already - he called out for “Jesus, Son of David” which arrested Jesus’ attention as the salutation referenced to Him as “Jesus” as well as provided the integral connection to the Old Testament Coded name “Son of David”. We think the blind man “saw more” than those with sight and Scripture revealed there was rejoicing thereafter and praises towards God Almighty. ANY PERSON may pray to God [always in Jesus name] if they so choose to believe. 








Footnotes


1	Lk 18:17; James 5:16 


2	Mtt 24 and 25


3	Lk 18:6


4	Lk 18:8, Mtt 13:39(b)


5	Lk 18:38-43
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While reading the chapter of Luke 19 Graeme and Veldra succumb to the opportunity to praise our heavenly Father for His magnificent plan for mankind to have access to Him through Jesus the Lord’s obedience. We reflect positively on the words of our Saviour taught inter alia that referenced praise.  The Bible was punctuated wholly with outbursts of spontaneous praise to Lord God and the Word showed us that He took pleasure and delight in His works of creation1 and moreover, particularly when He was thanked and praised. Father’s purpose determind the believer would joyously praise Him and that it was Jesus His only Son, who was able to establish His kingdom upon the earth - the single greatest cause for celebration that Father opened up the heavens and rained down blessings upon honest believers which was an illustration of a foretaste of glory divine. Praise arises from the sheer joy2 of the Presence of God as the believer’s eyes fastened upon all that He is and gave His people, in love and faith that they were enabled to respond in return. He is God of the Living, Ruler of heaven and earth; Jesus is the Lord of Life, in Him is found no death but abundant ever-flowing Life. With cheerful hearts we give thanks to God regarding the deliverance He has shown us. As the Life of Christ3, breathed within us via the Third Person of the Trinity, we respond with appropriate understanding and appreciation of the goodness, power and loving care or our Saviour and our Father in heaven. The Psalms composed by King David and various others depicted a perfect picture of formal praise and many hymns of thanksgiving as King David employed very elaborate measures in song to testify and show sufficient evidence of the deliverance of God in many difficult and trying circumstances. David illustrated how true believers might praise - not at arms length but from a heart that was humble and praised God at every opportunity. A sacrifice of praise was clearly a delight to the Lord who understood the actual moment it took to praise Him in sincerity, as a self-offering, with genuine intention, with joy offered to the High Priest4 and Lamb of God. The true believer bore testimony to the greatness of the Creator our heavenly Father and finally quite simply - the believer’s love for Christ broke forth as He revealed Father to all who sought Him. May the Church be blessed and may our God’s Children of Israel be blessed. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Christ is welcomed by the Lord Himself.  








Footnotes


1	Ps 104:31 


2	Deut 27:7 


3	Lk 18:43 Jesus Himself broke out in spontaneous praise.


4	Heb 13:15 and see also pg 31 Spiritual Belief of 2020
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit this is not the fullest exposition of John 15. Viticulture was practised as early as the blessing of Jacob1. The preparation of a vineyard usually involved terracing hillsides, clearing stones, using retaining walls, hedging with boxthorn, elevating a watchtower up to keep watch during the vintage period. The ground was dug over carefully, young vines planted in friable soil and when fruit-bearing commenced the branches were raised above the ground, the vines were pruned each Spring using pruning hooks [small sickle shaped knives used by vinedressers]. It was only the completely unproductive branches that were used for fuel and charcoal. On reaching maturity the grapes were gathered into baskets, taken to the winepresses, trodden out by helpers who shouted and sang together, the fermented wine stored into new goatskin bags or in large pottery containers. Tax collectors claimed their share of the profits, accumulated debts often were discharged and the poor were invited into the vineyard to glean any remaining bunches of grapes. The land was fallow every 7th year. Grapes supplied an important source of iron in the diet and grapes were sometimes left to dry out on rooftops in the hot sun, a welcome food for the hungry being charged with energizing sugars in the raisins. The vine was an emblem of prosperity and peace among the ancient Hebrews and to them symbolised a chosen people. When Jesus spoke of the vine He had the full attention of a people who’s ears were attuned to the production of outstanding fruit and particularly significant is Christ’s description of Himself being the True Vine2 with Whom all true believers are in organic relationship.  The sacramental wine of the Communion Service to Christians is the perfect union of Christ and His followers and a sign of God’s [Christ’s Father] goodness.The branch of the vine is of special interest for it is the Messianic use of the word “ṣemaḥ” [a technical term] for the scion of the family of David who would come to rule [and explicitly prophesied by the prophet Jeremiah]3 in righteousness. From Christ flows the Life to the branches enabling them to bear fruit4.  The watchword for ANY PERSON who wishes to believe is to pray for Salvation and abide in Christ by remaining in His Word at all times5.     





Footnotes





1	Gen 49:11 In context, the blessing bestowed upon Judah included inter alia , victory, obedient children, the symbol of Kingship, successful business, heavenly dwellings and a choice vine 	[symbolising fruitfulness].  Different wines were produced – a notable wine from the En-gedi mountains, a productive locality from Eschcol, an export wine from Helbon and scented wine from 	Lebanon.


2	Christ is the true Vine from the root of David in the flesh.


3	Jer 23:5; 33:15; read with Isa 4:2; Zec 3:8; 6:12. Jeremiah was known for his endurance as a prophet who kept going, experienced intense feelings however had the ability to see beyond 	the feelings to the God Who would soon execute justice and also administer mercy. This prophet’s life is an encouragement to faithfulness. Jeremiah was called to endure.  


4	Ps 80:8; Ia 5:1-7; Ezek 19:10-14 – prayer, joy, love and life


5	Jn 15;4.
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Graeme and his wife Vel read the New Testament making use of the opportunity at John 14 for much reflection. Jesus expressly mentions “in My Father’s House there are many mansions” and “I go to prepare a place for you”. The word ‘prepare’ envisages a great deal of time-devoted  effort1.  The unseen way to eternal life is far from being an unsure way. Some might argue that the way is too narrow, however it is wide enough that all may come in if all choose to accept it. Jesus stated in plain terms that He was the only path to God His Father in heaven and that all of God’s promises2 found their fulfillment in Him. The Life He offered was eternal life3.  The Father determined that a Helper would assist the disciples to do all things and remember all things that Jesus taught them4. The Helper assists true believers today to do Christ’s work5. ANY PERSON may come to Christ by a simply prayer - Lord Jesus I am a sinner, please forgive me and save me.    





Footnotes





1	Gen 14:14-16 one can prepare for conflict; leadership Ex 3:1; worship Num 28:1-2; service to God Judges 13:25;  peace 2 Chr 14:7; spiritual, Ezra 3:8. Ezra was an earnest honest willing scribe 	from Jerusalem and was envoy to the King. His contemporaries were Nehemiah and Artaxerxes. Ezra studied theLlaw of God and was a teacher of the law to the faithful in Israel. He set up a 	religious education system post-exilic and wrote a report regarding work done under exile which was read by the King who commissioned his leadership under Grace from captured Babylon to 	return to Israel, the duty pre-destined by Lord God before the earth was formed. 


2	Verse 9ff, Jesus promised to reveal Himself to every believer who loved Him and granted to those who were obedient a deeper revelation of Himself. Believers’ may take Him at His Word when 	He says He will reveal Himself.   


3	Jesus stated His Father loves the faithful in His name; Jesus and the Father will dwell within the believers’ hearts. This is extraordinarily wonderful news indeed because of assurance of love. 	The criteria for ‘love’ was defined explicitly as “one who keeps Jesus Word” and the commitment to Christ was life-long. Jesus Himself kept Father God’s Word in that He submitted to many of the 	physical limitations of being human. If Christ the Saviour submitted to human limitations then so does each believer, since the Lord understands the believer’s limitations. Jesus is a worthy High 	Priest and Advocate Who is our representative at the right hand of the Power on high. A binding agreement was concluded between Jacob and Laban with God as witness to assist them in 	keeping their word Gen 31:49 and we, like King David [1 Chr 	29:18ff], develop a vital relationship with God which brings spiritual values, spiritual heritage whether past or future, a close-ness with 	God daily, reverence in worship and His “living temple” within our hearts as He renews our lives. Failing to keep in touch with God brings resultant deterioration spiritually, mentally and socially as 	Scripture revealed in second Chronicles. 


4	Verse 26. God has chosen to not give us knowledge about details regarding His future plan for mankind. Suffice to say that due to the Cross we are ‘bought with a price’ and are ‘the private 	property of God’. Jesus’ disciples were eye-witnesses of Jesus’ life and teachings and the Holy Spirit assisted them in remembering the express terms Jesus spoke without diminishing 	their 	perspective. Due to the accurate recordal today we may trust the Gospels and Epistles as they are the direct Word God has spoken. See 1 Cor 2:16 Believers have the directing mind of 	Christ through the Holy Spirit.   


5	1 Cor 2:1-16 One of the many blueprints for Christ’s glorious Church as He renews our lives to His glory. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read the New Testament earnestly together. At John 13 we understand the vicarious nature of Christ’s suffering was expressly demonstrated by Christ Himself when on the night of His betrayal, He in a servant’s role washed His own disciple’s feet and gave instructions to His disciples to follow His example. Although Our Saviour was God’s agent in redeeming mankind, and with His true identity revealed on more than one occasion1 He was vested with ultimate authority in heaven and on earth as the Son of God, yet He nevertheless humbled Himself.  Humility was learned by the Israelites under Mosaic Law when Moses became a Midianite shepherd2. Naaman3 was a man who nearly lost his healing through pride. Humility means proper respect for God a self-deprecating manner does not4. Fasting and baptism demonstrate humility5. The Spiritual evaluation for believers is found in the Cross and Resurrection of the Lord. We are to honestly evaluate ourselves in alignment with Scripture6. Paul, one of the Churches strongest persecutors was transformed from pride and the Law into humility7 and Grace where he became a stalwart in the Kingdom preaching about Christ. Humility drew the Father’s attention when it was done in Jesus Name.  ANY PERSON who desires to approach God the loving Heavenly Father in humility, may declare their faith in Jesus and ask Father God for His direction in your life.   





Footnotes





1	John 12:28b


2	Ex 3:1 God prepared Moses in ways Moses could never have imagined. Pride did not hinder Moses from submitting to the Hand of God.


3	2 Kings 5: 1ff  In context, the King’s chief officer, Naaman almost lost the miracle of healing when he stalked away in anger. At the counsel of his officers as to where the true appropriate 	authority vested, he changed his mind to be humble and was healed of the awful disease.  


4	Psalm 8:3-4


5	Mk 2:18ff [Jesus Himself fasted for 40 days Mtt 4:2] and Mk 1:8 all simply demonstrate a genus of humility. Moreover they are not prohibited by Christ.  


6	Ro 12:3 Self-esteem is vital to the believer but one ought not to think more highly than reality permits. The new basis of self-worth is found in one’s relationship with Christ [as a believer]. 	What is He saying in His Word? The believer’s worth as a new-creation-in Christ is infinite and has Father God’s loving care all around one.  


7	1 Cor 15;9 Paul, a “Hebrew of the Hebrews”, had hatred for the nomen ipsum Christians and caused untold damage, pogroms and persecution in the fledgling Church with terror and thankfully 	many escapes guided by God’s Spirit under the cloak of night with secret messages inscribed upon rocks in tunnels to encourage new Christians to not give up. God changed the meticulous 	hardworking Paul’s stony heart and in its place poured out mercy, kindness and Grace turning him into a man who intensely followed and taught only one theme – Christ the Saviour “For me, living 	means opportunities for Christ…” [Phil 1:21,22] - the teachings of which are humbly followed by the Church. Incidentally Rome’s persecution of  the early Church came to a halt due to the fact inter 	alia that in their prosecutorial pleadings, officials could not confine their attention to real offences supposedly committed by the Christians.  


8	Js 4:6 The antidote to self-centredness and narcissism is to humble oneself before God [in Christ] and pray for humility. God always forgives and teaches the believer life lessons just as a father 	gently leads his child. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel spend some time appreciating Jesus’ teachings in John 12. The amazing, touching miracle wrought upon Lazarus was a very wonderful thing indeed, a tour de force which led many to believe in Jesus and confirmed to His friends that Lord Jesus cared deeply for them. The record gave rise to an inference of authenticity of the writer, one familiar with inter alia the various sequences of incidents - knowledge of the Lord’s specific locational movements, the fact that the risen Lazarus was seated at the supper table, the issue regarding Mary’s costly perfume1 [with its notable lingering bouquet], the harangue over the purchase price of the anointing oil, the people’s fears that transformed into outright celebrations, the method of praise, the transport Jesus made use of, Jesus’ reference to Moses2, and the Father’s actual public response to His Son Jesus3.  Wheat is a cereal grass of great antiquity and has importance as a food source of mankind. It is also symbolic of God’s great provision and goodness, its botanical nature whereby one grain gave rise to several new ears of wheat  while the original grain was used up , was illustrated by Christ in spiritual fruitfulness that had its fons et origo in the discontinuance of the caveilling self-centred nature [with its misdirected concentration upon short-term yearnings] of man. It was here that Christ succinctly laid out the difference between one who walked with the Father’s Spirit of the soul and one who walked without and under mastership of the world4. From the aspect of our standing in Christ, the Father was close to the believer, showing tenderness, love, faithfulness, watchful care and inculcating reverence towards Him in a two-way relationship between us and God. In the ancient date donkeys were the “all-purpose vehicle”, the “pick-up truck”, the “4x4” of ancient society. They carried loads; were used in grinding grain, plowing fields, hauling, general transportation; were highly dependable and were believed to be a necessity [even the poorest family owned one, wealthier families had many]. To  loose one’s donkey was considered a disaster5. The matter of lifting the Cross up on the hill for all the world to see was the ruin of Satan and his hordes. This pronounced by Christ the Lord6 before He died on the Cross. ANY PERSON who is a sincere seeker may look to Christ, believe in Him, ask forgiveness, have their sins uplifted by the Cross and live eternally.  


 


Footnotes





1	See verse 26. It was a sign of hospitality to anoint a guest’s head on festive occasions. The unguent was worth one years’ wages.  Mary was not self-serving nor was she filled with narcissism. 	She was devoted out of curiosity not out of popularity and was confidently absorbed in blessing her Lord and Saviour who rewarded her with His presence and He saw to it that her acts were 	included in the record. 


2	Num 21:4-9, John 12:32. By this means God granted deliverance and enforced the lesson of dependance upon Himself for the deliverance and as a general principle. The believer is invited to 	look at our Lord Jesus in faith and live. Those who put their faith in Him uplifted on the Cross for their sins, have life eternal. He is able to open eyes [“proud eyes”, “sleepy eyes”,] and softens 	stony hearts due to the fact that He is the “power of the believer’s heart” and 


	He draws people to Him and leads believers’ into a deeper and better understanding of His truth. Gen 31:40, Deut 7:16, Isa 5:15, Ezek 24:16


3	Verse 28. The purpose of the believer’s faith is to do the work of the Father for the Father’s glory based on Christ’s involvement in the believer’s life.


4	Verse 24,25, 43


5	Zech 9:9 The prophecy of the Messiah, revealing both His royalty and humility. Ps 24:7-10, Ps 118:26-28 Messianic prophecies fulfilled.  


6	John 12:20-36 Jesus the Lord stated at this time Satan would be cast out “[W]hen I am lifted up on the Cross, I will draw all men unto Me”. Satan’s reign of spiritual darkness then came to an end 	in accordance to Scripture. Jesus Christ is much more powerful and longlasting eternally. His resurrection shattered Satan’s reign over mankind.
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Graeme and his wife Vel read and understand Scripture applicable at John 11. Our precious Lord Jesus explained “I Am the Resurrection and the Life”1 which is the original tenet of the Christian faith and upon which we stand. Christ was the “first-fruits” of the resurrection with new life flowing from Him to the believer’s heart. The impact of Lord Jesus’ resurrection established Him as Leader over all who believe. Paul, a n Apostle and meticulous writer explained that both the spiritual world and physical world was created by and were under the express authority of Christ Himself2. Jesus cannot be found among the dead, He lives and reigns in the hearts of the believers3, He offers hope for the future and assurance that God’s power that raised Him from the dead is the same power at work in the believer’s heart raising their highest trust levels and hopes, with a promise of life eternal with Christ for the safe-guarded soul. Under the agreement of the New Covenant, Jesus restored the believer and will resurrect believers who serve Him into everlasting life. He cares for the believer’s successes and asseverates to the believer in the correction of his or her failures - which is the raison dé etre for a relationship enjoyed between believers and Our Lord Jesus worldwide. Jesus the Messiah retained the position of Head over all believers and is the embodiment of the regular feast “the Lord’s Supper” which believers continually celebrate. John was an original witness to the risen Christ and testified to actually seeing Christ alive ex post facto his burial and death, and John witnessed Jesus’ audible words after His resurrection where in Revelation, Jesus announced He was the “First and the Last” and calmed John’s fears4. Jesus Christ endowed the Church with authority as believers witnessed to His Life, death and resurrection and in so doing maintain the purpose for which the Church itself is raised5.  ANY PERSON may believe in Christ’s resurrection if he or she so wishes to, just ask the Lord in prayer to give you His Salvation. 


 


Footnotes





1	Verse 25 read with 1 Cor 15:12-19. This is the earliest record of the resurrection in the New Testament aside from Gospel teachings. 


2	Col 1:18 and Luke 24:6ff


3	1 John 1:1,2


4	Rev 1:17,18. The Hebrew words ‘alep’ and ‘tāw’ describe “the beginning and the end”, referring to the eternal, dynamic and comprehensive activity of God and Christ in creation and salvation i.e. 	the origin, preservation and goal of all things to be found in the Godhead with Christ being the final Judge of all things. In context, the effective historical date of John’s writing was a period when 	Rome disturbingly persecuted Christians, even so Christ’s glorious presence appeared in the midst of persecution. 


5	Rev 1:17,18; Mtt 16:19. In context, Jesus has simple detention and absolute ownership of the “keys”. This means that only He has power and authority to open up 	the Kingdom of heaven, raise 	up believers to teach about Him and welcomes new believers into the His fold fit for the purposes of the Kingdom of His and our Father in heaven. In an outpouring of Messiah’s Holy Spirit the 	believers’ attest exclusively to Jesus’ “glory”.  
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Graeme and Vel take time to see what the Bible passage in John 10 is saying directly to the believer for the Shepherd’s guidance and we welcome personal propinquity1 with the Shepherd of our soul. The principles of the “old laws” are fulfilled in Christ who followed them perfectly and modeled their true intent. The purpose of God’s Word now is to guide the true believer into a relationship with Christ, endorsed by the Father in heaven. It is no longer appropriate, the Word advocated, for the believer to strive on his own for ‘perfection’ [as the old law required] but instead, the true believer is led by Jesus nail-pierced Hands into a relationship of obedience, praise and worship2. The Lord knows believers’ intimately and guides them to faithfulness [through the Holy Spirit] to His cause, to be true to His Holy Name, into praise that exclaims “I want no other than You, Jesus”, “No-one is sweeter than You, Oh Lord”, “Cherubim and Seraphim bowing down before Jesus the Son of God3”, “Let all Christ’s works praise Him in heaven and earth and sea”, “I lift my hands and voice to Your Name, Lord Jesus”. Jesus’ eye is on the believer’s relationship with Him where His Word, His love, His faithfulness, upholds believers’ in the palm of His hand. There is now, for the believer ‘no stain, no strain’. The Father in heaven has ordained praise4 and worship and the believer is endowed with power from on high5, a heavenly desire for relationship with the Shepherd. ANY PERSON may confess Christ as their True Shepherd and believe in Him if he or she so prays and asks Him for Grace. 


 





Footnotes





1	Nearness, particularly through Christ’s superior blood.


2	Jn 10:28,29, Hebrews 10:12, 13:15 


3	Psalm 80:1, Isa 6:1-4


4	Psalm 8 


5	Acts 2:17ff
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Space constraints precludes an exhaustive examination of the scope of John 81 in toto however the following is understood by Graeme and his wife Veldra. The office of a Judge in the ancient date was defined as “šōpēt” meaning - Judge, Governor, Officer in towns, Deliverer, a Leader in battle, Ruler in peace, Administrator, Teacher of the people, Vindicator of righteousness. The objectives of the office was to be scrupulously fair with not merely a detached weighing up of good and evil but also repelling rigorously evil. Sometimes Priests sat as assessors2.  The Plan of God the Father revolves around the failure of man to be in a position to singularly approach Him to worship. Our Father is known inter alia by various names “Ancient of Days3”, “Jehovah Tsebaoth4”,” ͤ lōhîm5” “I AM6” in the designated manner. Grace [only from Christ] teaches us how to worship our loving heavenly Father appropriately and perfects the believer as he or she is changed parri passu in worship from “glory to glory”. Worship comes from a heart that is prepared7, worship with other believers8, worship intelligently9 worship with songs and music10, reading and studying God’s Word precedes worship11.  Our Lord Jesus the Word of God condones honest worship12. ANY PERSON who comes to believe may worship God our Loving heavenly Father and Lord Jesus His only Son if they so wish, heaven’s doors are opened wide [pray always through Christ].





Footnotes


1	John 7:28 and John 8: 14, 42; Matt 11:27


2	 Ex 18:13-27, 21:1; Deut 16:18; Judges 2; Judges 3:9,15, 


	1 Sam 4:18;  1 Chr 26:29; Gen 18:25; Mal 2:17; Isa 1:17 


3	Daniel the prophet used this name for “God who judges all great world empires” 


4	“Lord of Hosts” means [David and the prophets witnessed to] “God the Saviour surrounded by His hosts of heavenly power”


5	“I the Lord your God”. An intensified form of “Supreme God who judges in His heavenly courts”. However it is Christ who will next judge,according to His Father in heaven’s criteria


6	John 8:12  “I Will be who I Will be”, a vivid symbol of the inexhaustible dynamism of God Who burns like a fire with love and righteousness, and never diminishes. 


7	Numbers  28:1,2; 1 Chr 6:31,32 


8	John 8:21ff	


9	1 Chr 25:1-7 offer your gifts or special talents in service to God through worship


10	Psalm 81:2-4 celebrate God’s goodness and keep focussed on Him. King David is our prime example of a worshipper who focussed only on God and praised God vigorously, prior to battle, 	traversing hardship, in celebration, for guidance - King David wasn’t shy to honour the Living God.	


11	Nehemiah 9:3,5,6.	


12	Zec 4:6; John 17:1; Ps 101:1; Ps 119:64; Mtt 5:44, 6:5-9; Lk 2:13,14, 6:28, 7:44ff, 18:43; John 17:20;  Heb 12:28,29; 1 Pe 4:11…	
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Graeme and his wife Veldra read the New Testament at John chapter 8 by a part, and through the eyes of Grace. Legislation is put into place in the form of rules and norms governing human behaviour which the community sees as binding and is enforced by the State. Ignore legislation and the accused will be prosecuted or punished or be made to pay compensatory damages should something have been damaged or a person hurt. In the ancient date our Lord Jesus encountered a woman faced with her accusers after having committed adultery. The promulgated Israelite religious laws laid out a category of strict circumstances for prosecution by stoning1. Regarding the adultery surprisingly the adulterous man was not summonsed for punishment, as Moses’ law demanded that both be stoned. The Hebrew word “to stone” was “sāqal” meaning “to collect or cast stones” and it was a requirement prosecution witnesses cast the first stone2. “Let him who has no sin step up to the plate and cast the first stone” Jesus challenged the accusers. Our attention is drawn to the fact that while it is the law on one hand that points out our wrongs, on the other hand it is Grace that forgives and shows compassion. Jesus the Lord was in effect heightening the importance of compassion and forgiveness. Incidentally our suggestion as to why it was the oldest who first walked away3.  Our Saviour Jesus was commissioned to usher in God’s Grace, which is opposite to the outrage and struggle that the law brings4.  Scripture was clear however that laws must be in place in countries, otherwise there would be mayhem. Nature is under the law of naturally created things and gravity; the believer and the Church was required to submit to oversight rules e.g. Lord Jesus advised them to pay their taxes. It is the believer’s response firstly to his or her relationship with the Father in heaven and His Son; and secondly the believer’s relationship towards others that was most influenced by Grace. Where the law sought revenge, Grace restored. In the believer’s Spiritual walk with Christ, a decision had to be maded to walk the path less traveled and a sober choice taken to pray rather for those who denigrated people. This is not natural, it is Holy Spirit motivated and enabled.  ANY PERSON may turn towards Christ to receive Grace and follow him by praying and asking Him to save you.   





Footnotes


1	Joshua 7:24,25 specific disobedience; Lev 20:2 child sacrifice, Lev 20:27 augury, Lev 24:15 cursing God; Num 15:32-36 Sabbath-breach; Deut 21:21 defiance or outright rebellion towards 	parents; Lev 20:10 adultery. 


2	Deut 17:7 


3	John 8:7,9 the eldest were acutely more aware of their sins, the younger ones being impetuous and full of youthful judgment, however not one was sinless. It is interesting that the Pharisees 	obeyed the law in this case to take the issue they could not decide upon, to the Sanctuary of the Lord God, a Chief Judge [Jesus the Lord]. They came armed with more than the legal requirement 	of two witnesses – one was not just put to death on the story of one person bearing false witness, the matter was adjudged properly according to several truthful witnesses since sometimes 	unusual circumstances made it hard to see the truth of the matter. The Lord revealed to them His knowledge of the law in that there would be no appeal they were to follow His declaration to the 	letter and 	fully execute it. The Lord made them think twice about accusing unjustly and established their responsibility to finish what they had started if indeed they were non-liable and sinless. 


4	Gen 32:28 Jacob “struggled with God” who is the Originator of law and Grace. Jacob prevailed since he had the promise of Abraham who was a man of faith, on him. We live in a world 	where law exists so it follows there would naturally be a tension between law and Grace for the believer. Ro 8:1,2


	The law is an exacting demanding scrupulous adherence in comparison to Grace. Working with South African law it is daily noted the adversarial response it triggered. Christ’s blessed Church, 	His Bride, is also required to obey laws see Hebrews 13:15,17, Matt 22:20.21.
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Graeme and his wife Veldra summarise the Word of God at John 7 and understand Jesus pointed continually to the plans of His Father in heaven and fully reiterated at numerous junctures He came to do the work and will of His Father, His state of mind being under the direction of our Father in Heaven. Thus Jesus lived according to the objectives of His Father’s agenda which meant that His teachings focussed only on matters central to the Father’s heart1.  Our Lord Jesus taught2 that while the festivals were a time to celebrate and be with family, one ought to not lose momentum but further meditate on what His Father sought whose hearts willingly renew their commitment to God for who He was and what He had done for His people including any person who turned to Him genuinely in addition to giving thanks for His goodness.  On the question of “rivers of living water” our Lord Jesus promised that if ANY PERSON approached Him honestly seeking to quench their thirst, He would come to their aid and give the person eternal life to the fullest extent. Jesus’ promise of salvation3 was not a broad, unsubstantiated mere distant possibility – it was proper and binding4. The Lord Jesus came also for the salvation of Israel5.        











Footnotes


1	Isa 48:17a, 17b and Isa 49:5,6, Jn 7:16, 28a-d (These verses have clarity of interpretation)


2	Ps 69:9


3	Hebrews 2:3, 16-18 


4	Jn 7:22,23 Jesus thoroughly knew the law with its strict linguistic approach, however salvation belonged to the Way of Grace and that through Christ alone 


5	Hebrews 2:16, 17 
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Graeme and Veldra continue reading John 6 where it is noteworthy that Scripture recorded the Presence of God being the ‘Bread of Presence’.  Bread in the ancient date was an important commodity, the price of grain was an infallible index to economic conditions and bread itself was a sustainer of life. The objective of the book of John was to relate to readers and believers that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that the pre-existent Word of God was actually in Lord Jesus, was with Jesus and still is. John elucidated the Word was with God1 and the Word was God - of this the believer has no doubt. We further believe Scripture traversed to point out the pre-existent Son shared the glory of the Father before and in His earthly life Jesus’ glory was demonstrated to those who had eyes to see. Lord Jesus, John pointed to the truth2 who came from the Father and that He was seen as God’s Word because He was. In the Old Testament an important theme was God’s gracious Presence3. The Hebrew word for face was “pānĭm” and “liṗene” meant Presence, the “lehem happānîm” meant ‘bread of the face’. The “lehem hamma areḵeṯ” meant the ‘Bread of Ordering’ which believers now understand to be the showbread continuously present and fresh every day in the ancient Temple.  The showbread, Moses was instructed to place opposite the Lampstand on a table visible for all to see. This arrangement was to never cease. Lord Jesus chose the Bread of Passover symbolically in memory of His broken body and at the Last Supper, the Passover, breaking of bread was accompanied by the singing of the “Hallel”4 after the 2nd cup of wine5. Bread was eponymous with the true believer’s spiritual life today in 2015 and as Christ embodied all of the Old Testament, His Presence was a continuing ‘showbread’ or ‘bread of Presence’. His Word [which is Him] may be seen by anyone and everyone6 the outcome being that the true believer draws immediate unfailing assurance of the The Presence of God everyday meant He remained in relationship and the man or woman of faith “was heard” and in modern times with the Father and the Son through various means of prayers, bible readings, praise and worship. This is the economic index of a believer’s soul.  ANY PERSON may turn to God’s Presence to believe. The Way [always through Jesus] is open at this point, the Word says, for all to receive God’s love. 





Footnotes


1	John 1


2	John 1:14,17


3	Ex 25:30, 35:13, 39:36. 1 Chr 9;32 the Kohathites were charged with the keeping of showbread. 


4	Hallelujah meaning praise ye “Yah” (God’s name), see Ps 104, 111,113 and a true believer’s worship or thanksgiving Rev 19:1,3-4 


5	Mtt 26:30, Mk 14:12-16, Hebrews 11:28 


6	God’s Presence is constantly here   
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Graeme and Veldra believe wholeheartedly while reading John 6 and Jonah 1-4 in the New Testament and Old respectively and find accordingly that Jesus talked transparently about His Father in Heaven and invited true believers to do likewise. Proclaiming what we know of God might cause people to listen to the message and also have a chance to believe1. A consistent daily commitment to God constituted a solid relationship with Him2 and it was not up to the believer to neglect this responsibility, neither was it appropriate for the believer to pick and choose which miracles3 he or she wanted to believe in, for by “choosing options” believers cause distrust regarding God’s true and reliable Word.  Jesus spoke about His presence being the ‘bread of Presence’.  God freely gave His salvation to the righteous and unrighteous alike.  Believers should not be surprised where a person turned their life around and came to God the Father in Christ’s name, for forgiveness. The Scripture encouraged the believer to exercise an open mind and permit others to come to the presence of God and hear His message. It is in God’s nature to be merciful, happy, forgiving, joyful, tender, availability to commence a relationship with those who want to believe as He is sharing, kind, compassionate, desirous of extending His spiritual love to all human beings.   God responds in mercy to one who approaches Him through Christ4 by cancelling punishment, forgiving sins, binding up wounds from life adverse, bringing loving correction, sparing lives, showing compassion and being true to His original purpose which was to send His only begotten Son5, Christ to a dying world to rescue people.   The window of opportunity is open for ANY PERSON to repent immediately to Christ the Lord, believe in God’s Salvation and begin a walk with God, trusting in His deliverance in Jesus Christ’s name.








Footnotes


1	John 6:2-5


2	John 6:11


3	John 6: 13, 19,20


4	John 6:27 


5	Mtt 12:39-41, Johah 1-4  



























































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and Veldra are well aware there are different “targums” or translations of Bible namely Hebrew, Hebrew paraphrased, Aramaic paraphrased, Syrian, Coptic, Latin, Vulgate Latin, Alfred the Great Code of Laws AD 878, Wessex Gospels, Wycliffe 1330, King James 1395, Tyndale 1450, Geneva Bible [Mary Tudor] 1553, King James 1603 and others all depicting much historical and specific spiritual definitions, whose accuracies were open to criticism and in due course answered. We believe the Word of God speaks directly to the believer and fills us with that which we need daily.  The Word tells us Christ’s appropriation on-behalf-of-mankind was a legal and validly constituted decision made by the Father and the Son [who has existed always] - and anything otherwise simply did not qualify1.  The true believer’s acceptance of repentance, forgiveness and consequential rebirth through Christ’s Plan of Suffering in-place-of-the-believer set up the true believer on a course whereby he or she was able to experience God’s actual saving power in a miraculous transformation.  One of God’s greatest prophets, Moses himself, wrote of Christ2. The miracle Jesus performed at the pool of Bethesda3 set a man free from darkness who was bound for 38 years. It is quite apparent there was no-one else firstly, who was perfect, and secondly who might perform this category of miracle4 which thus exclusively set Jesus out as “one who is the Son exalted with power to save” due to the fact that He healed and granted salvation. Jesus made mention that He only acted upon His Father’s example - “I see my Father constantly doing, this I likewise do”5. There is now therefore opportunity for ANY PERSON to believe and pass from spiritual death to spiritual life6 [always in Jesus Name]. 





Footnotes


1	John 5:19, only through Christ is man saved Ro 1:1-4


2	Gen 3:15, Nu 21:9, 24:17, Deut 18:15


3	“House of Grace” is the targum/translation 


4	John 5:19 


5	John 5:17  


6	John 5:24
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Graeme and Veldra read and interpret John 3 where the record revealed that Jesus baptised with water and the gift of the Holy Spirit. It was the Holy Spirit, a blessed part of the Triune God-the Father-the Son-the-Holy Spirit-three-in-One Who drew us into appropriate worship, into reading, studying God’s Word, initiating prayers to our Father in heaven in Jesus Name and to the Lord Jesus Himself, lifted up praises in gratitude, acknowledging the status of God and seeking succour. This is the meaning of “forever quenching” according to God’s Word that our Lord taught had impact on the believer’s life. Our heavenly Father’s plan was the obedience of Christ  who renewed the believer bringing about transformation to do the will of the Father. The believer may be assured of the fact that there is only one appropriate way to the Father - that is through the ‘tender plant3’ ‘despised and rejected by men while on earth’, ‘numbered with the transgressors’ - the Son of God. Chapter 4 of John, a woman at the well offered true spiritual worship at the feet of Lord Jesus, God’s one-and-only begotten Son. “Jacob’s well” was part of a piece of property originally owned by Jacob and it was at this spring the very old servant1 of Abraham was tasked with finding a reliable woman with character and a true generous heart, for his son Jacob to marry.  If Abraham established the fundamentals of God’s promises, it was left up to the patriarch Jacob to bring into existence the distinct identity of the 4,000 year history of the children of Israel, with Jacob-Israel as father of a twelve-tribe system already ancient and held dear. Jacob’s well itself was probably more than 200 feet deep, and was not spring-sourced but one into which water and rain seeped, then collected at the bottom. Wells at around the ancient date were almost always situated outside the city along a main road which often required one walking about a mile to reach water, and carrying enough that could be carried home. Regarding the woman at the spring-well, Jesus was acutely aware of whom He addressed and He was non-plussed as He gave the woman the extra-ordinary message of the availability of a new genus of worship offered to her, the nature of the worship and to Whom2 her worship would be addressed. Jesus did not shrink back from obeying Father’s will, by firstly revealing Himself as the Christ who was able to quench one’s spiritual thirst forever and moreover the message would continue to be available to the nations, open to every tribe, race, any social position, prejudices, reputation or past sins. The programme of repentance and rebirth Jesus carried out everyday to every person who called on Him, along His routes of travel.  In our era Christ has obliterated all legal requirements and outward appearance to attain God’s approval by Himself becoming “the punished” and “legal requirement” in our place, when we could not appropriately reciprocate. We worship now in Spirit and in Truth of Jesus the Lord. The believer was released from their past at the moment of first belief. The “living water” Christ spoke of was the Holy Spirit Who, like a river flowed, always with regard for Father’s heart. ANY PERSON may draw close to Lord God Almighty by asking Christ the Lord to forgive them their sins and give them Salvation. 





Footnotes


1	Gen 24. 


2	Isa 9:6


3	Isa 53
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While Graeme and Veldra hold no claim that the present reading and their understanding is the transliterated work of John 2 in toto, they do however profess its verisimilitude and evangelical content as matters of truth pertaining to the Kingdom of God and kērygmatic Commission and hold conviction in its prescriptive truth for application. The strong unwritten laws of Jewish hospitality was perfectly framed when Jesus’ Mother gave an order for an M.C. The M.C. was placed in an uncomfortable position of having no more wine for his guests which was a major dilemma since he was in charge of the wedding1.  As M.C. the man had the responsibility of proper calculation of wine per guest, at the wedding reception. [Our calculation in the modern era was that where an average wedding of say 3 hours duration takes place - if one calculated a half bottle of wine per guest, which seems more than enough, and 100 guests were invited with 100% attendance, the M.C. would have had to produce 4 cases of 12 bottles each which totalled 48 bottles of wine.] When a miscalculation caused a panic due to the lack of wine the M.C. turned to Jesus’ Mother, his friend for assistance. The miracle Jesus performed was preceded with the confession “my time has not yet come” however at Mary’s insistence our Lord helpfully performed His first miracle by filling to the brim, the empty six stone waterpots, normally used for ceremonial washing, with the most exquisite vintage ever consumed, so much so that every guest thoroughly enjoyed the marital celebration and new way of “leaving the best wine until last”2. The illustration left to the believer was that life-in-Jesus was better than life without and that God was not dull nor lifeless, He was a caring God who renewed a fallen creation, opened believers’ eyes, restored each one’s faith, welcomed the “fallen” back into His fold, solidified close relationships with parents who were true believers, granted believers unlimited authority to pray for their enemies’ good, raised the believers’ daily expectations of God’s marvellous goodness3, vested in the believer a powerful non-vacillating resolve to keep the Kingdom of God open4 so that all the nations might hear Christ’s Word and have opportunity to believe5.  ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Jesus Christ our Father in heaven’s Son, may believe and is welcomed with open arms by heaven itself. 








Footnotes


1	Marriages of the day had a pre-wedding written contract drawn up by the father of the bride which was called “ketûbă. This story focused on obedience and not contract. 


2	There are alcohol-free weddings in the modern era.


3	1 John 3:1-3, 4:13


4	Matt 11:25c 


5	3 John 1:1-8 one of many biblical blueprints for Leaders in the Church.
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While this is not a full exegesis of the unique writings of John, chapter 1 in respect of Christ’s teachings Graeme and Veldra believe in faith that according to the Kingdom of the Father in heaven, there are distinct eras the Bible points to with regards Jesus’ pre-existence1, His work on earth and future events. In the first verse of John it was recorded Christ existed before anything else, He is eternally alive, He is fully human and fully God and never ceases to be eternal. Jesus Himself taught there is inter alia a present age followed by another era2. The principles Jesus taught and His corresponding conduct were tethered inseparably to Who He as the Creator of the Universe was and the binding force that held creation together where He was endowed with all truth.  It was Christ alone who disclosed the Father to us and it is Christ’s eternal Life within the true believer’s hearts that kept him or her alive in God’s Kingdom for eternity.  Where once the most beautiful Law of Moses rose forth from a Covenant agreement with Lord God rhe Covenantor, His people showed their faith in Him and He fulfilled His obligations. Revelation for the Christian today has its fons et origo in the Living Christ who came from the Father, fully God and fully man for the purposes of salvation and redemption. John inscribed with the purpose of revealing who Christ really was and that He was the Saviour who took away the sins of the world. The believer was thus justified in following Him. Jesus referred to Himself often as the “Son of Man” however His disciples had various names for Him – “Lamb of God”, “Sir” (literally Rabbi, Rabboni or Teacher), “Son of God”, “Messiah”, “King  of Israel”3. While the purpose of John’s baptism of water was preparatory for cleansing through repentance and washing away of sins by water, Jesus in comparison baptized with the Holy Spirit, meaning that He [now holds position at the right hand of the Father in glory] granted the Holy Spirit as the abiding Guest within the believer Who worked on the conscience, matters sequential to the Kingdom of God relevant to this present age. A specific distinction the Word of God made was that the source of salvation and power was the Father working through His Son, transforming the believer with the outcome that he or she was changed from glory to glory through the power [authority] of His Holy Spirit4. Believers are invited to “grow in the Grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  ANY PERSON who welcomes Jesus Christ as Lord of their life receives ‘new life’ from God the Father. ANY PERSON is welcome to believe if he or she so wishes.





Footnotes


1	Eph 1:4; Luke 24:51 It was Father’s plan for Jesus Christ to be seen by His disciples “departing”


	in order to usher in the ‘era of the Church’ and individual Christians spiritually alive, reflecting the Light of Christ via the Spirit 


	of God to an unbelieving world. The root idea “light and darkness” came linguistically from the Old Testament and was 


	a Jewish thought which had influence upon John’s writing. 


2	Eph 1:21 His honor is far more glorious than anyone’s both in this age and in the age to come.  


3	John 1:33, 36, 38, 41, 45, 49.


4	Hebrew “hayil”, “kōah”, “ōz” meaning authoritative power, mighty works.



























































































































































Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Luke 24





Graeme and his wife Veldra read the account of the risen Christ Jesus our Lord, head of the entire Universe and cosmic powers1, founder, Head of the Church compassionately explaining to His disciples the prophecies of Moses, the Prophets, and showing them His nail-pierced hands. God pardons us due to specifically the completed work of Christ [the cost of which was extremely great] and forgiveness becomes relevant. “Forgiveness” to the Christian is rational in that it is the object of our Father in heaven’s commission for Salvation, it is the core ingredient and the nexus can be  found only through Christ2 that one may claim “I am justified freely from sin according to the Scriptures”3. Just because we cannot see God does not mean He does not exist. Just because an animal is unable to “practise ethics” did not mean ethics may not be practised by human beings who have creative sequential thought processes4. Jesus’ insistence upon practising the principle of forgiveness abounded in the Disciples and Apostles writings in the New Testament and it was the Lord’s directive for the message His Church was to preach, wherein He reassured believers of rewards arising5.  Scripture revealed the Kingdom of God would spread and many more would feel the impact of forgiveness and have opportunity to be set free from their sins. God foreknew “forgiveness” in that He wanted man to experience His astonishing love through the Way He prepared in Christ whereby forgiveness was wrought by the Grace of God, that enabled the believer to be obedient.  The application of “forgiveness” sometimes presented as extremely difficult and challenging or otherwise  it was relatively effortless as the ‘forgivee’ moved towards the forgiver simultaneously . Christians were called to pray for the ones who were  - spiteful, notoriously elastic, those who were “offended” at Christ, those who had commited perjury, the uncivil, the deceiving, the despoiling and denigrating, the smug or ruinous - in this way forgiveness identified a believer as a true follower of Jesus, assured by Scripture the believer was aligned to  Father in heaven’s purposes. ANY PERSON may ask Lord Jesus for forgiveness and He will forgive.





Footnotes


1	Eph 1:21,22 


2	Hebrews 9:11


3	Hebrews 13:12 - in the Courts of the Father in heaven


4	Only humans are able to exhibit “ethical behaviour”.


5	Mtt 5:19, 44,45; Mtt 6:12, Mtt 12:50 - a participant of the Kingdom of Heaven, bless your enemies, be family of God


	and you shall be a son/daughter of the Father in heaven, and forgive. 
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Luke 23-24 read with Hebrews 9:8-14, 10:12, 14, 15 and 19-23





Graeme and Veldra as honest seekers of our great High Priest Jesus’ teachings, canvass a brief interpretation of the Lord’s text, our principle consideration revolving around the matter of the “Passover”. The Passover ceremony1  in the ancient date at around 4 B.C. was celebrated under strict regulation2 – inter alia invitees could respond to an invitation to attend, no-one was coerced, the ceremony was held at a place of God’s choosing3, unleavened bread was made quickly and eaten, a lamb was smeared apotropaically and sacrificed cleansing the conscience through expiation by Jesus’ spilt blood on the Cross at crucifiction. The Passover’s significance was the great deliverance of the Israelites from a life of slavery, with impact in the believers’ lives symbolically illustrated through Christ later.  








In the New Testament the Temple at Passover was an awesome place with struggling masses of people, bellows from huge numbers of terrified cattle waiting to be slaughtered as hundreds and thousands of pilgrims offered up each at least one animal sacrifice. It was at one of these festivals that the transcendent enormity of Christ’s crucifixion was enacted. Jesus, a learned, gentle, obedient man filled with joy, openly taught in Jerusalem and showed disregard for inter alia Herod’s Temple as He stepped into the portals and heard not men and women praying and worshipping, but the frantic activity of pilgrims buying and selling, perpetual altar-fires and incense - made from ground up sea shells, cyclamen, myrrh, camphor, spikenard, saffron, gum balm and mysterious substance ‘maalah ashan’ which made its smoke “rise impressively” - that assailed the Lord’s senses.  The astounded Lord Jesus looked at the “money-changers” with their weights and measures, fowl running around freely, the taunts and outbursts of weights and prices that rendered the Temple ‘a den of thieves’. Jesus became according to law “liable for our punishment” although His subsequent silence gave His accusers no statement of claim. He was convicted for political reasons, was not stoned to death under Jewish law but put to death by Crucifiction in accordance with prophesied scripture.  The very incident where Jesus seemed least to be King, won Him everlasting allegiance in the hearts of all those saved who identified4 through participative expression, who adopted the same values for Communion forevermore, specifically partaking of the “bread and wine for the remission of sins”, thus showing acceptance and voluntarily acknowledging agreement regarding all the details of Our Saviour’s efficacious atoning death on the Cross as New Covenant terms. This will always be the overcoming Unchangeable “I Am” victory.  ANY PERSON may identify with Christ, “Behold, the lamb Who takes away the sins of the world” by asking Him to remove your sin with forgiveness.





Footnotes


1	Exodus 12, 13:12-14 


2	Instruction from a great powerful ubiquitous God, Gen 13 - 26 


3	Regular bankers who officiated in the courts of the Gentiles - not their own courts - and who swopped ordinary coins for ‘Holy Shekels’, those containing the Tyrian 	standard coin with its high level 	of silver, not in the current Roman standard; and who laid a surcharge on each coin and where malpractise was rife. 


4	Josh 5:10-12, 2 Chr 30:1, 3, 13,15


5	Mtt 26:28, Mk 11:1-2, Lk 22:16, Jn 6:56, 1Jn 1:7, Heb 9:22, Rev 5:5-6
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Lk 22-24





Graeme and Veldra are grateful and pay respects to the Lord’s for the example of His people who lived according to His beautiful Law and in particular to the Prophets of the Old Testament who enlightened Christians about how mankind maight deal with sin. God’s strongest reaction to sin is that He was vigorously opposed to evil in every way, shape and form and “will by no means clear the guilty”1. Expiation had a “thing” as its object and sin is a “thing”. If expiation was not appeasement towards an angry God, what then would the consequences be if no expiation for sin took place at all? Sin would remain, however as a “thing” it was possible for sin to be blotted out and cast far away from us in order for the Almighty God to not count it against the saved in that the believer might be classified as ‘righteous’ and approach Him. If one spoke in terms of ‘categories of relationships’ and specifically one’s relationship with God the loving heavenly Father - the relationship was the primary “thing” yet it would require more than expiation to remove the secondary “thing” which was sin. Propitiation signified the removal of God’s wrath by the offering of a gift and by a pre-existent rite long before 753 BC.  As a reflection of general import it was true, wonderful and surprising to learn that according to Scripture God’s wrath might be put away by the offering then of an appropriate sacrifice, one which God Himself had provided, that would have power to make atonement for the souls of mankind2; which further revealed a most kind, eager to forgive and gracious Heavenly Father. Paul, who called himself a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin and a teacher of Hebrew and religion, noted that due to the finished work of the crucified Christ, foretold by numerous credible Old Testament Prophets3  we were no longer liable for our sin, but justified freely,  liberated from its limitations in our bodies precisely for the purposes of God. A marvellous showing of God our loving Father was to clothe believers in a mantel of Grace, due to Christ’s resurrection, and render the ancient laws reduced to two, to those who believed. This was our sacrificial rite of understanding and finally, when the Son of God was revealed, we as “sons and daughters of God” [believers and doers through Jesus Christ our Lord] due to obedience to the will of the Father, shall reflect pro tanto the image of our Father’s Son and be just like Him in appearance. We take time to remember Christ’s crucifixion and sequential resurrection and bless and worship the glorious name of our Lord Jesus. ANY PERSON may come to Christ by a simply prayer - Lord Jesus I am a sinner, please forgive me and save me.





Footnotes


1	Nu 14:18, Ne 9:17


2	Lev 17:11


3	Ro 3:21, 1 Jn 2:2, 1 Cor 15:4, Isa 9
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Graeme and his wife Vel reflect briefly on the nature of our Lord Jesus’ preparation for the Gospel and His relationship with His disciples. Jesus displayed a deep understanding of the position of trust He held and the duty the position attracted as recorded in John 16.  The disciples were strengthened by their Saviour’s encouraging words however it was not always so1. The disciples were ordinary people who while being chosen as Christ’s “Twelve” and free from doubt for His immediate purposes, otherwise exhibited the normal limitations of human frailty - they argued with one another, they mitigated their role, they were dull of understanding regarding the nature of Christ’s mission, they deserted their Lord Jesus when it was pivotal and even lied about knowing Him. They asked Jesus about His death yet had not examined its wider impact, they were concerned about furthering their own interests to the prejudice of Jesus. Jesus forgave them for their human-ness. Every event was accurately predicted by Jesus and indeed, had taken place, currently was taking place and in the future was due to take place2. Jesus taught His disciples specifically through preaching, healing, words, works, they exercised the power of God under His authority, He trained them how His actual message should be spread, He taught them how to lead in tough times, how to prioritise, about forgiveness, Jesus washed their feet3 and finally issued the Great Commission4. The early Church’s unity was inherent in the Gospel itself, acceptance of the Old Testament Scriptures and acknowledgment of Jesus “as Lord and Christ”. At Pentecost, Peter opened the doctrine of faith to the Jews5 and later to the Gentiles and Samaritans where it was given to all the Apostles and to men of like faith and spirit ever since. It does not matter where one is from, what matters is that “one believes Christ was sent by the Father to redeem mankind”. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Lord Jesus who came from the Father in Heaven may ask for Salvation, in Jesus Name.     





Footnotes





1	The purpose of our study is to enquire as to the disciples’ principle governing actions and provide information that reveals their thoughts whilst at the same moment showing warm respect for 	Jesus’ earliest witnesses, who were normal men and women He relied upon to “show the world His real identity”. Mtt 8:25 depicts the ‘experienced sailors’ who in the midst of a


	particularlymalignant storm panicked even though their Lord Jesus was nearby. What they did not know at the time was that Jesus the Saviour controlled the nature of the storm as well as the 	“storm” within their hearts when the waves’ tumult threatened to engulf them. Our Lord and Saviour spoke peace into the situation and the waves and hearts calmed.


2	Unless Christ came, there would be no Gospel - unless Christ died, sin would not be forgiven and relationship with God would not ensue - unless Jesus Christ arose, death could not be defeated - 	unless Jesus went to the Father, the Holy Spirit would not come to the true believer - unless Christ accepted the limitations of human-ness being present at one place only at one time – 	His 	Presence through the Holy Spirit would not be available to the whole world.


3	The Hebrew word “regēl”  while occasionally used for objects, also frequently indicated position, destination, inclination of the person, and further in reference to guidance of and watchful 	care over, a person, principally by God. (Prov 6:18, Acts 5:9, 1 Sa 2:9, Ps 66:9, Lk 1:79) 


4	Lk 24:45ff; Paul to its fullest expositon expounded on the unfailing love of God for the Jews and obligation to His own Covenant in Romans 11:20ff


5	Acts 2:14 
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Graeme and his wife Vel reflect briefly on Jesus’ words that describe His role and authority of being “sent”. According to John 17, the title Lord Jesus, God’s only Son stood in an unchanging relation of perfect love, union and communion with the Father, had no independent initiative, loved to glorify His Father, by doing His Father’s Will. Jesus came into the world Scripture stated because His Father “sent” Him by entrusting Salvation in His hands and fulfilment of the Law. All Jesus said and did was according to the purposes of His Father’s Plan. Jesus’ telling of the Father as greater than He was in reference to the fact that subordination to Father’s Will and initiative was natural and necessary for our Lord as God’s Son. It was in Jesus’ nature to freely and joyfully act as a Son3, for the Father sought the Son’s glory no less than the Son sought the Father’s glory4. The Son is the effulgence of His Father’s glory5, He was personally divine and ontologically one with the Father – there was no constituent of deity or character that the Father had that Lord Jesus lacked.  When Jesus came into the world He “emptied Himself” of outward glory6 however His deity was not reduced nor contracted and neither was creation and all life not in abeyance during His time on earth. His deity did not cease, “for in the man  Christ Jesus dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”7. He thus acquired fullest manhood8 in a state of sinlessness and impeccability9. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Jesus the Son as sent by Almighty Father God in heaven may pray to Him for saving Grace.      





Footnotes


1	John 1:14; 3:16,18; 4:34; 5:19; 5:43; 8:16; 8:28f; 16:32; 17:1; 19:30


2	John 16:15, Jesus came to first to give Life that unbelievers may believe and have eternal Life and then later He will execute judgement on the unbelieving. 


3	John 16:5  


4	This did not mean Jesus was to be subordinated to the Father in men’s and women’s esteem and worship. He is God and worshipped as such. The Christian faith does not countenance any 	deviation from the Scriptural standpoint. 


5	Hebrews 1:3 the letter to the Hebrews written to present the sufficiency and superiority of Christ. God’s saving power is linked with His creative power. The power that brought the universe 	together and keeps it functioning and operating is the same power that forgives sins. God’s unique Son holds the place of 	highest privilege and power. Christ is the only security in a changing 	world for He remains forever changeless. Unlike even legislation which may be amended from time to time, Jesus’ character will never change. He is persistent in His love for us and is 	committed 	to fairness and justice and remains merciful to true believers who for all intents and purposes are undeserving. A clue as to the genus of judgment the true believer will find is that Jesus will judge 	believers’with mercy and tender love for believing in His beautiful changeless name.


6	Phil 2:7  


7	Col 1:19, 2:9.


8	Hebrews 7:26 He was not bound to die for sins of His own but was exempt from the entail of original sin from Adam. Being God it was not in Him to yield to temptation however as man it was 	necessary to fight temptation in order to overcome it. By virtue of firsthand experience of temptation and obedience He understands when and why believers’ are tempted.	 


9	Jesus is now able to extend effective sympathyand help, to tempted and distraught true believers’, Heb 4:14ff in their hour of need.






























































































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Graeme and his wife Vel draw together to continue John’s Gospel at chapter 17 believing in the transformation Christ’s prayers parri passu brings to a believer’s life. The Lord’s doctrine of prayer in the ancient date inculcates today in the true believer a confidence that he or she is being heard1. It is noted too that there were “other times” before mankind’s “time” here on earth and this is alluded to none other than three times in the chapter of 17 John2. The disciples’ prayers at the effective date were regulated in that it was pivotal that everything be done “in Jesus Name” – for as it was then, and is now, otherwise impossible to have access to the Father. To pray now by citing the Name of Christ Jesus is to pray as Christ Himself prayed and that it be practised for one purpose only – the Father’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Prayer which is the sphere where one’s  faith operates in surrender to God’s will is appropriate and has substantial ramifications. Where the Law sought perfection it is now the regime of Grace that perfects worship of the Lamb for the Salvation He Himself wrought in full view of His disciples according to Father’s express purpose3. Our Lord Jesus spoke the truth about the Holy Spirit Whom He knew will prompt believers’ and invest them with dignity, radiance of faith and the same glory Christ enjoys with the Father4. Verse 24 reveals the manner of faith Jesus placed upon His own Father’s choice of follower He gave to Christ and what Jesus ultimately wished for the disciples and hence for the remainder of persons who are compliant believers who pledge allegiance to Him – that Father’s Name be declared to them, that through parousia Father’s love may be in them and Jesus’ love may be in them5 for they too shall see the glory Christ shares with the Father6. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Jesus and pray to Him the Son of God, is welcomed by the Lord God Almighty with open arms.         





Footnotes


1	John 17:1,3. The contemporary believer can be found at verse 20 where is it purposed by Father in heaven that unbelievers have numerous opportunities to believe in Christ expressly provided 	through the disciples’ words placed on record via the New Testament of the Bible and recognized in Churches worldwide.


2	John 17:5,14,24 


3	Rev 7:4ff 


4	1 John 1:3 “Glory” is not man-made humility couched in a pseudo faith - it is simply one’s belief in the Father and in His Son. The disciples [Mtt 17:1ff]  Peter, James and John beheld the same 	glory as Christ’s body transfigured before them in a manifestation of fellowship radiance at 2,814m above sea level on Mt Hermon and in addition revealing two other critical faith prophets who 	talked to Jesus namely Moses [a perfectionist and precise prophet] and [Elijah a fiery prophet] enveloped in a covering of Divine Presence where the Father Himself vive voce acknowledged 	revelation of Christ’s authority, Jesus His Son.   


5	John 17:26


6	Steven who’s project it was to oversee the fiduciary security of the widows of the early Church was a young man filled with grace, faith, spiritual power and wisdom 	and he saw as he died, the 	heaven’s opened and Christ’s true heavenly position [the glory] standing at the right hand of God. Jesus’ prayer thus in John 17 was granted by the Father. A little clue as to the outcome of an 	obedient believer – he or she can expect God and Christ to keep Their word.	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel personally redact from Chapter 18,19 of the Gospel of John in context and see Christ’s Word as speaking directly to us true believers. The brook of Kidron in the ancient date was a torrent bed that passed the Temple Mount and the Mt. of Olives en route to the Dead Sea. David passed by during Absalom’s revolt1. Ezekiel referred to its dry bed that turned into a river of life2. Pontius Pilate served in the era of classical Roman Law [1st Century B.C.] and was referred to as “by nature rigid, stubbornly brutal” and by the cognomen “Pilatus” he was so named by his military forbears. Pilate was the 5th praefectus (hēgemōn)3, a procurator who exercised full control with “powers of life and death” in the province and was in charge of the army, of occupation, cavalry, cohorts and infantry. All sentencing de facto was submitted to him for ratification as he had authority to reverse capital sentencing. Pilate’s Plan was to invest and “stamp out” any category of unrest and it is interesting that in the Apostles’ Creed, our Lord Jesus’ suffering under Pilate4 was confirmed. Jesus disclosed no cause of action to Pilate, He clarified the fons et origo of Pilate’s power as given from Above. John gained access into the courtyard of the High Priest’s expansive residence due to his connections while Peter was questioned at the door. It is a profound mystery that a loving God’s decree of mortal sin was death5 however Scripture’s interest is in eternal Life and through His Crucifiction Christ Jesus overcame the state of death on mankinds’ behalf once-for-all6, and offered Life to believers fulfilling the prophecies of the Old Testament Prophets. Apart from Christ, death is the supreme enemy7. Classical Roman Law governed in 27 B.C. and during Christ’s time8. ANY PERSON who wishes to have eternal life may believe in Jesus Christ when you ask for it in Jesus Name.           





Footnotes


1	2 Samuel 15:23. David saw his own son’s strengths run wild without the controls God had built into David’s own life.


2	Ezekiel 47. It is a suggestion.


3	Mtt 27:2


4	“We believe Christ suffered under Pilate.” Although Pilate’s soldiers acted ultra vires when they went further than their procurator Pilates’ command. Pilate later committed suicide after a legal 	trial before the Emperor involving Pilate and a damages claim by Samaritan claimants between AD 37-41


5	Romans 6:23 


6	Romans 6:10 


7	Romans 14:9 Jesus is the Lord of both death and Life. The sinner passes from “death to Life” at the moment of first belief John 5:24. The sting has been drawn. The death of Jesus means victory 	for His believers and even joy now on earth through parri passu transformation in Christ’s image.


8	8th Century B.C. was the era of early Roman Law; 510 B.C. was the beginning of the Republic;  3rd to the 1st Centuries B.C. pre-classical Roman Law governed; in 27 B.C. the Principate and 	Dominate with classical Roman Jurists governed. Jesus lived through the ius gentium and ius honorarium by a Praetor Legal System which was a beautiful period of classical Roman Law. Luke 	23:49 shows the classical Roman law in action where Mary claimed possession of Christ’s body by staying throughout “with intention”, protected by the Praetor’s interdict.  
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from John 19, 20 accepting that law seeks to perfect man while Grace perfects mankind’s worship of God.  While Jesus suffered upon the Cross the Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in that inter alia the soldiers gambled for Jesus’ seamless outer garment1.  God’s Son showed intrinsic preparatory care for His immediate family2, extending outwards to His believers thus fulfilling Old Testament Prophecies. Jesus’ first appearance after having risen from the dead was to appear to a woman, Mary who was entrusted with the most amazing task of telling Jesus’ Disciples that their Master had indeed risen from the dead3. Thomas was forgiven for standing in doubt4 whereafter Jesus acted with bona fide kindness pronouncing blessings upon many thereafter who would believe in Him without having the benefit of sight. Jesus offered a unique final sacrifice through the eternal Holy Spirit superior to the Levitical offerings for He gave Himself as punishment unto death. Believers now offer praise to God continually5 for the new Sanctuary in which Christ the Mediator of a new Covenant agreement has entered to minister. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe and further, pray, may in Jesus Name, ask for Salvation and thank Him and praise Him.             





Footnotes





1	Psalm 22:1-18  Old Testament prophecy depicts gambling for Jesus’ clothes by Roman soldiers. There are many other fulfilling Scriptures about the Messiah.


2	Jn 19 Verse 25-27 Although it seemed to outsiders like the worst calamity had befallen the family, even at His lowest point Christ showed utmost love and directed 	His disciple to “receive His 	mother into his house”.  It does not help one to bemoan circumstances – on the one hand praying for one’s family in toto is a duty the true believer is obligated to perform with greatest care 	while on the other hand Christ has in addition given true believers “a brand new family” to pray for – the body of believers – who, free from doubt and with common purpose love the Lord God 	and are conjoined to act, in co-operation with one another to keep heaven open for new believers to love the Lord. 	


3	Christ’s resurrection is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. Christians are commissioned to open welcoming arms  to new believers in Jesus Name. On a human level a name is a significant and potent thing. The definitive name of God as the Holy Trinity is God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  


4	This is living proof of the era of Grace; forgiveness for doubt and a tactual opportunity to test the probity of resurrection evidence in re Christ’s nail-pierced hands and feet, and His sword-pierced 	side; which Thomas acknowledged “My Lord and My God”. There was nothing sinister in the leadership de facto enquiring 	after the dead body of Christ – it was rational to seek a legal solution in 	case there were formalities to perform via a Testament.     


5	John 19:33 of the record stated Jesus was already dead when the soldiers came to Him who confirmed it. Christ’s “Testament” through His death invests believers with spiritual power through the eternal Spirit of God to offer up sacrifices [not of death this time for the condemnation and sin have been paid for in full] of praise continually to God, acceptable to God simply due to Christ’s amazing work [Heb 9, 10]. Praises be to our heavenly Father and His Son Jesus for His blessed people the children of Israel through whose line from King David the Saviour came in the flesh to endow believers’ with confidence to approach, praise and worship of His Heavenly Father.    
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Graeme and his wife Vel read the extra-ordinary progress done by the fledgeling Church of Jerusalem in the Acts at around probably AD 63-70. Acts was the “pivot-book” after Luke’s gospel, was pedantically authored by Luke and was a momentous document that recorded after Lord Jesus ascended on a cloud into heaven from the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem, He returned to His Father Whom He cited as “our Father” and the Apostolic ministry and dispersal of members and evangelisation of the believers’ witness to distant regions, began.  Luke’s framework was filled with references to city magistrates, provincial governors and client kings all of widely differing cities1.  The courageous Church preached the Gospel of Christ to the exclusion of self2 and  Luke placed on the record living examples of the precious meanignful work of the Holy Spirit3. A remnant of Jews gladly accepted the Good News and the Gospel was proclaimed wider to the Gentiles according to Lord Jesus’ plan. The Church was dynamic, full of energy, exciting and grew progressively where thousands upon thousands witnessed to the faith that came to believe in Jesus Christ4 to open the doors of heaven. They witnessed to the Name of Christ and thus fulfilled Scripture5. Acts was not transcribed in a haphazard manner, it directed towards a specific point - the return of Lord Jesus as Judge and Ruler of the earth6. The new Church’s main order of business was to appoint a new apostle which was done by seeking the expertise of God Whom they declared “knew the hearts’ of men” and would guide them in their selection process7. ANY PERSON may ask God to assist them and believe in Jesus His Son if they so wish, no person is precluded.              





Footnotes


1	Acts – Jerusalem, Samaria, Lydda, Joppa, Antioch, Cyprus, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Phillipi, Thessalonica, Beroea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Caesarea, Malta, Rome.


2	Acts – Led by the Holy Spirit they taught, led, healed; demonstrated love in the synagogues, schools, homes, markets, and courtrooms; preached on streets, hills, ships and desert roads.	


3	Acts – in church relationships, prayer,  the founding and organisation of the Church, the first Church business meeting, the implications of Grace and the law of love thus validating Christ’s claims and promises. 


4	Acts – By personal testimony, preaching or defence before authorities, they told the truth about the Saviour with boldness, not of their own enthusiasm but by the power of the promised Comforter 	and Guide Who was a vibrant Spirit of Father God who provided an increasing amount of remedies for the early Church. They were “Holy Spirit-conscious” not problem-conscious.


5	To testify of Christ’s death and resurrection with great effect, the power of the Holy Spirit was made available from the Cross for exclusively one objective – to witness about Jesus. There is no other purpose but to proclaim that one’s sins are paid for in full because Christ died according to the strictest requirements of the Law and due to His having risen, all believers are free to approach God our Father in heaven without hindrance and may soberly benefit from His Presence.   


6	1 Thessalonians 5:2


7	Together they outlined a specific criteria consistent with the Bible, examined the alternatives, prayed for wisdom and guidance resulting in a wise outcome.   
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from Acts 1-3 believing the Bible spoke directly to true believers in Christ. Space constraints prevent a classic exposition however it is clear from Acts, that for the fledgling Church a new law had been promulgated, the law of repentance for sin , love for God and forgiveness towards believers to the “ends of the world”. Repentance for sin was brought about by the Holy Spirit. The fledgling Church was in one accord believing that Christ had accepted all liability for sin, set them free and a powerful meeting proceeded where God met them in His Presence with signs following1. The Church made a significant departure from everything previously relied upon in terms of the Law, where they submitting to the new law - Grace of the 2 Commandments.  The fledgling Church was the vehicle of divine “forgiveness” shown to unbelievers who requested help for Salvation and who were welcomed into the midst of Father God’s Great Love. The record revealed that a “radical upheaval” took place within their hearts as they repented2. The “foreign language” expressly spoken by the Church was heard by people from different lands who listened intently and responded3 to the Call to praise God with joy, peace, sharing their meals and belongings, enjoying fellowship, their worship and prayers together that characterised the qualities of the fledgling Church. Believers can also note further that this was a confirmation of Joel’s prophesy of the restoration of “He is our joy” [strong, powerful, tumultuous and intense excitement] and praise4. ANY PERSON may ask of God for forgiveness in Jesus name. No person is precluded.               





Footnotes


1	The objective of “a sign” was to announce and show many people, through word and deed from various lands, that the risen Christ had paid the lawful price for sin and forgiveness that was 	available to any person who wanted it through God’s gracious love. 


2	Full redemption was obtained through the death of Christ [Heb 9:15]. The common basic teaching about God’s love for mankind placed the death of Christ under the purpose of God as a 	compelling divine necessity. This death will never happen again for it was accomplished “once for all”. Believers can have eternal Life and forgiveness is spoken over others.	


3	There is no other place in the New Testament where “foreign languages” were spoken via the Holy Spirit except as a gift to edify – this occasion however was an initial bestowal of the Holy Spirit to endorse the inclusion of new classes of believers. This is not to be confused with the cadences of vocalisation in the Epistles which is a “specific gift” that expressly excludes “foreign languages”. The Old Testament prophets under the power of anointing “called out” “preached” and in 2 Peter 2:5 “I talk of righteousness” related Peter. For the fledgling Church - “We cannot but speak the things we have seen and heard” Ac 4:20. The sine qua non of true preaching is ‘a sense of compulsion’ and for the modern believer these matters are done to expressly bring the focus on Christ [never for self, for no-one has suffered as Christ did]. Believers are encouraged to forgive their worst enemy and others, for “minor infractions” - for thus rests the focus on Christ.   . 


4	The Word of God tells us this was a sign on all believers – personal adoration and corporate Church worship. (Isaiah 49:13, Joel 2:28-32 [8th Century B.C.])  
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the meaning of Peter’s specific address at Acts 2,3 to the leaders after the healing of the lame man. Peter clearly presented God’s message and explained  who Lord Jesus was, His rejection as Messiah, the fatal mistake to reject Him since He held Life and how God changed people. It was appropriate for correct steps to be taken in using the opportunity God offered to them in respect of belief that they might receive Christ as their Messiah and Lord, as the coming to earth of the Saviour was significantly in God’s original plan1. Peter showed Jesus was the long-awaited for Messiah and that the way was open first to the Jewish nation to repent, believe and enjoy times of spiritual refreshment and then the inclusion to the Gentiles - all the nations of the earth. From the framework of God’s promise to Abraham He would bless the whole world through Abraham’s descendants2. The Gate Beautiful was an entrance to the Temple not the city. Peter in his address right there in the town where they had crucified his Lord, used the word “Servant” which is the same word used in the Isaiah 53:13 prophecy to depict God’s chosen Servant. The Apostles were witnesses to the risen Christ which is the catalyst for the phenomenal display of Godly authority and power that healed a lame man rendering full praises to God so all might see and hear. The first Christians were Jewish believers who saw Jesus’ message and resurrection as the fulfillment of everything they knew and believed from the Old Testament prophesies. The Apostle’s used Jesus’ Name in faith for the name of Christ had full authority3. ANY PERSON who believes Jesus Christ is the Messiah may repent and approach God to put their confidence in Him.  All are welcomed.             





Footnotes


1	Deuteronomy 18:15; Psalm 22; Isaiah 50:6 – Moses prophesied regarding “the Prophet” the people themselves had requested God send. The directive was He will be sent, they must listen 	to Him and His authenticism might be measured by the prophecies where they did not come true, they need never fear. However all Jesus’ prohecies came true including the prophecy with 	regards to His death and most importantly His resurrection. It was to this the Apostles were witnesses of – His resurrection. In Deuteronomy the words Moses spoke came at a critical time when 	the Israelites had to take a stand against the effects of a debasing and extensive 	pantheon. God gave them clear direction regarding monotheism and the Levitical Priests applied God’s Word in 	many ways e.g. inter alia “mourning rites” – by cautioning the Israelite mourners to preclude pagan manifestations of “identification with the dead” by tattooing themselves over the loss of a 	loved one. The Israelites were permitted traditional lamentations, sorrow, fasting, for a specified time and thereafter were to celebrate life! The Children of Israel at Mt. Horeb [Mt. Sinai] 	asked for a Prophet to be sent and Moses related that the “Sent One” would come from among their own. Mt. Horeb is deeply significant as this was the 	precise place where Moses himself in a 	noble encounter heard God speaking through the fiery burning bush, and in addition where the law itself was given to Israel (Ex 3:1, 18:5). 


2	Gen 12:3	 Abraham showed us faith. 


3	It was the Presence of God through the Name of Jesus abiding in the Apostles that brought about healing for many others.  Hosea promised “Let us press on to know Him and He will respond to us” Hos 6:3
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the significance of the twelve Apostles’ being the “pillars” of the fledgling Church1 in Acts 4. The witness, life and work of the Apostles originated from the Holy Spirit and not the perquisite of an individual2. The Apostles served the interests of Christ alone which was the tenet that authorised healings, prayer, worship, discernment, love and fellowship - giving power and life to the message of hope. The message led to great numbers being added to the Church and like a child growing in wisdom and stature the Church fed and watered thousands of souls by God’s Presence as the Holy Spirit worked with them in love, strength and fullness of fruit.  The Apostles’ first establishment of the Church is beyond question3.  The fledgling Church served Christ with unswerving patience and dependance upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  ANY PERSON who wishes to believe may repent of their sins and ask Lord Jesus if they could come into the household of God’s eternal love.             





Footnotes


1	It was Father God’s will that there be twelve disciples [whom Jesus selected Mtt 10:1-9], Acts 1:25,26 reflects 11 Apostles and the selection process to make up the number 12 which is 	reflected in Revelations 22:2 as the Tree of Life bearing twelve crops of fruit. Genesis 2:8-9 mentions the “Tree of Life” [which we now may partake of due to Christ’s sacrifice] and 12 Tribes of 	Israel [Rev 7:4-8]. This places the Apostles acts in one of the most significant categories of authority and power in Christ’s name. Also notice Mattew 12:33 where Jesus warned a tree is identified 	by its fruit.


2	Jesus while on earth taught His disciples much from His Father  – inter alia blessings, true humility, dealing with anger, about divorce, retaliation, loving one’s enemies, giving to the needy, prayer, 	mourning, fasting, handling money, criticising others, fruit in people lives, healing one’s mother-in-law. The Apostles followed the teachings, the causal effect having far reaching consequences 	outside Jerusalem between A.D. 63 and 70.


3	The Acts is an eyewitness account of the birth and spread of the fledgling Church. However, transmitted and expurgated from the 2nd and 3rd Centuries have emerged bizarre non-	apocryphal esoteric tractates of various forms, the issues raised not appropriate to salient conversations explicitly of the period and Church discussion. One reader of Colossians 4:16 felt 	incumbent upon him to produce the apparently missing letter to the Laodiceans. The canonised text places emphasis on outreach work whilst contrary and tendentious sectarian supplements are 	conspicuously remote from the Holy Spirit’s evangelical guidance.


4	Christ’s actual resurrection has implications for His Person; for the sons of men cannot do this. Blessings via the Holy Spirit have been released and the old curses for disobedience attached to 	the Sinai Covenant are rendered unlawful, unprocedural and unfair as God Himself has set His Seal on Christ’s atoning work to release His people/and others from their sins. The Old Testament 	Prophets’ special knowledge of covenant form [vassal treaties] points to a close link to a treaty or covenant form in the Colossians scripture 1:14,15,18 whereby Jewish believer’s and believer’s 	sins were “nailed to the Cross”. Hence the resultant accusation of sin is no longer valid. The “covenant lawsuit” is settled through the Crucifiction. It was imperative that the resurrection of Jesus 	was witnessed to [seen] by the [vigorous testimonies of] the 	Disciples/Apostles and further extended by believers’ worldwide. [It is also striking that in certain lawsuits, heaven and earth are 	called in as ‘witnesses’ too].  
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Graeme and Vel read the material text of Acts 5. “Solomon’s Hall” was part of the Temple complex built by King Herod which included in the architecture a porch framed into “a walk” that measured 30 cubits wide with 2 rows of pillars 25 cubits high along the eastern Gentile side. Church practices included a baptism in the name of Jesus, regular attendance at the Temple, instruction given by the Apostles and “fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayers” on a household basis, the House of Israel will be offered salvation first and thereafter it would “pass” to the Gentiles1. Notably the believers’ outward expression is not to secure salvation but to give a thank-offering for it2. The impact of multitudes being healed of sickness, healings and unclean spirits thrown out was the reality of the signs and wonders Joel prophesied about3. Regarding material things first Ananias and then Sapphira lied regarding the purchase price of immovable property by siphoning off a portion for themselves and offering the Church a paltry amount. This was dealt with extraordinarily swiftly and in Revelations a corresponding verse lets all true believers know the express terms of entry into God the Father’s Holy City4. One of the most interesting philosophical discussions recorded in Acts are the wise words of Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, esteemed member of the Sanhedrin who possessed exquisite reasoning and persuasive powers and it is of import the manner by which “Raban” [a name given due to his reverance for the law] addressed the Council5 and appealed to their historical knowledge, status, position, experience, public policy and wisdom. “…[A]nd now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it - lest you even be found to fight against God.”6   The Scriptures have made it abundantly clear - WHOEVER THIRSTS let him take the water of life Lord Jesus offers, freely.              





Footnotes


1	Hebrews 12:23


2	Hebrews 13:15. The watching-and-waiting believer works as an “agent”of Christ although Scripture plainly states God the Father calls us sons and daughters. Believers are not delegatusdelegare 	non potest they are co-heirs in Christ.


3	Joel 2:30 the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and wonders in the heavens and in the earth; Heaven is the abode of God Himself Deut 26:15. 


4	Grace was available for renunciation of sin to all who are born again of the Holy Spirit and honesty is a prerequisite Rev 22:15 by the Grace of Christ and His righteousness. The actual “religious 	laws” for believers was not within the new justification era yet the the believer comes under the law where legislation and government exists; even still, provision is made for claimants in a civil 	action who may seek relief from damnum through remedies should they have been lied to  and suffered harm. The issue with Ananias and Sapphira was that they had already pledged the entire 	sale of the property to the Church but then covertly withheld a quantum.   


5	The chief Priests (“archiereus”) were prominent priests of historical and religious continuity and often were close relatives of the High Priests with special influence 	and were con-joined by 	scribes, elders, Sanhedrin, ruling former high priests and prominent priestly families. The rich insights of Hebrews are among God’s gifts in the canon of the Scriptures with reference to the 	priestly role Christ as the new High Priest functions in and that is to do away with the effort of the law and have faith in Grace.The temple police were guards who restored order at the temple. The 	Sadducees were a sect that did not believe in the resurrection. The Sanhedrin was the Supreme Court of the Jews the highest tribunal of the land which also included lesser courts and 	councils in its districts; Joseph of Arimathea was a 	councillor [note the procedural manner in which he approached the Praetor]. In capital cases arguments for acquittal were presented first [a 	simple majority vote won] thereafter the cases for conviction. In doubtful cases the benefit always lay with the accused. The Pharisees belonged to the Hasmonaean priest-kings, the Hasidim 	“God’s loyal ones” who were a minority group that understood the common people and genuinely tried to make the law bearable for them. They stressed 	individual fufillment of the law, insisted on 	the unity and holiness of God and stressed ethical adherence to the law with a stringent eye on tithing. 


6	Acts 5:38,39 
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Graeme and Vel take the opportunity to reflect upon Acts 9 and welcome the changes the Bible brings to our lives - which we take seriously. In sequence - Saul was i) born a Roman citizen in Tarsus the chief city of Cilicia and was named Paul also with a Jewish name Saul, his family did not become assimilated into the Gentile way of life surrounding them in the diaspora1, ii) Saul was brought up at his mother’s knee, iii) He was educated at the feet of Rabban Gamaliel iv) Acts 8:1 must have had an effect upon the young man Saul; the glorified Jesus “I am Jesus” appearance on the road towards Damascus was spectacular and Jesus asked Saul a question in Hebrew - “Saul, is it difficult to kick against the goads?”2 Saul saw the risen Christ in His brilliance from heaven, Who challenged Saul specifically regarding the persecutions he carried out against Christ’s beloved Church. Saul’s conversion experience was dramatic and Ananias went obediently to pray with Saul which was the initial commission that commenced Saul’s work for Christ3. Barnabas [son of encouragement] who had sold his land and given the proceeds to the Jerusalem Church, calmed the fears [understandably] of the Church regarding Saul and it became clear that Jesus Himself had commissioned Saul to bear His Name before the Gentiles, Kings and the Children of Israel and warned Saul of a difficult time. A Spirit-filled Paul had it in his heart to collect significant funds to assist the Church at Jerusalem as they were experiencing a time of severe famine. There is no doubt that the dispersion paved the way for the spread of the gospel, and Paul, steeped in learning, recognised the ancestral hope his fellow Children of Israel had in Jesus and that at God’s prescribed time the veil will be removed from their eyes and they will be re-established by faith as members of the beloved community: their present estrangement lasting only “until the full number of Gentiles come in, and so all Israel will be saved”4. The Church was blessed to have the Church at Jerusalem which taught them about almsgiving and prayer and the Gentile Churches quickly accepted the equality of Jew and Gentile before God. To Paul, the Holy Spirit was the enabling “Spirit of adoption”, that leads believers to say “Abba Father” and “Lord Jesus”. ANY PERSON may turn to Christ if they so wish - heaven is open and sinners are welcomed. Let there be a new birth, an opening of the heart, an enlightening of blinded eyes and the giving of understanding in Jesus Name.





Footnotes


1	Saul describes himself as a “Hebrew of the Hebrews” Phil 3:5; and he was aware of the advantages of connections and networks.


2	A goad was a long handled sharp instrument on a pole, used at the effective date to prod oxen to keep them moving and ploughing.Ecclesiastes 12:11 a beautiful verse describing the wise 	instruction of a good teacher : it is healthy to them that love learning.


3	1 Cor 9:1, Gal 1:15,16 Saul was “called” from birth; God the Father revealed His Son to Saul as he was attempting to stamp out Christianity and prevent the spread of Christ’s message on the 	Damascus road. Christ’s Presence took this personally and He questioned Saul …“[w]hy are you persecuting Me?” This brought about a deep conviction of sin in Saul who being learned was 	aware of Deuteronomy 21:22-23 and he realised that Jesus took upon Himself the curse laid on mankind and if Christ, the Son of God subjected Himself to the curse pronounced by the Law, then 	it was appropriate to view Grace as validly clothing believers in Christ’s righteousness. Saul was rendered without appetite and sight at this encounter with Christ and the first significant thing Saul 	did thereafter was to pray for his beloved Israel [Acts 9:20] and witness to Christ’s resurrection, then secondly Saul cared for the Jerusalem Church’s needs. Believers can also be assured Christ 	takes it personally when His sheep are in need of help; for it is His Presence within the believer that seeks to obey Father’s will and stands against any and all persecution.


4	Romans 11:18, 11:25ff; 2 Cor 3:16. The prophecies from Christ have proven true and future prophecies will come to pass, teaches the Scriptures. We are praying in alignment with the Word of 	the Lord as Father God’s objectives in Christ’s Name are accomplished.


5	Only by God’s Holy Spirit can one confess Jesus as Lord, Saul taught 1 Cor 12:3 
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit a content index for the year 2015 as a reflection of systematic weekly readings throughout Scripture with pages and citations.





Comprehensive Outline of Scriptural readings, citations and consequential numerical pages








Contents�
Pg�
Citation�
�
Christian Purpose and Bibliography�
1�
2015 readings�
�
The fishermen’s encounter with Jesus was blessed by God�
2�
Luke 5; Mtt 16:17�
�
The Roman Centurion lex curiata received his daughter’s healing vicariously �
3�
Luke 5:12-15; ch 6,7�
�
Jesus’ futuristic prophecies regarding His 2nd Appearance  �
4�
Mark 13�
�
The road was paved away from human merit into Grace for the undeserving�
5�
Luke 11�
�
Luke for-ordained by God, physician and outward blessing�
6�
Luke 12�
�
The Fig tree life-cycle, seeds, leaven - Spiritual significance in the Israelites�
7�
Luke 13�
�
Giving to the poor and humility as the measurement of less; “knowing” God�
8�
Luke 14�
�
Prayer - conditions, its processes, development in Lord Jesus’ name�
9�
Luke 18�
�
Referencing thanksgiving and praise to God�
10�
Luke 19�
�
The glory of Christ’s deliberate sacrifice went to Almighty God - believers no longer liable �
11�
Luke 22-24�
�
The Passover Ceremony and its everlasting significance to the Lamb that was slain�
12�
Luke 23-24�
�
Principles of pardon and forgiveness to ordinary men and women�
13�
Luke 24�
�
Doctrine of Jesus Christ the Son of God, glorified through all Creation�
14�
John 1�
�
Jesus’ Mother and imbued stewardship �
15�
John 2�
�
Worship in Spirit and in truth to God the Almighty Father in heaven�
16�
John 3, 4�
�
Healing and a miracle - one bound for 38 years found liberality �
17�
John 5�
�
The Bread of Presence’ unlocked daily, God’s Mercy �
18�
John 6, Jonah 1-4�
�
Christ’s Bread of Presence did not bargain for an easier life�
19�
John 6�
�
The obedience of Lord Jesus taught submissive hearts �
20�
John 7�
�
Israelite religious laws powerless against Lord Jesus’ limitless Grace �
21�
John 8�
�
Names of our Father in heaven and our Lord Jesus�
22�
John 8�
�
The purposive Chief Shepherd �
23�
John 10�
�
The believers composite in Christ’s Resurrection and Life; Lazarus raised to Life �
24�
John 11�
�
Father God’s plan for Jesus’ Resurrection shattered Satan’s reign of darkness forever �
25�
John 12:30-32�
�
The vicarious nature of the Lord’s suffering; Naaman’s pride nearly cost his healing�
26�
John 13�
�
Guiding principles by the Lord regarding Father’s House of many mansions�
27�
John 14�
�
�
�
�
�
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Graeme and Vel read further communications of Acts 7,8 believing the Scriptures have direct meaning to believers. The seven disciples were appointed by the Jerusalem Council of elders and the Apostles, were specifically chosen to attend to the fiduciary needs of the widows. Stephen and fellow disciples were Hellenistic Jews and Stephen stood out as being extraordinarily filled with the Spirit of God in faith, grace, spiritual power and wisdom. In front of the Council Stephen spoke of the purposes of God and not of himself. The Spirit-filled reply to the charges against him was a blanket survey of the law’s transitoriness, how the children of Israel possessed a pure aniconic worship, spiritual theology, altar and prayer, and the reasons the Old Testament Prophets encouraged adherence to the Holy Text and strongly discouraged impulses to syncretism1.  Stephen proclaimed the astounding message God would dwell with mankind through the Spirit in a new era being ushered in, where the “witness of Christ resurrected” would not be left to impressionistic recollections but would be held in hearts under the guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit, not in one localised building but spread out to many thirsting nations and many, many peoples. Stephen’s confirmation of Christ standing at the right hand of the Throne of God the Father2 had enormous significance for the fledgling Church especially when persecutions intensified3. The Spirit-filled Apostles were the touchstones of authentic textured doctrine and general pattern of Church government that seemed to have been a board of elders or pastors who furthered the interests of the Church, properly augmented by prophets and teachers ruling in each of the local congregations with deacons assisting and a general superintendence over the entire Church provided for by Apostles and Evangelists. It was in a corporate capacity that the Apostles provided leadership for the fledgling Church4 and there was more of a faithful pastoral, sacramental and spiritual congregation than one mere individual acting in Christ’s name, that opened the Kingdom to believers and closed it against unbelief5.  ANY PERSON may believe in Christ the Lord, in this present era, where he or she is received into Lord God’s loving arms.  





Footnotes


1	The Old Testament Prophets classified the graven and molten images around the Israelites as “gillȗlîm”.


2	As Advocate and Witness to Stephen’s defence, confirmation came from three sources – the Spirit of God filled Stephen, the Son and the Father witnessed and confirmed that what Stephen 	prophesied for the Church was the purposes of God. Grace was clearly evident in that Stephen prayed for forgiveness for his persecutors which had a significant confirmation for the Church to be 	assured of the purposeful direction they should take. It was not easy yet obedience overcame fear, and faith through Grace produced fruit.   


3	AD 44 Rome persecutions, AD 64 Neronium persecutions, the Graeco-Roman world AD66-70, AD 112 Trajan legislation provided Christian persecution a specific 	charge “the Institutum 	Neronianum” proscribed the nomen “Christianity” yet interestingly the Church continued to acquire and maintain property rights in spite of the severing of the Jewish-Christian branch of Judaism 	from its Jewish trunk due to citizen acquisition of immovable property rights. The Roman governor possessed a discretion to refuse jurisdiction to persecute and specifically if he exited the 	Province it then rendered a non-binding effect upon him. Persecution was later limited to three instances – i) claimants were barred from admitting charges against private religious opinion, ii) 	accusations were to be made personally and publicly – to bring a capital charge was both dangerous and difficult, and iii) in each province, only one man – the governor – could impose the death 	sentence.


4	In the present era the general principles of Acts read with 1 Thessalonians 5:12 that govern church activity “recognise those over you”, 1 Tim 5:19 deals with elders who have a calling to act with 	utmost care to be non-prejudicial, impartial, rendering a humble and loving service and ruling well. 


5	Gamaliel’s wisdom saw trouble on the horizon if the Council lost sight of their objectives; and he was proved correct. The persecutors were later themselves placed under persecution by 	the turning tides. Herod Antipas was eventually exiled, after Herod Agrippa’s attack on the Apostles he was left with sudden death at age 54 ‘overcome by worms’ (Acts 12:23), Nero AD 68 	committed suicide. Regarding ‘assisted suicides’ in classic Roman law taking a life was defined as murder with fault. The authorities however adopted a pragmatic approach to one who solely 	wanted to commit suicide – an application to the Senate had to be made and thereafter hemlock was free of charge. In many Common Law countries today an ‘assisted suicide’ is categorised as 	an element of murder and is therefore unlawful.
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Graeme and Vel submit the following epitome from Acts 8. In the light of Saul’s education and early prominence it is recorded that Saul was a Roman citizen1. Saul, educated at the feet of Rabban Gamaliel, was a member of a Synagogue, a Pharisee and had official authority2 from the chief Priests to persecute the fledgling Church members3.  This4 forced the devastated fledgling Church to flee north into Samaria and south into Judea thus confirming Jesus’ command for the Church to witness His resurrection into Samaria and Judea [and into all the world].  The Greek-speaking Philip was one of Stephen’s Jewish contemporaries and in one accord they attended to the multitudes’ healing, calling out unclean spirits, the sick, paralysed and lame were healed all of which caused a commotion and attracted a man who was familiar with Trinitarian schemes5. The Eunuch [Philip expounded Isaiah 53 to] was a high-ranking minister or court-officer of Queen Candace of Ethiopia6. The Church under the purposes of God spread rapidly north, south and west along the coast and highways preparing for later journeys towards other lands. Philip preached at Azotus and travelled and preached at Caesarea along the coastline.  The Church was closely-guided implicitly by the Holy Spirit just as Jesus promised7 and three hundred years later when Roman Imperialism declined, a solid foundation for Christ’s followers had been built. May God bless His Land Israel, our Christian family and newcomers to the Church.  ANY PERSON who seeks to be guided by the Holy Spirit of God must be born again and may after repentance for sin, ask Jesus Christ for forgiveness first.    


 


Footnotes


1	Romans 11:1; Phil 3:5; Acts 23:6; Saul’s family were of means, his nephews had access to influential Jerusalem leaders, he was of the Tribe of Binyamin (son of the right hand). Acts 6:37 and if 	citizens, then the family must have been in residence there for some time and had an established network of connections.


2	An arrest warrant that stated specifically the ground of blasphemy. Things changed later and in AD 112 the Church found relief under a reasonable limitation on the legislation regarding 	allegations of this genus of private religion opinion in terms of capital charges and death sentencing. 	


3	He not only cast his vote against them Acts 26:10, he actively persecuted and personally attended a stoning on the ground of “blasphemy”. Saul fulminated against the early followers of Jesus 	trying to compel them to denounce their faith and stop the spread of the Gospel. The “blasphemy” offence was a serious allegation indeed, it was not “they like water from the well” which offends 	us because “we drink it from a fountain” disagreement [hardly an offense anyway], the charge was a full-blown warrant with supporting documentation containing specific wording in respect of 	“any believer” and stamped with the seal of the Chief High Priest’s name.  


4	A “driven” Saul was authorised to persecute and had arrest warrants under his belt..see Acts 9:14!


5	Impressed only by visible manifestations, he applied to the disciples as he would to higher proficients in the same trade for the formula at an appropriate price. Peter’s patristic reply was a 	ringing rebuke to the charlatan/heresiarch. Irenaeus the critic [later] saw Simeon as the “initiator of a long chain of interrelated errors” and his instinct was not far wrong as two issues mentioned 	by Peter weere firstly, the idea that God’s truth and power might be purchased as one would immovable property or a ‘thing’ with coins, was anathema; and secondly, that God looked always to 	the intents of the heart – if the heart was right with God and placed Jesus at the centre it would attract a blessing Acts 8:20 ff. There are no “visible manifestations” at this point in time bar the fruit 	and gifts of the Holy Spirit which again, seeks to always place Christ at the centre. Christ the Lord is our manifestation of His Word.


6	At the heart of this stunning prophecy lies its highest point - the description of God’s Servant. His suffering, death and redemptive nature of His earthly mission on earth is significant regarding 	expiation of sin, due to the fact that He is still alive and His name is eternally accessible for expiation through God’s mercy. The Servant of God suffered on our behalf [the Lord laid on Him the 	iniquity of us all] and it is through His suffering that we were made right with God. At the end of the exegesis the Eunuch believed and insisted on being water baptised, clearly led by the Holy 	Spirit and drawn by Father God in heaven, to do His work. Queen Candace had her own Seal with her name inscribed – which reveals literacy was widespread at Ethiopia.


7	Various beautiful creative living manifestations of the work of wonderful Holy Spirit of God [Who knows all things] were displayed vis á vis generosity, forgiveness, obedience, piety [caring for 	the widows and elderly], boldness, preaching, discernment of spirits, speechdrafting, proclamation of the Good News, legal acumen for business contracts and acquisitions, teaching, healing, 	wisdom, prophecy [boldly tested for the Spirit of Jesus]. Roman Imperial Dominion opened the way for peace and the spreading of the Gospel due to the uniform magisterial authority. Jesus [the 	“u-s” in His name depicting Roman masculine form] himself attested to Rome’s taxation rights; and Roman justice through its lex curiata and provincia favoured tolerance for the Christians.  
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Across ten million ‘other universes’ up to a thousand million light years away and pealing out through our galaxy a burst of celebratory praise rung out and sounded into the cool Bethlehem night air. Angels joined together in hosts, singing songs of praise to the manifold works of God in the highest, of the glory and wisdom of creation, His peace and Holy Purpose with which He now declared with full authority over all mankind. “Glory to God in the Highest, Peace on earth and Goodwill towards men”.  A gigantic star system composed of a thousand million stars like the sun, a disc 60,000 light years across joined in the praises and one single luminous majestic manifestation of awe-inspiring immensityin the form of a new new star1 pointed to the place where God the Father chose for the birth of His Son. Three Magi, trained in direct observation, visibility and measurement, saw the brilliant bright star of our universe2 and in blessed awesome exploration set out to find the Deity Who broke through their astrology system and revealed a sign in the form of a dominating “Supernova” - which produced more light than all the other stars together at its rising and which came to rest in a shower of magnificent light over a manger in the far outer room of a crowded Inn. As a response to God, the Magi worshipped joyfully, rejoicing, offering gifts to the Saviour of mankind - a soft yellow untarnishable metal well known for its malleability and a valuable article in currency - gold; an extract from a stiff-branched tree and ingredient used in anointing oil, myrrh; and further, a heavy perfume type resin used, in addition as acknowledment of a deity but in part used in the “cereal offering” by the Priests was frankincense. The Magi gladly bore these as they bowed low to the “Saviour” and “Friend of Sinners”, our Lord Jesus. Each year believers remember the wonderful event and each year new believers wonder in worship at His feet, as the great family of believers never tire of hearing the wonderful real story of the birth of Christ over and again. None are turned away, none is precluded, all are welcomed and ANY PERSON who chooses, may believe in the Babe in a Manger who is the Lord Jesus, if you feel it is in your heart to.  





Footnotes





1	Matthew 2; Numbers 24:17


2	Psalm 104
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer their understanding of Acts 8,9 in the New Testament. God made special use of two honest and blessed meticulous doctors, one a doctor of medicine and the other a doctor of law. Gamaliel the doctor of law urged the Council to treat the Apostles of the fledgling Church with moderation1. The other doctor, Luke a well-educated and trained physician emphasised Christ’s compassion for people, drew attention to Christ’s gentle treatment of women and portrayed the distinct doctrine of the Apostles’ Great Commission which was “to witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ”. The resurrection of Christ carried with it the resurrection of the believers and the Apostles taught the believer’s body transformation from glory to glory and after death, into one of incorruptible glory and power, sometimes recognisable, other times not, that it would be able to appear suddenly, it would have flesh and bones, it would have the ability to eat food, it would not be given to marriage nor to flesh intimacy2. The hallmark of the Church’s foundational faith began and ended [Alpha and Omega] with the “body and blood of Christ Jesus” and was celebrated continuously by the early Church as “the Lord’s Day” and in this time-period it remains a pivotal tenet of the Christian faith. Following the great persecution of the early Church, Rome after AD 112 provided ex lege for an all encompassing religious tolerance firstly through limitation by way of the warrants which were regulatorily required to be in forma specifica - and secondly, it was difficult to sustain a charge against private Christian religious belief as Roman authority upheld the religious rights of the Christians3. For the Church, the authority of Christ was its original power and under Christ, the government was to be obeyed which meant their obligation was fulfilled not only to Christ but also widely in terms of Roman rule. The Church kept the laws of the land, privately each citizen paid their taxes and their import duties gladly4. ANY PERSON who desires to have Christ live in their heart may call out to Him to be saved, if they so wish.





Footnotes


1	Gamaliel was an unexpected ally to the Apostles, yet his intention actually was to prevent a Council-split and thus avoid arousing the provincial Roman Procurator. 	The Sadducees while holding 	Gamaliel in the highest regard due to his position of learnedness nevertheless paid scant attention to his wisdom when he urged them to choose tolerance rather than repression.“[A]nd now I say 	to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it – lest even you be found to fight 	against God.” Acts 5:39


2	Luke 24:39ff, 25:16;  John 20:19, 1 Cor 15:42-52, Dan 12:2. The Biblical text states that ‘departed Christians’ are in conscious joy with Christ prior to resurrection Luke 23:43;  Phil 1:21-23; John 	14:19 the believer is able to know Christ [Who is alive in the believer’s heart] in His Word and Spirit -  if one is alive in Christ then one’s name 	[original name] is written in the “Book of Life”.


3	The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa at section 15 provides for freedom of religion, belief, conscience and opinion subject to observances following the rules laid down by appropriate public 	authorities which must be conducted on an equitable basis with free and voluntary attendance. At section 9(3) on an equitable ground the State may not discriminate unfairly directly or indirectly 	against inter alia conscience, belief, religion.  In South Africa tolerance is practiced rather than repressive treatment.


4	The Bible denounced Christian disobedience to one’s governing authority du jour, Romans 13:1ff


	




















































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Graeme and and his wife Vel provide a non-exhaustive examination of Acts chapters 11,12. When Peter returned, the argument raised by the Jewish brothers was reasonable1. Eventually the brothers acknowledged a significant element - Gentiles now had the privilege of turning to God and receiving eternal life. Peter’s arrest by Herod2 at a busy Passover season was a direct political ploy which further compounded the purposes of the Jewish-Christian Church. The nature of Roman imperialism in context was such that provinces were created where the appropriate Magisterial title worked in association with friendly local powers to preserve Rome’s military security and if there was no actual warfare then his work was mainly diplomatic. He was regional commander of one of the modern treaty organisations which served the interests of a major power rather than the colonial governor with attendant monarchical authority. The solidarity of the ‘empire’ was a product of the sheer preponderance of Roman might rather than its direct centralised administration and it was inevitable that the Magisterial eye was cast to his next step in the capital, for ambitions were lofty [and with 5-10 year commands being distinctly unhelpful] and it is significant that the first standing court in Rome was established for trials inter alia of - a provincial Magistrate for extortion, unwieldy competition amongst officers and outright attempts at military usurpation. While patronage in the powerful houses of the Senate was sought against capriciousness, Rome’s clever ways lay in a strict respect for inter alia politics and law, boundaries, loyalty from friends and clients in return for protection, citizenship and municipal loyalties. Peter was arrested on the authority of the Magisterial authority Herod Agrippa3 who patronymically ‘enriched’ himself [politically] by favouring local powers, declared a cause of action however possessed no valid evidence. Luke’s recordal has an unequivocal tenor of joyful insight amidst the ‘plots’, ‘executions’, ‘arrests’ as he instilled the Father’s purpose - ‘prayers were ongoing’ for Peter which triggered a pivotal rescue due to the little prayer group’s earnest intercession. ANY PERSON may turn to God in Jesus name to be saved and receive eternal life - if he or she prays for Salvation. 





Footnotes


1	The intellectual argument was not denial that the Gentiles were saved but that the sheer numbers being saved would require a lengthy integration process of Jewish law and 	tradition. Peter’s 	fellowship and eating with the Gentiles drew theological responses however Peter’s 6 witnesses testified how their lives had changed by the power of the Holy Spirit and Peter quoted Jesus’ 	promises about the [11:16] new Grace era. He explained that it was G-d Who had chosen the Jews, taught them His laws, provided expiation, the general message of G-d’s Salvation through 	Abraham Gen 12:3; how worship of G-d shall not cease Ps 22:27 [all families shall worship Him]; The Lord’s purposes will come through His Servant Isa 42:4 [Jesus shall not fail nor will He be 	discouraged until justice is established on earth], the power of Christ’s resurrection 49:6[He will raise up the tribes of Jacob…He will be a light to the Gentiles]; spiritual power was available to 	non-Jewish believers Jer 16:19-21[the Gentiles shall know the Lord’s hand and might]; Salvation shall extend Zec 2:11 [many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day…Israel will know 	that “Yahweh Ṣeḇāôṯ”, the Lord of Hosts* has sent Jesus to Israel]; and the very specific message in Malachi 1:11  “[G]reat will be G-d’s name and He will be honoured from morning to night 	with the purest of offerings by the Gentiles.” * The divine title was used at Shiloh where God was worshipped at the “tent of meeting” [a copy and shadow of heavenly things], principal sanctuary of 	the Israelites during the times of the Judges, where Samuel’s parents annually pilgrimaged, and Gen 49:10ff where it states “[t]he scepter and lawgiver will not depart from Judah until Shiloh 	comes [Messiah]” which explains the era of Grace ushered in by Christ.     


2	A Roman family name. General evidence of other names [unlike our static view] suggests biblical names were categorised dynamically as status-names [man, animals, stars etc], occasion-	names [e.g.promise fulfilled], family names [Benyamin]; event-names [Babel/Babylon ‘confusion’], circumstance-names [Isaac ‘laughter’], transformation-names [Issa ‘Eve’], predictive-names 	[Zedekiah ‘righteousness’ but Jehoahaz ‘politically astute spiritually inept’], theologic-names [Isaiah ‘may Yahweh save!’] The name ‘Jesus’ is none of the above and declares the recipient to be 	God, born of a virgin, of King David’s line. The name heralded the future, fulfilled prophecy, is a ground for prayer for all believers, is distinctively associated with baptism in the New Testament, 	stresses the total reality of the divine nature and with it the totality of divine purpose through the Trinity and in addition stresses total blessedness. We can approach Father only through the name 	of Jesus. Jesus told his followers to not “worry yourself at all about genealogies, they mean nothing, concentrate on Christ”.Paul related they were myths and carried on and on and on and on, 	and to Titus he stated they caused foolish controversies and arguments, see [ 1 Tim 1:4; Titus 3:9].  


3	Herod Agrippa came from a line of four generations and it was recorded their family legacy of mala fide dealings and cruel treatment of their fellow man.
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Graeme and and his wife Vel read chapter of Acts 10 with critical understanding and a real, genuine faith in our God. A wealthy Roman Centurion named Cornelius of Caesarea in Palestine was called a “God-fearer” due to his devotions of almsgiving and prayer. Cornelius was the first Gentile to unconditionally accept the divine veracity and convert to Christianity, he and his entire household and friends, who listened to Peter’s preaching and were baptised. The importance of this Luke emphasized by repetition of Salvation throughout Acts. The Gentiles were assigned a place in the great prophecies of the kingdom as “the vanquished who would enhance the glory of Israel”2. It was to Peter in particular that supernatural power was attributed (Acts 5:15) he was also first to take extra-ordinarily effective steps in preaching to the Gentiles and shared table-fellowship of other foods with new converts. A barrage of Jewish-Christian opposition emerged although there is no hint of theological differences between Peter and any of the other Apostles, merely a working out of procedures3. The serious duty imposed upon Peter’s leadership was to embrace the truth that no human being ought to be regarded as “dust of the earth” nor  “Gôyîm” (they believed meant Gentiles however it actually was translated from idolatry which was practised by various men e.g. Simeon the mountebank), (Acts 15:7ff); God would redeem in toto  those subject to “coveting, cursedness, prejudice, wanderings to and fro, exploitation, shame, unfavourable treatment and banishment” whenever they turned to Jesus Christ since His authority trounced them and His sacrifice rendered believers righteous before God and approachable4. The Old Testament Prophets wrote about Jesus and forgiveness of sin5. Cornelius wanted Peter to stay, teach, have fellowship and impart much needed truth with him and his family. ANY PERSON may come to Christ by a simply prayer - Lord Jesus I am a sinner, please forgive me and save me.





Footnotes


1	Included in the Biblical record as Commander of 100 soldiers stationed in Caesarea due to return to Rome and his conversion had monumental significance in the 	spread of the Gospel. 	Cornelius was not a Christian yet, he was seeking God (devoted himself to prayer) and the Bible records he was a reverent and generous man who was found by God when he sought Him. The 	Holy Spirit rewarded Cornelius by opening the Gospel to him, Hebrews 11:6. A Jewish Christian leader and a 	Gentile Christian convert each discovered something wonderful about the other 	person’s undertaking to serve 	God and remain committed to Christ’s cause.


2	Isa 60:3ff A prophecy regarding the “The overcomers” who will bring riches to Israel revealing the full scope of the glorious hope for all who were “want of faith and trust”. Israel will see the 	glory of the Lord, Isaiah the Prophet has predicted this.


3	Issues such as circumcision, so long as the practice did not express “salvation by works of the law”. Grace embodies “faith of a circumcised heart” however there is no prohibition on families 	who wished to continue with the tradition.


4	“Clean and unclean” were explosive areas and Peter’s reaction to the vision contained a note of incredulity (vs 14) yet Peter was a pioneer, one who broke ground; 	that the 	Church would later 	follow. On hindsight we see the merits of the Holy Spirit’s directorship in creating pathways through prejudice so that the unloved could partake of the faith. Language, culture, prejudice, 	geography, economic class and education were prohibitions God removed and there was a fresh daily supply of living hope so all might participate.  It is interesting to note (vs 32) Peter was 	staying at a tanner’s house where animal carcasses were used. The Bible points to Peter’s obedience to God and the rewards of seeing an entire family and their circle of friends receive Jesus as 	their Lord and Saviour. 


5	Isaiah 52:13-53:1 and Ezekiel36:25,26, God promises to put a new Spirit within the heart of Israel and urges them to rise up to receive the happy news of peace and salvation… Jesus, God’s 	Servant and Messiah, is able to turn stubborn hearts and hardened social customs… God’s Servant shall satisfiy God’s requirements and many will find relief and be counted as righteous [an 	enormous family of believers] through the remedies of God’s Plan of Salvation; Ezekiel announced believers will be cleansed from sin and renewed by God’s Spirit - for God is well able to make 	all things new. 
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Graeme and Vel read Acts 13 from the perspective of their own faith and render the following shortened analysis. Christianity extends to embody much more than just good advice. The vigorous aorist advancement of faith in the recordal of Acts 1-13 reveals an outstanding feature that there is nothing [apart from simply believing in Christ] mankind may do to earn any extra “points” in order to receive Salvation which has been accomplished at an extremely great price by the Son of God Himself in His finished work on the Cross and resurrection. Faith was linked to the Holy Spirit1 Who, was spoken of as “a down payment”2 and Who worked with the Apostles the full panorama of God’s objective purpose to relate expressly information about the Messiah to G-d’s chosen people Israel.The prophets and teachers from Antioch [Acts 6:5 Stephen’s contemporaries] prayed and fasted for specific guidance and were led by the Holy Spirit to Salamis, a significant harbour town thriving with commercial activities and rivalling Paphos; Paphos3 governed by a Proconsul, annexed as early as 58 B.C; and Perga, a river-harbour valley with abundant water, an active port and a beautiful scenic tourist attraction - all strategic places from which to teach new believers about the love of God and repentance4. At each city the men preached first at the Synagogues of which there were established quite a few due to the “hub” location of the towns, where the issue of faith in Christ the Messiah could be either raised or waived by those listening, and then the message was preached to the Gentiles thus fulfilling God’s original prophecy to Abraham at Genesis 12:3 “…[A]ll the nations shall be blessed through you”, revealing the full scope of the Gospel and its glorious hope for all nations5. As the Church discovered complete dependance on the Holy Spirit amazing results yielded and they motivated the new believers, encouraged them to pray and made use of the opportunities God gave them6.    


ANY PERSON who desires to completely rely upon Jesus Christ may commit their heart to Him by a prayer asking Him for Salvation.   





Footnotes


1	God’s seal of ownership within the believer, enabling him or her. Old Testament “rûah” - dynamic powerful force; New Testament - the power effecting the new birth of belief in Christ.


2	A payment which at one and the same time was part of the agreed price (Christ’s suffering and resurrection) and the guarantee that the remainder would be forthcoming; included in its 	scope, the 	coming age. 


3	There is nothing sinister in the name “Bar-Jesus”, it simply means the Jesus from the open country, “bar” [open country] e.g. “dagan bar” [meant wheat from the open country] although this 	gentleman was bereft of life-sustaining wheat.


4	John witnessed to how Christ had walked away from decay and corruption which encouraged the people to accept the Grace offered that through the vehicle of Christ alone forgiveness was 	available and relationship with God accordingly permitted. The people eager to escape eternal condemnation recognised the insufficiency of their own efforts to save themselves, trusted by faith and 	were unafraid to see the valid option of salvation then came into His Light. 


5	Man is justified by faith apart from the law Ro 3:28;  Faith has many aspects Acts 3:16;Acts 6:5;  Acts 6:7; Mtt 8:10; Mtt 9:2 Mtt 15:28; Acts 9:42. Faith is not knowledge-bound and of this earth - 	otherwise there might ensue the patently inappropriate criteria of “only certain people may be born again”while other honest uncomplicated people [given little or no opportunity in life] would be 	precluded all of which the Bible clearly opposes this line of thinking. It is an antithesis that where man seeks to preclude and seclude, the Father in Heaven through Christ opens His wonderful loving 	arms for ANY PERSON to rest their cares upon His ample shoulders and charts with them a new course of faith. The definition of faith is that it is an act, a decision, a trust, one’s hope, reliance 	upon, a simple belief in the Lord Jesus. Without faith it is impossible to please God Hebrews 11:6.


6	God’s timing and methods did not conform to their expectations, they made themselves available through prayer and then God used them.
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Condent index for the year 2015 as a reflection of systematic weekly readings throughout Scripture with pages and citations, continued.








Comprehensive Outline of Scriptural readings, citations and consequential numerical pages.











Contents�
Pg �
Citation�
�
Viticulture�
28�
John 15�
�
Lord Jesus’ doctrine of simplistic trust  �
29�
John 16�
�
Father’s procurement for relationship and authority with Christ �
30�
John 17�
�
Pre-patriarchal existence and mankind’s prescribed time on earth sourced in Lord Jesus’ prayers�
31�
John 17�
�
Lord Jesus proffered no Statement of Claim before Pilate �
32�
John 18,19�
�
From the Cross flows Lord Jesus’ amazing Forgiveness�
33�
John 19�
�
Generally the Apostle’s witness as commencing progressive work of the Fledgling Church�
34�
Acts�
�
Pentecost, divine inspiration for consolidation of two Commandments and Grace�
35�
Acts 1-3 �
�
Peter’s public address, a deliberate reference to Abraham, the Beautiful gate and lame man’s healing�
36�
Acts 2,3�
�
The Apostles served wholly the interests of Christ �
37�
Acts 4�
�
Institutional impact regarding multitude healings, signs, wonders, deliverance from demons and miracles  �
38�
Acts 5�
�
Discipleship of love to widows, Steven’s aniconic witness of Christ, the Apostles’ corporate leadership�
39�
Acts 7,8�
�
The Gospel spread to Judea and Samaria, the Eunuch’s Salvation of Isaiah of Christ’s Gospel �
40�
Acts 8�
�
Two blessed doctors - doctor Gamaliel and doctor Luke both in obedience to the Hand of God�
41�
Acts 8,9�
�
The Lord’s Calling upon S[P]aul and Paul’s collection of funds for poverty-stricken Jerusalem  �
42�
Acts 9�
�
Salvation for Cornelius the Commander of 100, Peter’s understanding of all creatures come from God �
43�
Acts 10�
�
The birth of Christ the Lord, the angels and shepherds burst into praises to Lord God in the Highest�
44�
Matthew 2�
�
Sheer numbers received Salvation, Peter’s miraculous liberty, Rome’s institutional system of patronage�
45�
Acts 11,12�
�
The vigorous aorist brethren advanced Christ’s faith�
46�
Acts 13�
�
�
�
�
�
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