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Graeme and his wife Vel list doctrinal matters gleaned from 1 John 4 where John issued Christian instruction to the wider, scattered operations of the faithful Church of believers.





 


Doctrine	- 	Love comes from God and was pre-determined by the Father and Son before creation of the heavens and the earth; 


Doctrine	-	God loved us first in that He sent Christ in the flesh to save and bring eternal Life through death;


Doctrine	-	Believers are expected to distinguish between a teacher of Christ’s truth and a false teacher;


Doctrine	-	Many printed and exhibited messages are not from God and must be discerned for false teaching;


Doctrine	-	Every message is from God if it is consistent with the teachings of Jesus Christ;


Doctrine	-	The spirit of the anti-Christ epitomises evil and evil receives him;


Doctrine	-	Nothing sinful or evil can exist in the Presence of God;


Doctrine	-	In Christ, believers are seen as sinless by God which attributes to the power of the Advocate Jesus Christ’s Love and defense for believers;


Doctrine	-	God conquers evil and Christ’s Spirit lives in the hearts of those who love God;


Doctrine	-	Followers who love Christ will overcome the forces of evil arrayed against them;


Doctrine	-	Love is an imperative outworking of choice and action, not feelings – e.g. to say “Is this a good time for you to hope?” relates to feelings not God’s love*;


Doctrine	-	When we love our fellow believers-in-Christ, God lives in us and His love in us increases and grows stronger;


Doctrine	-	Torment finds its root in fear and bitterness; Torment is not from God as He loves perfectly;	


Doctrine	-	At the final comprehensive Judgment it is appointed Christ will preside as Judge; 


Doctrine	-	At the final comprehensive Judgment, every person will account for their choices and actions - whether they accepted or rejected Christ;


Doctrine	-	Believers must approach the Day of Judgment with confidence as Christ will know them if they loved God  	


Doctrine	-	Ge 1:26; Jb 40:11; 1 Cor 13:4-7; 2 Thess 3:2-12; Rev 13 for additional resources.


*		God’s love is a continuous flow of action and the believer’s love must continuously flow likewise.





ANY PERSON who wishes to belong to the Household of Christ’s Love, and who genuinely desires to love the Lord, may ask Him for His Salvation and Grace to save you.     






































“Its not over yet”  -  For King and Country from the album Run Wild Live Free, Delux Anniversary Edition © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel pay special attention to the Apostle John’s deep spiritual teaching and uncompromising doctrine, read at 1 John 3. John described the nature of God’s Love towards His own Children who acted right and were led by His Spirit. Believers were in a process of becoming Christlike and the process was prescribed to be complete “when we see Him face to face, we will be like Him”. The victories of God’s Children were incomplete however ongoing and of significance, since God called His Children “innocent” due to the fact they made a practise of not sinning. John pinpointed the nature of those who practised righteousness and according to his Synoptic Gospel [1:8] the Church of believers were clothed in Christ’s ideal character; had deep spiritual knowledge, and; in his Epistle ch 3 John, with patience and truth reiterated the duty upon believers of being self-sacrificing, charitable and display a caring love towards their fellow brethren2 all of whom God saw as “innocent” due to Christ’s Advocacy regarding His provision for their Salvation. From John’s teaching it was gleaned that believers held within their hearts the very seed of God, that identified with Christ’s purpose to open wide His arms, as He loved all those who loved God and as He loved all nations. John addressed the area of prayer3 between God and the confident, obedient believer. In conclusion John’s marvellous revelation was that through doing what was right4 every Christian man and woman had the promise that God abided in them by His Spirit Whom He had given which gave assurance for believers’ everywhere that God loved those He classified as righteous. ANY PERSON who wishes to have purpose in life and know Jesus of Nazareth, Lord of the Scriptures and Lord of Life, may follow after Him by praying for His Grace to save you.  





Footnotes


1	For clarity purposes, John’s Epistle cross-referenced declaratory verses – i) the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and His ears are open to their cries; ii) The face of God is turned against 	those who practise evil and rememberance of them will be cut off from the earth; iii) Abel’s offering was honest and he obeyed he rules that a lamb was offered for a sweet-smelling sacrifice 	whereas Cain’s rejection of God’s delight led to him being chastised; iv) to them who sat amongst the brethren and claimed to know God yet their hearts pursued their own gain, see [Ge 4:4; 	Ps 34:15; Eze 33:31].   


2	The manner in which a believer “laid down their life” for a brother/sister in the Church was that if one had fiscal means - to help by providing money sufficient enough to meet another’s needs.  


3	Through God’s mighty act of redemption in Jesus, mankind was free to continue God’s work and Biblical prayer was an integral component of obedience, as believers learned - i) the character of 	God; ii) the necessity of men and women being in a saving relationship with the Lord; iii) believers entering fully into Covenantal benefits and obligations; iv) an abandonment and submission of 	oneself to Jesus the Lord as a sweet-smelling aroma to God; v) Christ’s nature flowed through the seed within; vi) Lord Jesus taught believers to pray “The Lord’s Prayer” which indicated an 	appropriate order of praise, approach and request; vii) prayer illustrated dependance upon the Lord. viii) Father God knew what each one asked beforehand due to the fact He had placed His 	purposes inside each one’s heart to honour Him and obey Jesus Christ. Note Paul’s admonishment of one who practised sinning and note Job’s account of the Father of lies, who practised 	sinning from the beginning, that he was designated an ad hoc  role distinguishable from the role that believers were endowed with, where Jesus the Lord had wisely delivered them into God’s 	purposes - to pray, forgive, act with goodness, sustain connection with Him and work with Him by obeying His two Commandments; vii) believers experienced in prayer, the sweet joy of divine 	Favour, see [Job 1:6,7; Mtt 6:8-15; Ac 8:20; 1Cor 14:15].


4	From the perspective of Scripture, righteousness was critically linked to God’s purposes and men and women were portrayed as equally righteous in Christ. Firstly, male and female were both 	made in God and Christ’s image and both given responsibility to exercise authority over God’s creation; secondly, both male or female infant was cleansed by law through precisely the same 	sacrifice; thirdly, both believing men and women were righteous since Christ had exchanged their sins for His righteousness where they were no longer strangers, foreigners or enemies 	of God; fourthly, Jesus stated the righteousness He offered permitted men and women equal entrance into the Kingdom of heaven; fifthly, confirmation of equal service was inter alia located in the 	account of the four daughters of Philip, as they acted upon the Holy Spirit’s promptings; sixthly, our Lord considered it righteous that Mary assumed the role of disciple and He attached an eternal 	quality to her service; seventhly; Paul exhorted Timothy that righteous requests, prayers, thanksgiving and intercessions [also for kings and those in authority] be rendered. Note our Lord’s 	purpose for the colt as a component of God’s righteous Plan; and the fig tree cast down since it was found to be bereft of the divine purpose for profit, see [Ge 1:26,27; Lev 12:6,7; Ps 118; Mtt 	5:20, 8:2,10, 9:18,28, 14:36,16:27, 23:35, 25:31-46; Mk 5:28,11:1-22; Lk 2:38, 10:38-42; Ac 1:15-22, 21:9; Eph 6:14; 1 Tim 2:1; Hebr 11:4,11].


	 	


“My Story”  -  Big Daddy Weave, Mike Weaver and Jason Ingram from the album Beautiful Offering © 2015

















Let us come before the Lord with thanksgiving and praise; and we shall obtain gladness and joy

































































































































































Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel advance a brief summary in support of John’s Epistle of faith, read at 1 John 2. Christ was the very special revelation “sent” by Father God who “kept” His disciples by giving them His Word in answer to Jesus’ prayer. Christ was purposed as the winner in the conflict of light1 against darkness and as foretold by John “the darkness was already passing away”. Christ’s purity of Offering had found Father God’s approval and due to the fact that He had “entered in”, He was well able to Advocate in heaven in defense of believers by citing the written Recordal - His death on the Cross and obedience to Father’s Will had justified all believers and afforded propitiation for their sins and indeed for the sins of the world, on an ongoing basis. John encouraged a warm relationship with the Lord Jesus for believers of all ages – children, fathers, brethren, young men to abide2 in His Word, His Commandments, His foundational teachings, His anointing, His Righteousness and His Promises. John warned against apostasy3 and was inspired by the Holy Spirit to mention the “last hour”.4 John’s expressive paradoxes were creative and catered for patent comprehension of the Lord’s principles e.g. loving God and not the world; Christ5 being ‘sent’ by Father as opposed to anti-Christs who were purposeless; truth and not falsehood. The visible proof of righteousness was in exhibiting the right behaviour; as good works on their own could not produce Salvation however of necessity good works proved that true faith after Salvation had actually occurred.  ANY PERSON who wishes in the present hour to turn to Christ with candid repentance and commit their lives to Him may pray and He hears your prayer. 





Footnotes


1	God at the outset of creation divided the darkness from the light; a believer who feared the Lord was delivered from darkness to light; Isaiah declared that those who walk in darkness, due to 	the birth of a Child, would see a great Light; Zacharias prophesied at Jesus’ birth He was the light to those sitting in darkness; John in his synoptic Gospel stated comparatively “men loved 	darkness 	rather than light” and further, Paul, who had ability to interpret laws, after being delivered from the darkness literally by a “great Light”, wisely and succinctly advised all believers 


	“put on light”, see [Ge 1:4; Ps 112:4; Isa 9:2; Lk 1:79; Ro 13:12]. 


2	The Old Testament referred to children of Abraham who obeyed his commands; Christ’s attitude to children was gentle; He declared a child-like spirit was essential for religion; He warned against 	despising children; He acknowledged “let the little children come to Me”; He taught that believers must be children of the light. The Everlasting Father, Isaiah prophesied and John confirmed - the 	Father loved His Son; in his synoptic Gospel John recorded the prayer Christ prayed to His Father in heaven to “keep” the disciples whom Jesus had taught and now John extended the teaching 	to believers in AD 85-90; Jesus Himself taught that our heavenly Father knew those things believers’ needed; forgiveness was a compulsory element of being a child of the Father in heaven, and; 	nothing fell without the Father in heaven being aware of it. Regarding young men – Christ was a young man who fully performed His Father’s Will and offered the world a glimpse of His Father’s 	character of love, mercy and Grace; young men were Christ’s disciples; young men filled with the Holy Spirit saw visions that encouraged the Church in growth; young men overcame temptation 	and called their friends to Christ, see [Gen 18:19; Nu 11:28; Isa 9:6, 40:11; Mtt 4; Mtt 6:14, 10:29, 18:2-4, 10; Mk 10:14; Lk 12:30; Jn  3:35, 12:36,17; Ac 2:17]   


3	Apostasy was defined narrowly as “revolt, rebellion and defection”. Examples of this are located in two New Testament events - i) the accusation against Paul regarding non-circumcision for 	believers and ii) the “great apostasy of prophecy” or falling away from the truths the prophets prophesied about Christ, correctly foretold by Jesus Himself Whose signs He expected Christians 	to discern, see [Mtt 24:10-12; Ac 21:21; 2 Thess 2:3].      


4	Times were Biblically defined and the Church du jour held to Biblical language rather than Platonist terminology. Biblical words for ‘time’ were not in themselves a sound basis for reflection on 	Biblical concepts of time. Times might describe occurrences – i) a category of natural events and festivals that referred to the opportunities of man e.g. gather grain, new wine and oil before 	the seasonal rains, however these depicted no decisive moment; ii) There were “times” that pointed to God Himself advancing His purposes in the world e.g. The Day of the Lord; iii) a decisive 	‘time’ Scripture noted was the 	first note of Jesus’ preaching of Salvation in the Synagogue that fulfilled God’s purpose - which is a great kērygmatic opportunity that the saints must fully seize; iv) 	Paul ascribed to God as King of the Ages, which meant that He was not limited by man’s time, and our Lord Jesus proved it so by His appearing and re-appearing after His resurrection; v) in 	man’s time an hour was precisely one-twelfth of a day or one-twelfth of a night; vi) generally, an hour indicated a defined action e.g. “in the hour of their sacriligious revelry the city was destroyed” 	and “the lawless man’s hour” meant his brief season of power; vii) the hour of Jesus’ parousia with attendant resurrection and judgment marked the end of the era of offered Salvation. The hour of 	which John and the precious Apostles spoke encompassed a strong call to rouse believers into endurance, see [Deut 11:14; Dan 5:5; Mtt 25;13; Mk 1:15, 16:9,12,14; Lk 22:53; Eph 5:16; 2 Thess 	2:3; 1 Ti 1:17].    


5	The honour ascribed to Christ illustrated His function, term, character, personal stamp and designation. Of His many titles, “Christ” was particularly used in statements concerning the death and 	resurrection pertaining to one Jesus of Nazareth, often entitled “The Lord Jesus Christ” and designated to appear as “the Christ” at the end of the era - however this same One was already Christ 	and already the Messiah. Accordingly, it was the death and resurrection that premised the meaning of the term “Christ” and to the Apostle John He was the “true Light already shining” and the 	“Holy One Who anointed” believers to know all things. It was through Christ’s resurrection that God demonstrated Jesus was indeed Lord and the early Church had the task of leading people to 	recognise the status of Jesus Christ and the pinnacle of God’s purpose that is to take place, where all creation would acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, see  [Ac 2:34f, 3:20f; Ro 5:6; 1 Cor 	1:23; Phil 2:1; 1 Jn 2:8,20]. 





“One True God”  -  Steve Curtis Chapman [Radio version] from the Album Worship and Believe  © 2015





Magnify the Lord with thanksgiving, come before the Lord with gladness; for He has done marvellous things in our sight.











































































































Graeme and his wife Vel dwell on Paul’s one and only letter written in AD 60, specifically formulated as an appeal to a Greek landowner, Philemon, whose abode was in Colosse and who held Church meetings in his home with Archippus presiding as an elder of the Church. Paul wrote on behalf of Onesimus, a slave from Colossae whose conduct contrasted with his name “Useful” as he had robbed his master and run away. Onesimus was subsequently brought into contact with the imprisoned Paul who preached the kērygmatic message with the outcome of Onesimus responding to Jesus Christ. A strong affection in the Lord had developed between Paul and Onesimus, whom Paul had called ‘my son’ and in whom Paul saw rich potential, however in place of boastfully retaining Onesimus for his own benefit, Paul acted righteously by returning Onesimus to his master. Paul appealed to Philemon’s kindness, love using non-exploitive reasons for accepting Onesimus’ return as a ‘brother in the Lord’ and no longer a slave1.  The letter was Paul’s masterpiece of grace and tact, a powerful demonstration of true Christian fellowship in the face of strict Roman, Greek and Jewish social barriers that existed, that were assigned to certain classes and that had caused uncomfortable social rifts2. Paul based his request not on his own authority but on heartfelt Christian commitment, a joyful obedience2 considered in the fullest terms sufficient for the removal of dividing lines3 and he personally guaranteed payment for any losses. Onesimus’ faith was strengthened and certainly encouraged as Christ worked through Philemon to remove the barrier that initially separated them.  





Any person who genuinely wishes to receive our Saviour Jesus’ Salvation in the midst of social barriers may pray and find favour with God, He meets you just where you are. 





Footnotes


1	The fact that Christians were powerless to effect any changes to the Classic Roman Law did not deter Paul, a previous Prosecutor with sweeping powers, from realising the Creator of Heaven 	and Earth had more than enough creative power to literally transform personal relationships, even those positioned within the clamps and configurations of the law. As Paul understood it, the 	Gospels were an effective tool that tinkered within the social structures by altering people’s hearts. Faced with strictures of social barriers Paul was aware that almost limitless vengeance could 	be wreaked on a run-away slave and he compiled a letter saturated in the Word of God and managed to turn the tide, from within the law, to embody Grace, forgiveness and hearty “brotherhood” 	in Christ. [We at CLT were humbled by Paul’s amazing wisdom in effecting such dramatic humane changes in a society beset with class distinctions.]  


2	Scripture recognised pride  - one with pride would have a craving for recognition; pride stole another’s credit; pride completed a census; pride led to corruption; no-one was so important they 	could not do “real” work; prejudice branched off from pride; the effects of pride changed lives very quickly; pride and God’s Presence were wholly incompatible; pride came before destruction; 	pride was an element of every quarrel; pride prevented the Pharisees from believing in Jesus the Nazarene the Son of God; the trap of pride was vanity; pride interfered with rationality; pride 	closed minds; pride lay at the root of unjust judgments towards those with little or nor opportunity; pride affected honest relationships, see [Jdgs 15:14-17; 1 Chr 21:1;  2 Chr 26:15f; Neh 3:5; 


	Est 3:5-6; Est 6:12; Ps 10:11; Prv 13:10; 18:12; Mk 3:22f; Mk 10:17-23; Lk 10:18; Jn 7:51; 1 Cor 4:5; 1 Pt 5:5]. 


3	Scripture related at the outset that the purpose of God’s love was to remove barriers of embarrassment, awkwardness, timidity and developed the principle further that dealt with relevant 	matters such as –  i) There must be no spiritual, physical, mental, emotional, intellectual, awkward or embarrassing barriers between a man and his wife;  ii) believers should not permit a 	barrier to keep them from gaining the upper hand – e.g. Joshua’s spies were sent to the Promised Land to determine not whether they should enter – but where they should enter; iii) Without 	embarrassment the ecclesiological Paul shared frankly regarding a regular and interesting conversation Christ developed with him; iv) Jesus the Lord’s death removed the barrier between 	God and man, as the veil in the Temple Holy of Holies was rent in two that opened the way for the Gentiles to approach God, this time as their own “Abba” Father God; v). Christlike character in 	the hagioi [designation of the saints] is acceptable to Father God due to the fact that their faith was purged in fire – thanks to Christ’s moral purity that draws a response from the heavenly Father 	[everytime]; vi) A women from a “hated mixed race”, with a “bad reputation” in a public place drew decisive action from the Messiah Who zealously stepped forward to remove the barrier of social 	hatred and separation and related to her everything intimate about her personal life, offered her nourishment to replace awkwardness and showed her true worship of God the Father where she 	was  able to give back to God and as Jesus the Nazarene blessed her with the kērygmatic blessing, she experienced an absence of barrier between God and herself and ran to tell everyone she 	could see what the Lord had done, see in seriatim [Gen 2:25 ; Deut 1:22; 2 Cor 12:7-8; Jdgs 3:1-3; Mtt 27:51; Jn 4].  Paul held that Christians du jour  must humbly reflect a favourable attitude 	which recognises an essential affinity with all cultures, creeds and race, absent any derivative doctrine, however applying their mental faculties to maintain a consistency of Grace and Love 	towards any person who wanted Salvation as heaven’s gates were held open by Christ and His Church to receive a genuine prayer. 





Still, my soul be still  -  Keith and Kristyn Getty “Awaken the dawn” album © 2008.
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Graeme and his wife Vel briefly analyse Paul’s concluding remarks to Titus his associate read at Titus 3. A proper conspectus containing significant details was related - i) Paul dealt with matters regarding Christians in society, set a template for submission to one’s government1 and marked futuristic Church expansion; ii) Paul based his instruction on the ground of God’s Mercy and Grace; iii) the individual believer’s belief system had power in Christ2 for the maintenance of good works, as Paul taught, every believer’s actions were shaped by his or her own belief which effected good works profitable3 to men. According to Paul, God demanded that His Revelation be taken as a rule for the duration of a man’s whole life and significantly included were new believers’ who were weary of paganism and in contrast, passionately hungry for Christ’s truth. Historically, Paul planned for Titus to establish elderships on the Island of Crete and after being relieved by Artemas or Tychicus, Titus would join Paul on the West coast of Greece where the Apostle planned to spend the winter. The early Church believers met in one another’s homes, or an upper room, or garden e.g. inter alia the ruler of the Synagogue, Crispus’ home as the Scripture recorded he and his whole family with servants were saved; and the Church met at the home of the Proconsul, Sergius Paulus4. Paul roundly countenanced harmony between Christians5 and at times he made use of Timothy or Titus preaching his letters to various congregations which set an interesting pattern for futuristic sermons with “approved foreigners”. Paul clarified in Titus 2 and Titus 3 that the only authority exercised expressly over the Christian faith was the Apostolic Gospel as contained in the whole of the Scriptures. Timothy and Titus were two influential leaders in the early Church Paul “taught accurately the things of the Lord”7.    





ANY PERSON or OUTSIDER who genuinely wishes to receive times of refreshing, may ask Jesus to be Lord of your life; then further let Scripture be your guide in life, see [Matthew 22:32,33].   





Footnotes





1	Recorded in the teachings of Jesus from Nazareth were three aspects that related to temporal government. i) temporal order on earth was unlike the Kingdom of God as Christ’s Order was 	not established by political action; ii) temporal power was not autonomous; iii) temporal power has its rights, as does God, and both must be conceded [Jn 18:36; 19:11; Lk 20:25].   


2	In line with prophecy that stated “The zeal of the Lord will accomplish God’s purposes, he causes “praise” to come into full view so that Father God rejoices and Christ is glorified”, see [Ps 69:9; 


	Pr 19:2; Isa 42:4, 59:17; Titus 3:6]. 


3	Jn 13:14f; 34f; Phil 2:5ff; Eph 4:32-5:2 


4	Acts 10:44; 13:12; 18:8;  


5	Paul clarified “harmony”, see [Ro 12:16; 2 Cor 6:15]. The scope for disputes not central to Christian faith extended with marks of fruitless resistence – petty jealousies, relentless rivalries, 	genealogy squabbles and theology bickering with corresponding unanswerable questions. Christ insisted that isolated external acts of h’ommage to God could never make up for a lack of 	consistent obedience. Paul steered Titus to teach the Cretans to study, discuss and examine the Scriptures under an atmosphere of honest harmonious respectful discussion that led to 	wisdom and the knowledge of God. There will come a time and Paul confirmed it, where the Body of Christ will show concern for one another like never before. Money, power and wealth will 	mean nothing compared to the safety of a person’s precious soul. The Lord knew this to His disciples, Paul wrote about it and the Apostles especially James the actual brother of Jesus the Lord, 	emphatically warned believers. Jesus asked “of what good is it to you, to gain the whole world and lose your soul?” Written thousands of years ago, the truth is a mark that shows an important 	distinction, see [Mtt 16:25-28].


6	Titus 2:11-13; Titus 3:4-7	 


	Apollos was a learned eloquent Jew who gave his heart to Jesus Christ, was baptised and who was instructed further into the doctrine of laying on of hands to receive the Holy Spirit by 	Aquilla, Priscilla and Paul where afterwards he very publicly gave bold witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Zenas, which meant “Lightfoot” was an emminent Jurist, skilled in Jewish law with 	proficiency in the Torah, a dear friend Paul trusted, who might have compiled a proper report for Paul that outlined an itinerary for further preaching [we think it could have envisaged – function and 	performance, costs of the mission, specific supplies and quantities needed to perform the task, benefits to the Church, the state of knowledge, training and appointments under Paul’s authority, 	effects and awareness of sporadic persecutions, the precise expense involved and time calculated to complete the task] - which explained why Paul ensured Titus’ assistance regarding 	“give Zenas the supplies he needs” for Apollos and Zenas, [vs 13]. Zenas was the first Bishop of Lydda who gave his heart to Lord Jesus after hearing Paul preach, was baptised and worked very 	hard with Paul and Titus on the Island of Crete, at Colosse and Ephesians, see [Acts 18:25; 28:30,31]. 


	





Great are You Lord  -  One Sonic Society, from the album ‘Great are You Lord’ © 2013.
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Graeme and his wife Vel, provide our brief exegesis of John’s preaching, read at 1 John 1. Jerusalem had been destroyed in AD 70 as per Jesus Christ’s prediction read at Luke 13:34 and around AD 85-90 a generation of believers who had not seen Jesus, however who had survived after the gross persecutions by Nero and his inciters, needed spiritual guidance from one with capacity, relating to the continuance of Christ’s Purpose for the Church. John, an original Apostle “whom Jesus loved”, possibly the oldest surviving Apostle, made proper use of the opportunity to again bring to mind the Words Jesus the Lord had spoken and the revelation John had seen in the flesh of his dear Lord, Friend and beloved Light1 of the world. John had ample reference as he had walked closely with the Lord Jesus; had watched his Lord die, had met and spoken with Him after He arose, had received his Calling from Jesus the Lord and was a witness2 to Christ’s ascension on the heavenly cloud. The impact of Christ upon John was that he lived his entire life loving and serving Jesus without waiver, up to an old age. At Ephesus, John penned the following principles into three pastoral letters; letters that contained no greetings, farewells or allusions to any other personalities, however letters that were lovingly infused with affectionate titles such as “My little children”, and “Dear friends”. John taught with didactic approach and reminded the believers of the Light of Christ in order to add to their joy that they might through repentance be kept from sinning3 due to the darkness around them. He assured believers that God’s promise of eternal life still held strong in God’s Son. John established facts the believers “knew” – a) a righteous life was the indication of regeneration at conversion; b) believers would be like Christ at His Coming; c) Christ’s blood was shed expressly to take away our sins; d) sacrificial love towards one another was a sign that believers’ had passed from death to Life; e) their prayers in the name of Jesus were being answered by God. John claimed that the Light of Christ already shining in the darkness the believers had themselves seen. The duty imposed on followers of Christ was then to walk in His Light and confess their sins to God, for only liars claimed they knew and loved God without obeying His Commandments. Below are Scriputures of many who saw and were eager4 to walk in God’s light and that of His Son Jesus. ANY PERSON who wishes to step out of the darkness and into Christ the Saviour’s Light may ask Him to shine His Salvation on you and give you Life. Thereafter we strongly urge you to pray with a Pastor/Minister who follows Jesus of Nazareth.     





Footnotes


1	Light is expressly recorded in Scripture – Light was defined as an ordinance of the sun that was destined forever to shine on the earth; the anointing oil brought light; righteousness shone like a 	light; the Lord’s Salvation is a light; the Word of the Lord is a light; God’s Son was sent to shine His light into the darkness; Jesus the Lord’s clothes became white as light; Christ’s Light is Life to 	mankind; John the Baptist bore witness to the Light of Jesus the Son of God, see [Ge 1:3,4,516; Nu 4:16; Ps 27:1, 37:6, 119:105; Isa 9:2; Mtt 4:16, 17:2; Jn 1:4-10].


2	To bear witness forensically meant “to see” and pertained to either a person or thing e.g. a tangible memorial of Laban’s covenant with Jacob since there was little writing at that time; the Ark of 	God was also named the Ark of Testimony where God’s Covenant with the Children of Israel could be ‘seen’ on Tablets within the actual Ark. The veil separated the Holy Place from the Holy of 	Holies was also called the veil of Testimony which testified to the High Priest being the only authorised one to enter into the Holy of Holies. In the New Testament it was rent in two signifying that 	all men could now through Christ approach God, as He was the fulfillment of the law for righteousness. The word used for ‘witness’ at Stephen’s death meant one who gave testimony [of Christ 	standing in Glory, a testimony to the Priestly office Christ exacts] at the expense of his life; John, who had witnessed many of Jesus Christ’s acts  of healing, delivering and doing good, now wrote 	with authority. Scripture blesses those who remember the things the Lord has seen and taught, see [Ge 31:44-49; Ex 16:34; Lev 24:3; Ac 7:55-60, 22:20; Ps 119:2]. 


3	The false teachers attempted to interpolate, redirect, expand and squeeze John’s teachings in order to avoid facing the doctrine of sin and the need for Salvation.


4	Scripture in the Old and New Testaments supported the eagerness of believers that responded to God’s light and when darkness came, to respond to the light of Christ’s Salvation inter alia – 


	a rich young man enquired how he might inherit the Kingdom of God; the common people delighted at Jesus’ teachings; some attendees arrived very early at the Temple to hear Jesus preach; 	the Samaritans, a “hated race”, begged Jesus to stay two days’ with them so they might hear His Words. Cornelius and his entire family were fervent to hear all that the Lord Jesus commanded; 	the Gentiles at Antioch, Syria, invited Paul and Barnabas to preach of Jesus teachings; the great noble Bereans listened carefully to the teachings of the Scripture then closely examined every 	word for its truth in order to follow the Lord faithfully; men believers were devoted, loyal and their achievements for the Gospel made them famous throughout the centuries; some were 	entrepreneurs who achieved beyond their goals and supported the Church; of the women believers - an educated wealthy perfumer with an alabaster flask of  a years’ worth of stored sweet 	calamus, rhisome and cassia perfume with devotion anointed Christ “for My burial” by pouring the oils over Him; Priscilla, a teacher and ultra zealous advocate for Christ, co-	owner of a tent 	business with her husband Aquilla, was used by God “to explain more accurately the way of God to Apollos”; Chuza, manageress of domestic affairs of an entire Palace, a woman of honesty 	and resolve was touched by the deep respect the Lord showed her and followed Christ. By permitting women to travel with Him, Jesus also permitted their fiduciary offerings 	to His ministry which 	He directed towards the poor, sick, orphaned and widowed - taking into account, with the Presence of the Lord there came many more blessings and profitable work opportunities, see 	[Ex 30:35, 	37; Jdg 5:29;1 Sam 8:13; Neh 3:8; Prov 19:17; Mtt 10:17, 12:37, 26:7; Lk  2:36, 8:3,45, 10ff, 21:38; Mk 14:3; Jn 4:40; Ac 10:33, 13:42, 17:11, 18:26].  


	 	 


“Exalt”  -  Gareth Gilkeson & Chris Llewellyn worshiptogether.com © 2009.
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide commentary on the concluding chapter of Peter’s second Epistle read at 2 Peter 3.  Peter’s purpose in writing the third chapter was to stir up rememberance of the words spoken by the Old Testament Prophets1 and where he issued specific prophetic warnings regarding false teachers; their promoted positions, s exual sins and where they advised against the keeping of the Ten Commandments2.  The believers needed discernment to resist the scoffers whom Peter called “unstable”, who without the regenerated Life of Christ, opposed the Scriptures. Peter preached regarding i) God’s divine delays in order to save many; ii) the length of one Day according to man’s calendar and one Day according to God’s prescribed purposes; iii) God’s divine mercy and the Day; iv) the day of Christ as it would manifest and its significance for the nations; v) the believers’ attitude and hope; v) Peter commended Paul’s caucus of letters as one who had written according to God’s “other Scriptures”, which meant the Church was already thinking of the Apostles’ letters as inspired by God’s Holy Spirit; vi) a warning against distorting3 Scripture; vii) the believers’ maturity4 in view of the Day of the Lord; viii) the Day of destruction, fire and the melting of the elements5; ix) The state of those who had died before the Parousia was a principle discussed at the highest levels such as the Apostles, since the first generation of believers had passed, however reassured by Paul in 2 Corinthians 15 of the Saviour’s Love for enduring saints.  





ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved by Jesus of Nazareth’s wonderful Grace may ask Him to grant them forgiveness for their sins and Christ will bless you with His Grace.    





Footnotes


1	The prophecies encompassed the Messiah  - His birth Incarnate, His death, His authority, His Power, His Kingdom principles, His meekness, His High Priestly office; His Prophetic office, rejection 	of Him, His Resurrection, His possession of the keys of Hell, His righteous government, His sufferings and Triumph, His Messianic role, see [Jn 7:33; Isa 9:6; Isa 7:14; Jn 18:36; Isa 42:2; Heb 8:1; 	Dt 18:18ff; Ro 9:32; Ps 16:10; Jer 23:5; Mk 8:31; Ps 110:1; Messianic Ge 3:15; Ps 2:2; Ezek 17:22; Da 2:34] 


2	Lex talionis was the legal tradition the Children of Israel held to, that was written down by Moses, inspired and originated by God, that made provision for “an eye for an eye” retribution. The “law 	of compensation” was foreign to the Children of Israel as it emanated from Near East nations remote from God’s Covenant, see [Deut 5-8].    


3	The error that exuded from the villains was that Christ had not come. This twisted Scripture. Peter heralded God’s Mastery over time; that Christ came to 	call all men and nations to Himself for 	Salvation. Christ’s return would happen in Father God’s prescribed time; no-one was aware of “when”, not even our Lord. Our Lord issued warnings to live righteously [meaning “in Christ”] for 	when the Day of His Return appeared it would be “sudden and terrible” for those who did not believe. Father God required it of each one to give an account before Christ Who would Judge every 	aspect of every person’s life, including such a time when a person rejected Jesus Christ, after having heard of His Salvation.  The hint Scripture afforded brethren in the modern era was located in 	the example given of the spectacular meeting between the Risen Christ and Saul [as he then was]. The first words momentously spoken by our Lord Himself were in the form of a question 	requesting Saul render a reason for persecuting Jesus the Lord. Paul was acquitted based on Christ’s mercy and received a Commission from the Lord.  It is noteworthy that Scripture has 	revealed to us that the Lord takes certain events personally a) when His prophets were harmed; b) when His Body, the Church was harmed, and; c) when His ordinances, man tries to change, 	see [Jer 31: 35ff; Mtt 24; Acts 9:4; Ro 12:14].     


4	Scrupulous, meticulous and painstaking attention to personal spiritual growth that included becoming knowledgeable of Christ and loving the poor .  


5	Hell was prepared as a destiny for Satan, his angels, evil, demons, the beast, the false prophet and Hades. It is a place of unquenchable fire and exclusion from the Presence of Christ.	 In the 	Lord’s Day, fire as a state of combustion and the visible effects of it on the world of nature, will accompany the Day, that no-one knows when it appears . The “elements” were essential 	substances, defined as ‘elemental spirits’, that which ‘stands in a row’, an ‘element in a series’, ‘first principles’, a ‘preoccupation with regulations’,  ‘calendar observances’, - all with heaven and 	earth will melt. Included would be false gods and things characteristic of the world. The Apostle Paul himself used the word ‘melt’ to refer to the demonic spirits or powers behind the physical 	universe as being dissolved by fire. The word ‘melt’ at around 2500 – 400 B.C.was a covenant word regarding consequences suffered by breach. Scripture stated God’s enemies “melt like wax” at 	the Presence of the Lord. Parity treaties in the Near East, once signed, embodied certain stipulations that forbade interaction with another nation; prohibited hostility between vassals; a vassal 	was not to listen to slander regarding another vassal; immediate help should be given to a needy vassal; a vassal’s foreign gods were witnesses to the treaty; refugees must not be hidden; the 	vassal must appear once a year to pay taxes and renew the treaty, see [Gen 6:18, 9:8-17; Ex 1:7-22, Ex 32; Ex 33:1; Mtt 7:23; 8:29, 24:36; 1 Cor 10:20; Gal 4:3,9; 2 Tim 1:16].


	


“Your Words”  -  Third Day [featuring Harvest], from the album Lead us Back; songs of Worship,  Essential Records, © 2015. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in obedience to the kērygmatic calling, with attendant Christian commentary consider ours and Peter’s genuine Christian faith, as we gleaned from 2 Peter 2. The subject matter from 1 Peter discussed “hope” and emulation of Christ’s mighty deeds that pointed to the amazing, beyond description and greatly to be praised Majestic God. In the present chapter at around AD 62-64, Peter, a true Shepherd saw the position of Christ’s Flock as vulnerable and at risk of becoming ‘prey’ to the practice of spreading false doctrines by false1 teachers. The false teachers had gained entrance into the Church by claiming to be saved, as Peter described them as having “a faith of equal standing with ours”; and “they have forsaken the right way”; “they walk according to uncleanness”; “they allure believers who have actually escaped those who live in error” and “they are again entangled in the pollutions of the world” - the implication being that the Church was familiar and seemingly relaxed with the false teachers. Peter confronted the distortions of truth by strongly stressing the doctrine of God’s Last Judgment2 and he utilised examples of Noah and Lot, where he emphasized the kindness, graciousness and mercy of God’s heart in rescuing a small number, while he further discussed the manner in which God kept the wicked aside for later judgment3. Peter wrote to safeguard the position of the faithful that all might be held sacred, in order for the Church to learn about Christ and benefit in their relationship with Him in the long-term4. Prevailing heresies5 of anti-nomianism and unbridled license sowed doubt and confusion, which earned vigorous action from Peter whose faith was increasingly bound up with the eschatological expectation of the coming Day of the Lord. The “entangled ones” spread lies at the Lord’s Supper6.  





ANY PERSON who wishes to acknowledge Jesus the Saviour’s Voice and confess He is the Bread of Life and Judge of all men, may ask Him for His saving Grace and His Words of Life will save you.   





Footnotes


1	Peter called them “wells without water”; “clouds carried by a tempest”; “tempters”; “entangled in pollution”.


2	God’s wrath is objective, permanent, consistent and an integral element of His nature just as His love is. Consequently, injustice and affectation were followed by divine wrath upon individuals and 	nations i.e. the fall of Ninevah at around 785-760 B.C., the fall of Rome at around AD 66-67, the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, see [1 Sa 8:3; Ps 78:57; Isa 34:4; Ho 11:8; Joel 3:15, 16; Lk 21; 	Ac 2:9,16:7, 18:2; Ro 5:9, 9:22; 1 Thess 1:10]. 


3	A false teacher denied - God’s Creation; God’s work through Moses and the prophets; the Lord Jesus Christ, His Life, His death on a Cross, His Resurrection and Salvation for mankind; and 	Christ’s judgment at His Second Coming. Scripture stated that whoever thinks God will cancel the Last Judgment, was foolish. Those who feared God were warned against false teachers as, a) 	they enticed others to foreign gods; b) they encouraged dishonesty, solicitations into adultery and depravity which induced guilt and shame; c) they watered down the Word to please kings and 	people e.g. 1010 B.C. – 853 B.C. in the reign of about 20 kings; d) their motivations were money, fees and prestige; e) they glorified themselves and afforded no glory to God in the OldTestament  	nor to Christ the Lord in the early Church; f) they embroiled Churches in irrelevent disputes. Jesus of Nazareth expressly warned “they shall come”, see [Dt 13:1-3; 1 Ki 18:29; Ps 96:13; Jer 23:9-	14; Mtt 7:15, 24:11,12; Mk 13:22-23; 2 Cor 11:15].   


4	The Church at Bythnia was the area where Paul and Silas were forbidden to preach by the Holy Spirit, as Peter had been assigned. In AD 111, the Churches in the region were still flourishing. 	Pontus, had already a strong Christian foundation as “men from Pontus” were at Pentecost, who travelled home to spread the kērygmatic message. Pontus was a politically complex region with 	trade in olives, grain and timber and was also the birthplace of Aquilla and Priscilla. The very wealthy N Asia coastlands and islands were home to the federal assembly, Roman elite, was a 	senatorial province with three imperial temples designed for cult worship of gods. The metropolitan region housed cities and three Churches, of whom John the disciple was familiar. “All knew and 	had heard of the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth”.


5	In the Old Testament a distinction was made between a false prophet and one who was true – the false prophets benefitted themselves; they had positions of great wealth; they gave messages 	that appealed to the sinful nature; they ‘comforted’ people’s fears; they were an obstacle exclusively through their contradictions of God’s true prophets and people listened to them due to the fact 	their wealth and titles were hard to ignore. A true prophet however worked for God’s purposes; they were often poor and owned little; they spoke true messages; they spoke what God wanted no 	matter how unpopular. Jesus was the highest example of a Prophet unmoved by wealth or position and Who spoke His Father’s truth. Christ’s predictions always came true, see [1 Ki 18:29]. 	


6	The false teachers lived open sinful lives and in one of the single most hypocritical acts attended Communion/Love Feast of the Church that was designed to promote love and unity amongst 	believers, while at the same time the false teachers gossiped and slandered those who held true to Christ’s truths.  	 


	


“All Glory”  -  Nikki Fletcher from Songs of Fellowship, Thankyou music  © 2014.








Let us draw near to God with true hearts’ that are filled with His praises.
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Graeme and his wife Vel read 2 Peter 1 through the eyes of Jesus’ undeserved Grace. Peter recognised the brethren needed an extension of their knowledge of God and encouraged them with a doctrinal-rich Epistle full of hope, sourced from God’s righteousness, Christ’s Salvation and the generosity of the Father Who multiplied Grace and peace to them that keenly sought Him. The disciples were struck with awe when they initially met the actual man, Jesus of Nazareth. Throughout the Scriptures and many commentaries, it was revealed that God held no grudges nor was our Lord malicious. Verses 5-8 are strong statements endorsing a stronger growing faith, with the outcome of fruitfulness in the knowledge of Jesus. An aspect to consider, was that the key to the Kingdom lay in considering it abundant proof that Christ had indeed provided for everything necessary to the believers’ election; and further, due to growing confidence2 in this, there would be no need for hesitation nor vacillation in the mind.  Peter, a courageous, experienced and faithful Apostle, reminisced on the actual experience of  “the Transfiguration” on the mountain where the Lord Jesus of Nazareth in full view of Peter, James and John, changed from His ordinary appearance to “shining brightness of white3“ and at that point He spoke with Moses and Elijah, under the Cloud of Heaven with declaratory confirmation from Father God of His Son’s authenticity4. Peter recognised the vital link that prophecy played in the confirmation of Christ5, counselling the brethren that close observance and particular account was called for, as prophecy had its origin6 in God and Christ and that Scripture provided sufficient doctrinal guidance generally and specifically7.  





ANY PERSON who wishes to be set free to become a child of God is welcomed with Christ’s Love and Life as you repent of your sins, you will not be turned away, He will save you to the uttermost.    





Footnotes


1	Involve themselves in God’s nature on a continual basis learning about His diligence, faithfulness, His goodness, His worth, His kindnesses.   


2	God unequivocally declared He was able to deliver and – i) will fulfill His promises; ii) open your eyes; iii) quicken your faculties; iv) tune your ears; v) enlighten your thinking processes; 


	vi) keep you from falling, see [2 Ki 6:17; Da 3:17; Ps 40:6, 80:7; Pr 12:5; Hab 3:2; Mtt 13:16; Lk 15:17; Jn 14:19; Ro 4:21; 2 Ti 1:12; Ti 2:6; Heb 7:25; Prov 13:20]. 


3	Scriptural proof of sinlessness that Daniel, Matthew and Luke recognised however it was John who recorded sinlessness in the “harvest”; see [Eccl 9:8; Da 7:9; Mtt 17:2; Lk 9;29; Jn 4:35]. 


4	Father loved His Son Jesus Christ and would favour the Lord Jesus of Nazareth with anything His Son requested. Moses’ written law outlined Yahweh’s holy perfection; Elijah clarified Yahweh’s 	pure religion and called the Children of Israel back to it; Christ the Sinless One came to Save men and women “who had turned to his own way”; and Doctor Luke recorded conversation during 	the Transfiguration that pinpointed Christ’s death in Jerusalem, in strict accordance with God’s purposes, see [Deut 18:15ff ; Lk 9;28ff; Jn 17:11].   


5	Significantly, a) the Children of Israel knew Yahweh’s credibility and; b) the Church understood that which proceeded from the mouth of Christ always came true. Moses expressed “I wish that	you all would prophesy!”; in principle the gift of prophecy was open to any Christian including women, under the sovereign 	distribution of the Spirit of Christ. Prophetic utterances are intelligible 	words of revelation from God to hearts and minds of those present “for their upbuilding, encouragement and consolation”, always, without exception, in full accordance with the Scriptural written 	Word that pointed to the zeal of Christ in preserving His Church. The literal emphasis Lord Jesus placed on prophecy attested to its authenticity, see [Nu 11:29; Job 33:4; Ps 33:6; Isa 48:16; Joel 	2:28f; Mic 5:2; Jn 5:27, 6:64, 8:58; Ro 14:9; 1 Cor 11:5, 12:11, 14:5,31, 	33-36; Col 1:17,18; 2 Tim 3:16].      


6	The pre-existent Christ was prophesied as – i) He is eternally the same; ii) He has no beginning; iii) His activities are eternal; iv) He was before the Creation of the world; v) He was before 	Abraham,	see [Heb 13:8, 7:3, Mic 5:2; Jn 1:1, 17:5; Jn 8:58].


7	Generally, guidance regarding – a) inner thoughts; b) vices/victory of the imagination; c) which way are you looking? d) who owns you?; e) seven remarkable confessions; f) aspects of a 	spiritually immature believer; g) God’s “tool box”; h) radiant lives; i) questionable company; j) little things God worked with; k) “it pays to pray”, see in seriatim Pr 23:7; Ps 38:12;1 Cor 2;16; Ps 	119:37; Ro 14:8; Mtt 16:16; Jn 1:49; Jn 4:29; Jn 6:69; Jn 11:27; Jn 20:28; 1 Cor 3:1; Eph 4:14; Hebr 5:12; 1 Cor 1:21; Ps 18:30; Hab 3:6; Job 11:17; Ps 34:5; Jn 5:35; Jos 23:13; Gen 21:14; 


	1 Ki 17:12; 2 Ki 4:2; Lev 14:21; Mtt 10:42; Mtt 18:20; Ex 15:25; Jdg 6:39; 1 Ki 18:37; Acts 4:31].


 	 


“God, the Uncreated One, King Forevermore”  -   Pete James and Aaron Keyes, Getty music songs,  Thankyou music © 2016. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide a brief synopsis of the teaching of our faith at 1 Peter 5 where it was shown the extent of Christ’s authority over the Apostle Peter who afforded Christ the glory as he shared his faith. The distinction was made between the spiritual requirement for Christ’s Elders1, who were elected due to their inherent compulsion to see to other people’s needs before their own; and the nature of those who lorded it over others and who came short. Within the community of the Church itself, the onus was on young people to forge a Christ-like relationship with older members in their Church and the older believers’ to take to heart the ideas of the younger members. Peter potentially locked the Church into a model of Christian responsibility, upliftment and flourishing growth that has carried down through the centuries and blessed congregations into the modern era – the triumphant outcome of Christ’s Cross was that it always brought glory to Jesus our Saviour. Peter illustrated the brethren’s spiritual enemy was capricious and tempted or ensnaredthe flock ad hoc and targeted the weak, sick or vulnerable, where Peter advised “[r]esist the devil and he will flee from you”2 especially when making decisions and keeping their commitment to Jesus. Peter examined the wider perspective of the Flock’s present sufferings regarding their stand taken for the Lord Jesus and stated they were “but for a moment in time” compared to eternity. He extolled the virtues of being willing and humble, anchoring the Christian’s hope to the objective of Christ perfecting3 the saints, established, strengthened and settled as they continued in His Grace. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to know God’s purposes for their lives and wants to receive Jesus Christ’s Salvation, may turn to Jesus and His wonderful Grace and kindness welcomes you into His Kingdom of Grace, with repentance.     








Footnotes


1	The unfading election of Elders in AD 30-68 who feared God, Scripture has included for our learning. It is interesting that around 1450 -1410 B.C. the seventy Elders were anointed with Moses’ 	Spirit of prophecy that conveyed Jehovah Jireh’s Will and acted upon it. At around AD 30, when Pentecost commenced, the Apostles launched their preaching of Christ’s Saving Grace amongst 	cities, they strategically elected Elders strong in the faith who ministered joyfully and kindly to congregations, responded to believers’ spiritual needs and protected the Church so that Christ’s 	purposes could be obeyed. The Elders kept an eye on any fluctuations in the brethren’s view of God’s strength and assisted them towards maturity by their trust in the Lord Jesus and reliance 	upon His wise assessment of their situations.   As Moses, Peter, the Apostles and the Elders taught - God’s strength was always present and always available, see [Nu 11:25f; Acts 11:30; Titus 	1:5-9].   


2	The Apostles simply referred to the devil’s wiles as “Babylonish”. In the Old Testament a Hebrew word was located that espoused a snare or trap – māṣôḏ.  


3	What God says and does is categorised in Scripture as wholly free of fault and worthy of all praise. Christ was made perfect not by any personal probation as a man, but due to his being fitted 	through His experience of overcoming the power of temptation and the rare costliness of His obedience for the High Priestly role to which God called Him. As High Priest Christ offered for all time 	one single sacrifice for sins and became the source of eternal Salvation to all the nations. God’s purpose had as its object those those who feared Him, that they grew from spiritual infancy to 	maturity, thus “perfection” was a lifelong process of stronger faith to hold out and not be swayed by the wrong opinions, joyful patience, forgiveness, mercy and overflowing love – sinlessness 	defined Christ not man, see [Gen 6:9; Mtt 5:48; Gal 3:14; Eph 4:13; Phil 3: 5,15; Col 3:10; Heb 2:10, 5:7-10, 10:12;Js 1:4].   


	 





“Deliverer”  -  Matt Maher from the album “Saints and Sinners” with Paul Moak, Essential Records, © 2015. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel briefly expound on Peter’s direction for the new and fuller Church, distinct from the Old Testament assembly, read at 1 Peter 4. Peter addressed readers from the righteous remnant of the Old Testament and the nucleus of the New Testament, bound together in one new Church with its treasured nexus to the Saviour, Lord Jesus. Contextually, the sufferings generally addressed by the Apostles were due to their preaching the Gospel; and in terms of Peter’s bold preaching that Christ is the Messiah1, he found himself at the receiving end of harsh treatment. Christians in Rome at around AD 64-67 found themselves in the invidious situation of being under Nero’s misuse of power that gave rise to calamitous effects within the Church, as events came to their ears of dire persecutions, to which the Apostles could not remain impartial. However at the present juncture AD 62-64 Peter specifically addressed matters of suffering through his carefully worded Epistle where he forewarned the Church to “arm” their minds with understanding of Christ’s doctrine of faithfulness and joy with the promise of later eternal glory. The expression “arm” was perhaps indicative of surrounding military conduct since Peter conveyed the idea that daily effort was required to endure trials patiently without retort2. Scripture had however stated that whomsoever inflicted persecution against Christians was marked for punishment when they stood before God however Peter assured believers they themselves had nothing to fear as their Lord Jesus would be their Judge3 on that Day. The Church had scant knowledge regarding judgment of the dead which led Peter to share his belief that Christ the Lord with Authority and Justice preached to the living and the dead in terms of Salvation. Peter spoke primarily from his own experience when he pressed home the point that if the brethren loved one another with Christ’s love, it covered4 over a multitude of sins.  Peter solemnly incorporated the word “Amen”5 as he continued to be an example of Christ’s truth. ANY PERSON who wishes to repent of their sin and praise God for His wonderful Messiah full of Grace and Mercy, will not die in their sins – call upon the name of Lord Jesus for your Salvation and He will hear you.    





Footnotes


1	Peter believed Christ was the Messiah, proved by Christ’s Deliverance of man from sin and evil. Peter himself was spectacularly delivered and he also preached of God’s impartiality in saving and 	accepting anyone who feared Him and worked righteousness. The Holy Spirit empowered Peter to preach deliverance from capricious pagan deities, myth, tradition and man-inspired 	philosophies all void of the truth of Christ’s anointing to save and ordination as Judge of the living and the dead, see [Acts 10:10ff].   


2	A hard lesson in AD 62-64. Generally, in the midst of suffering man was forced to decide how far he could live by faith and resist the demand of the flesh for a rational explanation. The problem 	became more pressing upon emphasis of the responsible relation of individual to God. Job waited in faith, perplexed yet relieved when later it was revealed that God had waited to show Job the 	constricted depiction of God’s abounding Love and Mercy, Job’s friends put forth. Habbakuk noted that true faith “can wait in the darkness” and not justify itself. Our Lord learned obedience 	through sufferings inter alia – i) many false witnesses lied about Him; ii) He was physically struck, that caused a sudden and alarming loss of blood pressure; iii) He suffered vicariously yet was 	without sin; iv) He was pierced in His hands and feet; v) He heard His Father’s Prophecies scoffed at by the un-anointed; vi) His side was pierced with a sword. Scripture is replete with the 	doctrine that suffering is not a liability, it is an asset in the Kingdom of God and denoted blessings and spiritual dividends, see in seriatim  [Jos 7; Hab 2:2-4; Job 38:1,2, 2:6; Ps 73:21-22; Mtt 	26:60-63; Mk 14:65; Jn 15:23-25; Mtt 8:16-17; Mtt 27:38; Jn 20:27; Mtt 27:39-40; Jn 19:29; Mtt 27:43; Jn 19:34; Mk 15:24; Hebr 5:8]. 


3	Christ’s Judgment of those who feared Him and were righteous, incorporated cognate words such as “To have mercy”, “To have pity”, “To have compassion”, see [Mtt 22:37-40; Acts 16:31; 


	Jn 5:22-24].     


4	By a group of overlapping linguistic derivatives, locutions, shifts and widespread dialect, Scripture identified aspects of God’s mercy e.g. ‘mercy’, ‘Grace’, ‘favour’, ‘keeness’ and ‘eagerness’ to be 	merciful, ‘solidarity’ in lovingkindness despite human defection. Words like ‘compassion’ and aspects of ‘love’ came from the root word in Hebrew pertaining to ‘motherly’ love that rendered ‘tender 	mercies’. Our God readily “passed over into” His tender Mercies towards the undeserved and Christ’s Grace came from ‘compassion’, a gentle, protective, affectionate eye on the needy, the 	helpless, one distressed and in debt, without claim to favourable treatment. His Grace readily “passed over into” mercy in its concern for man as guilty; and showed solidarity for Father 	God’s 	purposes to reach out ‘having mercy’ for mankind. 


5	Existential and moral truth derived from Christ’s Spirit portraying God’s character of faithfulness and credibility. The Hebrew word ‘āmēn meant “surely”and its cognate forms applied “to be firm, to 	be steady, to be trustworthy”. Christ’s claim “Amen, I say to you” gave the disciples, Apostles and those who feared God, reassurances of the Lord Jesus’ distinctive reliability in delivering from 	sin and blessing for eternity – Peter being one who was a firsthand witness to Jesus Christ’s commitment to forgive him and Commission him. Other uses for ‘Amen’ were liturgical; an oath agreed 	with God or curses in its consequences; a doxology, a benediction, a blessing, see [Gen 32:9f; Deut 27:15ff; Ps 31:5, 51:6, 54:5, 119:151; Hos 2:20; Mtt 11:27; Mk 8:27ff; Jn 14:6, 16:13; Js 1:18].	 





“Today is the Day”  -  Paul Baloche from the Live album, Integrity music © 2008











Let us show solidarity with Father God’s faithfulness and credibility as we serve Jesus Christ, His Son, with humility.
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss matters of Peter’s identification with Christian spiritual sacrifices that the believers performed, read at 1 Peter 3.  Peter was empowered1 to impart wise instruction to the Church and he gave meaning to the various spiritual sacrifices i.e. encompassing the role of submission i.e. regarding marriage and a woman’s appearance2, meeting groups and the relational Church e.g. i) functional submission distinguished each one’s position and the particular labour he or she performed; ii) relational submission entailed frank acknowledgment of another human being’s value to perform tasks; iii) reciprocal submission envisaged mutual, humble cooperation with one another - a candid  appraisal with honest respect; iv) universal submission where the Church acknowledged the Lordship of Jesus Christ globally. Peter listed five components of a true group3 of believers and guided members on how to react when persecutions arose, saying in the normal course people would not persecute a believer for doing good, however believers had been empowered with adequate authority to forgive and pray so that God might save any that persecuted them, should they turn to God. Peter clarified the role for peacemakers4 and reminded the believers to quietly trust the Lord and be alert in telling others the reason for the difference in one’s life. In baptism Peter was invested with Christ’s resurrection Life5, a symbol for transformation evident in the heart of every believer. Peter’s conclusory note was based upon God’s foreknowledge6 of Christ’s position of honour seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven with all angels and powers of heaven bowing before Him in worship.  ANY PERSON who wishes to see the light of Christ’s Salvation and be blessed with the Presence of God with you, may reach out and ask Lord Jesus for His Salvation - as Scripture and the Prophets’ assure you, He is not far from you.   


 


Footnotes


1	The Lord’s first words “Come, follow Me”. The Lord chose to bless Peter and it was only through circumstances of suffering in Peter’s life that the effects of sin were dissipated. From Peter’s 	name-change we glean he pursued new goals and adopted new priorities. Healing from God compensated unfaithfulness with His faithfulness - it was better to fail when one followed, pray 	for forgiveness and continue with the Lord, than to fail to follow, see [Mtt 26:74; Lk 5:8; Jn 13:8].


2	Beauty without branding. 


3	a) Harmony when pursuing the same goals; b) Being responsive to each others’ needs with sympathetic mercy, genuine guidance and love; c) Each believer was a treasured brother or sister in 	the Lord; d) The need for tender affection as all had offered God spiritual sacrifices of obedience; e) humility in encouragement and in shared successes that corporately assisted the Church 


	du jour to serve God effectively.       


4	Peace meant not only the absence of conflict. Peacemaking in the Church was a spiritual sacrifice and the peacemaker was one who built good relationships; viewed co-operation as a by-product 	of commitment; anticipated problems before they grew unmanageable. Making peace had the outcome of blessed Life and happiness, see [Amos 9:11f; Ac 11:19ff, 15:2-29,16:4].	


5	Scripture confirmed the reality of Christ’s risen Life at Peter’s baptism and through the Holy Spirit’s giftings Peter – i) preached confirmation of Christ the Anointed One to the Jews where 3,000 	were saved that day; ii) instructed with wisdom; iii) was a channel for the Lord’s healing; iv) prayed with effectiveness; v) was qualified to disperse God’s universal blessings for the Gentiles who 	were transferred Covenant privileges, see [Acts 2:14, 4:13,19,20, 5:15, 9:40, 10:2,30, 44].


6	Scripture gives us a clue from the incident where Peter and John were questioned and answered that healing power came from the name of Jesus of Nazareth and that Salvation was available 	exclusively in the one and only same name. In verse 13 Scripture pointed to the purpose for resurrection Life was twofold - a related 	consideration was that each believer would experience 	transformation in their own heart and life; and a wider consideration was that the Life on display was to show all the nations “that God was with 	them”. One of the major prophets, Isaiah 	affectionately called the Evangelist of the Old Testament prophets, in the Qumran MSS of his chronological arrangement of prophesies, wrote of the status and functions of  Yahweh’s chosen 	One by His name “Immanuel”, which in Hebrew meant “God is with us” and was a prophetic sign that found its way into the New Testament Lexicon at the birth of Jesus Christ and after Pentecost 	in the above incident involving Peter and John. Interestingly, the realisation [Scripture reveals] from the leaders was that according to the world system Peter and John were “uneducated and 	untrained” men, however they also noted and unwittingly spoke Isaiah’s prophecy that “God was with them”. Transformation thus had a powerful kērygmatic purpose, was present in personal 	Salvation and in the believer’s sufferings, Peter preached “God is with us”, see [Isaiah 7:14; Mtt1:23; Acts 4:1-14].


	


“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  -   Kim Walker-Smith from the album When Christmas comes, © 2014.









































































































































Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel, according to reflections of our faith, explain the process by which Cephas/Peter encouraged Jesus’ flock in AD 62-64, into spiritual growth, reading at 1 Peter 2. Peter was no spiritual “light-weight” and yet he tenderheartedly led Jesus’ flock by pointing out that it was through persecutions1 that the believer’s faith was consequentially refined. He identified the need for maturity saying that fully-grown Christians learned to long for spiritual nourishment and not worldly assurances. Peter advanced the doctrine of “spiritual sacrifices”2, founded upon the core of God’s new era for spiritual worship whereby Father God’s purpose was to Shepherd individual souls and nourish them. Peter had publicly proclaimed the resurrection and now dealt with the prophecy of Isaiah 28:16 in submitting that Jesus was the “sure foundation”3 of Lord God’s building in Zion and his words struck a chord in the believer’s hearts when he relayed an image Jesus the Lord had placed in his mind, “..[U]pon this Rock4 I shall build My Church” where in emphasizing community life within the Church Peter by revelation called the flock the “elect”5, their individual efforts were multiplied and brought together as “living stones” that rendered to Christ all glory due to His name. All self-aggrandisement and worldly success came second to their affinity for Jesus Christ and to the disciples, apostles, witnesses and all believers Jesus was regarded as the most costly, prized, of the greatest worth, highly valued, beautiful in truth, sweet smelling obedience and Lord to Whom the heavenly Father God affectionately referred as “precious”. Christ was purposed to be the most crucial part of the Living Temple6 - no Christ, no Church - and the believers’ in Christ’s hands found their true worth was enjoined to Him in reconciling man to God - this was what Peter meant when he stated believers were “priests of the King”. In context, proof of the continuance of faith came through incremental Church growth; and whom Peter counselled should submit and be tolerant with legitimately appointed civilian governments plus they ought always to give honour to their earthly King. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept the Lord God’s Gospel invitation by Grace to be saved and thereafter wishes to act in obedience to His Word, may repent of their sins by faith and ask Jesus to be your Lord and Saviour; and Christ will save you. 





Footnotes


1	Encountered problems were a conduit of spiritual growth for some of the greatest spiritual Christian leaders of all time Scripture recorded, going back even before 2500 B.C. who mounted 	problems at the outset of their Callings vis à vis Abram used his intelligience when a problem ensued and waited for new opportunities; Jacob’s life was littered with difficulties and trials, his new 	name accorded a tribute to his desire to stay close to God; Moses absorbed God’s information, made sure he understood God’s instructions and when problems arose continued to serve God 	without giving up; Joshua’s conquest of Canaan took a long seven years by which time he remained stalwart without succumbing to impatience;  Job was a good man, devoted to God, grew 	spiritually on the realisation that pain was not always punishment, his friends’ depiction of God was too narrow however God revealed His perspective was broader than personal comfort. 	Testings from God have as their object the deepening of one’s capacity to continue in obedience to God Who makes use of difficult circumstances to stretch believers’ so that character might 	be developed. Paul set an example when he sent Barnabas ahead to encourage new converts, see [Ge 12:10, 22:1, 35:10; Jos 11:18; Job 1:1ff; Lk 8:18; Acts 11:22-26; Col 3:12-17].  


2	Spiritual sacrifices pertained exclusively 	to the era of the Holy Spirit, and called for personal allegiance and devotion of the human heart towards Lord God. The lamb sacrifice Jesus Himself 	embodied, Who was slain to atone for guilt, sin, tresspasses against neighbouring brothers and sins /omissions against God. The place for the spiritual sacrifice was therefore “in Christ” since 	it was He 	who was representative for mankind expressly by His death on the Cross. The believers’ hearts were sprinkled by the Holy Spirit with Christ’s atoning blood and by service of 	Communion, as “living stones” and “royal priesthood” were permitted to perform the finality of the sacrificial portion by consuming the Communion bread and wine. [Lv 17:11; Nu 27:18; Isa 8:14; 1 	Pe 2:4,5,9].   


3	At around  2500 B.C. the compound of a foundation meant “to fix, or firmly found” thus, to build on the flimsy base of one’s worldly successes and dreams Scripture assured the building would not 	hold eternally as an element of insubstantial planning was involved if one had not included the Lord God, e.g. a builder‘s crooked wall portrayed the inability of the builder to properly apply his 	mind. Jesus Himself cited prophecy of “the foundation”; Peter addressed a group of 5,000 citing the identical prophecy; Paul alluded to the foundation; see [Ex 29:12; Jb 4:19; Ps 18:15, 24:2, 	118:22; Isa 14:32, 24:18, 54:11; Prov 10:25; Amos 9:6; Acts 4:11; Eph 2:20].


4	Rocks abounded in the Palestinian Central Highlands from whence huge rocks were used to construct the walls of fortified cities. As “Rock”, God was Creator, strength, defense and refuge; Christ 	was “The Rock” from Whom the Children of Israel under Moses received the flow of living water ”…[a]nd that Rock was Christ”; Jesus stated “upon this rock I will build my Church” of Peter which 	we submit meant that through Christ the spiritual ordinances replaced the formal ordinances, however the correct ‘place’ for the offering of spiritual sacrifice remained ‘the rock’ whose title Christ 	anointed Peter with, see [ Dt 32:4; 2 Sa 22:2; Ps 118:22;  Isa 8:14; 28:16; Mtt 7:24, 16:18; 1 Cor 10:1,4ff]. 


5	Election was the deliberate choice Father God made regarding servants of Christ who would act for His purposes until His prescribed time of the close of the Holy Spirit era. It was here that 	transference took place in the form of Covenant-privileges transferred to the Gentiles. See Spiritual Reading Graeme and Vel 2017 pg 33 footnote 3 for work the “elect” at Thessalonica effected.  


6	The Scriptures made the point repeatedly that there would be a new Temple. Ezekiel prophesied it; Stephen and James identified with Amos’ prophecy as the Temple being the rallying point for 	the Gentiles; Paul advanced the doctrine; Peter stated believers were members of a new spiritual Temple; John and Paul alluded to a heavenly Temple; the author/s to Hebrews taught of the true 	Temple that embodied Christ as High Priest; John predicted it, see [Amos 9:11-12; Ez 40-43; Isa 2:2-4; Mtt 16:18; Jn 1:51; 4:13-14; Acts 6:1-5, 15:13-18; 1 Cor 3:17, 6:19; 10:4; Gal 4:26; Eph 	2:19-22; Hebr 9:24, 10:12,19-22 1 Pe 2:4-10; Rev 21:3, 22 ].		





Love broke thru  -  Toby McKeehan and Christopher Stevens from “This is not a Test” album, Forefront records © 2018 Wow 

















































































































Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel evaluate non-comprehensively the evidence of Christ’s promises patently fulfilled in Peter’s Commission. Peter wrote to the whole body of Christians in Asia, upper Bithynia and Pontus NW corner of Asia, the reading at 1 Peter 1, where Peter set out to strengthen, encourage and feed the flock. This was the one and same Peter1 whom when Christ our Lord asked “Who do you say I am?”, revealed a remarkable truth by answering “You are The Christ, Son of the Living God”, to which our astonished Lord responded with pleasure, a blessing and an acute observation from Whence the Source of the particular revelation had emanated. The disciples, after having seen the actual physical body of the risen Christ in 11 separate individual accounts and before a group of more than 500 witnesses, concluded on these grounds that Jesus had risen bodily from the tomb, with a body that was firstly, set free from decay; secondly, set free from limitations of time and space [He passed through closed doors, appeared and disappeared suddenly], was solidly physical, broke bread, cooked fish, ate with them and was able to be mistaken for a gardener or fellow traveler and re-assured the disciples they could rely on Him by way of His Presence when He was not with them. The period following Pentecost was one of unparalleled creativity for the development of Christology and it fell on Peter to take the lead2 in various matters – community; principal preacher; spokesman before religious authorities; acting-President in the administration of discipline; responsibility using supernatural powers; be first in homes to share table-fellowship with the Gentiles; successfully urge full acceptance of the Gentiles at the Jewish Council meeting. The righteousness Peter embodied was greater than that of the most scrupulous legalists and it consisted not in further proliferation of codes of conduct but plainly in humility to the Holy Spirit Whom Christ promised would enable him. Peter, in his body of teaching insisted the Cross was fore-ordained by Yahweh Who “sent” Jesus - the unmatched and incomparable “Suffering Servant”3 Who by His precious blood paid a sinner’s Ransom4 and in doing so effected the greatest Salvation ever known to man, a blessed hope that will never expire, lose its colour, its value, its song nor grow faint. Peter unequivocally discoursed repentance and faith-baptism; Christ’s judgment of both the living and the dead and the joyous recognition of the Gentiles saying Christ had made it abundantly clear the Gentiles would be welcomed at His Banquet. The name of Christ carried considerable power, was reverently adored, respected and Peter importantly pointed to the value attested it in by the written words of the oracle on stone and in the proper wood chosen for the Cross5. The Apostles wrote with differing standpoints and emphasized Christ, the Messiah6, the Prophecies about Him in the Old Testament, the Son of God; while Peter saw “Suffering” more deeply than the others and centralised the Cross in that the Lamb of God was put to death for our trespasses and expressly dealt with the sins of mankind. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to enter the Kingdom of God believing your sins were paid for in full, and who accepts Christ’s rule, may ask Lord Jesus to save you by His Salvation and Grace.    





Footnotes


1	After the revelation, Peter attempted to dissuade the Lord Jesus from His path of 	obedience and earned the entire group of disciples “the Look” and a stern admonishment for their lack of faith in 	Jesus - the admonishment itself, a revelation. Scripture recorded the Love, tenderness, mercy and forgiving nature of Jesus Christ in knowing the depths of Peter’s despair at his denial outside 	the courtyard. In addition Jesus the Risen Lord paid a personal visit to Peter and further, He Commissioned Peter, see  [Mtt 14:28,15:15, 26:69-75; Mk 8:27ff,14:29,30; Lk 24:34; Jn 21:7, 	15-17; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Cor15:5].  


2	Acts 1:15ff, 2:14ff, 3:12ff, 4:8ff, 5:3ff, 10:1ff, 12:17, 15:7ff.   


3	The comparison between Paul and Peter’s Commission was inter alia Paul preached “labour of love for Christ”; Peter preached of the “sufferings of Christ” that brought Him glory. Both Apostles 	used Old Testament prophecy, Christ’s authoritative name and both were strengthened by the Spirit of Christ, see [Ps 96:2,8, Ps 98:1,2,3,9; Isa 53; Acts 2:16ff, 2:33,38, 3:18;1 Pet 1:10 -18]. 


4	The language Peter used indicated that an aspect of Christ’s death - the actual sacrifice was willingly offered, in that He knew to serve and He would give His Life as a ransom, “..[a]nd the Lord 	laid on Him the iniquities of us all”, “[G]od made Him Who knew no sin, to be sin”. Christ knowingly paid the costliest price for the sinner’s freedom and it was this that elevated His offering from 	the simple cardinal ordinance that had no power to set free the conscience from guilt – since no-one was permitted to enter the Holy of Holies bar the High Priest. Peter pointed to the adequacy of 	pascha , God’s spotless sin-offering; fulfillment of Covenant; the red heifer, the Day of Atonement offering. We have the body of God’s Son, sinlessness, true acceptance by Father God, 	forgiveness and real atonement, where the Cross completely justified every sinner, see [Lev 5:6-7; Nu 19; Ps 40:6; Isa 53:5f; Dan 9; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 1:9,18].	 


5	Acts 4:10; 1 Peter 2:24. 


6	“Christos”, māšîaḥ, “my Lord”, or the Aramaic rabbî, meaning a Person worthy of respect, with great powers, or again, in Aramaic mešîḥā – the “expected Deliverer”, the official title of the 	central figure of expectation with redemptive purpose towards God’s people, the logical and proper extension of restored Creation. Moses expressed Israel’s relationship with Yahweh by means 	of a Covenant however pertaining to both the Old and New Covenants - Christ was its true reality. See [Ps 110:1, Isa 53; Mt 8:2; Mk 7:28; Acts 2:34].	


	





For Your  Glory and my Good  -  All Sons and Daughters, Integrity Music © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel as Christians to Christ’s beloved, provide a broader understanding of the extension of James’ definition of authentic faith as ministered at James 5. Historically, the Apostles encountered many tricks and traps that attempted to lure believers’ from Christ and James made it clear that God was certainly not tempted by evil and neither should the believer be. James’ compulsion to preach a “genuine faith” at the outset continued to weave its glory throughout his Epistle. He raised warnings concerning matters of wealth1; reminded the authors that in matters of inequality the poor man’s cries clearly reached the ears of God, Who, as Judge weighed up each injustice and that “the end” had the purpose of God displaying His Mercy and Compassion2.  James echoed our Lord’s teaching on the Mount with clarity where Jesus had remarked unremittingly “Not all who call me Lord, Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the Will of My Father in heaven”3. Faith secured healing for the afflicted; faith encouraged a Brother who had wandered away from God, by forgiveness brought him or her back into God’s great Love and covered over a multitude of sins. Everything, barring faith in Christ, was found “wanting for validity” in the sight of God. James’ instruction regarding cessation of swearing oaths circumvented hypocrisy, cited from an Isaiah prophecy by our Lord Jesus4. Every one of the Apostles without exception promoted love for Christ apart from ceremonial service or meritorious supererogatory deeds. James brought into sharp focus the effect of a prayer by one who existed in an intimate relationship with God the Father through Christ, saying that this genus of prayer won over a great deal5.  ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved that a multitude of sins may be covered forever, may ask Christ the Lord to give you His Salvation and Grace, and He says in the Scriptures, He shall and His zeal shall keep you as you remain faithful to Him.    





Footnotes


1	Warnings regarding wealth i) gained at the expense of the poor and lowly; ii) hoarding wealth ‘bottle-necked’ God’s blessings towards the afflicted and the weak – it was good to plan finances in 	order to bless ordinary people; iii) the selfish pleasures of this world corroded a person’s wealth and acted as a witness against them; iv) Nero persecuted the righteous and shortly came to 	nothing; v) our Lord Jesus perceived the boastful man’s heart and directed him back to the needs of ordinary people, see [Mk 10:21; Js 5: 1-6]. 


2	Christ our Lord is occupied with compassion, filled with it, “chock-full”,  “jam-packed”, “bursting” with compassion and mercy, [Dt 13:16; Jdg 2:18; Ps 51:1; Isa 30:18; Jer 33:26; Jnh 3:10; Zec 10:6; 	Mk 1:41; 2 Cor 1:3]   


3	James and his brothers had heard Christ’s preaching and the poignancy was not lost on James, that to speak “Lord, Lord” with one’s lips while one’s heart was far away from God was a material 	mis-step if one chose to walk the “narrow” path with Christ, see [Mtt 12:46-50; Mk 7:6].  


4	Professing to be good when one was not. The Lord saw the hypocrisy of religious leaders around Him since they both condemned and acknowledged it as bad however they continued in 	hypocrisy. The Lord challenged at different levels - the “blindness to the faults of their own”; “inability to recognise God’s works” [if one loved God, how then was it they only helped their own and 	not the poor of a sect they hated most?]; “blindness to true values”; the “love of display”. Christ the sole perfect reader of inward realities confronted the hypocrites [and He shall Judge when He 	returns]. The purpose of His preaching was to lead the people to seek God and confess their hypocrisies, see [Mtt 6:2, 5,16, 7:5, 15:7, 23:14-15, 25, 27-29; Mk 7:6; Lk 12:56, 13:15].   


5	The prayers of the Lord’s faithful, those conscious of the good Hand of God in their lives, were offered in many instances inter alia  a) Christ’s doctrine of prayer, set out principally in certain of 	His parables inculcated opportunity to ask according to Father God’s generosity; tenacity in prayer; watchfulness; prayer must be offered to Christ by faith in Him; b) in times of trouble, tricks, 	traps and deception, to pray earnestly; c) frank confession of one’s own faults to Jesus; d) intercessory pleading before God for the fatherless, widows, orphans, the poor; e) an effective prayer 	prevailed against evil as evinced by Elijah, outraged at false worship prayed for cessation of rain on the land and God honoured the prayer. When Elijah, three years later pleaded for mercy so 	that it would rain again, God honoured his prayer; f) prayer aligned with the kērygmatic message every believer was enjoined to participate in; g) prayer went hand in hand with obedience. It goes 	without saying that self-exaltation in prayer hid God’s face. See [Gen 28:20; Ps 55:17; Dan 9:20ff; Mtt 7:7-11, 18:19ff; Mk 1:38, 9:23,28f, 11:24, 13:33; Lk 5:15,11:5-8,18:10-14; Jn 14:7,13; Acts 	1:4, 4:23, 31, 6:4, 10:9, 12:5; Ro 12:12; 1 Cor 14:14-16; Eph 1:15, 6:13-18; Col 1:9ff].  








Be Enthroned  -  Jeremy Riddle from the album “Have it all”, Bethel music © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly at James 4, read of the truth James brought to the Christian experience that illustrated the different characteristics of faith1 that assisted the brethren to focus their service on the Lord. The Lord Jesus’ anointing over James set on course an interesting perspective for existing faith during the period AD 48. In context of trending attitudes, Christians du jour  leaned towards non-boastfulness and James accurately differentiated between two qualities of service rendered to the Lord - on the one hand, boastfulness, pride and intellectual fatuities – particularly noticed by James as attaching to the destructive social force of improperly used wealth; on the other hand the benefits of humble obedience devoid of boasting which James categorised as “excellent fruit” of truth and restraint of the tongue. James attested to the dire consequences of being a friend of the world and stated that God was not a God filled with reproof since there were recorded multiple confirmations where the Lord Jesus had dealt graciously with great numbers of people in infinite mercy and invited them into His blessings. A specific advantage of spiritual faith in Christ was the reciprocity experienced between Christ2 and His saints, where Old Testament Scripture was replete with references to God being a rewarder of faith in that He drew near. That’s what the Ascension offered – Christ’s own were able to pray to Father God and ask Him to strengthen where weakness held a believer back; unify where matters were in disarray. The believer was informed by Apostolic teaching of God’s ways and principles, thereafter the believer could enlist the help of God and if things “slipped” there was assurance of God’s mercy, forgiveness and Love3. Humble4 Christians have respected James’ non-periphrastic teachings where he held that when the heart’s intent was to put God first, then one’s outward acts revealed one’s intention; and many lives exhibited lifestyle changes which denoted further proof of the indwelling Christ. James issued a reminder to always consider one’s fellow man when alleviating society’s sorrows, then further concluded with an interesting declaration of the divine Jealousy5 - as aspect of the Character of God we need to hear a lot of teaching about..  ANY PERSON who wishes to humble themself before the Lord Jesus may repent and confess your sins before the Lord; He hears every genuine prayer and gathers you into His kindnesses. 





Footnotes


1	An overview of the test and purpose of faith James addressed succinctly so far - faith obeyed the Word; faith removed discriminations; faith proved itself by its works; faith controlled the tongue. 


2	The risen and ascended Christ limits His intercession to those who draw near to Father through Christ’s name, [Heb 7:25]. 


3	The realisation of the genus of Grace available to the saints is astounding. Christ related the lesson to an astonished group of inner circle disciples which ought to reassure those who love Him, 	Father God really wants you to succeed; the way to succeed is through forgiveness; we all have a debt to serve God; Christ had authority to forgive sins on earth; God forgave us so we ought to 	forgive others, see [Gen 10:17; Ex 10:17; Nu 14:19; Ps 19:12; Isa 2:9; Jer 50:20; Mtt 18:21; Mk 2:7,10; Lk 1:77, 6:37, 17:3, 23:34; 2 Cor 2:7; Col 3:13; Hebr 9:22].    


4	Lord Jesus’ call for humility needs little explicit mention; Moses learned humility; the heads of the fathers’ of the exiled Children of Israel learned humility; John the Baptist eschewed humility; Paul 	noted stark differences between true and false humility [the folly of being devoid of truth], and Scripture has recorded humbling citations that reflected the tenderness of God towards the humble. 	‘Sackcloth’ was worn by some faithful going as far back as 2500 B.C. that was an open reflection of humility. We in the modern era have an opportunity to frankly self-evaluate our quality of 	service to the Lord Jesus - as the Psalmist’s trusted “See If there be any wicked way in me..lead me in the Everlasting Way”, see [Ex 3:5; Ezr 1:5; Psalm 8:1,4, 139:24; Prov 13:10; Lk 18:24f; Jn 	1:27; Ro 8;20; 12:3; Col 2: 18b; 1 Ki 21:27; Esther 4:3; Ps 126:5; Isa 25:8; Jer 31:16, 50:4; Joel 1:13; Jon 3:5; Mtt 1:15; Lk 5:32, 7:38, 15:11-24, 17:3f; Acts 2:38].	


5	Since God’s Character formed the major part of His Covenant with His people, they were bound to Him alone where He demanded absolute loyalty. The formal Suzerain or vassal covenants of 	the ninth century demanded similar loyalties. Scripture witnessed to a positive application of divine Jealousy that denoted God’s holy zeal expressed in the honour of His name. Idolatry in the Old 	Testament was not an intellectual concept, it was a menace that ridiculed “loyalty to God”, hurt people and exacted money from the poor. Since God was neither visible nor tangible but Spirit, He 	required men and women of faith not to hide, but to worship Him in the manner His Spirit guided with no turning aside to idolatrous infidelities, for the Lord God was and still is, a consuming fire – 


	a holy combustion of singleminded pursuit of a good end in His relationship with those who loved Him. In the New Testament the disciples, Apostles and early Church served Christ exclusively by 	worshipping Him “in Spirit and inTruth’  [proof of Father’s approval] and it was the “gift of the Holy Spirit” that Jesus blessed the woman at the well with, a ‘purpose’ no amount of gold in the world 	could purchase - ability to put God first, see [Ex 20:5,6, 32:20; 34:14; Dt 4:24, 6:15, 32:16; Jos 24:19; Ps 79:5; Prov 6:34; Na 1:2; Zeph 1:14-18; Joel 2:18; Jn 4:5ff 14:15; Ac 2:3 ].  	 





Your Mercy – Paul Baloche, from the album Your Mercy © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel witness to Christ’s Ascension as transcribed by the Scriptures. Prior to the event of the Ascension the Lord Jesus spoke openly to His disciples that He was returning to His Father in heaven in accordance with Father and His Agreement. The Ascension triggered a material change for the disciples, where they were not left orphans, on the contrary within a time period of 40 days they were imbued with power from on high, the Holy Spirit Who reminded them of the teachings of Jesus. The Lord Jesus had well met the purposes of Father God and further through His continuous intercession and work of the Holy Spirit a preaching ministry within the disciples was initiated where they i) spoke the Word of God; ii) preached to all the nations regarding repentance, remission for sin and received strength to preach to many others. Scripture historically confirmed the Word of God spread; the Church enjoyed a time of peace; the members were strengthened, were encouraged by the Holy Spirit, grew in numbers and lived in the fear of the Lord. The Word of God thus spread widely and grew in power.  





Christ as “Firstborn” was bequeathed an inheritance with accompanying privileges, a unique paternal blessing, family leadership, an honored place at the table of mealtime fellowship. The word “Firstborn” was a cognate Hebrew term that applied to ‘first fruits’, also translated “the Beginning of His strength”, “Opener of the womb” and “Firstborn of the new creation”.  The Lord as “firstborn” could do with his inheritance whatever he wished. As eldest Son, Jesus did not give His inheritance away, nor did He trade it for something else, nor did He succumb to earthly pleasures and waste it, nor was He impulsive to lose perspective of the purpose for which He was sent. The Lord chose a strategy that revealed the measure of His Character. In kindness, gentleness, Love, faithfulness, obedience and mercy - He chose to invite those who would believe in His name and welcome Him in their hearts, to share His inheritance. 





The Ascended Christ proclaimed the Kingdom of God is at hand as His ministry on earth commenced and at this point seated at the right hand side of God the Father, He intercedes for His Children regarding the maintenance of righteousness as He is the Author of Righteousness. He possesses the Word, all testimonies about Himself and not only will He return in the position of Judge, He at this point preserves Justice and proclaims Grace to and through His people. Fulfillment of the Messianic hope is found in Christ, He possesses absolute Sovereignty and it is to Him every knee will bow whether in willing loyalty or under judgment. Christ’s subjects are delivered from darkness and set free to live righteous lives within His everlasting Kingdom – already inaugurated, yet to be consummated. The Kingdom of God already manifested palpably and visibly where He cast out demons by invading the house of the strong man, bound him, trampled on his domain and plundered his goods. Jesus testified “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven”.  The whole of Jesus’ miraculous activity was proof of His coming Kingdom. The great epoch of Salvation broke through and wonderful works were performed by Jesus Himself and later by His disciples and Apostles – the blind could see, the lame walked, lepers were cleansed, dead people raised to Life and the Gospel of Salvation proclaimed to the poor. On the Mount of Transfiguration Christ was proclaimed as the Elect One and Son of God, endowed with the Holy Spirit, invested with full divine Authority. He was the One sent by the Father in heaven, Who fulfilled what the prophets foretold and Scripture was fulfilled in the ears of those who listened to Him. He came to seek and save the lost, serve others and give His Life as a ransom. The secret of belonging to His Kingdom, was belonging to Christ our Lord. The Kingdom was concentrated in Him, past, present and extended into the future.





See Scriptural references [Zec 9:9; Mtt 1:1-17, 3:16, 5:17, 6:33, 7:23, 12:25,29, 13:16, 21:5,27, 25:41; Mk 1:15, 2:1-12 et passim, 10:45; Lk 4:21, 10:18, 11:20, 17:21, 22:16; 1 Cor 15:24-28; Ro 14:10-11, 17; Php 2:9-11; Col 1:13]  


	


ANY PERSON who wishes to have an open heart before the Ascended Christ may pray for Salvation and the Lord welcomes you, for He is an impartial God.          





	


Almighty  God  -  All Sons and Daughters, Integrity Praise music, Capitol CMG © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel examine James’ further pursuance of the Lord’s righteousness, where “James the Just” specifically addressed governance of speech at James 3. The Scripture recorded that our Lord’s brothers [James among them] had initially with their tongues denied Him however ex post facto the resurrection they confessed “I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ” when Christ the Lord momentously evidenced He had risen from the dead1. James focussed on the control exercised over the smallest member of the body, the tongue2 as he set out two areas where the brethren’s words played a significant role – i) aspiring to be a teacher of the Word, James explained the onus upon teachers was to always maintain narrow accordance with the Saviour’s principles that were coherent, integrated and with power changed hundreds of lives; ii) every believer had a choice to change their current approach to life in the Lord and adjust their speech accordingly to Christ’s purposes. James’ reference to the “rudder that could turn a ship” was apt in defining the influence of the tongue and he differentiated between two matters e.g.  maligned evil3 words that belonged to category a) - disparagements, flattery, deception, manipulation, smearing people’s names; or the brethren’s words were aligned to the heavenly Father’s Will and found place under the category b) - reconciliation, fidelity, repentance, forgiveness for up to 499 times per day if your brother repented to you, compassion and love for God’s interests. The latter category were words continuously supported by Scripture - since Jesus’ authority was evidenced both in speech and action that He obediently aligned with His Father’s purposes. The brethren were made in God’s good image however James pointed out believers were influenced by a “fallen and sinful” world which meant of necessity it was good they made use of the Lord God’s wisdom working from-the-inside-out as they confidently sought to approach God and ask God4. The Lord God as a munificent Father God was deeply aware of the brethren’s needs on a daily basis5.   





ANY PERSON who wishes to use their tongue for God’s good purpose and repent of their sins, may pray and ask Christ the Lord for forgiveness and Scripture states His arms are open wide to welcome and bless you with saving forgiveness.     





Footnotes


1	Our Lord had no sin in him which meant that he forgave his brothers for refusal to ‘see’ and for their negativing words against Him, see [Mtt 5:24, 18;15-22; Mk 3:21,35; Lk 17:3,4; 1 Cor 15:7] 


2	The Scriptures carried no less than 41 specific references to the tongue, the majority references directed the tongue towards righteousness, see [Ps 37:30, 39:1, 51:14, 71:24, 119:172; Pr 10:19, 	12:18, 15:4, 21:23, 25:15, 31:26; Isa 50:4, 66:18; Ro 14:11; 1 Cor 14:4 [the Lord made provision for spiritually edifying one’s spirit], 14:26, 14:39; Php 2:11]


3	Scripture used narrow words to define quarrelling and arrogant pride that God abhorred; Job prayed and sacrificed routinely for his family “should one of my sons have cursed God in their hearts”; 	Isaiah through Scripture recorded the Lord Himself would bring the arrogant down; Our Lord Jesus spoke succinct words in His parables that showed why pride, deceit and unmerciful actions 	would be shaken by His Father in heaven, see [Prov 8:13; Isa 25:11; Mtt 18”23-35; Lk 18:9-14]. 


4	Christ taught the brethren they should approach the Throne of God boldly as Christ’s name encompassed all the authority and jurisdiction they needed. The approach to God ought to be 	objective not subjective, Father’s purposes in Jesus were towards “problem-solving” since the approach was a collaborative thing. The approach that was best for clarity purposes should be direct 	in Jesus of Nazareth’s name; the Lord’s Love was purposive and patiently kind towards His own who honestly tried hard to obey and who loved the Lord Jesus. The definition of Christ’s purposive 	Love  was that it was “adapted to serving” - the most beautiful description and a perfect example of the Greatness of God’s Love towards all the nations.     


5	The rhythm of God’s wisdom was not measured by the beat of the earth-locked body. Its Source was found in One much Higher than any man could imagine – the Highest, the Creator of the 	earth and heavens. The incarnate Christ Himself astonished many by His wisdom and unique knowledge of God His Father and He taught the Father’s Prayer to any who wanted to love God 	which stated “Give us today what is sufficient and needful, our staple spiritual and physical food” and further it was the writer to Proverbs who noted that ‘prudence’ and ‘insight’ was given to those 	who asked. The disciple John expressly noted the eponymy of the Lord “I am the bread of Life”, the “staff of Life” where provision for one’s course for Life and vitality was found and Paul noted 	ancient Hebrew when he cited the word ‘wisdom’, see  [Gen 3:19; Lev 26:26; 1 Ki 3:9,12; Prov 6:8; Mtt 6:11; Lk 2:40,52; Jn 6:35; Col 1:15].		 





Glorious Saviour  -  Resurrection Worship, New Creation Church 2018 [what a fitting tribute to our Saviour-Christ!].








































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel continue to read and understand the issues arising from the doctrine of Christ interpreted as ‘works’ by James 2. Particularly crucial was the balancing of impartiality towards the rich on the one hand and towards the poor on the other hand. The poor had an integral part in the purpose of God for it was written “the poor of the world God chose to be rich in faith and heirs1 of the kingdom”.  In AD 49 James canvassed Christ’s principles that revealed – i) wealth was not always a sign of God’s blessing ii) if poverty made them ‘uncomfortable’ the believers were pressed to love all people regardless of their circumstances, for everyone was worthy of God’s love; iii) it was hypocritical and sinful to attend to only the needs of the rich; iv) people who had little wealth lived lives aligned with simple values - there was no excuse to exclude them from the Gospel; v) In the Old Testament around 1444 to 1445 B.C. a trespass against a person, thing, animal, land or assets of a person meant an appearance before a Judge with the grievance and whomever the Judge condemned would pay double to his neighbour. James noted that trespassing2  a little law was problemmatic; vi) poverty resulted as a consequence of others’ greed, pride and selfishness; vii) God promised no earthly reward nor riches - His Promises were founded on commitment to His Son; viii) Doing good works earned one no Salvation, it merely revealed the believer’s commitment to God and provided verification as to his/her love for Him. James concluded the chapter with a tribute to the woman Rahab3 and he encouraged believers to not look to appearances4 but to do work that pleased Christ the Lord. ANY PERSON who wishes to yield to the Lord and be saved, may ask Him and He answers your prayer. Thereafter we urge you to pray with a Minister at a Church that follows Jesus of Nazareth.        





Footnotes


1	Paul addressed spiritual inheritance in his epistles. In the period AD 49, Testaments were rarely written. Two Hebrew root words conveyed the meaning of inheritance - nāḥal and yāraš the 	emphasis being more on possession than process of succession as the heir received by right, not disposition.  To the Hebraic understanding the word inheritance had a strong spiritual and 	national association and according to Paul the Apostle, spiritual inheritance was based solely upon relationship with Christ since He was ‘heir of everything’ and ”[i]f you are Christ’s then you are 	Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise”, that encompassed the blessing for descendants and land. The spiritual birthright could not be inherited by anyone who had not constantly 	frustrated sin in their hearts - since suffering with Christ meant glorification with Him, see [Gen 12:7,13:15; Ex 6:6-8; Nu 33:53; Jos 21:43-45; 1 Cor 6:9-11; Gal 3:26,29; Eph 1:14]. 


2	As the entire law of the Lord God had been breached it triggered an ignominous break in the relationship with Yahweh Himself, since God’s Laws were promulgated expressly to extol His mercy, 	see [Ex 22:9].     


3	“Rachab” lived in a house that formed part of the Jericho wall and when two of Joshua’s spies were pursued she hid them away under some drying stalks of flax on the roof of her dwelling; the 	pursuers were sent 	off on a false trail and Rahab then made terms with her lodgers. Rahab and her family were saved. The author of Hebrews included Rahab in the Chapter 11 gallery of faith 	heroes and James mentioned Rahab as an example of discerning faith and good works. Why did the Holy Spirit see fit to include Rahab in the canon of Scriptures? The answer in context, lay in 	the fact that she was a cognizant participant in the Lord God’s purpose for Israel, thus God saved her. James taught that any believer through their good works in Jesus’ name, for the 	manifestation of the glory of Yahweh’s eternal power on earth would find blessings and protection as they participated in Yahweh’s purposes regarding Christ. As an aside, it is interesting that flax 	grows up to 1m in height, which certainly explained the ample covering that hid Joshua’s soldiers. A derivative of flax was its shiny seeds from which linseed oil was harvested, defined as slow-	burning oil, the metaphor being that one who served the Lord God, Christ would never extinguish but cause His continuous strength to flow through. A sign of judgment from God was thus the 	removal of flax with resultant lack of oil to light a lamp and no yarn with which to make linen or garments, see  [Ex 9;31; Isa 42:3; Hos 2:9; Mtt 12:20].


4	As a devoted Jew, it is certain that James would have heard many teachings on the exchange that took place between the Lord God and the prophet Samuel regarding appearances, which were 	not the criteria the Lord God used when He sought a servant to convey His authorised blessings. By appearances, Saul had impressed the crowds with ideal visual image - tall, handsome, 	impressive looking, standing literally head and shoulders above his kinsman, a visible warrior and capable military leader who, after having been given many chances to show his mettle won great 	victories with his finer instincts. However Saul on many occasions carnally overstepped the terms of his appointment, treated those who refused to pay him homage punitively and could not be 	trusted as an instrument of God’s Will. Scripture recorded that his latter years were clouded in tragedy, rebellion, a decline in his personal fortunes, a deteriorating religion, disunity, in addition he 	was consistently needled by bouts of rage. Assurance was given to Samuel that through the Lord God’s perspective, the servant He chose would be separate from the others, entrusted to 	perform tasks that carried sincere preservation of the Lord’s Character. David’s appearance did not contain the qualities of his military brothers, in fact Scripture recorded his appearance did not 	reveal any courage and fearlessness, “he was the youngest and ruddy in appearance”, however the Lord judged by character as He saw the inside of David’s heart was godly.  David was 	unmoved by family jibes and mockery when one of his earliest services to the Lord God came via a long-distance defence of Yahweh ṣeḇā’ôṯ with success. In his epistle, James urged the brethren 	to not be swayed by appearances but to rather be impartial in their exchanges concerning the Lord’s Gospel, see [1 Sa 16:7; Js 2:]





Beloved   -  Jordan Feliz from the album “The River”,  © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel examine the the law of Christ for Christian works as elaborated in James 1 in context. Where Hebrews emphasised doctrine, the Epistle of James accented ‘works’, however, evidenced had to be new works done, not to earn Salvation but ‘works’ done through the inworking of holiness that originated from the implanted Word. Generally, the Epistle was written in AD 49, it was one of the earliest letters to assist believers and happened simultaneous to three events regarding the early Church viz á viz, a) the crucial Jerusalem Council meeting; b) after Stephen was martyred and; c) Paul’s letter in AD 49 to the Galatians, which provided insights into “James the Just”, referred to with the affectionate nomen. The author was the oldest of our Lord’s four younger brothers, was an unbeliever however ex post facto the resurrection he became a rational, uncompromising, practical believer, who without a doubt, within his very home, had seen Jesus’ works1 in action, and in their local community. The bi-lingual Palestinian, Jewish-Christian James2, afforded himself no title and addressed his letter to “the twelve tribes scattered abroad” [Diaspora] where he, in addition, made use of Hebraic features, rhetorical questions, aphorisms and picturesque illustrations to reflect a distinct Jewish-Christian flavour that addressed the “first Children in God’s new family”, having particular regard for decisive issues like ‘common life’, ‘communal ethics’, ‘communion’, ‘fellowship’ and ‘community of goods’3. It is further worth noting that the prophet Habbukuk’s writings had an influence on “James the Just” as his understanding of living by faith meant that he placed little emphasis on auricular confession without corresponding action, as per Habbakuk’s extraordinary and challenging statement “[T]he just shall live by faith” where the prophet called for only one class of faith – holy obedient faith4 [Hab 2:4]. ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved, “announce your surrender before God and He will lift high your hands..”, repent and ask the Lord Jesus for Salvation. 





Footnotes


1	The main source of Income derived from the trade of carpentry would not have been sporadic nor unpredictable as Jesus the Lord paid His taxes. Our Lord would have learned His woodcraft from 	Joseph as he supported Mary; thus from the age of 12 Jesus would have worked alongside Joseph and later assumed varying carpentry projects, to earn income with all encompassing control, as 	eldest son of the business e.g. i) for building operations – roof, door, stairs; ii) furniture – couches, chairs, tables and ‘footstools’ and interesting that the earth was Christ’s footstool and His 	enemies would be His victorious footstool, at God’s prescribed time ((); iii) other – finely carved bowls, spoons and boxes; iv) implements – plough, yoke, threshing instruments, chariot panels, 	oak oars; v) Temple fitments – 	specific fashioned furniture; vi) art - carved pieces for panels or bas-relief. Tools used in our Lord’s working day – a marking tool, compass, dividers, scraping 	instrument, a plane, files, bow-drill, wooden mallet, hammers, chisels, awl and dowl, spoke-shave. From the commencement of His ministry at age 30, Jesus altered His life routine and changed 	to one sans financial security as He ceased carpentry and sought His Father God’s purpose, preaching to all who would hear, everywhere, [Gen 6-9; Deut 10:8; Ps 110:1; Mtt 5:35;10:8-11, 11:19, 	13:55, 22:17; Mk 6:3; Lk 9:58; Jn 12:6; Ro 13:7]. 


2	James emerged as a leader in the Church and Paul in his letter to the Galatians and Corinthians indicated important features - i) James was a firsthand witness to Christ’s resurrection; ii) 	James was devoted to Jewish tradition however flexible enough to modify it and admit non-Jews into Christian fellowship; iii) he and his brothers became believers 	and undertook missionary 	travels however James considered it his Calling to oversee the Church in Jerusalem; iii) James stood out when he endorsed Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles [Gal 2:9]; 


	iv) the Jerusalem Council where James presided as Head, cleared the way for Christianity to become a universal religion, see Spiritual Reading Graeme and Vel 2016, page 51, footnote 2 and 	[Acts 15:12-21; 1 Cor 9:5, 15:7; Gal 1:19, 2:9, 2:1-10]. 


3	The reference made was to houses and lands other than their dwellings as Christians did not sell every piece of real estate they owned. The profound truth was not the selling of their possessions 	it was the unselfish attitude displayed, the believers working as sons related to God by the New Covenant, in the Spirit of Christ’s unity that was proof of His approval, see [Acts 2:44-47, 4:32-	5:11; 1 Cor 12:27; Eph 4:12].


4	Holiness as an essential component of the ethical nature of God was denoted as “sanctified” or “set apart”. Thus to keep the Sabbath holy meant a day “set apart” to God. Samuel stated “[t]here is 	none Holy as the Lord” and the Lord God’s expectations of Yiśrā’ēl were “[Y]ou shall be unto Me a kingdom of Priests and a holy nation”. Jesus  our Lord was the very personification of holiness 	as it was His quality of righteousness that enabled His healing miracles. He appealed for more than ceremonial holiness, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”, Who spoke out narrowly against 	recompense with vengeance, requiring mankind to show mercy to those ‘broken inside’ and in particular if one had himself been shown mercy. Paul prayed regarding eschatological times 	“[M]ay God establish you in holiness..at His Coming”. Good works were thus explicitly ‘set apart’ that God took pleasure in and that gave place for His glory, (consequently, the man with no faith 	demonstrated his separation from God). The works of holiness had only one purpose – to undo the works consequential to the Fall. God’s testings and sufferings for the believer, perfected in 	him/her that which was not holy. James’ themes were contiguous to holiness that were - prayer, humility, gratitude as a means by which ethical and moral conduct dwelt in and perfected the 	saints, declared by James “[C]ount it all joy, when you go through trials”, see [Ex 19:6; 1 Sa 2:2; Hos 6:6; Mtt 5:20; 1 Thess 3:12-13].       


	  


King of the World  -  Natalie Grant from the album ‘Be One’  © 2015.











We pray for leaders around the world that peace may be uppermost in their minds 
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Graeme and his wife Vel summarise the author’s reflection of Christian doctrine including his/their final words on the believers’ works done from a clean concscience, read at Hebrews 13.  The author concentrated on various matters such as – Christian love for one another in the faith; Christ’s rule over His Church being firmly established forever1 with no variation of turning - none preceded Christ and nothing could be added to His foundation, nothing could subtract from His truth, nothing was outstanding and most importantly He owed a debt to no-one [Job 40:11; Jn 19:30]. The believers’ respect for each one’s spiritual ability in submission2 to their spiritual leaders who nurtured their souls. Monogamy was embedded within Christ’s doctrine - i) marriage was binding; ii) the obligation of fidelity had to be evident; iii) the married disciples and apostles were examples of the genus of commitment God required; iv) appearing saintly and outwardly holy amounted to little, if one was to count alone on leavened sin being washed away by the One who rendered their consciences cleansed (Gen 7:2). The wider consideration of being content with what one had, as Jesus the Lord valued their offerings of praise, their hearts of thanksgiving and their generosity3. Comity with God was to be treasured, whereas covetousness4 left an unsatiated vacuum. Christ’s resultant work in the lives of Christians had oecumenical5 impact on millions of people throughout the centuries [ Verse 20, 21] . The author submitted conclusory remarks, a farewell exhortation, a salutation and a benediction. Thus, regarding the key components in the book of Hebrews the author inculcated overall - the earthly status of Jesus Christ the Son of God for the express purpose of redemption – a feat unaccomplished by any man; the solemnity of the nature of obedience; the necessity of expanding one’s faith to maturity; God’s purpose for suffering, chastening and testing; the intellectual component of doctrinal trust in the Lord God; the condition of Christ’s spiritual athletes. Hebrews was written with a particular purpose in mind - believers should pay attention. ANY PERSON who wishes to praise Christ everyday, must know Him first; therefore you may pray to Him for Salvation; and Scripture states that He hears your prayer for help.  





Footnotes


1	A symbol of God’s fidelity, constancy and preservation was salt, used in order to remind the Children of Israel of their Covenant with the Lord God. It is interesting that the Lord God assured 	believers 	[even in the modern era], that when feeling discouraged, remember there were many others who sometimes experienced similar days and had remained faithful to obey God and still 	carried out His duties, see [Lev 2:13; 1 Ki 19:10;Mt 5:13].     


2	Like friable soil and the young vine that were dependant upon the gardener for growth, direction, prosperity and peace, so too the brethren were dependant upon the Spirit of Christ.	 


3	God’s Mercy surrounded men and women of faith and and as a by-product “giving” was evidenced, since God Who was full of Mercy was Himself a Giver Who gave His Son, [Ps 32:10; Jn 3:16].


4	The Old Testament defined covetousness as craving one’s neighbour’s possessions. The Children of Israel in the Old Testament periods, due to the fact that it was forbidden by the Ten 	Commandments thus placed covetousness under a ban. In the New Testament covetousness was sternly repudiated by Christ Who defined it as attaching to possessions; in Acts coveting was 	defined as an intense yearning which if misdirected, concentrated on money. Paul, who showed himself free from covetousness in clear conscience preferred fellowship than fine things, could say 	“these hands of mine worked to pay not only my own way, I also supplied to the needs of those who were with me”. In Ephesians, covetousness was listed as having association with immorality, 	the ultimate idolatry; ‘avarice’ and ‘ruthless self assertion’ were words Corinthians contained that defined covetousness. See [Ex 20:17; Pr 15:16; 21:26; Mk 7:22; Lk 12:15; Acts 20:33,34; 1 Cor 	12:31; 2 Cor 2:11, 7;2, 9:5; Eph 4:19, 5:5; Col 3:5; 1 Tim 6:9; Ro 7;7].     


5	The Lord urged that His lamp be not hidden, that it be placed on a stand that gave out its light to all the nations so that all persons could comprehend His offer of free Salvation and that others 	might glory in God and the things that pertained to Him, [2 Sa 22:6-7; Mtt 5:15].	





	 


You are Loved  -   Stars Go Dim, Fervant Records  © 2015, Wow 2017 Music.
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the major source of confidence the readers gleaned from Hebrews 12 that gave structure and context to their faith in Christ. The author divided the chapter into relevant life applications, that stirred the diaspora brethren in AD 61-62 towards a proper understanding of the Grace Christ wrought, expounded as  – i) the brethren’s faith-race was run with objective1 thoroughness since Christ’s work ameloriated their sins and He led His people likewise through His zealous advocacy; ii) the fully motivated spiritual athlete bore the hallmarks of God’s fiery chastening throughout their daily lives however it was better to find forgiveness today than to lose eternal Life by rejecting the Truth about Christ; iii) it was understood that Christ provided in Himself a continuum between the Old Testament and the New Testament, the remnant of the Old assembly and the nucleus of the new Church – the Servant Lord and His servant people bound the two Testament’s together; iv) the intrinsic value in hardship and discipline meant faith was strengthened and “old man nature” weakened, culminating in fruitful fellowship with Christ; v) an appeal towards understanding the meaning of peaceableness and purity whose fons et origo  was Christ’s obedience; vi) an encouragement to remain strong in faith as God indicated He was going to shake not only the earth but also the heavens that “the things which cannot be shaken might remain” according to the Will of Father in heaven; vii) a call to endure against bitterness, troubles and defilements; viii) the author drew a distinction2 between Mt Sinai of the Old Covenant and Mt Zion of the New Covenant; ix) a warning to heed God’s Word with humility; x) a call to be forgiving and be a permanent component in God’s Kingdom. We submit further a short note on the Corban vow3.     


  


ANY PERSON who wishes to come under Christ’s Love may ask Him for “re-birth” and He will receive you into His Kingdom where, like all believers, fellowship with Jesus Christ will be your portion.     





Footnotes


1	Even in the face of a bloodthirsty exploitive regime such as the one Nero embodied where common sense and humanity broke down, the believers, through fraughtful narrow uncertainties 	collectively maintained material focus on Christ. They did not resort to deceivingly blaming others, instead they devised steps to further preserve the seed of the Gospel - later finding justification 	by God through institution of the Gospel into the Canon.     


2	Mt Sinai with its awesome manifestations of divine power and Mt Zion with its glorious company within the heavenly Jerusalem. A symbol inter alia of many things - the eternal continuance of 	the Creator’s might; and a difficult life path – the removal of which was possible for those with strong faith. The gathering together at Mount Sinai had a significant effect on the Children of Israel 	who faced the awesome terrors at the issuance of the Law, described Scripturally quite graphically so seriously had God rendered His Covenant and there were solemn warnings not to wander 	away.  The author crisply warned that rejecting the Gospel with its privileges would not exempt any believer from consequential separation from God. Mt Zion had deep spiritual significance as the 	ark of the Covenant, around 970 B.C. resided there. Scripture recorded that the Lord loved the gates of Zion and in Job the nature of Zion was defined as a “heart of forgiveness” since Job 	experienced extended mercy to pray for his friends who had narrowly depicted God’s great Love. A fruitful prophecy sung by King David, recorded in Ps 14:7 revealed the Deliverer would come 	out of Zion and exclusively show something money could not buy - God’s great Forgiveness, a doctrine Paul the Apostle further expounded on, in particular that God would forgive and restore 	Israel.  Christ widened the scope of forgiveness in preparation of the Gospel, where at an advanced level of death He forgave all mankind who had Crucified Him at. See [Ex 19:16; Dt 4:11f; 4:24; 	1 Ki 8:1; Ps 87:2, 121:1f,125:2;  Ro 11:26]. 


3	The Corban vow bound a young person to giving towards Herod’s Temple a “gift” that could not be retracted. Jesus of Nazareth outrightly condemned the vow as it was in clear violation 	of the higher Commandment to “honour your father and mother” which provision Yahweh created to counteract the tricks and traps of such vows. The simple duty to care for one’s elderly 	parents by blessing them and assisting them with practical care was aligned to God’s Will and preached by Paul as a duty that attracted God’s blessings for the Children of Israel. Jesus Himself 	was the perfect example of obedience where He “blessed” His own Mother with practical care for eighteen years and ensured her place at the Upper Room; He blessed Peter’s mother-in-law with 	healing; and on the Cross Jesus our Lord not only transferred possession of His own body directly to His Mother, He also pronounced upon a legal arrangement between Himself and the disciple 	John,whereby He proclaimed John as being His Mother’s son, which made provision further for her daily needs and protection – that without a doubt He had well prepared in advance. See [Mtt 	15:4; Mk 7:10,11-13; Lk 11:27; Acts 1,2; 	Eph 6:1-3].


		 


My Jesus  -  New Wine Worship published from We are Worship © 2018	 	
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Graeme and his wife Vel celebrate according to our faith, the Passion that Jesus of Nazareth evidenced to fulfill to the uttermost His Father’s Will at His Crucifiction, as a receptacle for suffering He refused any form of alleviation in order to preserve the purpose of the Gospel, regarding His Sacrifice once-for-all to save mankind. The ambit of the Cross is the whole glad announcement of mankind’s redemption, that Scripture stated reconciles both Jew and Gentile where the middle wall of partition, the law of Commandments through His blood, God had broken down and made peace. All things, according to the exercise of God’s Holy Sovereignty in the course of history and annexed to His Holy rule were reconciled to God  as Jesus of Nazareth set aside the bond which stood against mankind with its legal demands, “nailing it to the Cross”. 


See [1 Cor 1:17ff; 2 Cor 5:19; Eph 2:14-16; Col 1:20ff, 2:14]. 








The shame and humiliation reserved for the worst and lowest, clamoured for by the crowd, was experienced by Jesus the Lord - in the ultimate display of  “the battle belonged to the Lord” – as He endured the Cross despising its shameful pillory - the old man of sin, the high memorial of ego, the disruption to purity, the inability to assess and do what was good and pleasing to God - died with Jesus Christ on that day, nailed to the Cross, the spectacle of its shame transcribed into the greatest victory, union, glory, virtue and newness of Life. God’s mighty offensive against sin centred on the Friend of sinners, that through His perfect obedience sin was gloriously, publicly and wholly vanquished. These are glad tidings of the peace of the Victor, intense joy, the primary divine assertion, a gift from the Holy Spirit given at God’s will that characterised the early and modern Church and every believer who personally adored Christ. [1 Sam 17:47; 1 Ki 22:28; Ps 20; Jon 2:9; 1 Cor 2:14; Gal 5:22; Phil 3:1; 1 Thess 2:19;  1 Pe 1:8; Ps 126]. 








The Peace, Righteousness and Salvation of the Risen Lord Jesus has accomplished a cessation of hostilities between God and man, the well-being of victory that expressed “straightness of action” in – i) the idea of helping the poor and needy; ii) the implication of a correct relationship with God Who is ground and guarantor of His moral order; iii) an expectation of the Future with God; iv) God’s nurturing succour of men and women embraced in the miracle of Christ’s Grace with attendant forgiveness of sin and rich union with the “Righteous One”. [Ps 50:6; Dt 24:13; Dn 4:27; Ezek 18:5-9; Mtt 5:6; Lk 1:6; Jn 8:7; Ro 3:9-20, 6:12-23; 1 Cor 1:30; Eph 4:24; Tit 3:5]. 








ANY PERSON who wishes to have the ability to respond to the kērygmatic message of God’s Son Who died on the Cross for you, may ask Him, Jesus the Lord, to receive you into His Kingdom.    











Come to the Altar  -  Elevation Worship from the album “Here, as in Heaven”, Elevation Worship Publishing  © 2015 
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Graeme and his wife Vel add their faith in support of the Scriptures’ witness to men and women of faith who relied on God and served Him with devotion. At Hebrews 11, the word ‘faith’1 was defined [vs 1,3].The gallery of faith-heroes, God’s people [we Christians believe], for thousands of years, depicted an intensely deed-conscious people who respected firstly, the substitutionary element of sacrifice; and secondly, the component of accepting to their hearts their good service of blessing God. They avoided all the distractions that endangered relationship and trust in Yahweh šāmmâ. The author highlighted the technical aspect of Covenant kāraṯ be rît2 – between God and His people. The heroes lived through many adverse risks yet they continued in faith and never turned back, their obedience a pleasure to God. Some ‘passed’ without seeing the effects of their faith and it is interesting that the author recorded [vs 40], their perfection was delayed so that all believers might be perfected as one. The prophets3, familiar with Covenant form, pronounced blessing in the keeping of it and the author revealed how God worked signs and wonders with these men and women of faith such as – prosperity came their way; inspirational principles were written that governed agriculture, harvest, soil conservation, social and civil law; a new land was given; military campaigns were successful; unusual Spiritual wisdom brought relief to insurmountable problems;  Spiritual phenomena were located; prophetic prediction flowed that gave understanding about obedience and God’s timing; the Light of God’s guidance shone the way forward; spectacular deliverances were accompanied by sheer joy and sacrifices of thanksgiving were offered up to God; the dead were raised to life. The author gave a consecutive and reliable account of the role of the faith-heroes having regard to their motivational purpose and victories, which equipped the Hebrew brethren where they tracked the rise and progress of their own faith development spiritually in the Lord experiencing first-hand the Way to the Father that Christ first communicated4 through the Light of His Grace to Salvation, where He intercedes with zealous faithfulness. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to ask Jesus the Lord for His faith in their heart, may pray and Christ the Lord will give you His Grace.  





Footnotes


1	Faith in AD 62 was not tangible like taking a dosage of prescribed medicine; it was an attitude of trust and belief. Neither could faith be stored away like money; it was a continuing process of 	renewal of trust in God and the Lord Jesus, on a daily basis. The object of faith would thus have been to aim to please God everyday and to better serve Him and the Lord Jesus, see [Mk 9:24; Mk 	5:25]. 


2	Throughout the ages the Lord God has gained a very good reputation to which one can attach the highest value to His Name alone; and the Lord God has always kept His Covenants Old and 	the New Covenant. Yahweh [Superior] and His people cut Covenant, in addition the act embodied entering into a relationship; keeping of the Covenant by both sides to – not forget its terms, not 	transgress it, not despise it, not break it and never be false to it nor corrupt it. The Lord God kept Covenant. Thermaturgic encomium [Rev 5:4] was never God’s standard for perfection hence 	Father God sent Jesus His only and firstborn Son that by His Blood, any and all category of breach on behalf of mankind was punished and Christ had fulfilled the Law by His death on a 	Cross; the One Perfect Sacrifice founded a new and Living Way into the gentle, loving, Fatherly heart of Father God for relationship, trust, faith, love, mercy and companionship. No other exertion 	has and ever will be necessary since Christ’s Work has wholly satisfied Father God, His Law and His wonderful Love forever.  


3	The Patriarchs built their faith through worship believing that the Lord God could be worshipped wherever He revealed Himself. Even in exile around 445 B.C. the worshippers who had noTemple, 	worshipped God with i) the Shemả; ii) prayers; iii) Scripture readings; iv) exposition; that found approval with God in that period, Who sent Nehemiah. Christ continued into the New Testament 	period by attending Temple in regular worship. The Hebrew word - ‘aḇôḏâ – meant ‘a service offered up to God’ and in AD 33 onwards, Christian service consisted of gratitude towards God’s Holy 	Spirit by utilising the full range of His gifts that built up the Church, as Jesus predicted, with God’s signs and wonders in approval. Young men like Daniel [around 535 B.C.] and Paul with his 	friends, served God 	by growing a beard [a sincere and proper expression of ancient Hebrew faith - not the “Corban vow” which Christ condemned] and kept their spiritual focus by true worship, 	denying themselves day-today delicacies in consecration to God’s divine Authority. Paul kept his heart dwelling in Christ via his speech and his Lord’s Testimony which is the Spirit of Prophecy. 	See [Ps 133:2; Mtt 7:22; Acts 18:18; 1 Cor 14:1].  Christ condemned vow-taking by saying “Let your yes, be yes and your no, be no”. It is interesting that ancient Hebrew men grew a beard as a 	mark of vitality, for manly beauty and they attended their beards scrupulously. Christ our Lord wore a beard. To shave it or cover it was a sign of grief which was pertinently brought to the fore at 	the Praetorium a priori Christ’s Crucifiction, that signalled grief and mourning was about to come upon His disciples and those following Him [Isa 50:6; Mtt 27:28,29].


4	Christ remains faithful to the New Covenant by functioning in the role of Advocate for His people, citing His Sacrifice and Blood that covers over every sin with His Father’s mercy; His participation 	in the affairs of believers through the Word of God and Holy Spirit works out Grace in their lives; every believer has been rendered safe under His Relief and free from any charge and penalty that 	attached to the law. Our Lord pivotally prays for believers, as He of necessity prayed for Himself “By this I know that You are well pleased with Me, because My enemies do not triumph over Me”, 	Let the Church pray according to Christ’s prayer, see [1 Chr 29:17; Deut 28:63a; Ps 9:10, 118:7;Mic 6:8; Mtt 3:17; Mk 1:11; Lk 3:22; 1 Cor 1:21; Col 2:15].		 


		 


The Lion and the Lamb  -  Big Daddy Weave from the album ‘Beautiful Offerings’, Fervant Records © 2014 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, for reasons of ancient origin, examine God’s historical purposes for the readers of Hebrews at chapter 10. The Hebrew brethren were in danger of falling away and returning to the old system, which led to deeper discussion of the wide impact of the once-for-all sacrifice. The sacrifices for sin in the Old Testament were repeated over and over again, year after year. If they could have, one offering would have been enough; the worshippers would have been cleansed once-for-all. Psalm 40:6-8 and Isaiah 43:1-4 must have had a great influence upon Christ’s thinking and His prophetic statement “[I] have come to do the Will of My Father” moved the Hebrews’ author to write the prophecy extensively, from Jeremiah 31:33,34. Christ could be taken at His Word as believers everwhere showed signs of being cleansed through their witness1 for Christ and God working in conjunction with signs and wonders - we previously noted Doctor Luke had meticulously collated many accounts. Enabled to approach God, the believers also underwent a daily pilgrimage into holiness2 although God’s purpose to sanctify had been covered with a blanket covering by Christ. The author reminded the readers, to their individual account, that nothing may be “added or taken-away” from the recordal of Christ’s Sacrifice nor should any seek to win God’s approval through their own ‘works’ as it would be tantamount to denying the validity of the Cross and would be considered by God as rejecting the anointed Christ’s Sacrifice and viewed further as spurning the Holy Ghost; which was significant, as Jesus the Lord had crucially removed sin’s power to accuse them forever, plus there was no other sacrifice that embodied quite the category of authority with power to completely extinguish forever, all charges against them, which gave entrance to the work of the Holy Spirit Himself3. Christ being seated was significant4; the way for forgiveness was opened and became a hallmark of every believer’s daily pilgrimage towards the Lord Jesus. As heirs to Salvation the brethren were invited to enter, dauntlessly and with overcoming power, into the Holy of Holies by the new and living way through the veil, His flesh, with hearts Spiritually sprinkled and bodies washed with the pure water of His Word. The readers were encouraged to exercise an unyielding hold upon their Faith and continue meeting together, as they saw the Day approaching. ANY PERSON who wishes for their family and themself to be holy, may ask Jesus the Lord to sprinkle their hearts and save them that they might begin their personal walk with Christ.     





Footnotes


1	Despite the sombreness of the theme the Bible never completely loses a note of hope and optimism.God’s vicegerent, until the catastrophe of the Fall, was man. Sin, inter alia was depicted by 	Scripture along the following lines - disobedience; hereditary depravity not wholly that it touched everything was not compatible with the exercise of natural virtues and civil righteousness; 	perversity; conditioned enmity towards God and the force of His testimony. There was no area or aspect of human life that was absolved from the sombre effects of man’s fallenness and hence no 	area which might have served as a possible ground for man’s justification of himself in the face of God and His law. Unregenerate men were still endowed with conscience and the work of the law 	was written upon their hearts so that in measure and at points they fulfilled its requirement, however these works, though formal and in accord with God’s command were not good and well 	pleasing to God in terms of the full and ultimate criteria by which His judgment is determined - the criteria of love to God as the animating motive, the law of God as the directing principle, and the 	glory of God as the controlling purpose. 


2	The subject of holiness, Scripture illustrated where, firstly, holiness was the very being of  qeḏôš Yiśrā’ēl, in His moral excellence, in His freedom from all limitation, in His ethical purity also 	expressly 	attributed to each Person in the Godhead, see [1 Sa 2:2, 15:29; Isa 1:4, 24; Hab 1:13; Jn 17:1; Acts 4:30].  Secondly, having regard for mankind, two aspects attached - holiness caused 	by God’s purposeful separation that marked out the character of His people. Other characterizations pertaining to holiness were – holy ground, holy assembly; holy Sabbath; a holy nation; holy 	place consecrated and separate from the common sphere. In the New Testament, Christ’s saints [and the Hebrew brethren] were called “hagioi” who were in holy relationship with Christ 	and displayed Christlike characteristics. Eschatologically, the book of Revelations emphasized the permanence of moral character and moral necessity, a life so ordered that holiness was its 	welfare. God ensured there would be a final restoration and regeneration of the moral universe in that the Holiness of God would “sweep clean” the Universe, see [Ex 3:5; 12:16; 16:23; 19:6, 	29:31; 2 Pe 3:13; Rev 22:11].    


3	Each assail metered out towards the Hebrew brethren through reproaches, land taken away, assets plundered; was designed to challenge the authority of Christ’s Salvation and the author  	confirmed the readers should rightfully exercise the unimpeded spiritual power available to them in Christ. There was no doubt the seriousness of the conflict between Christ and Satan 	while our Lord was in ministry on the earth; it was evident that Christ had a severe time of ferocious opposition levelled against Him however He turned the spotlight on ethical and moral 	obedience where He was wholly victorious over all the provocations of the enemy and our Lord’s example served the purpose of encouraging the brethren, see [Hebrews 4:15]. 


	In [Mtt 25:41] Scripture prophesied of an eternal fire that was reserved for the devil and all his angels.   	 


4	The Old Testament Priests stood while officiating the cleansing ceremonies both for themselves and the people. Christ being seated signified the finality of His once-for-all Sacrifice.





I have this hope – 10th Avenue North, Wow 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel, united in the culture of the redeemed read at Hebrews 9, where the author made the case for cleansing, when approaching God. The author was deeply influenced by the history of the Covenants Old and New and he held to the concept that rules and rituals had never cleansed people’s hearts. The Old Covenant and New Covenant exemplified the righteousness, strength and non-pollution of God’s people. The author described the Tabernacle and noted inter alia the Temple building, constructed of achaia wood according to the Lord’s express inculcation1, that guided the Children of Israel into God’s greatness and transcendence in a state of constant repentance and cleansing, as they approached Him. The priests ministered as overseers of the operations within the Tabernacle, assisting in keeping sin separate and away from the Lord God’s Presence. The Sabbath was a sign of God’s“rest” in addition, time was spent reflecting with gratitude on what God had accomplished in their lives. The entire system of cleansing unto holiness with forgiveness2 was held together by God’s Command and certain rituals and ordinances adhered to were a shadow of good things to come, which actually came with Christ, the sacrifice of Himself that replaced the sacrifices of “bulls and goats”. This meant that the fellowship of God was available to the Hebrew brethren who believed in Jesus the Lord, on a recurring basis, so that they were extensively fortified and never “cut adrift on the open seas”.  The Dispersion brothers and sisters founded a stimulus for new Life as they experienced Christ’s Love and as they utilised their skills and talents as witnesses to the “good works” of the glory of God. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to be cleansed in their conscience to approach God, may ask the Lord Jesus for Salvation and they will find He gathers them into His bosom.  





Footnotes


1	Even in construction, respect was shown towards the Lord God. The Temple consisted of three main parts – the courts, the holy place and the Holy of Holies. The courts, only the priests 	were permitted entry and the Holy of Holies the High Priest entered into once a year. God provided for the blueprint of the actual Temple assembly and He provided the sacrificial stock. 	Everything came from God, was of God, was founded on God’s pattern and according to God’s purpose. Separating the holy place from the Holy of Holies was a thick curtain or veil that 	symbolized a barrier between God and man. Where the old system required a cautious approach to God, the New Testament system made obsolete the Old and encouraged believers in Christ  	to “approach boldly the Throne of Grace.” The lampstand provided light for the Priests as they carried out their duties and was an expression of God’s Presence. A censer, a shallow bowl either 	with draped chains or carried with long tongs, retrieved live coals from the altar along with incense from which emanated wisps of pungent sweet smoke that drew the people’s attention and 	dominated any untoward aroma seeping through from the sacrifices. The incense Altar stood in front of the Veil, symbolic of the acceptable prayers of God’s people. The Ark of the Covenant was 	itself shaped as a golden box that contained the 10 Commandments and located within the Holy of Holies. The Table of Showbread consisted of 12 loaves that represented each tribe of Israel, [a 	number alluded to in the Revelation]. The Oil anointed the priests, the furnishings and the Altar for Burnt Offerings was used for actual sacrifices that symbolised the payment for sin was 	substituted and restoration had taken place. The priests underwent a solemn cleansing before God and the High Priest, traditionally traced back from Moses and Aaron, was consecrated 	by an elaborate seven-day service in the Tabernacle, cleansed by bathing, symbols worn and anointed with special oil. The priestly garments were indicative of the “glory and beauty” which God 	placed upon the priests sanctifying them to minister in His Name, however still required daily to cleanse themselves first, by sprinkling of blood, then the people. The Basin [Laver] was a 	large wash basin on the outer limits of the Tabernacle used by priests before attending to their duties. The heaviness and weight of the glory of God’s Presence, sometimes located with physical 	phenomena filled the Tabernacle and Temple as the Children of Israel worked in conjunction with God’s Commands. Note – the plan of God in cleansing had nexus with His initial prophecy found 	at Gen 3:15. See [Ex 26:1, 25:23, 28:36-38,40; 31:8, 37:10, 39:32, 40:22,34; Lev :16; Nu 3:31; Jos 18:1; 1 Sam 1ff; 1 Ki 8:4; 2 Chr 1:3, 5;5, 13:11, 24:6; Rev 7:4-9].


2	The Mercy Seat or Lid of the Ark of Covenant symbolised the Presence of God and as the Children of Israel humbled themselves before Him, in His Way, He gathered them into His Loving 	embrace, which meant they experienced the deepest possible expression of His Personality-with-no-restraint; God’s Creative power, His favour and goodness were evoked; 	they received 	benefits for their children; God turned them away from the path of evil; He protected them; He exhibited countless acts of compassionate Healing; He remained closely connected and 	considered their requests seriousl [knowing their inner thoughts] and leading them, going forward. See [Gen 22:2,13; Ex 25:17-22; Deut 4:7; Isa 43:4; 2 Sam 7:14; 1 Chr 28:11; Ps 35:13; Jer 	31:3; Jn 1:18; ].


	 


	 


		  


Hallelujah – Worship Central featuring Ben Cantelon, from the album “Let it be known” © 2007
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Let it be be Jesus, Christy Nockels from “Loves Excelling” © 2014 [Ultimate Classic Worship].
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the nature of the Priesthood of Christ, we have sourced at Hebrews 8. One of the great themes of Hebrews is the classification of  Christ’s Perfect Priestly1 status et passim that the author presented as complementary to primitive tradition and in Christ fulfilling the law. The express stamp2 of the priestly role of Christ was that he is not dead but very much alive and well able to continue the role of High Priest3, Shepherd, Minister, Mediator and Intercessor of the new Covenant and as Minister of the heavenly Sanctuary, His atoning work not only complete but final. He has availed Himself in perpetual representation4 , continually offering Himself in Mediation to Father God, on behalf of men and women saints with the overarching presentation of believers as “holy” through His sacrifice5. The differentiation between - the nature of Christ’s selfless offering and perpetual Mediation - was brought home to the reader in the author’s milieu and antithetic parallelism. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to draw close to Jesus of Nazareth must repent and He will forgive your sins of the past, present and future - and save you.    





Footnotes


1	The nature of Christ’s priestly office was - of personal character; the self-offering had a Spiritual component; the Eternal quality of His priestly work was founded in obedience; it was fulfillment of 	inmost significance since it catagorised the ‘original’ order by which God initially spoke to Moses. Christ’s death, not merely due to the opposition of His enemies, was a saving death on behalf of 	mankind integral to mankind being drawn to God and further regulated by God, analogous to the priestly office regulated in ancient Israel, both roles having as their object sin that was to be kept 	at a distance. See [Ex 19:6; Lev 1:1; Ps 110; Jn 6:44, 10:11,12:32]. Note - Leviticus is a book of great significance in understanding the amazing details of the natural priesthood.  


2	Christ was fitted for priesthood led by the Eternal Spirit, that through suffering He would be sensitive to human need, see [Jb 36:15; Ps 22:24; Isa 53:3,11,10; Mtt 4:1; Mk 8:31; Lk 24:46; ].


3	The purpose of Christ being High Priest was significant for various reasons - His genealogy was significant; His priestly ministry commenced at the age of 30 years; He was a substitute for 	mankind; 	He was tempted just like the brethren were; He was the Rock Who is Just; His sermons were unmatched in guiding the human soul into action; He did not contradict Old Testament 	Law He fulfilled it; He touched the untouchable; He knew the brethren completely; He was Cornerstone of His Church; He enabled them; He returned to the right hand of the Majesty on High to 	further enable His own; the purpose of His death was to defeat death on behalf of all mankind;the significance of His Resurrection and Ascension was that His invitation was open to every person 	on the earth who wanted to receive His grace and peace; He assisted the brethren in their hour of need; He was created in the form of His brethren for purposes of mercy, faithfulness, liberty, 	healing and propitiation for all sins, see in seriatum  [Mtt 1:1; Lk 3:23; Gen 38:29-30; Gen 22:13;Lk 4:1; 2 Sam 23:3; Mtt 5:1ff, 5:17, 12:25, 21:42; Lk 5:13; Jn 16:7, 17:5; Lk 23:32, 24:53; Acts 9:2-	3; Ro 1:7; Heb 2:14-18].


4	Believers were no longer under law for Salvation however they were not without law before God. The divine law as interpreted and exemplified by Christ remained the standard expressing 	Christ’s will for His own “bondservants”. His intercession was made for believers “under the law of Christ” for liberty, love and the principle of voluntary and unstinting self-sacrifice for the good of 	men and to the glory of Christ. Those [basically all of us] who longed to obey the correct way, needed assistance and it was Christ’s intermediary prayers for His Church that wholly did its work in 	His brethren’s lives that set them free from the need to seek Salvation by merit, through the law. For the members who asked for forgiveness He pointed to His Cross and the outpouring of His 	own Life-blood that sufficed the “need for sacrifice” and provided atonement in order for His brethren [and sisters in Him] to enjoy, via confession, a cleansed conscience who benefitted from His 	continual advocate role, going forward in worship and obedience. See [Ro 6:14; 1 Cor 7:22, 9:21, 10:23-33; Gal 1:8, 3:13, 5:2-4, 6:2].


5	The Good News was that the Temple now consisted of Christ, God’s Son, and the family of believers - “the Lord’s own” - men and women, everywhere who were “in Christ” and already 	worshipping in the heavenly Temple – there was thus no necessity to gaze at a building made of bricks and mortar. Having regard for women and the Spiritual Temple, the following Scriptures 	noted – Jesus blessed women and invited them to partake of worship, He forgave, healed, made it clear His message and teachings graciously embraced women; He honoured women as 	having equality with men Spiritually; He demanded the same standard of worship; the home of Mary became a center of the Church at Jerusalem; women were wholly engaged in the service of 	the Gospel for “there is neither male nor female” since they were all “one in Christ Jesus”; Women made up part of the living stones of Christ’s Spiritual Temple. See in seriatum [Lk 1:42, 2:19; 	Acts 1:14, 10:38, 12:12, 21:9; 1 Cor 3:16; Eph 2:20, 3:17-19; Col 1:27, 3:1; 1 Pe 2:5; Gal 3:28; Rev 3:20, 21:22]. Attributes women displayed when God’s Presence was with them – liberality; 	managerial, generosity; spirituality; kindheartedness; noble actions; strength of faith; wisdom; fear of the Lord; willingness for God’s order; recipients of great Salvation; gratitude displayed by 	ministering to Christ and remaining at the Cross well after others deserted; given wonderful revelation; were receptive, insightful, faithfilled,  see [Ex 35;25; Pr 31:20; Mk 14:8, 15;40, 16:9;  Lk 	8:2,3, 10:39, 10:42, 	11:1; Jn 12:3, Jn 11:20, 19:25, 20:11-18; Acts 9:39; Ro 16:6, 12,15].	





The Father’s Song – All Souls Orchestra featuring Matt Redman from the album “Loves Excelling”, Thankyou music © 2000
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“They shall know Me, from the least to the greatest.. for this is the Covenant I will make  with the House of Israel, after those days” says the Lord God”, Jer 31:33 
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Graeme and his wife Vel contemplate, the Lord-willing, the overall effects of the Christian teaching at Hebrews 6 and generally. The author provided a guideline for the Hebrew brethren towards experiencing the “better things” that accompanied Salvation. In the Old Testament God had promised Abraham on Oath saying “[S]urely, blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you..” Abraham endured and received through faith God’s promise that blessed Isaac, Jacob and their descendants and covered the Children of Israel with divine protection; and likewise Abraham and his seed honoured Melchizedek as One higher and with greater authority.  The author discussed the necessity of prevailing in the faith, he likened the growth of the believer to a well watered and cared for herb garden; and further reminded believers the Lord God remembered each one’s labor of love, particularly that done for the saints, in His name. We submit a simplistic diagrammatic representation of the two structures depicted in Hebrews, a) the Old Testament Abrahamic and Mosaic system under the law, and; b) the Lord God’s purpose for the new Covenant system of Grace commencing with the Heir Whom Abraham honoured, God’s Son Jesus, trusting the Lord that He will enable further understanding as the author to Hebrews encouraged the Hebrew brethren to walk by Faith. ANY PERSON who wishes to acknowledge Jesus Christ the Firstborn Son of the Majesty in heaven, may pray for mercy to forgive all your sins and He will release you from fear and be your Saviour.      





Christian Diagrammatic Representation Reflecting Two objective Structures – 


a) one based on Faith in the system of the Law; 


b) the other based upon Faith in Jesus Christ’s accomplished work with Grace, 


according to the Holy Scriptures, the New Testament book of Hebrews. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel carefully assess the requirements for the Priesthood expounded at Hebrews 7. In the Old Testament (“OT”) God originally intended for His chosen people to be “a nation of priests” who dealt directly with God1. The universality of sin, its seriousness and the inability of man to deal with it brought about the election of the priesthod that God imparted to the tribe of Levi, a detailed system2 of “bringing near to God” offerings and sacrifices for sin and in its place forgiveness, a “lifting and carrying away” of sin was effected and Covenant blessings with pacific regeneration experienced, further aligned with God’s Covenant promise to Abraham. The Levites taught the nation many valuable lessons and in keeping the nation “in touch with God” the priests cleansed and dedicated themselves as a particular Ordination set them apart for God that reminded them that holiness emanated from God’s instruction. The priests stood in the gap between God and the nation, as spiritual leaders, overseers of offerings, first scholars, offerors of gifts to God, full-time servants whose service was divorced from politics3. They owned no land, handled no money and on a daily basis with sacrifices, reassured the people in obedience and in understanding God’s kindnesses. The High Priest entered the Holy of Holies and atoned for the nations sins on the Day of Atonement. The priests worked according to the purpose of the Lord God in the the manner that appeased Him by adhering to Yahweh’s demand for a holy special people. Regarding tithing – the system originated among other ancient peoples however the Mosaic Law was the first to attach a spiritual perspective to it in that it enabled the nation to practically and essentially put God first.  The name “Melchizedek” meant “King of Righteousness” and in the Abrahamic system tithes from war spoils  Abraham paid to Melchizedek. Two significant elements regarding the incidents are satisfied by Scripture - i) Abraham recognised Melchizedek’s higher ranking;  ii) Abraham believed by faith that through Melchizedek a higher Order of God existed. The author explained that Jesus was surety to the new Covenant between the Hebrew brethren and Himself, an ongoing surety as He lives eternally. The differentiation between the OT Levite priests and Jesus Christ the unblemished lamb of God was that Christ was always holy, harmless with no liability or fault, undefiled. 





ANY PERSON may be saved by the Offering of Christ for sin, ask Jesus the Lord and He will freely give you His Grace. We urge you thereafter to chat with a Minister who follows Jesus of Nazareth.      





Footnotes


1	Job, as household priest, sacrificed to God in seeking spiritual protection for his entire family. We know Job’s family were “not perfect” as Job himself stated “[I]t may be that my sons have 	sinned and cursed God in their hearts” which led Job to sacrifice regularly, see [Job 1:5]. In Christ, today in the modern era, we pray always for our children and our families. 


2	The system required a centralised, standardised form of worship which originated from the mind, intention and pattern of God Himself in order to circumvent the apotropaic. God revealed the 	seriousness of sin as He wanted the nation to be holy and to relate to Him.  Forgiveness was not “wrung from an unwilling God” and most definitely not “purchased by a hollow bribe”. On the 	contrary, a key element to knowing God was in obedience and the priests assisted God’s people therein. Otherwise, for anyone willfully uncleansed, the propensity arose to theriomorphic 	declensions and eclectic suggestion that fell far short of the “blueprint” of God’s Life for mankind. Ex post facto  the exile, joy as well as penitence continued faithfully to characterise sacrifice, 	[Ezra 6:16-18]. 


3	Pagan priests sought religion as a means of gaining power over others.


4	The Hebrews were required to tithe “everything that is eaten.. and grows out of the earth…..that none shall come before Me empty-handed”, seed, fruit were all considered holy by the Lord and if 	anywished to redeem their tithe they were to add on a one-fifth. Regarding animals, in the normal course the owner passed his livestock through a gate and every tenth unblemished lamb was 	chosen for sacrifice. Tithes were paid directly to the Levites however due to the nature and function of their status they themselves earned no livelihood; in return for their service they received a 	tenth from the people and proffered to the Lord God “a tithe of the tithe”. The Hebrews were to offer their tithes “to the place the Lord your God chose out of all your tribes, to put His name there” 	towards a form of ritual meal in which the Levites were to share. Obedience in these matters included rememberance of moral laws of justice, mercy and faith, see [Gen 12:1-3;14:18-	20; Ro 	4:13; Lev 27:30-32, 32f; Nu 18:21ff; Dt 12:5f, 12f, 17f; Matt 23:23f; Lk 11:42].  


	





Your Grace is enough – Matt Maher from spiritandsong.com Publishing, Kingsway Songs © 2003
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Graeme and his wife Vel according to our Christian faith appropriately expedite comments pertaining to the faith message written at Hebrews 5.  In order to critically understand why the Oath1 of God’s appointment of Christ embodied such significance, the reader was guided to the Lord God’s pre-determined position regarding the ushering in of a period of Grace as a means of including all the nations into God’s Salvation, available exclusively through Priesthood by God’s Oath, the sinless Christ, His only begotten Son, Jesus of Nazareth. Christ’s suffering on the Cross, the only Eternal sacrifice for sin, His palliation was acceptable to God, once-for-all that completely wiped out mankind’s sin from the record as if it had never existed so that any person who repented might be wholly forgiven2 of their trespasses and counted worthy to approach His Throne. Christ, perfected in His suffering, nailed the written requirements against mankind to the Cross, made a public spectacle of the principalities and powers, and became the Author of Salvation and High Priest3 in the “order of Melchizedek”, which meant the High Priestly appointment was Eternal, could never be repealed, would never die - which therefore meant no other Sacrifice was necessary as a system of repentance and forgiveness had been established throughout the centuries along the linear measurement of mankind’s time, until the Lord God’s prescribed time arrived regarding The Lord’s Day, however extending for every believer who endured, into eternity. This was proclaimed by God, prophesied by the Prophets according to the Word of Righteousness. Christ’s obedience was made entirely possible through His Godly fear4. The writer to the Hebrews urged the diaspora-Christians to move past continually being fed “milk”5 to receiving a deeper doctrine as the first blush of conversion was replaced by maturity.   





ANY PERSON who wishes to experience Christ’s perfect Faith and His Wonderful Love, may repent, ask Him to save you and He will hear your prayer.    





Footnotes


1	The Lord God’s Oath was a sworn proclamation, the Highest Authority Who cannot lie. It was impossible to breach God’s Oath as He existed prior to Creation, no-one preceded Him and He 	continues eternally full of creative abundant Life.    


2	“...So, let no-one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or regarding a new moon… which are shadows… the substance being Christ”, [Col 2:13-18].  


3	Christ’s Priesthood was human as well as Divine; He was sympathetic as He was tempted in every way just as we are yet was without sin and He passed straight through the heavens where no 	power could prevail with accusation against Him nor could any power stop Him; the Scripture attested to the Father’s oath; Jesus Christ’s Priesthood is eternal, attested to by Scripture; He was 	holy, blameless and pure; He is exalted at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. [At CLT Graeme and Vel continue to extol Christ our Lord, His Presence, His Priesthood that has cleared us 	of our trespasses. It is He Who counts, not us - as Paul stated “I will boast in Christ’s power,” 2 Cor 12:9].  


4	In the New Testament God was portrayed and correctly so, as loving, merciful and forgiving. Christ conferred upon believers the spirit of sonship with enabling power to boldly exist in the world in 	order to bless people and show them God’s abundant Love. 	The Awesomeness of God remained unchanging and believers lived holy lives founded upon their their Godly fear, that reflected 	God’s love for them, God’s love for the poor and towards those to whom the window of opportunity had never opened. Fear as the object of fear, was recorded in Job [written before the 	priesthood] “Is not your fear of God your confidence, and the integrity of your ways your hope?” Scripture stated that the true love of God comes with power to drive out “the fear of man”, see 


	[Job 4:6; Jer 2:19; 1 Jn 4:18]. 


5	Various references to the word ‘milk’ are found. As a sign of pasturage available, Canaan was labelled a land of “milk and honey”; milk was usually given as a refreshment to strangers and it was 	also recognised as a symbol of prosperity and abundance; the metaphor used by the Hebrews writer noted pure spiritual milk was given to new converts, however; Paul the Apostle carried the 	metaphor further and considered that more mature disciples would have a deeper level of understanding that encompassed belief and active faith [the following are merely examples, Scripture 	reflected many more] e.g. praying for one’s enemies; living an idol-free life no longer a slave to idols; discontinuing the business of molten image manufacturing; training for humility; reasons why 	rebellion was not profitable; working out of one’s life the ‘old nature’ of ‘obstinancy’ or an ‘unreasonable blindness’ - towards Jesus Christ - [Ex 19:5; 2 Chr 7:14; Ps 34:18; 139:7,8; Amos 4:9; Mtt 	5; 7:24; Jn 7:17; Ro 1:32; 6:6]. 





I’m Counting on Your Name -  Tim Hughes from the album “Ultimate Collection” © 2010















































































































































Graeme and his wife Vel briefly provide an exegesis of Hebrews 4. The author throughout the Letter to the Hebrews gradually centers his writings upon perfection and Christ’s perfection. It is plainly shown that the priesthood of Christ was greater than the priesthood of the Levitical Law. The central point however was an aspect of Christ’s priesthood the earthly priests were bereft of – the element of eternity. Christ as High Priest continues throughout the ages without having to repeat the sacrifice. Christ’s sacrifice has dealt fully and finally with all the sins of the world. The author of the Hebrews Letter dwelt on the Supreme importance and power of Christ’s blood in obtaining redemption, not only for one nation1 but for all nations and persons from all walks of life. He has thus purged mankind’s sins and opened the Way into the heavenly Sanctuary  to the very Throne of God. Christ Jesus is Himself a Priest “…[s]eeing then that we have a great High Priest that has passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast then to our profession. For we have not a High Priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of our infirmities but was in all points tempted just like we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace that we may obtain mercy and find Grace to help us in our time of need”2.  The author mentioned the functions of the Word of God, able to discern our innermost motives and thoughts. The Hebrew brothers and families were encouraged to allow the Word to search their thoughts and the intents of their hearts.





ANY PERSON who wishes to call upon Jesus the Son of God for forgiveness and mercy, may pray and ask God for the Light of Christ’s Salvation.      





Footnotes


1	The Lord Jesus obeyed the Jewish Faith laws and so did His parents. Jesus of Nazareth used maxims and parallels to teach understanding and wisdom regarding the importance of the 	sacraments in its time; and the practice of the Apostles in the book of Acts removes all ground from the opinion that after the sacrifice of Christ, worship at the Jewish Temple was redundant. On 	the contrary, we read the Apostles frequented the Temple; Paul himself went up to Jerusalem for Pentecost even offering sacrifices on that occasion [which included sin-offerings] for the 	interruption of Vows [Acts 21; Nu 6:10-12] and he always preached first in the Synagogue to the members, then when permitted preached to others. In practice these sacrifices were unnecessary 	seeing as the Old Covenant was about to vanish away e.g. the Temple in AD 70 was destroyed. The beauty of God’s Laws regarding the varying sacrifices, offerings, almsgiving was so pure 	and instructive, however we take to mind the fact that the law operated in its fullest even before 2400 B.C. since the Lord God issued instruction to Adam and his wife Eve to propitiate for their 	sins, which they instructed their offspring into e.g. Abel was well aware of the duty upon him to provide a specific item for the Lord God as an appropriate offering. To the Children of Israel we both 	are grateful that through their obedience we have clear teachings for understanding and wisdom of what pleased the Lord God and the manner of interaction between God and the prophets and 	Israel, [Ex 20:24-26; 24:6-8; Lev 1:2-3; 17:11-14; Ps 4:5; Matt 5:23-24; 12:3-5 ;17:24-27; Lk 2:22, 41,46,49; 22:20; Ro 12:1; 1Cor 9:13-14].	


2	What was of ultimate importance was the recognition the Lord God gave to the priestly ritual over sinful man “The blood….I have given it for you upon the altar, to make atonement for your 	souls”, [Lev 17:11; Jn 1:29]. The Melchizedek priesthood was Eternal. Christ our High Priest has power to transform believers into eventual perfection – He is not to underestimated, the Bible 	records Him as “the firstborn Son”; even the weather obeys Him [Mk 4:41; Lk 2:7]. 		 


	Questions one can ask regarding sacrifices that are relevant - why did God give instructions for building altars; what was the symbolism of the shed blood; how do I repent; why a handicapped 	Priest could not perform the ritual; what sacrifices pleased God; how can we be a living sacrifice? What is a sacrifice of praise? Why was Jesus’ sacrifice called the final sacrifice? 


   








“Come to the Table”  -  Sidewalk Prophets, from the album published by Jeff Pardo © 2014.




















					








May the blessings of the Lord God be upon the Children of Israel.
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Graeme and his wife Vel according to our faith in God’s Word, apply authentic interpretation to the author’s appeal to the diaspora-Christians written at Chapter 3. Chapters 1 and 2 dealt with the picture of Christ, pre-eminent over the angels, Moses, in and through all things; the excellency and glory of His name; His humanity and His Salvation – all of such grave significance that the author deemed it “perilous” to disregard.  The appeal in the instant was made firstly through critical usage of the word “partakers”1 and further the author identified the role of the Priesthood of Moses, his sons as earthly Priests who inherited their role however Christ’s appointment emanated directly from the Lord God. An interesting comparison was made between Moses’ faithfulness to the House of Yahweh; Christ the Lord as the actual House of God was noted at [vs 4] as “He Who built all things, is God”. The author, secondly, generated a dire picture that historically recounted the disobedience of the children of Israel to the Covenant where in its promulgation narrow emphasis was placed upon “in return for obedience, “God would give” [Nāṯan]. The Covenant was nullified as the Seal of Oath was spurned through transgression, the outcome being that the Peace of God removed itself. The complex2 position of unbelief of 80% of the children of Israel, the bitter deeds and complaints against God’s servant Moses; their idolatrous lapse to syncretic liability regarding the golden calf and a high-handed refusal to listen to instruction; was offensive to God and earned them His judgment and displeasure, Who scattered their spirits in the wilderness and on Oath declared they would never enter His Rest. Going forward as partakers of God’s Mercy through sacrifice and mediation, remained the 20% that comprised of Moses, Joshua, Caleb, tribes within their families, extended families, travelling assets and servants. The appeal in Hebrews therefore had a two-fold purpose - to most strongly encourage the diaspora-Christians to “keep God’s Presence on a daily basis” for Christ called them “My brethren”; and further, to address all those of the Faith of Jesus Christ, that with express care they should boldly hold to their confession of Jesus Christ and act3 on what they heard from God’s Word, not permitting their feet to stumble or falter. ANY PERSON who wishes to partake of the Presence of the Lord Jesus, firstly, realise how much He loves you, and; secondly, when you genuinely ask Him for Salvation, know that He will give it to you.   





Footnotes


1	There was cogent reason why the Lord God symbolized His Presence through the phenomenon of the miraculous Cloud by day and Pillar of Fire by night when He led the Children of Israel away 	from bondage into freedom. By their participation in the Presence of God, the “I Will Be Who I Will Be” was seen “in” the Pillar, He “came down” to the Tabernacle of Meeting and “appeared” at 	the Tabernacle. The Lord Jesus made reference to Himself as “the true bread from heaven”, He taught His disciples precisely to pray inter alia “Give us today our daily bread” so they might be 	partakers in the heavenly Presence on a daily basis. On the night a priori His betrayal the Lord Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it saying “Take eat, for this is My body broken for you”. That   	ensured the disciples were partakers in the Presence of God, [Ex 13:21; 14:24; 16:35; 25:30; Lev 23: 6,17; Nu 11; 12:5; Deut 31:15; Mtt 6:11; 26: 26; Jn 6:11, 32,33,35,41]. It is interesting that 	Manna, the chief food of the children of Isarel during their 40 years sojurn in the wilderness, was used by God as a lesson for sustenance and to assist them in “partaking of the heavanly 	Presence of God” -  instead 80% of the children of Israel preferred ‘meat’ – as opposed to the Lord’s Presence.


2	The response of God to the children of Israel’s rejection of Moses was their rebellious souls’ spirits were scattered into arid places of the wilderness with His Oath barring them entrance 	into God’s Rest. In AD 30-33 Matthew recorded the express teachings of the Lord Jesus regarding unclean spirits and interestingly, in Mark’s recordal, Mark revealed that to be excluded from 	the Lord God’s Presence was torment and insight into the unclean spirits, that they wandered to and fro restlessly. It is also very clear from Scripture that the Lord Jesus was alert to their origin 	and He had the ability to read their minds. Scripture states that it was Father’s purpose that believers’ bodies partake of His Presence; and Christ’s summary dismissal of the “Legion” [4000-6000] 	unclean spirits came out from one man, revealed the devotion of Jesus of Nazareth to Father’s Will and His Love in setting free mankind, as the man was later found peacefully resting at the 	protective feet of Jesus in sound mind, in preparation for reception of the kērygmatic Calling. The distinction was that the believer was ascribed ‘form’ - aside from outward concomitants like 	thunder and lightning and Cloud of God’s glory - by partaking in the Presence of God and the attribution of this ‘enjoyed glory’ pertained to their human duty; whereas the unclean spirits were 	unatoned for, therefore unclean and therefore divorced from the Mercy 	Seat. According to the Word - the Name, the water of the Word of God and blood of Jesus Christ - ensured protection, see 	[Ex 13,14,16; Nu 6:1-8; Job 1:7,8; Mtt 12:43; Lk 23-28; Mk 5:12-15]. We say – Let the Ministers who, with knowledge work to sternly excise unclean spirits in order to release men and women into 	the kērygmatic Calling of Christ be blessed and let the wisdom and discernment in which they function remain aligned with the Word of God.   


3	Eph 2:10 Let the good works prepared in advance for believers to do along Christ Jesus’ pathway, be to the glory of God.   


		


“Come Alive, Dry Bones”  -  Lauren Daigle, from the album ‘How Can it Be’ produced by Paul Mabury © 2014. 











Let the praise go to the Lord Jesus Christ when His people are set free and let Christ’s Name be extended to all the nations, filling the Body of Christ, as Our Lord Wills.     
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Graeme and his wife Vel read consensus ad idem at Hebrews 2 that reflected on the fact that the Lord Jesus performed actions rich in symbolism and approved them for His Church for purposes of Salvation, prepared in advance for all nations, with God’s approval. The author, specifically addressing the diaspora Christians called for desirable, honest, solemn and sincere faith and urged the readers to pay heed to the seriousness of their Salvation by the Lord Jesus, the Captain1 of their faith. From the earliest time, at around 1445 B.C. the Word of God, ministered by God’s angels, proved unwavering and resolute through the centuries. The Children of Israel, the Word attested to, in those times saw the wonderful deliverance [on their behalf] of the Lord their God, being led by Moses, a prophet whom the Scripture referred to as “one whom God spoke to face-to-face with plain language”. Moses himself prophesied about Christ, saying this “Prophet” God would raise up, a fellow Jew, Who would speak Father’s Word directly and would accurately predict all future things. The author recounted how many people were witnesses to Christ’s Salvation and the manner in which God confirmed all teachings of His Son, every time, with signs and wonders2. King David himself depicted in song, the nature of obedience required of the Children of Israel within the scope of the Lord their God’s pasture. Paul, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, wrote to the Corinthians “our forefathers in the desert were baptised under the Cloud and in the sea, who ate the same spiritual food and drank water from the Rock that was Christ Himself, their thirsts quenched”. Jesus of Nazareth accepted a position of lowliness on the earth and in His hour of suffering upon the Cross, tasted death for mankind in obedience to the purpose of His Father God. Christ was not ashamed of any believer - diaspora Christians, God-fearers and believers new to the faith - His called His beloved brethren before God. Each new life had its foundation in Christ’s Truth, all being, [not of the Household of Christ]  – the actual Household3 of Jesus Christ.  Regarding angels – it was through previous doctrinal error on the part of his readers that the author of Hebrews urged so precisely the Superiority of God’s Son to any angel; that all believers might also heed the words written in [Heb 1]. See,  for theological references4 to Hebrews 2. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to belong to the Household of Peace and Joy of Jesus Christ and His Salvation may ask Jesus the Lord to Save them and He shall.    





Footnotes


1	Around  1725 B.C. a Captain could have been leader of thousands, hundreds or fifties. In Saul’s reign under the law of condemnation the military machine was not yet at the peak of its efficiency 	and consisted of companies headed up by ‘Captains of thousands’ taken from the levitical or priestly stock. In the 9th Century, a ‘Captain’ was used in connection with chariot forces; in AD 48 	Claudius Lysias chief Captain of the Roman military Tribune who acquired his title by purchase, led thousands from his garrison at the Antonia fortress. The highest most glorious reference is 	reserved in particular for One who was a Pioneer for Grace, God’s Son Jesus Christ, of excellent glory demonstrating character unheard of in any man who ever lived, in that He suffered on a 	Cross in the place of mankind, the penalty for sin cast away pro tanto and every believer set free from the contortions of deception. Christ passed through death, risen into glorious Life and well 	able to give gifts to any person who believed in the name Jesus the Saviour, from any nation, [1 Sa 17:19; 1 Ki 16:19; Lk 22:4; Ac 21:31ff; Heb 2:10]. 


2	A sign pointed to an event and was representative of a wider scope of things in context. ‘Signs’ and ‘wonders’ in both Testaments, were an attestation of the very Presence of God, the Apostles 	were on the receiving end countless times, of God’s encouragements and in AD 48-70 thousands turned their lives over to Christ when the Apostles heeded a ‘sign’. In the Old Testament a ‘sign’ 	took the form of the ten plagues; deliverance of Israel; the ‘rainbow’ sign of God’s 	Covenant; Isaiah predicted the virgin birth of Christ as a sign; a ‘sign’ for Creation, the prospering of God’s Word; 	the Sabbath was a ‘sign’; the ‘abomination of desolation’ standing in the Holy Place was a ‘sign’ of the end; the babe Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger was a ‘sign’ for the 	Wise Men from Parthia; God’s Spirit being poured out upon the earth arrived with ‘signs’ of prophecies, dreams and visions narrowly aligned with God’s Word, seen by many; as a ‘sign’, Salvation 	became available to all the nations, any person who asked for Salvation was saved and the continuance of the particular sign is attested to today; In Mt Zion and Jerusalem as the Lord called, 	there would be deliverance; a woman in AD 48-70 wore a scarf over her head in Church as a ‘sign’ she was “under an authority” and had not seized authority herself – this was a sign that God’s 	Presence worked with the people who had hoped in Christ’s name. For women, the covering was an additional safeguard that they could be at Church early to pray, prophesy, teach the Word of 	God and generally be involved in as much the Lord Jesus led them in or the freedom to do business in His name. A ‘wonder’ was scripturally referred expressly to the activities of the Holy Spirit, 	[Ge 9:12; Isa 7:14; 55:13; Eze 20:12; Mtt 24:3; Lk 2:12; 1 Cor 11:10]. 


3	The word bayiṯ occurs over 2,000 times in the Old Testament and was often combined with other nouns to mean a specialised building such as a winter or summer house, the Jerusalem Temple 	or House of Yahweh. The word referred to some houses with a characteristic such as - a pleasant house, a house of mirth, a house of no peace [warning people not to go there], a rebellious 	house or one that was mute. Beautiful assurances are recorded in Psalm 69:9-21where our Lord Jesus found succour in the Word that prepared Him for His hour of need and gave sustenance. 	The verses bear certain testimony and grant deep insight into precisely the manner in which Christ took the shame and reproach of mankind, and bore it on His shoulders - Brother, Friend, 	Lord, Saviour, House of God to the readers of Hebrews.


4	In seriatum, [Jn 17:3; Nu 12:7,8; 2 Cor 3:7-11; Ex 14:31; Deut 18:15,18; Eph 2:19-22; Ro 11:22; Ps 95:7-911; Ac 1:16; Ac 7:36; Eph 4:22; 1 Cor 10:1-5].


			 	


Jesus Be my Saviour  -  Paul Baloche, Brenton Brown, C.Ryan Dunham with a 1000 strong leadership congregation “singing as one”, on a Friday night outside Toronto, Integrity music © 2016  
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Graeme and his wife Vel as Christians properly reflect generally on the Letter written to the Hebrews [ibrîm]. The letter was written not preceding AD 61, definitely prior to the destruction of the Temple in AD 70 as the event is unmentioned, however it is probable the letter was written between AD 62-64 at a time when Rome was in an upheaval.1  Addressed are matters of interest to Hebrew Christians with specific attention from beginning to end, paid to the Church’s Hebrew brothers in Christ who had experienced well-founded fears of persecution and were vulnerable to actual irrational pursuit2. In comparison to other books of the New Testament whose themes were pre-dominant e.g. in Acts the Apostles, disciples, Romans and pagans; in Romans the great faith doctrine itself; in 1 and 2 Corinthians the Church wrestling with ancillary matters; our Lord Himself pre-dominantly occupies each and every page. The letter portrays Jesus of Nazareth who gave Himself up as the one perfect sacrifice of the world as the Great High Priest Melchizedek’s order [Gen 14]. Hebrews, in a later chapter extended the definition of faith and incorporated a beautiful glorious picture taken from the Old Testament of men and women of faith, that is warm and encouraging. Where the brothers addressed and where they were beginning to think they had lost everything, the writer to Hebrews pointed out, the material misdirection in “losing things they could see” the Prophets had cast as only shadows, however the dispersion Christians had by faith inherited the weight of Christ’s worthy Superiority that was greater than the angels, Moses, the Old Testament priesthood and the Prophets; and that it was wise to cautiously not undervalue the privileges afforded them through the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Nowhere is our Lord’s deity and humanity so emphasized than in the book of Hebrews. Having regard for the framework of Christian worship, Hebrews 1 revealed Christ as both Saviour and High Priest, uniquely able to understand every need of the believer, having stepped into the shoes of humanity and in every aspect tempted as mankind was, with the exception that Christ was without sin, full of integrity, honest and dedicated as the Saviour of mankind. The opening chapter 1 displayed one of the grandest texts of the Bible that ranked with Genesis and John - Christ’s deity, His glory and display of God’s very Character, His opinion and reputation visible in the man Jesus of Nazareth, Heir of all things3. The writer revealed that Father God revealed Himself to the Prophets however at the time of the author, God revealed Himself through His Son Jesus Christ through Whom the worlds were made, Who upheld all things by the Word of His power. Christ has purged mankind from sin, is above the angels and has obtained a more excellent name than they4. Christ’s Throne was described as eternal; the foundation of which was in doing good and hating lawlessness in every shape or form; the anointing of Christ  with the oil of gladness meant the ushering in of a new era of praise, one with fresh oil, joy and gladness that replaced heaviness or continual feelings of “dread”. Christ’s gladness rejoiced in the Presence of God; Christ, at the commencement of time created the heavens and the earth which at the parousia shall fold up like a cloak and change,  yet Christ remains the same, and with approval is seated at the right hand of the Father.   ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved in this acceptable year of the Lord’s favour may take God at His Word and pray to Jesus Christ for Salvation [Isa 61:2].   





Footnotes


1	It has been suggested that Apollos was author of the letter to the Hebrews due to his accurate knowledge of Jesus Christ, his combined natural polished eloquence with his profound 	understanding of the Old Testament. He was also an expert at Christian apologetics, using allegorical exegesis in dealing with matters of Christian faith and the Israelite faith.  


2	The scattered Israelites abroad could be found in diverse places – Syria, Asia Minor, Rome, Persia, Greek, Ethiopia – where their communities lay in the law and the synagogue. The influence of 	the Dispersion in translating sacred books into the Septuagint and in preparing the way for the Gospel is without a doubt. The synagogues that stretched over the greater part of the known world 	were the stepping stones of the earliest missionaries e.g. Paul, a self-confessed ‘sent’ Apostle to the Gentiles regularly opened his evangelical work in a synagogue, preaching about Christ to 	everyone who would listen (including Crispus and his family) and to the proselytes and God-fearers who received him joyfully. The God-fearers were men of God’s good Will, who had lived a 	good life, were prayerful, faithful in almsgiving and had helped the poor; who had been drawn to the synagogues, paid their half-shekel however had stopped short of outright circumcision. They 	had come to the faith with previous knowledge of God and the Scriptures, already watchful and particularly cautious of idolatry and immorality. The children of the Diaspora God-fearers were a 	vital factor in early Church history. Representative converts such as Cornelius the Roman Centurion of Caesarea in Palestine, the Ethiopian eunuch and diaspora-believers had been God-fearers, 	baptised in water expressly in 	Jesus Christ and prayed for with the laying on of holy hands to receive the Holy Spirit, [Acts 8:26-40; 10:1ff]   


3	Two things the world does not see at this point in time, 14th January 2018 – Christ’s returning to the earth as Judge; and His judgment upon mankind although the Scripture does indicate some 	general repayment for sins might happen early in some people’s lives, others at a later stage in their lives, both distinguishable from the Day of Judgment and Christ’s Return, Ps  14:11;16:4].  


4	Father God has spoken – Christ is His Son; God is His Father; let the angels of God worship Christ; of the angels they were created to be ministers sent to minister to the heirs of Salvation.	 





 “Whole Heart”  -  Brandon Heath, produced by Colby Wedge, Haidaway music, EGH music Publishing © 2017
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Bible Readings for Graeme Fraser & Vel Fraser - 2018. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1).





Graeme and Vel continue to commit to Bible Readings in 2018 with the purpose of following Christ’s teachings through the New Testament.


As Christians, Graeme and Vel passionately believe in the Scriptures that specifically provide for the Children of Israel “God is able to graft Israel in again”; 


“all Israel whom Christ calls, will be saved according to the Father’s Covenant with Israel”;  “[Y]ou shall see me no more until you say ‘blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord’!”;  “[W]here once we were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel....but now in Christ Jesus we are reconciled, Jew and Christian in one body, through the Cross and through Christ we have access by one Spirit to the Father”;  “We are being built together, a holy temple for the Lord”;  “Christians must be grateful and careful”.  We believe Christ is God’s only begotten Son; God is His Father; all the angels of God worship Christ; the Lord alone directs His heavenly Hosts; Christ’s Throne is eternal; He was blameless; the Lord Jesus has no fellowship with lawlessness; He was anointed with the oil of gladness; He laid the foundation of the earth and heavens and Christ lives eternally and for the Church of which He is Head.  As Gentiles we believe the term Gentile originally meant “nations” and the Old Testament recorded the affinity of all nations, stressed in the traditions of Noah’s descendants and significantly in God’s Covenant with Abraham, his descendants being distinguished from other nations but not in any narrowly exclusive sense as it was never God’s purpose that Gentiles be depicted narrowly, on the contrary, Gentiles were expressly assigned a place in kingdom prophecies that through Christ - worship was made acceptable to God; the Messiah would be their Light; the Gentiles would bring His Salvation to the ends of the earth; the Lord according to His purpose drew the Children of Israel into His embrace; thus would the equality of Gentile and Jew as purposed by God be evident expressly to the glory of Christ. May God bless Jew and Gentile, see [Gen 10; 12:2; Ezr 6:21; Ps 119:106; Isa 11:10; 42:6; 49:6, 56:7; Jer 31:33; Mal 1:11; Mtt 3:11,16,17; 16:16-18; 18:17; 23:39; Jn 3:17,18; Ac 10:45; Ro 11:26; Eph 3:6; 2 Thess 1;11; Js 5:16]. 





ANY PERSON or OUTSIDER who might wish to follow Jesus Christ as Lord, believing He was sent from our Father in heaven, the Bible says Jesus Christ will grant you Salvation. We urge you after you have given your life to the Lord Jesus, to seek a Pastor who follows Jesus of Nazareth, to attend to your spiritual growth. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit a non-exhaustive summary of the spiritual developments John took into account, where he voiced his concern for the Church via his Epistle read at 1 John 5. John, in his older age continued to impart wise guidance, established doctrine after having considered all the relevant circumstances in his own life, relating to God’s love expressed in Christ for him and held the Light out for Church brothers and sisters in which to function. He furnished readers with precious attributes of the actual embodiment of the Life of God that bore witness1 in heaven and on the earth. Concerning Christ’s ongoing spiritual assistance - Christ’s Spirit [Who took over Jesus’ role in believers] dwelt and enabled the Church into united prayer2 and vital direct communication with God. Where previously people approached God through the Priestly system, the impact with new Life was that all believers, after Jesus’ resurrection, were priests who approached God personally and directly, not to request their will but to discuss with Him, His purposes for each believer, families, the Church, civil governments and requests for global peace. John mentioned righteousness3 that came through Jesus which Scripture at various junctures pointed to as New Covenant-loyalties; believers being bound to Jesus, keeping God’s commandments and sharing towards any brethren in need. John’s parting experiential counsel to the Church in anticipation of the prevention of ongoing spiritual harm, was to the entire Church “have no fellowship with idols4.”  





ANY PERSON who wishes to dwell in God’s House may ask Jesus the Lord for Grace to forgive you and set you free from darkness into His Light. Thereafter we urge you to find a Church that follows Jesus of Nazareth’s marvellous doctrines, praying always in Jesus Christ’s name.   





Footnotes


1	One of the Hebrew words for witness was ‘ānâ, which literally meant “to answer”. When a person confessed ‘Jesus is the Son of God’ he or she overcame the world. The three witnesses on 	earth continued “to answer” to the validity of the water, blood and Spirit - Christ’s obedient baptism by water [note Father’s testimony of His Son], Jesus’ sacrificial blood on Calvary and upon 	Whom the Spirit rested and also at the transfiguration where, again, Father witnessed to the validity of Christ His Son]. In heaven - the Father, the Word of God and the Spirit of God. On earth the 	believer’s confession of faith by baptism, the waters of baptism, the blood of Christ that speaks, [we understand how Abel’s blood spoke to God in heaven… we learn how God answered Cain, 	when Cain denied knowledge of Abel; and in heaven Christ points to His own blood]. Christ Himself bore testimony to both the saving activity and power of the Spirit in the disciples and Church, 	the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Peter explained it thus “This Jesus…being exalted at God’s right hand, and having received 	from the Father the 	promise of the Holy Spirit”; and 	he also traced Salvation to the same Triune Source. [Gen 1:26-27, 4:10; Mtt 3:16,17, 17:5, 26:26-29; 27:35; Lk10:18, 23:34-50; Jn 15:26; Ac 2:32-33; 1 Cor 12:4-6]. 


2	God’s purpose for prayer is made possible by the Spirit of Christ. Jesus spoke “present your petitions to Father over My signature and because you love Me dearly, the Father loves you dearly”; 	and clarified the goodness of God in that He gave good things – “if you ask, the Father would not give you a ‘scorpion’ [nocturnal creatures, “things of darkness”], He would hear and answer their 	prayers if prayed according to His Word. see  [Ac 1:14, 4:24, 12:12]. Jesus taught His disciples the order of the Lord’s Prayer and Scripture recorded various manner of prayer events - “they all 	joined together constantly in prayer along with the women, Jesus’ Mother Mary and His brothers”; When threatened, the Church all raised their voices in prayer to God; “Peter went straight to 	John’s mother’s house where he knew many would be gathered in prayer”; “all the disciples, wives and children knelt to pray”, see [Ps 6, 24:7-10, 51; 54:6, 57; 63; 100; 109, 150; Isa 6:5; Lk 	11:5ff; Jn 4:34, 5:19, 7:16ff, 14:13, 16:25-28, 17:1-4; Ac 1:14, 4:24, 12:12].    


3	Righteousness radiated from Christ Himself and found approval with God. Being righteous was a requirement of the law however in the New Testament it was more closely linked to “spiritual 	sacrifices” and Scripture presented one of its outworkings as being willing to share whatever believers had, with men and women not fortunate enough to enjoy similar blessings; Christ Himself 	noted an element of goodness in Zaccheus’ conduct, who had shared up to half of his goods with the poor, in fact so blessed was our Lord he exclaimed “Salvation has come to this house 	today!”; At around AD 48, the religious leaders showed disapproval in the Gentiles being offered the Gospel; and as the leaders pressed their point for circumcision at the Jerusalem Council [the 	outcome 	a dissenting decision], the Church in the interim began sharing their goods as they recognized need after need within their brothers and sisters and following that, the Holy Spirit added 	to their numbers daily. In the marital structure, not only was fidelity very precious to God, kind sharing between husband and wife most certainly attracted a blessing from God e.g. Aquilla and 	Priscilla were very blessed with a tender from the Roman military for the making of thousands of army tents,  the tithes of which they contributed towards the Church, for the poor. Righteousness 	thus considered varying scenarios – i) an impulsion to do good especially upon seeing poverty; ii) the extension of justice; iii) a humble heart before God; iv) children who obeyed their parents, 	Scripture literally warranted a blessing; v) saying no, to fellowship with idols, see  [Prov 1:3; Jer 50:4; Lk 3:11; Jn 10:16, 17:21; Ac 4:32-35; Ro 12:17; Gal 6:6; Eph 2:14, 6:1; 2 Thess 3:13; 1 Ti 	6:18].     


4	Throughout the ages from 2500 B.C. onwards, idols with their perjorative overtones and influence have inter alia  encompassed – allusions to creation; struggles between deities for supremacy; 	ancient civilisations 	marked by ongoing polytheism; attempts at the exaltation of “special cities” or a “special race”; a reliance upon chance; impersonal world-principles; cruelty in war; rich 	expropriation of the poor; coveting the highest places; theriomorphic worship and shameful acts, see [Deut 4:19; Nu 15:39; 1 Sam15:14; Jos 24:23; Jb 31:24-28].


	 


	


“Magnify”  -  We are Messengers from the album We are Messengers, produced by Johanthan Smith and Casey Brown, Dayspring music © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel in accordance with our belief respectfully continue in the high and noble theme of warm hospitality that John developed in his letter to a dear friend, Gaius, at 3 John.  In his later life John, while not as ambitious and intolerant as in his youth, had seen the love of God enacted for mankind that Christ astonishingly, with power walked in loving service. In distinguishing between Gaius and Diotrephes, John elaborated, on the one hand, upon the generous hospitality1 evidenced by Gaius and on the other hand, Diotrephes’2 incongruous lack of human effort to lend a helping hand. Hospitality from a worldly point of view focussed on the host family, their spotless home, abundant food and agreeability whereas hospitality from a Christian stance focussed more upon the guests’ physiological and spiritual needs met with prayer and worship, since believers saw their guests as created in Christ’s image; and under Him a sacrifice of redemption. Travelling prophets, evangelists and teachers were helped along their way by many earnest believers like Gaius and John provoked the Church into responsibility for the care of the Apostles, servants of Christ who out of pure motive, neither asked for nor accepted anything for free. This was of the utmost import, lest any attempt be made to purchase Salvation and the gifts of the Holy Spirit with coins. Peter, at the outset of the Pentecostal blessings and commencement of the preaching of the Gospel with signs and wonders in the book of Acts, raised a red flag in respect of an issue he ironed out with a man of sorcery, which no doubt reached the ears of the Apostles in their course of service [Ac 8:20]. Hospitality towards Christians should never be left to non-believers, the Apostles were clear on that. It appeared that Demetrius, who had a high regard for truth was much appreciated as it was he and others who actually deployed the Apostles letters to locations of Churches far and wide and on arrival there would most certainly have been hospitable people like Gaius who opened his home, family and heart to him. Gaius could have been a common name however there was a Gaius who was cited as being hospitable and “host to the whole Church” who shared with all, his gift of hospitality.  ANY PERSON who wishes to commit their precious soul to the gentle Son of God, Jesus Christ that He might use you to preach His Salvation to other souls, may ask the Lord Jesus to save you by Grace.     





Footnotes	 


1	Generally throughout the Scriptures hospitality was practised and received. Firstly, the Old Testament, the Children of Israel according to the law, harboured ‘cities of refuge’ for perhaps a 	foreign citizen under apprehension of being killed or a person who had unintentionally murdered and was on the run; and Rahab hid Joshua’s scouts in her loft for safety and was justified by her 	works. Secondly, in the New Testament, nothing was recorded in terms of any building large enough to accommodate a sudden influx of say nine travellers and to the extent of 7th Century 	Deuteronomy writers recordal of ‘cities of refuge’, in Christological thought it is undoubtedly legitimate that we consider Christ as our Refuge - however to work out the parallel between Christ our 	Lord and 	‘cities of refuge’ seems in our view, precarious. Thirdly, to the Apostles’ understanding the ‘love of strangers’ literally meant to “receive as guest your fellow believer”, in addition it was 	urged to materially assist Christians fleeing persecution or provide rest for couriers bearing the Apostles’ instructional letters for the Churches. Letters of recommendation sorted out the 	genuine teacher of the Gospel from false teachers who took the stance of ill-will. Our Lord Himself, when He sent out the twelve, urged them to accept no hospitality from villages who refused to 	hear the truth. The Apostles did not stay at local inns, as they were little removed from “questionable places” however they often made mention of the refreshing welcome afforded from the 	believers’ in their homes and we think in particular, of Paul, who meticulously wrote of his gratitude towards helpful servants of the Lord, who’s “peace” caused fears to subside, the soul 	restored and in the case of Doctor Luke as a travelling companion to Paul, wounds being medically treated. At this juncture we note the impact the false teachers’ refutations, philosophy and 	conduct caused in terms of guarded moments for the safety of the commencement of putting to writing the doctrinal truth of Jesus Christ in the form of papyri and Epistle, spread to surrounding 	locations. Paul recorded in two or more of his letters they were “written in my own hand” – the genuineness being critical for the early stages of making known the truth of Jesus’ Saving Grace from 	elected writers of the truth, who themselves, had partaken of the Cup of suffering and were fitted to the task. Here, the significance of Jesus’ guidance to His disciples He ‘sent out’ to speak to no 	person along the way and to continue to stay at a home where the host’s heart was right with God, was critical. It is thus interesting to read further regarding hospitality shown to the Apostles as 	they articulated through the continuum of false teachers, see inter alia Lucius, a kinsman to Paul; Aristarchus, seized by Ephesian mobs, protected Paul and guarded the fiscal collection; 	Barnabas, an exhorter [blessed with the gift of prophecy] a good man full of the Holy Spirit encouraged the fraughtful Apostles who considered the solemnity of the nature of their task, that no 	letter should perish, none go missing and no false teacher add or subtract from the Word of God; Fortunatus a member of the Church blessed Paul; Stephanas [pet-form praenomen], first convert 	and host to Paul from Achaia, baptised by Paul himself; Jason, Paul’s host at Thessalonica, accused before Politarchs was host to Paul and helped him escape the rogue volatile mobs; Cornelius 	and his whole household waited on Paul to see to his needs and so did Crispus, head of the synagogue; Onesiphorus played a significant role in carrying the collection safely, at great pains 	sought out Paul in his hour of need at Rome; Carpus at Troas from whose home Paul left in a hurry, carried Paul’s cloak to him and especially Paul’s parchments which make up a significant 	portion of the New Testament we now read. Paul expressly mentioned, the Lord strengthened him in order to preach the Gospel; Ananias, at first skittish to assist “Saul” the prosecutor who 	harmed Christians  [“Lord, we have heard of this man, who has brought great harm upon Christians”] until the Lord Jesus assured him the temporarily blinded “Paul” was now a fellow brother and  	Commissioned by Him. Of the women many were mentioned – Phoebe, Priscilla, Mary, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Julia, Nereus, Chloë, Rufus’ mother and many others. Peter was assisted by Silvanus 	and Gaius, see [Ex 21:13; Dt 19:1ff, 23:4; Nu 35:9-34; Jos 2:6, 17, 22-25; 1 Ki 17:10-11; Mtt 10:4; Mk 1:29ff, 14:14; Lk 7:37, 10:5,6; Jn 13:1ff; Acts 4:36ff, 8:1, 9:13,15, 29, 10:6ff, 11:24, 16:15; Ro 	16:1- 23; 1 Cor 1:16; 2 Cor 8:18; Gal 5:22; Eph 6:21; Phil 2:25; Col 4:7-11; 2 Tim 1:16; Hebr 13:1; 1 Pe 4:9-11. 5:12; 3 Jn 7].    


2	A refractory person with over-weening ambition; and ‘prating’ meant to speak with no control, see [Prov 10:8].  .


	


“Highest and Greatest”  -  Tim Hughes,  Thankyou music  © 2014.
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Graeme and his wife Vel extract meaning from Jude’s theological letter written to believers everywhere, with warnings regarding the alarming occurrence of heresies that inserted within the Church; and we proffer a brief synopsis in order to determine the nature of Jude’s cautionary advice. Jude was brother to James and the occasion of Jude’s letter was firstly, continuation of Old Testament prophecy, the purpose of Father God in Jesus Christ Who expressly inspired the Apostles, who delivered the Word the Spirit gave them aligned with the truth, once for all, to the saints in the Church; while secondly, the Apostles reaped the blast of the wind of persecution stirred up via invasive immoral heretic1 teachings whom the Apostles taught were matters the believers should keep away from. Jude’s warnings were in terms of - i) examples of God’s decisive punishments in past times; ii) the fate of fallen angels2; iii) the characteristics of godless teachers who were already under God’s declarative Woes. Jude encouraged the believers in their obligations, regarding - their spiritual growth [the Spirit within the believer being a mark of God’s ownership]; praying in the Spirit of Christ; expressing love toward God; making a distinction between genuine faith and false3. He concluded with his famous benediction associated with operations to rid the Church of derisive calumny and regarding assistance from God for believers who walked the path of faith, forgiveness and joy.  Christ’s righteousness, mercy and truth reproduced within the believers and Jesus the Lord maintained His marvellous steady love over their hearts, enabling each one to follow daily the best Godly course, until the “end” 4. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to serve God must be born again first, then you may ask Jesus the Lord to use you for His work on earth in this era, by His Grace and Mercy as you confess Him as Lord.     





Footnotes


1	Scripture clearly taught that no religious activity availed in the context of a blatantly sinful life and the issues at stake for Jude were that false teachers had skulked into the Church and operated 	through anthropomorphic “defiling the flesh, showing disrespect for authority and speaking evil of dignitaries”. The inferences of Cain, Balaam and Korah were cited [all challenges to God’s 	authority and order], the origin of which could be traced back to around 2500 – 1500 B.C. where etymological syncretism via an amalgam of deities made chaotic advances against the beliefs and 	principles of Yahweh’s monotheism. At AD 65, to Jude’s understanding, the structure of false teaching was void of the active presence of the Spirit of God Who was an Agent of Old Testament 	prophetic fulfillment. The false teachers [“clouds without water”], did not acknowledge the revelation of God at the Exodus nor the Word that Christ, Son of God, had been “sent” in the flesh to 	redeem mankind and he warned believers against 	making common cause with them, see [Gen 18:16-19:38; Nu 16:16-32; Deut 6:4; John 1:1; Ac 1:16, 10:44-48; Ro 14:12-15;1 Cor 12:1-10;  2 Pe 	2:1-9, 3:1-10]. 


2	Generally, angels, by derivation and function, Scripture has recorded as an order/s higher than that of man in power and intelligence. They are familiar with the Holy and Uncorrupted God face to 	face and were of unquestionable integrity, goodwill and obedience to God, however they are not all-powerful nor all-knowing. Artistic portrayals of angels as winged creatures have never had any 	basis in Scripture, as in Old Testament times when visible, they always appeared in human form [with the exception of Cherubim and Seraphim before the Throne of God]. Angels brought 	succour; they conveyed God’s specific commands; they were present when God created the earth and had rejoiced; and at times they worked under the title, Lord God of Hosts. They were 	particularly active at the birth and resurrection of Christ and are under His command however Scripture warns against worshipping them. Angels were endowed with free will and were not 	necessarily impervious to temptation, as Scripture 	indicated some fell under the leadership of Satan and lost their exalted positions. Both Testaments categorised angels as coming from the 	respective realms of either light or darkness. Fallen angels retained a status and dignity where even their unfallen former companions did not revile them, instead left them to the Lord God’s 	“condemnation” where their defeat will be obvious and complete at God’s prescribed Judgment, when Christ deals with them. Our Lord Jesus and the Apostles expressly advised believers to 	communicate only with Christ and our Heavenly Father by the Spirit of Christ, using the name of Jesus Christ, see [Ge 6:4, 18:2; 1 Sa 29:9; 2 Ki  6:17, 19:35; Jb 4:18, 38:4-7; Ps 103:20,21; Ezek 	28:12-16; Mtt 1:20, 13:41, 25:41, 26:53; Lk 1:11-20, 12:8-9; Jn 5:22, 20:12; Heb 2:7].


3	Scripture expeditiously gives us understanding as to what is regarded by the Lord God as false and what believers must saliently consider keeping away from – a) a false report; b) a false balance 	regarding justice; c) one who give heed to lies; a false prophet; d) a person who lies about their burdens; e) false divination; f) a false oath; g) one quick to give a false witness against the poor. 	Christ and the Apostles stood against falsehood – false teachers; false apostles; false brethren who harboured evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witnessing and blasphemy, 


	see [Ex 23:1-7; Ps 119:104; Prov 11:1, 17:4; Jer 4:14; Ez 21:23; Zech 8:17; Mal 3:5; Mtt 15:19, 24:24; 2 Cor 11:13; Gal 2:4; 2 Tim 3:3  


4	Our Lord Jesus made an interesting analogy when His disciples questioned Him as to when the “end” would come. In summary – in general, there would be trade and commerce as before the 	flood a priori 2500 B.C. One vulture gathered was less vigorous than say 80% vultures circling, that created an importance - likewise, one sign of the “end” may not be significant but when many 	signs started to appear with regularity, an interest was created regarding the “end” and believers were to be vigilant when considering the import of the Lord’s Words, see [Mtt 24; Lk 17:28,37].   





“Jesus Paid it All”  - Wendy Green written by Kristian Stanfill from Worship together, Sixsteps music © 2015 
























































































































































Graeme and his wife Vel consider John’s Epistle at 2 John where he carefully considered critical components in living a life of consistent loving obedience to Jesus Christ. First and foremost, in John’s synoptic Gospel he depicted himself as “the beloved disciple whom Jesus loved”, who on many occasions had seen his Lord’s gentle respect for women and the willingness Christ exhibited when He stretched out His hands to bless and teach them under the same standard the Father required for all His children. In John’s later years the affectionate greeting afforded the “Elect Lady” and her children, could very well have been intended to bless a particular lady and her congregation [whom she viewed as her children so deep was her care for each one] and who had a sister Church [vs 13] that sent their greetings via John. This is the only Letter in the New Testament addressed to a particular elected lady, who was not one of the twelve Apostles – the actual role of Apostle being non-transferable – in being a foundation of the House of God; being particularly commissioned by the risen Christ Himself; in evangelising and pioneering conversions; in the teaching of the Truth of Christ that commenced AD 30-100, installing leaders, Bishops and Ministers by the laying on of hands by an Apostle. Our humble opinion is such that John had been led by God’s Sovereign, Gracious, Eternal choice and good pleasure to bless the lady who headed up a local Church where the infilling of the Holy Spirit was evidently a blessing, as John praised them. What we found interesting and believe, is that the identity of the local Church was not known however the lady’s name, everyone who knew the truth plus John, knew – “Kyria”, one of God’s very own, born of Christ and of the same spiritual Father. General guidance for continuing Churches throughout the centuries we view was simultaneously God’s good purpose conveyed through John’s letter and similarly the other Apostles’ letters. John developed the religious significance of election by greeting the lady “Grace, mercy and peace will be with you”, which meant that the lady had sacrificed to Christ with due worship and praise since concomitant Holy Spirit blessings flowed. John guided the lady in the criteria of loving one another [notice absence of the word ‘brethren’] and other local Churches including the “sister Church” that God had blessed. John was exceedingly concerned that the numbers of false teachers in AD 85-90 were many and of the intention to harm the Church, where he repeatedly pointed out in his Epistles that mere association with false teachers was very serious business indeed and that believers should in no way, shape or form give a deceitful proponent of heresies any foothold. John’s motive was to see none of God’s elected ones deceived2.  ANY PERSON who recognises they are a sinner who is in need of Salvation, may genuinely pray to Jesus Christ Who came in the flesh to Save you by Grace, and He promised He shall.   





Footnotes	 


1	The Apostles were regarded as being “sent” by Jesus Christ, expressly chosen for His purposes for the Church and Scripture reserved a special place of honour for them in Christ. The Apostles 	were referred to as spiritual “marking posts” or “pillars”. A marking post in AD 85 was a visible short stone possibly set along a road that was meant to convey a clear message e.g.“Ephesus 95” 


	possibly positioned just before a road turned, a trail marked to be traversed straight ahead for 95 miles to reach the city. On a difficult road with escalations, twists, turns, hilly 	ascensions 	blanketed with brambly bush or forest trees, things became more complex and one had to keep a keen sharp eye to to sudden instructional changes that guided travel safely further. Wall 	pillars were hewn from stone, wood or mudbrick that stood upright and were much taller in order to incorporate more information e.g. whether a stadium was built in the area, whether enclosed or 	had many enclosures or was open, maybe for oratory debate, teaching large crowds, or information carved on them, that depicted refreshment for owner and horse, a royal courier stop, a resting 	place for officials and less luxurious Inn for weary travellers in the normal course or there were small stone milestones set at 1,000 paces depicting the distance from road-head to nearest city 	and/or 100 mile milestones positioned between small cities. In the Old Testament, Jacob marked Yahweh’s Presence with a stone memorial; conveyed information passed to the Children of Israel 	came from God via a pillar of fire by night and cloud by day that guided them through the tricky territory of the Exodus. The Apostles were guided by the Holy Spirit doctrine of Christ and at a 	prescribed time at the Day of Christ, will sit as Assessors of the Messianic Judgment. Their message [“marking posts”] to the Churches was of authentic discourse and signs and wonders 	were evidenced through the Holy Spirit e.g. preaching, healing, deliverance of the demonic, prophetic utterance, teaching, speaking with the gift of tongues [which Paul encouraged the Church to 	do]. John’s ‘marking post’ was in the form of strenuous urging to love one another plus a tip-off to avoid false teachers who denied Christ came in the flesh to Save. In modern times many 	extraneous “marking posts” attempt to divert believers away from the correct Godly pathway by way of billions of instant sedulous messagings, see  [Gen 28:18-22; Acts 8:14ff, 11:22ff, 13:1; Ro 	1:1; 1 Cor 15:8-11; Gal 2:9].   


2	Examples of deception in the Old Testament - Jacob snatched Esau’s inheritance; deceitful Laban agreed with Jacob for a regular wage yet changed the amounts ten times; a portion of the 	Children of Israel were entrapped by worshipping false gods; a man promised Yahweh to bring an unblemished male lamb yet proffered a blemished one instead; In the New Testament - Doctor 	Luke meticulously recorded Christ’s warning to His disciples to keep vigilent watch for any claiming to be “Messiah”; John, in the Revelation recorded the ‘deception’ that Scripture pointed to was 	that of “sorcery”, that fooled the nations - but would be cast out by God. False teachers sewed doubt attempting to snatch the believer’s inheritance, to change their view of Eternity, to make 	it appear [if they could] Christ’s Sacrifice was a non-event and to put their own man in the place of Jesus of Nazareth – all of which will be cast out by God, see [Gen 27:14-18, 31:7; Deut 11:16; 	Lk 21:8; 1 Cor 6:9; Rev 18:23, 20:10].       


	 


“Your Grace is enough”  -  Matt Maher, Kingsway music,  a division of David Cook  © 2012





























































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Graeme and his wife Vel share, upon reflection of our faith what we understand, regarding the Scriptural book of Revelation of Jesus Christ. The book was written at around AD 91-96 by a “fellow-sufferer”, Christ’s beloved Apostle John, from the rocky island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea, 50 miles off-shore from Ephesus, as a result of his banishment for the Word of God and his testimony of Jesus Christ. While John worshipped he heard the Lord’s voice, described as a loud trumpet1 sound and the sound of many waters. John experienced a series of 7 visions which he wrote down for the seven Churches of Christ to learn from. The authority of the book originated from “I Am the Alpha and Omega, Jesus Christ”2 and the book contains a blessing for any person who reads it and takes it to heart, the blessing itself being the readiness of the Son of Man3 to reveal His heavenly self. The Revelation consists of various teachings, some comparatively clear, others partly-veiled visions and wholly veiled visions. It is not always possible to locate where one vision ends and another commences however we attempt to interpret the book in a non-dogmatic, non-arbitrary manner and make no claim of having discovered the key that unlocks any code. In selecting a profitable path forward, we see the primary religious theme as the moral and spiritual conflict of the ages. The central figure is our Lord Jesus Christ Who exacts victory over the powers of evil. Among the many epochal events, we highlight two significant matters which ought to be kept in mind when comprehending the visions – Firstly, the birth and Incarnation of the man-child; and secondly, the sounding of the seventh trumpet that heralds the “Lamb’s” worldwide victory. The book may be divided into a series of visions and at the outset we humbly submit a non-exhaustive literary structure, disclosing the contents of the Revelation in general terms - 1a) the message to the churches; b) a scroll is given to John, the seal of which  is broken by the Lamb’s authority and as each seal is broken, a new vision appears; c) as the first four seals break, four riders appear with varying actions; d) as the fifth seal breaks, Christ’s faithful, already in heaven, are revealed; e) as the sixth seal breaks, two occurrences unfold - an enormous earthquake accompanied by falling stars and the heavens roll upwards; multitudes are revealed worshipping and praising God and the Lamb, before the Great White Throne of God; f) when the seventh seal breaks, a series of God’s judgments are announced accompanied by seven trumpets – f(i) the first to fifth trumpets bring disasters; f(ii) the sixth heralds an army of warriors; further, John is given a scroll to consume and measures the Temple of God where still further, two prophets proclaim God’s judgments for three and a half years; f(iii) the seventh trumpet sounds and two battle lines of evil and good are arrayed for a final battle – on one side, Satan and his forces; on the other side headed up by Jesus Christ with His forces for good; in the midst of the call to battle, the final judgment is announced by two angels who reap a harvest from the earth as simultaneously a heavy judgment is poured out upon the earth by seven angels one of whom reveals to John, a vision of the h arlot city and the enemies the Lamb overcomes; then a “vast crowd in heaven” sing choruses of praise to God for His mighty victory. 2a) the final three chapters catalogue events that finalize Christ’s victory with particularity, over the enemy Satan; b) the final judgment; c) the creation of a new heaven and a new Jerusalem coming down bringing peace and security; d) final instructions are issued to John; d) the promise of Christ’s soon return and an offer to drink of the Water of Life; e) a final warning to neither add nor subtract from Scripture; f) a call to Jesus Christ to return.  ANY PERSON who wishes to drink from the Water of Life and know the Grace, Peace and Presence of Jesus the Lord, may pray to Jesus to save you; and Scripture says He shall.       





Footnotes


1	Worship in 1445-1444 B.C. involved varying festivals in which the Children of Israel in joyous celebration, confession and introspection commemorated and honoured God. The actual Festival of 	Trumpets 	was celebrated in mid-September and espoused a time for worship, remembrance and a particular sacrifice of fire that was brought near to the Lord. The festival symbolised two 	significant events – 1) the glorious omnipotent God, His protective Holy Presence accompanied by prophetic inspiration, and; 2) God’s righteous anger and judgment against sin, l ust and 	affliction, see in seriatim [Lev 	23:24; Ezek 1:4,13; 2 Ki 6:17; Dt 4:24; Zc 13:9; Isa 66:15-16; Mtt 3:11; Ac 2:3; Jer 5:14; Ps 39:3; Isa 9:18; Hos 7:6; Ps 66:12].


2	Jesus’ appearance may be identified with Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of Days – the white hair in age reflecting wisdom and the divine nature; the Lord’s eyes in judgment; the sword is the Word 	of God; Christ’s garment of purity, fulfillment of the law and completeness; the gold band signified Jesus the High Priest entering the Holy of Holies on behalf of His saints, pleading on their behalf; 	the bronze feet pertained to an Old Testament reference of God’s glory and our Lord Jesus Who pointed out that the Children of Israel were healed by demonstration of their belief, in looking 	towards the bronze serpent under Commandment from God; Ezekiel around 571 B.C. faithful watchman of God against idolatry, testified from his vision of the Lord’s moral and spiritual perfection, 	that His voice sounded like many waters; the Lord’s burnished bronze feet was located in the “loveliness of the feet of those bringing good news of Salvation”; and where the Lord made the place 	of His feet [where He stands, the Church] glorious, see [Isa 52:7, 60:13 Ezek 1:3-7,24; Da 7:9; Heb 12:22].


3	The divine title “Son of Man” our Lord Jesus used in reference to a) suffering; b) prophetic foretelling; c) announcement of the betrayer; d) Lord Jesus’ eschatological authority; e) Lord Jesus’ 	Rule – fitted through suffering, humility and rejection; f) Stephen’s singular confirmation of Christ’s Rule; g) the Lord’s advocacy, see [Isa 42:1-4; Dan 7:13; Mtt 12:18-21; Mk 2:10, 28, 8:31,38, 	13:21, 26; Lk 7:33-34, 9:58, 12:8, 19:10; Ac 7:56].   


  


 


“Saviour of the World” -  Ben Cantelon,  Thankyou music, © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide explanatory summary and pray the blessing of our Lord Jesus would stretch over our Christian reflections at Revelation 2, where Jesus’ loving appeal was spoken over His seven Churches. The Churches in AD 91-95 were under the oversight of John the aged Apostle and they trusted him, for the express reason he taught Jesus’ doctrine. The Lord, using active voice and present participle, addressed His Churches in an open, personal manner and indicated that He held their stars in His right hand1 which signified His authority and divine ownership2. Comparatively, the Churches were commended - i.i) Ephesus, for good works, patience, sound doctrine, discipline and hatred of evil; i.ii) Smyrna, for spiritual endurance, a heavenly treasure; i.iii) Pergamum, for perseverance in an evil environment; i.iv) Thyatira, for love, spiritual service, love and patience. [Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea at Ch 3]. Comparatively, the Churches were rebuked for sin and weakness - ii.i) Ephesus, for loss of love, slipping back into the world; ii.ii) Smyrna, no reproof; ii.iii) Pergamum, for tolerance of false doctrine and heretics; ii.iv) Thyatira, for lax discipline under the corrupt prophetess3 who rejected4 the Lord’s pure doctrine. Comparatively, the Churches were promised if they overcame – iii.i) Ephesus, heavenly food; iii.ii) Smyrna, a crown of Life; iii.iii) Pergamum, hidden spiritual blessings, divine food, a new name; iii.iv) Thyatira, spiritual authority and enlightenment. If Ephesus was symbolic for the late Apostolic Age; Smyrna for early centuries; Pergamum the Constantine era and then Thyatira covered the era of apostasy. The candlestick5 depicting light was mentioned by the Lord and in conclusion the universal kērygmatic message radiating from the Church. Other details6 regarding a) Manna, b) the white stone, c) the Second Death, see infra.  ANY PERSON who wishes to open the door of their heart to Jesus Christ may and He shall live in your heart, as you audibly confess with your lips “He is Lord”.    





Footnotes


1	The Churches ‘stars’ were purposed to shine as “luminaries” - analogous to Daniel’s observance that “the wise would shine like stars forever”; the Star of Bethlehem that led the way to Jesus the 	Son of God and Scriptures recordal of Christ the “Morning Star” Who appeared to the world at its bleakest point and exposed evil with His truth. The candlestick represented the light of Christ’s 	truth burnished by His Spirit. Salvation is historical, moral, spiritual and to the Christian, eschatological and is related to deliverance from sin, guilt, the law and its curse, death, judgment, fear and 	bondage. 	Salvation never invested as a ‘right’ to – material prosperity, worldly success, physical perfection or hardship, danger or tragic events, since Scripture testified in both Testaments that 	these are 	‘variables’ remote from any rights, see  [Ge 1:1, 3f; Ex 23:33, 34:12; Deut 7:25; Nu 11:4; Jos 23:13; 2 Chr 18:1; Ps 27:1, Ps 106:36; Pr 1:10, 4:14, 20:25, 22:25, 29:8; Mtt 2:2; John 8:12; 	Ac 20:30; Ro 4:25, 	6:13; 1 Cor 15:5; 2 Cor 4:4-10f; Eph 1:7, 5:8; Phil 2:6f;  1 Tim 1:15, 6:9; Hebr 9:12; 2 Pe 2:18].   


2	Since Christ enjoyed priority of claim over all believers, the Church as an organ of the Kingdom of God had an obligation to resist enticements that came by way of false teachings, dodgy sinful 	covenants, enticers, seducers, mockers and scorners and greed at the expense of the poor. The Church was purposed as an access point to Jesus Christ and shone with His blessings, 	deliverance and truth – individual, visible, communal and eschatological. The Lord Jesus was and still is present in His Church exclusively via His Word and Spirit; anything else pertaining to 	worldly writings in any shape or form be it philosophical, psychological or wisdom material is wholly inconsistent with Christ’s invitation to Salvation and it follows, in order to shine, the Church 	 	existed under the New Covenant with its unique terms and obligations that were designed for helping others find their way back to God. In place of self-seeking pleasure at anothers’ expense, 	Jesus offered long-term rewards for obedience; in place of self-seeking passion that exploited others, Christ called the Church to redirect their passion outwards in building others up; in place of 	self-seeking praise, the Church was purposed to praise and worship the Father and Son in heaven as the scope of Alpha and Omega stretched out over the centuries. Alpha and Omega - first 	and last letters of the Greek alphabet and the Revelation were communicated by John in written Greek grammar, syntax and style, with Hebraic influence, see [Gen 1:1-2,26, 48:13-14; Dt 8:17; 	Isa 63:8-10; Isa 11:2; Mtt 5:16; Jn 14:7,9-10, 16-26; Ac 2:32-33, 4:21; Ro 15:9, 16:27; 1 Cor 6:20; Gal 1:5; Eph 1:14].  


3	At around 874 B.C. under the wicked Omri, a split in Israel was engendered and in through the political dissension slipped one of the  most wicked families that came to power in the form of Ahab 	and Jezebel, who led the nation directly into false doctrines that “lorded it over the people” with power, title, non-extension of justice and who instigated open opposition to Yahweh. Over the 	course of 300 years, God raised humble men and women who played a critical role in encouraging divided Israel as one, back to God. Scripture recorded Jezebel “totally sold out to the devil” in 	her obdurate clinging to control. Elijah pronounced a cessation of rain on the land and no amount of idolatrous cajoling could stand against the Almighty God as the land sunk into a long-lasting 	drought with no harvest in sight. 


4	At around 1440 -1408 B.C. the widespread organisation of guilds and clubs held their influence over the Children of Israel, whose integral function fulfilled the pursuance of trade however whose 	meetings were implicitly pagan with illicit solicitations and who lorded it over other nations. Noted too were sharp class distinctions between upper class patricians - lower class serfs; the corvée 	system [where servants went unpaid] evidencing the controversial strictures of the cultic Canaan, Hattis and Amorite nations’ pantheon of cult pr- stitutes, golden calves and high places.        


5	A lamp traditionally placed upon a stand in a Godly man’s house gave everyone light, an idea transmitted by Yahweh. Specifically, the word rendered in context of the Tabernacle was a 	lampstand of one part that made up seven parts, that originally provided light for priests as they carried out their duties in the Tabernacle. 


6	Everybody likes to be thanked – and indeed God should be thanked. At around 1450 B.C. the encamped Children of Israel missed an opportunity to show God on a daily basis, their dependance 	and appreciation of His providence by way of Manna. The white stone - Invitation to a banquet was by way of being given a white stone with one’s personal name thereon. The Second Death - 	those who had lifted their heel against Christ all their lives, would experience resurrection and the Second Death; however the Lord in His everlasting Love proffered a warning to afford 	opportunity for repentance, see [Ex 16:4ff; Rev 2].





“Christ is Risen”  -  Mack Brock from the album Greater Things, © 2015	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss Chapter 3 of the Revelation with its related and wider considerations for the seven Churches1. In continuance, comparatively the final three Churches were commended - i.v) Sardis, some members for purity; i.vi) Philadelphia, for keeping of “My Word” and testimony; i.vii) Laodicea, non recorded. Comparatively, the Churches were rebuked for sin and weakness - ii.v) Sardis, for extreme formalism, spiritual death imminent, inactivity; ii.vi) Philadelphia, none recorded; ii.vii) Laodicea, for lukewarmness, spiritual vanity, no conscious need, spiritual poverty and spiritual blindness. Comparatively, the Churches were promised if they overcame2 - iii.v) Sardis, a robe of righteousness, heavenly record and recognition; iii.vi) Philadelphia, would become spiritual pillars bearing divine inscription; iii.vii) Laodicea, divine fellowship, spiritual enthronement. If Ephesus was symbolic for the late Apostolic Age; Smyrna, for early centuries; Pergamum, the Constantine era; Thyatira, the era of apostasy; Sardis, the middle ages; Philadelphia the period of reformation with impact from spiritual greats such as Luther, Wesley and many others; Laodicea - reference resources2 state that Laodicea would thus cover the final apostasy period however we highlight that Scripture only indicated in AD 90-95 the Churches of instant.. Of relevance was the believers had nothing to fear if they obeyed Christ; and that there exists even today an opportunity for every Church to learn from the above Churches and overcome3; and any person may come to Christ and drink from the water of Salvation, that at this point is still being offered by a faithful Saviour. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to walk with Jesus Christ in wisdom, may call upon His name to save you by Grace and He will save you and guard you as His treasure.     





Footnotes


1	Christ, the actual Word of God that existed before the foundation of the world was standing in the midst of His Churches, clearly establishing His authority and relevant accuracy over those 	who’s names would be registered in heaven. The level of divine instruction and correction had as its object, express outworkings – i) the Churches were being guided into meeting the Lord’s 	standards, and in doing so; ii) He took inventory of significant performance and related areas of weakness. Accurate identity of each Church and its “specific spiritual assets”, 	“spiritual weakness” 	and “maximum spiritual yield” were absorbed in order to gain each nett spiritual value; iii) regarding each particular profitable field of harvest it was necessary to cut where matters were 	unprofitable; iv) we glean from the Presence of our Lord Jesus, that in His manner He was not finished, in fact quite the opposite; He used His efforts to assist His Churches on His path. vi) the 	purpose of Christ in this regard was that His Churches had been set on a course of direction, their way had been lit by God, they were upheld by His hand and placed on His path.


2	See page 1 under Bibliography resource No’s 2,4,8,16 where theologians pointed to various eras however Scripture does not. We would caution against engaging in speculative hypotheses and 	mixtures of vagueness, in the absence of Scriptural verification and Scriptural foundation. It is our task to carefully distinguish proper objective doctrine and substantiated cogent Apostolic 	principle from mere inferences and elastic suspicion, lacking in proof - and be firm on the former. We are able to still learn from Christ’s admonitions to the Churches and a sober appraisal needs 	to be taken and should be taken even today; the warnings, where relevant need to be heeded, with appropriate repentance proffered.  


3	The prevailing thought over the seven Churches is Christ’s rewards to overcomers – spiritual food, a new name, authority, robes of righteousness, a memorial pillar, enthronement and an eternal 	inheritance.  


	 


	 





“We are here to praise You”  -  from the Classical Praise Orchestra Classical Worship Collection, Integrity Music © 2017	























We at CLT pray for leaders of nations everywhere in the world - that peace would be foremost on  their minds
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Graeme and his wife Vel reflect non-restrictively on the second vision our Lord Jesus unfolded to John in Revelation 4. The Throne of God came into view with One seated on the throne; and on twenty-four thrones sat twenty-four elders robed in righteousness and with golden crowns on their heads. A rainbow encircled the throne of the One, with thunders, lightnings and voices proceeding. The seven spirits of God - the Holy Spirit  was before the throne and a sea of Glass was around the throne and in the midst stood four living creatures resembling a lion, a calf, a man and like a flying eagle. In trying to describe what he witnessed of God Himself, John summoned comparisons of brilliant gemstones and described in flourishing, vivid, vivacious language the glory of God1. Ezekiel’s visions2 contained similar content to that of John.  ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to hand their burdens over to Jesus Christ, may call on Him right where you are and ask Him to save you with His compassion and Mercy and He says He shall.  





Footnotes


1	The twenty-four elders - historically, from the Old Testament elders who already knew God and the Apostles espoused the complete number, twenty-four. The allegory found in the scioned olive 	tree, where good stock was grafted to wild shrub, was powerfully elaborated by Paul, see [Ro 11:1-28].


	The rainbow - war and retribution pertaining to the “war-bow” God replaced with the rainbow that depicted peace, Grace and that no flood would ever destroy the earth again, see [Gen 9:13-17]. 


	Crowns - the curved mitre of the crown, spoke metaphorically of consecration, glory, honour, royalty, righteousness and Life. 


	Thunder and lightnings - were associated with theophanies, the voice of God and as an instrument of God’s judgment [Ps 144:6].


	The burning lamps - Zechariah saw in his vision in 597 B.C. a continuous unlimited reservoir of oil; and in the New Testament the lamp symbolized the actively working Holy Spirit, given without 	measure to those who loved the Lord, see [2 Sam 22:29].  


	The Sea of Glass - in Scripture signified the timeless rule of God, see [Ex 24:10]. 


  	Living creatures – Ezekiel in 571 B.C. signified the import of the strength, diligent service, intelligience and divinity of Yahweh and portrayed was that His Presence was everywhere around the 	earth and the heavens, His never-ending faithfulness abounded to preservation of His faithful ones. In the New Testament, the Church was entitled to glean from Christ the perfect Son of 	God, strength for their endurance, see [Ez 11:1-28].   


2	Ezekiel was advised by God to speak His message whether people listened or not; and in AD 91-95 John was directed to write the vision down and read it to the Church; the book of Revelation 	was included in the Canon, in addition. Scripture stated that “surely the Lord does nothing without revealing His Plan to His servants, the prophets” and our Lord warned His disciples 


	“See, I have told you ahead of time” see [Ezek 1:1-28; Amos 3:7; Mtt 24:6,25].        


	 


	





We at CLT pray for all believers everywhere that each one might remain committed to Jesus Christ. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly and non-exhaustively reflect on John’s vision, using the authority of Scriptures explanatory to the text, read at Revelation 5. Noted in the chapter is that access was not denied the Lamb, who took the scroll out of the right hand of Him seated on the throne. It would not have been permitted for the Lamb to take the scroll unless firstly, it “belonged” to the Lamb, secondly, He was of the seed of God the Father and anointed; and thirdly, only One who had been fitted to the task - through suffering severe prejudice, His experience of the power of temptation with victory over it; the costliness of His obedience in satisfying all requirements that justified His piercing; and fourthly, the scroll represented the great Mystery of God and His hidden knowledge, that the One who opened the seals could be trusted with the future, due to His conduct in honouring God the Father. Christ was the figure of centrality in the book of Revelation and regarding the nature of His designation, John defined Him as - the Lion of Judah1 and the Root of David2 - two titles closely connected to God’s purpose before the foundation of the world, to reconcile all nations to Him. This could only have been effected through the chosen line of God and further was established in the exceptional act of Salvation by the Lamb3, whom John attested to “looking as if it had been slain”,4 standing in the midst of the throne. Further, John saw innumerable companies of angels who in reverence surrounded the throne singing to the increasing esteem of the Lamb as they recounted His power, victory, riches and rare act of Salvation eternally, with thunderous, crescendoing praises. Joining in their magnification were cultures, ethnic races and many redeemed from all nations5 greatly praising, ascribing glory, blessing and greatness to the Lamb Who had saved them. Scripturally, the harp was a musical instrument for prophecy and further seen by John were golden bowls filled with incense6 that incorporated the prayers of the saints. The living creatures and the twenty-four elders sang by repeating “Amen” testified to Christ’s character of faithfulness, credibility and trustworthiness to deliver both blessing, vindication and judgment.  ANY PERSON who wishes to receive the bounty of Christ’s Salvation may ask Him to save you, as the doors of divine Mercy are open and Christ answers in the power of His love.  





Footnotes


1	At the occasion of Jacob’s future blessings over his eleven sons, he called the tribe of Judah “a lion’s whelp” which encapsulated the verb meaning ‘to bring forth’ and further “the ruler’s staff 	would not depart until He who comes to whom it belonged”. David, Isaiah, the sages from Parthia, Paul and the writer/s to the Hebrews all spoke of the “ruler” being Christ, see [Gen 49:8-12; Nu 	24:17; Dt 33:7; Ps 45:6; Isa 4:2, 58:1; 60:1; Jer 23:5; Zec 10:4; Mtt 1:1; Mtt 2:6; Eph 2:20; Heb 1:8].  


2	God continued to bless the line through which Christ would come and at around  931-915 B.C., from the root of David, Rehoboam assumed a 17 year reign in the united kingdom and after a split 	in the nation, the Northern and Southern kingdoms through salient stages of history and through traversing many disputes e.g. issues over buffer zones, border disputes, advice accepted and 	rejected, due to it being from one of Solomon’s cult wives, worship of ‘high places’ - God continued to deliver Judah, although they, at a later stage, were not spared the exile. Christ’s ancestry 	was facilitated by Isaiah with reference to the “Rod from the stem of Jesse” and Paul the Apostle cited fulfillment of prophecy regarding Christ’s lineage from the root of Jesse, where Paul stated 	“if the root was holy, so were the branches” and further “Gentiles are heirs together with Israel”. Noteworthy was the fact that Jesse had hailed from humble origins [Bethlehem] and the title 	“son of Jesse” was originally an affectionate jibe that mocked David’s humble origins, recorded by Scripture later as the birthplace of Jesus the Saviour, see [Ru 4:17-22; 1 Sa 16:1,18-20; 1 	Ki 1:23, 	14:21, 12:18, 14:30, 2 Chr 12:1-12;  Isa 11:10; Mtt 1:1-17, 13:21; Acts 2:1-47; Ro11:16, 15:12; Eph 3:6; Rev 5:5].   


3	John the Baptist publicly defined Jesus as “Behold, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world”, calling to mind the quintessential sacrifice famous for its propitiatory remedy, see 


	[Gen 22:8; Ex 12; Lev 16; Jb 16:19; Isa 53:7,8; Jer 11:19; Jn 1:29, 10:11,12:23; Ac 1 Cor 5:7; Phil 1:6; Eph 1:10; 1 Pe 1:19; Rev 7:9].      


4	The uniqueness of the Lamb’s sacrifice was that it was delivered at a high cost to God, the one and only example mankind will ever know. Mankind, besieged under the weight of spiritual 	debt, was set free by the ransom that was paid with the Son of Man’s life, where all man’s iniquities were thus “laid on Him” according to the law’s requirement for penalty of sin. The idea of 	manumission, whereby mankind, once slaves to the powers of darkness had been set free, was an exceptionally distinctive element embodied in the sacrifice, however the outpouring of Christ’s 	lifeblood effected, not only for one man but for many, was an added component of ‘stress’ suffered by the Lamb when He wrought Salvation on the Cross, [Ex 26:28-30; Isa 53:3-12; Ro 3:24f; 


	2 Cor 5:14; Eph 1:7; Gal 3:13].     


5	Scriptural confirmation abounded that the Gentiles would come to Christ’s light; the Apostle Peter noted that the genuineness of the believer’s imperishable faith would grant eternity, that struck a 	chord as John witnessed “the justified” from every culture, ethnic group and nation whose faith had indeed been proven, who had gained entrance into the Holy of Holies. God’s work in people will 	see completion at the “Day of Jesus Christ” where the entire universe will be united, however both the present work of Christ and His future work were dependant on His “finished” work. In the 	modern era, it is still open for any person who “calls on the Lord” to be saved, see [Mtt 8:11;1 Peter 1:7,8]. 	 


6	As early as 2166 B.C. and up to 586 B.C. the priests alone were entitled to offer sacrifices of costly, aromatic incense to the Lord, for the prayers of His people. Dramatic healing over plague, 	lesions and epidemics took place, in addition blessings abounded with increased agriculture. David prayed “let my prayers rise as incense before You” and the author/s to Hebrews encouraged 	praise, thanksgiving, sharing and prayers as continuous sacrifices before the Lord with promised opportunity to be “heard” where the believers’ prayers “availed much”. The incense of prayer thus 	had pin-point spiritual significance to the priestly function that Christ, through honouring His Father, had enacted in and for believers, see [Ps 141:2; Isa 56:7; Ro 13:1ff; 2 Cor 1:11; Eph 6:18; 1 	Tim 2:1; Hebr 13:15-18].	 	 





“The Victory is Yours”  -  All Sons and Daughters, Integrity Music, Christian Art Media, ©2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel, consider the portensions of Chapter 6 to which John testified and we comment on the text as a whole and technically precisely as it was written. A shift in perspective is observed, where the earth, in the practical realm, John saw in accordance with the opening of the seals 1-6. God’s Sovereignty over the natural universe and earth is confirmed for John, where they were framed by God’s Word, from chaos into form and in possession of God, where clearly depicted was that fact that where it did not serve God’s purpose He brought it to a desired end, just as Scripture taught happened during the centuries from 2500-500 B.C. The visions have life application, confirmation of the power and Love of God over His created beings and His authority was unquestioned. The power of the righteousness of Father God and the Son of Man reigns supreme however the insight afforded John was that derived secondary powers who challenged God, were “on a leash”, i.e. limited. God expected to be believed and obeyed and John was particularly aware that for believers on the earth, the emphasis remained on the continuing kērygmatic message since God loved all mankind. There is presented a beautiful display of the glory of the Lamb and His protective nature towards those who have passed on, who had showed God gratitude, offered Him their life-service1 and who devoted their hearts to Jesus’ Cause, not excluding the wonderful prophets, men and women of old, the followers of Christ, and the Apostles under the New Testament era who, under an extraordinary infilling of the Holy Spirit, had been persecuted for their faith, again, confirmed in the vision to John, who were safe with the Lamb. The Eschatological2 period was historically determined by God before Creation of the earth; and in the fully established world the Messiah was sent to accomplish the final salvation, giving an opportunity for any person to be cleared of their sin and reconciled to Him. It is still open for all men and nations to be reconciled to God through the Lamb’s Salvation, even at this point. Contextually, concerning history in the Old and New Testaments (“OT, NT”), it might seem as though i) the picture was a continuous flow; and ii) some judgments have already taken place, as in AD 64-70 where the predictions of Christ3 were proven true e.g. Jerusalem and Rome fell.  Our predominant thought is that on the one hand, in general God is loving towards His creation who love Him and honour Him; while on the other hand, severe warnings are evidenced against outright atrocities of evil against whom it is always shown, God severely punishes. Thus, it is Scripturally categorically not open to any person to exact their own retribution. Earthquakes4 symbolised God’s power, Presence, revelation and judgments. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to do away with enmity towards God and rather know His forgiveness, must turn to Jesus Christ to save you; He welcomes you into a relationship with Him.     





Footnotes


1	The rewards for faithful service will endure throughout eternity, see [Mtt 25:34; Col 3:24; Hebr 9:15-17; 1 Jn 2:17]. 


2	A particular genus of literature was envisaged that rose to the heights of expression, unraveling hidden mysteries of God sometimes with effect over present ages, or effective at a future date.  Insights on relationships - between God and His servants; between God and them who opposed Him; regarding Satan whose devastations God remembered. Dramatic scenes of heaven and earth are shown; angels and demons; current life and God’s Kingdom to come; express warnings by OT and NT prophets and Apostles regarding the Christian faith and the spectre of looming separation from God for any who strayed from the terms of their Covenant. The writings are Scriptural and not to be underestimated as the Lord was sincere and recipients of His visions who wrote on His behalf, described warmly the Love of God towards His people and His Creation, in addition, the prophets adopted the grave and somber tones that depicted God’s solemn messages. Chapter 6 to our understanding, was a depiction of the period in which the Apostles dwelt AD 30 - AD 95, the seven Churches in chapters 2 and 3 were actually geographically positioned directly opposite Patmos Island, well within John’s “view”. The language John used would have been understood by Jew, Greek and Roman, who were au fait with the significance of poetic, flourishing dramatic contours of text, a horse’s agility and speed, an earthquakes’ dominance, the impact on a field of crops at the onset of an epidemic of locusts. For those who became rich at the poor man’s expense in the Old Testament or AD 64, the examples of Scripture pointed to the fact that all the money in the world could never bring relief against a plague or a major river that has dried up or famine due to a cessation of rain. The lesson surely is that it is better that mankind and believers are kind towards one another and honour Jesus Christ, see [2 Chr 6:24-30; Ps 1:1-12; Pr 28:14; Isa 13:11; Mtt 5:22-27; 23:15; Mk 9:43-46, 12:40; Jn 3:16, 10:28]. 


3	Jesus the Lord’s one and only account of knowledge, judgment, persecution, deceit from Satan whose power was usurped from God and the end times with warnings to be alert, see [Matt 24].  	


4	Two notable earthquakes took place - in good King Uzziah’s reign at around 792 B.C. and in Jeroboam’s reign from 970 B.C. who drew prophetic rebuke for leading Israel into 	syncretism. The upheavals in 	the religious and political realms recorded in the OT and NT were indicative of God’s judgments and Christ warned of certain events that would precede His return, 	see [Ex 19:18; Nu 16:32; 2 Sa 22:8; Ps 68:8; 1 Ki 19:11; Ezek 38:19-23; Amos 1:1; Zech 14:5; Mtt 24:1-27, 29, 27:51, 28:2]					 


	


“Tell your heart” - Danny Gokey from the album Hope In Front of Me, BMG Rights Management, G650 music © 2014.
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Graeme and his wife Vel, read and provide further brief summary according to our Christian faith at Revelation encompassing Chapter 7 and we state that it cannot be expressed in stronger language, any attempt to provide a chronological sequence to any of the events would be extremely difficult; and any attempt to cause harm to another human being was categorically not envisaged in Scripture, since by Jesus’ Grace mankind has found love.  What is of paramount import, however, is the Lord Jesus’ genuine care and concern not only for believers but for all humankind in reconciling man back to God, most especially since He Himself knew not the Day of His return which rendered the kērygmatic message of Christ’s Grace vitally open and available on a continuing basis, as God willed. When defining the wind1 Revelation showed it is controlled by God, created by God and creative for His purposes. The sea, created by God, was an important shipping commercial route and was distinguishable from dry land. The Seal figuratively also denoted promised protection. Sealed were the tribes of Israel, in the order John was commanded2 to record that portrayed God’s complete number. The great Multitude that clung to the Lamb, wore white3 garments, worshipped4 at God’s throne and where previously in life they were being prepared, it is certain, at the Lamb’s throne they had been victorious. The prayer of Jesus in John 17:24 was thus honoured by Father God as the Multitudes gathered around Christ’s Presence, they saw His glory that the Father gave Him due to the fact that Father God pre-knew and loved Christ. The advancement of the fulfillment of God’s prophecies as a whole, His purposes, His timing, His control of His Universe, His earth, and all natural events were all decreed by God before the earth, universe and man existed5.  





ANY PERSON who wishes their garments to be washed as white as snow, must repent of your old sins and ask Christ for Salvation and He says in Scripture, He shall save you.     





Footnotes


1	The Hebrews conceived of climate as influenced by the four winds from the four corners of the earth, N,S,E,W. representative of bringing blessed rain, cold, tempestuous, dry and hot. In Matthew, 	our Lord revealed God brought His chosen ones back to His bosom confirmed in Revelation where God sealed His own and for all intents and purposes those who were present with Him and not 	scattered, see [Jer 49:36; Zec 6:5; Mtt 24:31].  


2	The Lord God had blessed each tribe with various blessings in order to be wholly complete.  The category and order of tribes according to Revelation is correct as the Lord God wanted. The 	Church, marital unity and believers were blessed with varying blessings in order to wholly function to the glory of Christ. The influence of pagan “high places” and the same blessed people 	competing against one another was unacceptable to Yahweh; and in the New Testament it led to the untenable situation of a slowing down of spiritual growth which Paul addressed on more 	than one occasion, see [Ge 49;1 Cor 12; Eph 1:23]. 


3	This is probably one of the most important teachings that afforded believers freedom from sensual pollution. To be clothed in white, meant one was set apart for God’s purposes and made pure 	by Him on a daily basis, since it related to one’s “state of the heart”, that Jesus called to be undivided and reserved for God. That meant choices had to be made with regards reserving the  	heart for God “and He would make it pure”. Washing one’s garments found relevance in an Old Testament prediction of the Son of Man that related to His washing His garments in the colour of 	grapes - red [and an interesting tie-in of the word “colt” of which Jesus Himself spoke to His disciples]. Ecclesiastes’ wisdom also indicated it was better to the “wear white garments” of God’s 	favour as He had already accepted the believer’s works; Isaiah referenced one’s sins would be washed as white as snow and Daniel at around 600 B.C. [one of the doyens of “keeping the heart 	for God”; and one who was unfooled by ‘illusions’ around the palace], was second in command to King Nebuchadnezzar, yet he kept the faith and God gave Him disclosures of the end times 	including a direct prediction of the Messiah. Daniel was also privileged to be afforded a vision of the Ancient of Days Whose garment Daniel saw was white as snow. The believer’s entire body, 	mind, will and soul belonged to the Holy Spirit by Whose Breath believers’ existed and by Whom they desperately needed to worship God in the correct manner, for by Christ’s Spirit each one’s 	garments were washed under the blood of Christ and further rendered as white as snow, see [Gen 49:11; Eccl 9:7,8; Dan 1:1-11, 7:9; Mtt 21:7; Jn 4:10-26;1 Cor 6:19f].


4	As opposed to ‘other’ thrones e.g. exaltation at one’s own ‘throne’, pagan thrones or evil thrones.


5	Isaiah stressed God’s purposes were everlasting in that He had planned present and future happenings ‘long ago’ before the beginning. Yahweh’s ability to predict was due to His governance 	teleologically of human history that He would bring about His purposes, on the grounds of Him being the Creator of all. All things that motivated and determined God’s actions in His world existed 	according to His deliberate prior resolve. The purpose for “God repenting of His actions” or “reversing His prior actions” Scripture made clear, these anthropomorphisms emphasized Him as being 	a personal God Who rewarded faithfulness, fidelity, gratefulness and hearts cleansed by Him. God is the absolute Lord of history, foreseeing and foreordaining its entire course. God’s prothesis 	was to reveal Himself through Abraham and his seed, and to save a Church where the aim of the plan was that men and women should be made God’s adopted Children and be renewed in the 	image of Christ, throughout their obedience and the Church as the company of those so renewed, would grow into the fullness of Christ. He made this possible by Christ; and John’s recordal 	points to Christ, the Lamb of God, with the Multitudes remaining by His side “following Him everywhere He went”, see [Joel 2:13; Jon 4:2].  


 


	


“Trust in You”  -  Lauren Daigle from the album How Can it Be by Paul Mabury © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel summarise our personal reflections on John’s visualizations from Revelations 8 to 10 that addressed the Lord Creator’s involvement in the affairs of mankind, and to Whom all heavenly and earthly Sovereignty was ascribed. There were practical implications, comforting protections and significant warnings concerning believers and the unsaved, however any attempts to pin a human calendar time to the depictions, or periods between depictions and/or the impending pronouncements would prove complex indeed, if not unwise; and further, regarding the “very hour and day” of any events, it is factually certain that other detailed knowledge1 the Lord had rationally withheld for such times from mankind. The silence2 in heaven that lasted for half an hour, was distinguishable from the piercing trumpet blasts that solemnly drew John’s attention. In the demonstration, John saw the sweetly diffusing prayers of the believers that ascended to the Lord’s attention, located at the core of all sacrifice, the Lord Almighty’s altar. The prayers also indicated the ongoing function of the High Priestly role of Jesus Christ, operative even at this point in our calendar. The Saviour was available to save3 any person from the burdens of the flesh, a tenet that continues in terms of Salvation, relevant still today. The Lord Jesus divulged further that God the Creator was in control4 of every event and agent upon the earth, the heavens, the seas and all that was in them. The loud articulations provided for two momentous and very significantly prescribed proceedings - a) the Lord God’s fullness of time had arrived; and b) the culmination of His divine plans were at hand, which to our understanding meant that this was the prescribed end of the Lord’s purposes, however again, no specific time. John was thereafter directed to digest the divinely inspired sweet-like-honey scroll containing the Word of God and render a call to all people and nations into obedience5 to the Almighty God, Whose never-ending universal faithful love and Grace was available to all peoples, nations, all languages and kings. The remaining chapters of Revelation John speaks of events  that concerned the times of AD 91-95. ANY PERSON who wishes to be included in the Lord Jesus’ great household of love, forgiveness and Grace, may enter into Christ’s Peace by praying to Him for Salvation and thereafter attend Church regularly, so that you are protected.   





Footnotes


1	Scripture furnished coherent reasons for the express withholding of the Lord God’s knowledge, at times, as – i) due to it being too perilous; ii) human inability to understand; iii) to give opportunity 	for the exercise of one’s faith; e.g. an early letter written by the Apostle John guided the brethren particularly regarding eternity by saying certain information regarding “what will be, was not yet 	known”, see [1 Jn 3:2].  


2	‘Silence’ in Scripture indicated more than one thing – i) a deep respect for Lord God Almighty; or ii) utter subjection to God stemming from the silence cognizant of entire ruin or destruction. The 	silence could also be a challenge to general dependance upon false gods that exhibited arbitrary control over people that required people to chant for hours in order to evoke a response – as in 	Elijah’s experience where he confronted the people to take a stand and not just drift along with whatever was pleasant and easy, although our experiences today might not be as dramatic as 	Elijah’s [sic]. The almighty God needed no “chanting” to attend to the prayers of His faithful ones in Elijah’s day [+- 874 B.C.], in John’s day [AD 94] and certainly in our era as well, see [1 Ki 18:20-	39; Ps 94:17, 115:17; Hab 2:20; Zech 2:13].     


3	In context, there are illustrations throughout Scripture revealing God’s almighty strength in saving people and purifying their hearts. Many times the Lord Yahweh routed the Children of Israel’s 	enemies from before their very eyes; and even after a minor defeat, the Ark of the Covenant quickly brought the nature of things to a radical change; Job stated, should the Lord withdraw His 	Spirit from the earth, all flesh would perish; David’s plea was for God to continually cause His face to shine so His people might be saved; Isaiah prescribed the mere Presence of the Lord Jesus 	as an almighty creative power with holy provision to come to mankind’s assistance whenever one felt the crushing weight of sin and called out to Him; Jeremiah the prophet stated that little gods 	that could be fashioned with wood or metal were powerless to save; Ezekiel declared defiled things had to pass through the fire in order to be purified; Luke wrote that Grace was able to save; 	Paul urged that things of the flesh, wrongdoing, corruption and cheating that resided in the hearts of mankind, the Lord was able to cleanse and save; the author/s to Hebrews wrote that faith in 	the Lord assured Salvation; and Peter the Apostle’s view was that those who returned to the “Shepherd of their souls”, would be safe, [Gen 6:12; Josh 10:6; 1 Sam 4:3; Job 34:14,15; Ps 80:3; Jer 	2:28; Ezek 21:1ff ; Act 15:11; 2 Cor 7:2, 9; Heb 10:39; 1 Pe 2:25].  


4	Only a third was permitted to be affected.      


5	When called to obedience, Jeremiah was told to not consider the aspect of his youth, but to speak what Yahweh commanded according to Covenant; Ezekiel was commanded as a Watchman, to 	speak and give God’s warnings; Peter the Apostle was commanded to speak in the temple all the words of this Life; Paul commissioned Timothy and Titus to consider not their youth but to exhort 	and rebuke accordingly, as God’s instructed. Christ’s words concerning the obedience of blessed men and women of faith are enriching, see [Gen 12:1; Ex 3:10; Jdg 6:14; 1 Ki 19:19; Isa 6:8; Isa 	55:1; Jer 1:7,1:17; Ezek 2:7; Mtt 4:20; 7:24, 9;9, 26:19, 12:50; Lk 5:5; Jn 2:7, 7:17; Jn 14:21, 23, 21:6; Ac 5:20, 26:16; Titus 2:15].      


		


		 	 


“Redeemer” -  Nicole C Mullen, Christian Media Art, Provident Label Group, © 2016. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel briefly highlight excerpts of Revelation Chapters 11-13 according to our faith. The measured areas of the Temple pertained to the majesty of Almighty God’s Sovereign control. At around AD 30, Jesus of Nazareth exposed the state of the Temple where He, with woes1 observed the Temple had become a place where its leaders du jour had lost their true love for Yahweh and replaced it with power, pleasure and worldly praise. John in AD 91-95 vision was instructed to leave the outer courts open in accordance with the Scripturally endorsed purpose for the kērygmatic2 message of “Christ’s Invitation to all, for new Life”. The point of the reflection at this juncture is to introduce the two witnesses that our Resurrected Lord Jesus presented in the vision who would prophesy for 3.5 years, clothed3 in sackcloth and would be resurrected from the dead in the same manner as our Lord Jesus and ascend in the same manner on heaven’s Cloud, at Almighty God’s prescribed time. At the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the song to the Lord Jesus Christ changed from the nature of previous songs located in Chapters 4, 5 and 74. Christ’s dominion, His Kingdom, the growth of His Kingdom, all the nations and peoples, Christ’s eternal Kingdom5 and the “Overcomers song”, were the objects of heavenly singing in Chapter 11 and 12 respectively. Chapter 13 predicted the formation of a ghastly mimicry of Almighty God; an unholy alliance - an uneasy alliance since each one in the unholy threesome would look only to their own interests.        





ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to love the Lord God with all your heart, and soul, and strength and mind, may pray for Christ to save you with His Grace and He shall.    





Footnotes


1	The AD 30 seven woes Christ spoke recorded in Matthew 23.


2	God’s purposes for witnessing were – i) don’t assume no-one wants to hear God’s message; speak up for God if you have opportunity; you may be surprised at how many will listen; draw 	unbelievers to Christ; there is an urgency to spread Christ’s love; Jesus’ resurrection is the key to the Gospel; you need not know ‘everything’ to speak of Christ’s love; Father God will draw 	people to you; always point to the perfect Christ, not yourself; if you feel compelled, just speak of Christ. 


3	Viewed from the perspective of mourning, at around 1526 B.C. to around 500 B.C. sackcloth was worn by the Children of Israel and the method of rending their garments were related actions, 


	see [Ex 8-11; 1 Ki 17; 33:4; Jb 2:12-13; Joel 1:13].  


4	In chapter 4, the twenty-four elders ascribed to God the Creator eternal song and in chapter 5 they sang a “new song” that acclaimed Christ’s rare worth, value and sacrificial redemptive 	accomplishment in securing Salvation for all the nations and peoples of every culture and tongue to minister to His glories, and further with unceasing praise and thanksgiving they worshipped the 	One Who sits on the Throne and the Lamb; in chapter 7 the heavenly throngs and the Multitudes sang the song of Salvation and heavenly praises, ascribing to the Lamb of God all eternal power 	and strength, see cross-references from the Lord’s Old Testament where Job ascribed power to God over nature; David, in the assembly and in prophetic song praised God; Paul in the New 	Testament attributed capacity to Jesus Christ in establishing believers with the same divine power that He exercised over His created heavens and earth, [1 Chr 29:12; Job 26;12; Ps 62:11, 65:6, 	Ro 16:25; Mtt 14:20, 25, 17:27, 21:19, Mk 4:39; Jn 2:7].  


5	Isaiah prophesied of Christ’s Kingdom, the growth thereof and Christ’s Righteousness; Zechariah prophesied of the extension of Christ’s rule; the disciples authenticated and recorded actual 	instances of Christ’s Kingdom power; Paul described the legal implications of the Kingdom of Christ and His vested power; Peter spoke of Christ’s designation of Sonship and Father God’s 	honour, endowment and bestowal of heaven and earthly subjection to Christ, see [Isa 9:6,7, 63:1; Zec 9:10; Mtt 8:27; Eph 1:22; 1 Pe 3:22]. 


	


“Your Love is Fierce”  -  Jesus Culture from the album Let it Echo, Jesus Culture music © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue obediently with our commitment in reading the entire New Testament from Matthew to Revelation. In the final chapters of the book of Revelation we reflect on the guaranteed genuineness of God’s Word and validity of the events prophesied that were material to Christ’s visions, taken from Chapters 13-16, with citations. The Revelation was originally written for 1st century oecumenicals who faced severe trials and its sobering imagery was reflected in the historical reality of a totalitarian political system at around AD 61-70. A significant aspect of eschatological fulfillment was the renewal of prophecy, which is why the Apostle John abandoned the convention of writing for the future. The way is not clear though, we consider, to say that succeeding generations including our own would not be affected, nor may we irrationally predict any dates. Repentance for sin remains a tenet of the Christian Faith and it is true of all biblical prophecy, God’s Word comes to a particular situation and yields a harvest to later generations as they receive it and as they act upon it. We carefully considered the genuine, earnest prayer1 the Church was instructed by Jesus Christ to submit and the blessing that Scripture significantly reassured believers with - that God was present in His purposes no matter what form the beast may take. Categories of numbering in Revelation presented two facets - i) the complete number such as 12, 124, 144,000; ii) or the number of fracturing that was devoid of God’s unity, 3 ½. The heavenly hosts sang the song of Moses2 and the Angel’s redemptive proclamation of the Gospel was emphatic as was the command to fear God and give Him glory3. The Lord’s Revelation then signified concluding partial judgments that heralded the beginning of the end for evil, culminating at the place called H’ar Magedon with forces of evil arrayed against God Almighty for battle and culminating in the complete downfall of a system that had enriched many. God’s prescribed time for His dealings against evil and its agent were known4 only to Almighty God. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to acknowledge Jesus Christ’s mercy and calls to Him to save them; He will give you Salvation and He promises you victory in your faithfulness to Him.   





Footnotes


1	If an express representation existed – and we think in the affirmative citing Revelation 1 and 2, although we understand God’s Will is determinative overall. How apt and comforting must Psalm 	119:110, 111 have been to the persecuted Church in AD 61-70 “[t]he wicked have laid a snare for me, yet I have not strayed from Your precepts. Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage, for 	they are the rejoicings of my heart”.  


2	The primary biblical assertion is that victory belonged to God, which is succinctly expressed in the phrase “the battle belongs to the Lord”. This meant that victory belonged exclusively to the Lord 	and it was His to bestow at Will. Defined are special features enabling mankind to glimpse the nature and form of the Lord’s victory. Firstly, at times, the Lord’s victory was the temporary defeat  	(or veiling) of His people, as the Lord’s holy Sovereignty was exercised according to His purposes. Secondly, the Almighty God’s holy government of the world will issue in the great victory of the 	eschatological Day of the Lord. The power of God was annexed to His holy rule e.g. at Creation, there existed no possibility of opposing the Creator’s Will. At the new creation He will speak and it 	shall be done. Thirdly, the people of God entered upon victory by obedience of faith and their experienced victory lay within the bosom of God’s victory. Refusal to hear, refusal to be obedient 	brought no victory. Victory afforded men and women total well-being and with Salvation came renewal of the heart into a righteous nature. Righteousness, gained through faith in Jesus Christ was 	uniquely attached to the Cross, so none could boast in their works, in accordance with the supreme victory of God, see  [Ex 14:13-14; Dt 28:1-14; Jdg 2:14;1 Sam 17:47; Ps 20;  Isa 28:21, 42:24-	25; Jer 25:8-9; Ezek 38:39; Jon 2:9; 1 Cor 15:54-57; Eph 2:14, 6:16; Titus 3:4-7; Ro 1:17, 3:21-27; 11:19-23; 1 Jn 5:4-5; Rev 7:10].


3	Apprehension of the Living God is Scriptural. The awesomeness of God remained the same yesterday, today and tomorrow; in addition there is a Day of judgment to be met. ‘Fear’ as the object of 	fear, was referenced by God e.g. where He spoke of the “fear of Isaac” who worshipped God. The significant features of Isaac’s faith was that according to his birth and marriage, it was by God’s 	powerful hand His promises came true; similarly treated by the author/s of the book of Hebrews.  Fear, in addition definitively came upon the wicked, as God was able to “send His fear before His 	people”, which routed the Children of Israel’s enemies. Believers in the New Testament were under a spiritual duty to fear God through varying means – i) by reverence, continual praise; ii) by 	good deeds; iii) by bearing fruit [that in itself bore the hallmark of fore-bearance and persistence in walking with Christ]; iv) via spiritual unity of heart and mouth; v) honour towards God in the 	physical body; vi) affording opportunity, if one was able, to the disadvantaged since the Lord was aware of the reasons for their being disadvantaged, [Ge 31:42, 53; Ex 23:27-28; Ps 22:23; 	Prov 1:26-27,10:24; Isa 66:4; Mtt 5:16; Lk 4:18, 7:22, 14:12-14; Ro 15:6; 1 Cor 6:20; 2 Cor 5:10; Hebr 11:20]. 


4	The Hebrews of the Old Testament measured the passing of time and the word mȏ’ēḏ was derived from the root word pertaining to ‘appoint’. God’s purposes Scripture recorded, moved 	towards consummation as things in the Kingdom of God did not just go on and on. The ‘times’ of God meant He advanced His purposes in the world e.g. our Lord’s birth, baptism and resurrection. 	In the Aramaic book of Daniel the word ‘iddān found reference to chronological periods. The New Testament word for a remote time was aiōn, that spoke to a series of times, such as from ‘age to 	age’. Ainiōs had reference to the fact that Christians now have the life into which they will fully enter by [Christ’s] resurrection; the overlapping of times Paul referred to, see [Jn 11:23-25;1 Cor 	8:13, 10:11; Gal 1:5; Heb 1:8].


		


Son of God, Son of Man  -  Travis Ryan, Integrity music © 2018
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide an exposition of selected Scripture where we hopefully provide understanding and clarity on various extraordinary items enumerated to John. We  review chapters 12-19 of Revelation. Having regard for creatures described we noted the dragon, a leopard, a bear and a lion1. Regarding the authority conferred on Christ the Lord, He was empowered to deal with evil and evil’s encountered conduits, revealed to John and in chapter 17 the first point noted, after an earthquake of the greatest proportion ever recorded in the world in the very place of the two “witnesses” from chapter 16, was the matter of the “ha_rlot Babylon” and her related blasphemous2 activities, spread across many waters [globally].  There were cognizable clues throughout Scripture as to what precisely constituted Babylon’s powers, operations and functions of her system3 and her injustices4 and exploitations; and to whom the loathsome plagues5 were directed. In conclusion we clarify the reason why the hills and islands fled from the Almighty God6.





ANY PERSON who wishes to turn from evil to do good may give their life to the “Resurrection and the Life” - Jesus Christ and ask Him to be your Saviour.    





Footnotes


1	In Hebrew, tannȋn meant ‘dragon’, that related to ‘wild beast’ or ‘jackal’. Ezekiel enunciated a ‘monster’ and Paul, ‘wild beasts’ compounded by their inter-related environment Scripture described 	as “thorns, nettles, an astonishment, desolation, a place for jackals where not even donkeys would sniff as there would be no grass, and where no man could dwell”. The leopard, bear and lion 	represented the character of a group or syndicate/s e.g. a leopard hunted and attacked swiftly; a bear, while more feared than the lion, was clumsy yet unpredictable and snatched; the lion 	camouflaged itself and had strength in its pounce; and the fact that fowl had dominion, see [Isa 13:22, 34:1, 35:7, 43:20; Jer 10:22, 14:6, 49:33, 51:37; Lam 4:3; Ezek 29:3; Mic 1:8; 1 Cor 15:32]. 


2	Generally speaking, blasphemy was committed by pagans and those practising syncretism. The cultic railing also fulminated against God’s representatives via wicked agents. Similarly, it is 	interesting, at around 627 B.C. Jeremiah prophesied “Babylon shall become a heap and dwelling place for beasts”. The origin of Babylon was such that as a small independent country it rose in 	pride and 	attempted to extend boundaries over foreign kings, who on countless occasions fought back destroying its horn of power and pagan temples to the ground. The time periods for 	destructions were subsequently 1595 B.C.1250 B.C., 1100 B.C., 745 B.C., 641 B.C. Babylon’s “end” came in 587 B.C. when Jerusalem was captured and God’s Covenant people, His precious 	Prophets and Holy Priests were taken captive and in 539 B.C. Babylon was devastated by Persia’s King. In 331 B.C. the small country struck a deal with a sympathetic king, however he 	died before any re-structuring could be effected. Today the [lack of a] city stood as an eloquent, sharp reminder that recompense and the providential hand of God has power to change the course 	of history and it is open to once more, at God’s prescribed hour, see [Job 18:15; Ps 11:6; Jer 14:6; 51:37; Lk 17:30].   


3	At around 970-959 B.C. the Babylonians, in extending trade and in sealing pacts, used their beautiful women whom they awarded to the most powerful members of treaties - a particular downfall 	of Solomon who thus breached Mosaic law. The Revelation Babylon, boasted of an economic system of power, profitable wealth, self-sufficiency, material rewards, adulteries and a city that would 	do anything for a large amount of money. It was this system that enriched leaders, merchants who delivered numerous cargoes, countries who bought and sold luxurious goods, who mourned 	at the City’s fall. The collapsed world system left none unaffected who had placed reliance upon materialism and the misery of greed. At around 27 B.C. to AD 95, trade of the then Roman 	empire was propelled by increasing wealth and efforts were made to gain even more more prestige through the exploitation and enchantment of money, status and title. Competitively, trade 	extended 	onto foreign territories and all proceeded well until the empire’s fall, where evidence revealed later, an imbalance within the empire surfaced due to the fact that hoards of empire coins 	originally transported on the seas [du jour  the best mode of transport for weights such as gold and silver] were discovered in “non-trading” countries - a classic example of the perilous leak of 	bullion and causa causans to the creeping paralysis of inflation.  


4	Another system from a pagan nation that influenced life and work was that of the Canaanites, who at around 2000 B.C. worshipped pagan deities; one of which influenced the idea of  ‘upper 	class’ against ‘lower-class half-free serfs’ with the inter-related prejudices and discriminations such as workers being subject to the corvée system [hard work for no pay]. In AD 64 similar cultic 	versions 	materialized in Caesar Augustus’ regime, where the guilds stirred up action between classes and where the ‘lower classes’ were used as a form of cheap labour. In a major shift of 	perspective, Christians were urged to live by self-sacrifice, using their resources in kindness and by their obedience, joy and truth in the Saviour, to help brothers and sisters in need.  


5	The loathsome plagues were in recompense inter alia for the insolence Babylon exhibited in using scarlet, which was specifically required regarding righteous sacrifices approved by God, such as 	in extra special healing sacrifices; regarding work in the Tabernacle; used by Priests to bless and heal from leprosy; for protection in re Rahab’s safety and that of her entire family when Joshua’s 	soldiers, whom she had protected, returned to conquer. The scarlet adorning Revelation Babylon was flaunted and not acceptable to God. It could also have reference to the blue and scarlet 	thread tied around the wrist of the twin Zerah who “pushed” through, born from Judah’s unlawful liason with the pro_stitute who beguiled him – the reference being a non-anointed line of 	descendants; similarly referenced was Saul’s “war women who were prosperous with scarlet”. The Revelation Babylon was thus drunk with wealth through her m_urders of people in exchange for 	money, since the unjust knew no shame, were insolent, detestable and treacherous, stated Scripture. The Mystery was that no-one really knows the “who” behind the atrocities and shame, 	barring Almighty God and our Lord Jesus, see [Gen 38:28-30; Lev 14;4 Num 4:8 Josh 2:18 2 Sam 1:24 Prov 31:21 Isa 1:18 Lk 23:11, Mtt 27:28].   


6	Hills and islands also had meaning in Scripture anthropomorphically, as ‘heads’ with power; thus leaders who had sanctioned others to “snatch, pounce upon, ambush and attack”  God’s 	people or sheep - fled from Almighty God.   	    





“Remember”  -  Passion with Brett Younker & Melodia Malone from Salvation Tide is rising © 2016
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit a non-extended reflection of Revelation chapters 17-19 where we note firstly, Scripture recorded expressly that the Lord God Almighty is the Creator1 and Founder2 of - the earth, its strata; the heavens and their layers; the mountains and valleys; the world and its fullness; and Who formed the spirit of man within him. The Founder is God Almighty of His - wisdom, Word, morals, ethics, precepts, commandments, statutes, mercies, good judgments, judgments, testimonies, understanding, all of which were founded forever and ever. Secondly, specific, significant time bars the Almighty God has founded; and aside from mankind’s history, times and seasons of nature or mankind’s calendar, God’s sovereign Time3 and Purpose in these chapters was revealed uncompromisingly as “Before the casting or laying down of the earth”, the “Ages”, and “Eternity”. Scripture recorded precise times when God exacted his purposes such as – i) there was a time for God to charge certain angels with error; ii) there was a time for God’s Law of Sacrifice to be written; iii) a time for Salvation to come to Zion; iv) there was an ordained time for Christ’s birth of a woman and under the religious Law; v) there was a time for Jesus of Nazareth to set His face strong towards the Cross and towards being received up; vi) there was a time for the invitation of Salvation to go out to every nation, culture and tongue to receive Eternal Life4; vii) there was a time for judgment first to commence in the House of God; viii) there was a time for the Word of God to proceed against every person who had not obeyed God’s Gospel; ix) there was a time for Babylon, remembered by God, where it would not be able to stand against God’s Indignation; x) there was a time for the Word of God to proceed against the wicked5 where their foundations were swept away; xi) there was a time prescribed for the earth and heavens to obey God’s call to “roll up like a scroll”; xii) there was a time for praising6 God, for a banquet, a new earth, new heaven and a new Jerusalem.  We read of the challenges throughout the ages to God’s creation, His ownership of it and His enjoyment of the earth, its strata, the heavens and its layers, the mountains and valleys, the world and its fullness thereof; and further the challenges throughout the ages, to men and women God created in His image, in addition, to those who had submitted to the Rock7. 





ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to turn to Jesus the Rock and find His gentle Love, Mercy and forgiveness, may ask Jesus to give them His Salvation.   








Footnotes





1	Ps 89:11, 104:8; Isa 14:32, 48:13; Prov 3:19; Amos 9:6 and Zec 12:1.  


2	Ps 119 


3	Job 4:19, 22:16; Ps 102:13, 137:7,8; Ezek 7:7; Lk 9:51, 20:16-18; Jn 9:39; Gal 4:4; 1 Tim 6:19; 1 Pe 4:17;  


4	Whatever was founded upon Jesus the Rock would not fall or be swept away.


5	A wooden idol is a worthless doctrine.	 


6	Praise is the heartfelt response to God by those who love Him. The more functional and practical knowledge of Christ and what He has done for humankind, the more one responded with 	praise. Praise is at the heart of true worship as it flows out of a heart of love for God. 


7	Ex 17:6; Dt 8:18; 2 Sam 22:2; Ps 102:13; Ac 1:11, 2:21; 1 Cor 4:5, 10:4, 11:26; Gal 3:14, 19; Hebr 4:16; 2 Pe 3:9.





  	





Tremble  -  (Radiomix) Mosaic Music Wonder © 2017











We pray a prayer of the Apostle Paul - let the Gospel of Jesus Christ go out unhindered in its destination and its growth . . . . .














































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Graeme and his wife Vel in an effort to bring clarity to Revelation as whole, provide an uncomplicated configuration of Revelation regarding issues John in AD 91-95 currently recorded and their consecutive chapters sourced from our Lord Jesus’ accurately depicted visions, pertaining to - a) the consequential numerical chapters; b) the explanatory symbolism of the Almighty God’s seals, trumpets and bowls; c) a comprehensive outline of the overlapping sections - 





A	Current/Prospective


	Ch 1-3			One Ascended Lord Jesus; Churches addressed; One lampstand with seven parts


	Ch 4-5			Creator, creatures; the Lion and the Lamb


	Prospective


	6-16			Seals, trumpets, bowls, two witnesses, birth male child; Unholy threesome - abomination of desolation, anti-Christ, false prophet


	17-19			Babylon - fallen capital; H’ar Magedon - last battle


	Future uncertain


	Ch 20			Millennial Reign; Judgment Day


	Ch 21-22			New heaven and new earth; New Jerusalem





B	Explanatory symbolism pertaining to the seals, trumpets and bowls -


	Seals		i) white horse - military aggression; ii) red horse - bloodshed; iii) black horse - famine; iv) green horse - disease, epidemics;  v) persecution, prayer; vi) tremor, alarm; 


			vii) silence in heaven, prayers are heard by Almighty God, a severe earthquake;


	Trumpets	i) scorched earth; ii) polluted sea; iii) contaminated waters; iv) reduced sunlight; v) insects and plagues; vi) invasion; vii) earthquake, Kingdom;


	Bowls		i) boils; ii) blood[red] in the sea; iii) blood[red] from springs; iv) burning sun; v) darkness; vi) H’ar Magedon; vii) hailstones, earthquake, international collapse.








C	Comprehensive outline of presented sections -


	Seals		1  2  3  4  5  6 (ch 7). . . .			    7		


	Trumpets	                      	       1   2   3   4   5   6 (ch 10-11). . . . .  	    7	


	Bowls	 	                            (ch 12-14)          1   2   3   4   5   6    7





























ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to ask Jesus the Saviour to save you; and repent of your sins, may pray and ask Him and Scripture states He shall. 


  


“Oh Come to the Altar”  -  Elevation Worship from the album Here as in Heaven © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel read and proffer a précis of our Lord Jesus’ final chapters of His book Revelation, Chapters 20-22 where John the Apostle recorded - A) factors relating to Christ’s defeat of the old aeon rule of sin, death and demonic rulers of darkness; Christ’s Millenial Reign1 distinguishable by its components of truth and justice, no thefts, no lies, no murders, equity, morality, ethical behaviour and governance, joy, kindness, loyalty, faithful service, generosity, Life and love where a particular category of saints [victory at a price] reigned alongside their Lord Jesus. Thereafter the gravitas of the Lord Almighty’s comprehensive dealing with the “contender”, forever; B) the proceeding of Almighty God’s Great White Throne judgment; C) fulfillment of the prophecies pertinent to the Eternal State; D) i) a New  heaven and a New earth were revealed; ii) the New Jerusalem descended; iii) detailed aspects relating to the standard and beauty of the New Jerusalem; C) i) concluding instructions; ii) the Lord’s re-iterated prohibitions regarding entry into His New heaven; iii) stern warnings to keep intact Christ’s Words of the entire Prophecy of Revelation; iv) A holy Sigh for Christ, emitted by the Spirit and the Church. In conclusion we restate that only selected portions of Revelation we have reflected on and sincerely urge readers to closely pay attention to all the words John wrote. Out of our general yet related reflections we further note the prophecies foretold by Abraham, Moses and Samuel who referenced the “Prince of Life” sent by Almighty God to preach and received in heaven “until the times of the restoration2 of all things”, extracted from Peter the Apostle’s citation. The exclusive Giver of Salvation is the only name under heaven by which a sure foundation is guaranteed on grounds of Him being Omnipotent, unshakeable, unchanging, where He works all things for the good and is in Sovereign control3 at all times. God’s Everlasting Gospel4 is depicted as marvellously alive, wholly fulfilled in Christ and must continue to be preached. Believers must exist in faith like the prophets5; by praying; singing Psalms; being prayed for by the Elders of Christ’s Church and by being overcomers6. Jesus Christ invites all those who are thirsty to come and drink from the Water of Life7. ANY PERSON who wishes to use the meaningful opportunity to know Jesus the Lord, may ask Him to save them through His Word that brings Light and Scripture says He shall.   


Footnotes


1	The number thousand generally was termed as a significant number. Scripture recorded firstly the actual number was taken from each of the tribes of Israel regarding anointing for a task; and 	secondly the Lord Almighty spoke of the passing of His Covenant to one thousand generations. Thirdly, Isaiah defined the nature of ‘fear’ that embodied rebellious Children, saying at the threat of 	one their eyes pictured an enemy numbering a thousand - so quickly did fear escalate matters. Fourthly, Ezekiel, in speaking to a battered remnant from exile, stressed the transcendence of God, 	was never limited by the failures of His people as ultimately He would conform them perfectly to His purposes [the measurement symbolised God’s perfect standard]. John measured the Temple 	for purposes of moral, psychological, emotional, physical and intellectual perfection under God’s ability. Fifthly, Peter the Apostle affirmed creation and that God had appropriately purposed along 	His timeline the dissolving of the heavens and earth. The way is thus open for any person who wishes to believe to live a Godly life under holy conduct in Christ, who would have the privilege of 	seeing the New heavens and the New earth come down. A relevant question we addressed was the consideration that a thousand year reign pertained to generations or was the power of 	Christ effected in longevity? (.  The word “reign” was addressed by - i) Moses, pertaining to its tenure; ii) David, who amazingly sang what appears to be precisely the same lyrics as sung by the 	heavenly Choirs and angels in Revelation praising God’s majesty, riches, honour and worth, Whose reign was over all; iii) Micah saw God turning to those “on high the exalted ones and wicked 	kings of the earth, who after many days shall be punished”, saying the Lord of Hosts reigned on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem; iv) Paul saw merit in the lasting power of Grace that proceeded 	through the eschatological age and into eternity, and; v) Paul advised Timothy that endurance would position the believer into reigning with Christ, see [Ex 15:18; Dt 7:9;1 Chr 29:12; Isa 24:23; 	30:17; Ezek 47:3; Mi 4:7; Ro 5:21; 2 Tim 2:12; 2 Pe 3:8].   


2	Scripture, in its treatment of the word “restore” under-girded a future aspect, also referenced by Peter after Pentecost who spoke of “times of refreshing” which he legitimately associated with 	man being returned to his pre-fallen state a priori the return of Christ, as recorded by Doctor Luke, see [Mal 4:1,5; Acts 3:20,21].


3	See [Ps 145:13; 2 Pe 3:8; Rev 1:8, 11:15,17].


4	Salvation was pre-ordained before the creation of the earth, by Almighty God, see [Ge 3:15; Ac 2:16,21; Ro 8:29; 1 Cor 2:7-10; 2 Tim 1:9; Ti 1:2; 1 Pe 1:2; Rev 13:8].	


5	The nature of Christ’s “blessed ones” walking in faith, they – i) believe, having never seen Jesus Christ; ii) use their entitlement to forgive and be forgiven; iii) trust the Lord; iii) confidently 	approach 	God; iv) fear God and obey His Commandments; v) are un-offended by Jesus Christ; vi) keep the Word of God; vi) are watchful during eschatological times; vii) tell others of Jesus 	Christ’s Salvation viii) grow spiritually; ix) have written off all previous worldly things “as a loss” for the excellence of knowledge in Christ, as Paul the Apostle embodied; x) use their entitlement to 	defeat Spiritually every wicked claim for them or their families, holding to the position that Christ alone has priority of claim over them; see [Ps 1:1, 32:1, 40:4; 41:3; 51:12, 13; 65:4, 81:1, 89:15, 	95:1; 112:1,9; 126:6; Prov 11:17; 12:5; 14:31; Isa 30:29, 32:20; 58:10; Dan 4:27; Mtt 5:6, 7, 44; 11:6; 13:15; 21:4; 25:40; Mk 5:15;  Lk 1:70; 6:22,38; 15:6,7, 17,18; 23:34; Jn 4:36; 20:29; Ac 	3:21; 7:6; 15:3; 1 Cor 14:15; 2 Cor 10:5; Eph 5:19; Php 3:8; 1 Thess 2:19, 20; 2 Tim 1:7; Ti 2:6; Js 1:12, 5:3,10; Rev 14:13].


6	Relevant considerations helpful towards “overcoming” are drawn from experiences of the Apostles e.g. they steadfastly insisted on spreading the good news of Christ and they overcame – 


	hurdles thrust in their way; difficulties; rigidity to the fresh news of Christ; doubts from others; the reluctance of hearers to change; frictitious arguments; fear; the lure of selfishness, by sacrificial 	living; circumstances sprung upon them as in a mob threatening them; prejudice and hatred.  		


7	See [Ps 18:28, 110:7, 119:130; Prv 29:13; Isa 12:3, 29:18, 60:19; Eze 47:1,9; Joel 3:18; Zec 14:8; Jn 4:10,14, 7:38,39; Ac 26:18; 1 Pe 2:9; Rev 7:17, 22:2].





How Shall I Sing  		-  Keith and Kristyn Getty, Ed Cash, Stewart Townend, original lyrics John Mason (1683), Getty music © 2017


O Come All Ye Faithful - Britt Nicole, A Christmas Journey single © 2013
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Graeme and his wife Vel draw nearer to ascribe honour to the birth of Lord Almighty’s Son and render specific signs of His pre-existence, His divinity, His eternal dominion, His universal scope,  as recorded by Scripture. Bethlehem Ephrathah of a small clan of Judah would from a woman give birth to One who would be ruler over Israel1, created not of blood nor of the will of the flesh but fashioned in divine genes and chromosomes by the Holy Spirit of God, not diminishing in deity but acquiring humanity. “God with us” , glory be to God, humble thanksgiving, exaltation of His mighty works and His redemptive purposes wherein soteriologically dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead. Jesus would commence everlasting righteousness and inaugurate true religion by anointing the innermost Holy Tabernacle of God that would be made up of God’s people, anointed to the altar of burnt offerings, the Tabernacle furniture, incense, the Priestly portion, the cereal and guilt sin offering, the Bread of Presence and everything devoted to Him.   





The angelic adorations, annunciations and proclamations were attestions to the veracity of the oracles, visions and revelations of the prophets, sang to Almighty God’s redeeming intention and approved foreordained birth as the bestowal of His approval upon man with Mercy, blessed peace and healing of estrangement between sinful man and a holy God. The angelic songs were generous, joyful, contained notes that highly honoured womanhood2 and at a general and personal level brought reassurance, intimation of good news and joyous3 messages for all mankind that things were about to experience deliverance for the good of all. Blessed was Mary the Mother of Jesus, Elizabeth her cousin, Anna the prophetess and from Yahweh’s faithful men were Zechariah and Simeon, all by the Spirit of God who understood the babe Jesus in the flesh4 was Almighty God’s Logos “that which lies behind everything God is and has planned, with power to create and advance His triumphant Gospel”. The Shepherds were representative of a much larger group of people who anticipated, hoped for and longed for the deliverance the promised Messiah5 would bring.





ANY PERSON who wishes to be restored to joy in Christ’s Salvation, be firmly established that you cannot be moved, may ask Jesus the Lord for His Grace to save; and He saves you.    





Footnotes


1	See please [Isa 9:6,7; Mi 5:2; Zec 9:10; Lk 1:31; Jn 8:58; 17:5; Ro 8:3; Php 2:7; Gal 4:4; 1 Tim 3:16; 1 Jn 4:32]. 


2	Mary’s humble song of acceptance at hearing the angelic salutation instructing her of her special Motherhood regarding Jesus; Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin who recognized that Jesus was the 	embodiment of God’s purpose for Salvation, and; Anna the prophetess who blessed the babe Whom she understood to be the Child foretold. Further too were men such as Zechariah’s acute 	recognition of God’s special blessing and Simeon’s wonderful rejoicing in the knowledge of having seen the Child, that God was a God Who kept His promises and Who also promised to deliver 	Israel, see [2 Chr 16:9; Ps 34:7; 91:4; 125:2; Mtt 1:1 – 2:32; Lk 1:31].   


3	Songs would forever sound from every soul Jesus saved, that would be sung in worship to God Almighty and Christ the King throughout the ages.  


4	Scripture stated that Jesus was fairer than the sons of men; Grace was poured upon His lips; He was the Word of God with majesty and glory and had capacity to keep His promises; He was 	prosperous with truth, humility and righteousness and was a Teacher of awesome things; His words cut to the heart of His enemies who fell under Him e.g. evil spirits recognised Him as the Son 	of God, everytime He cast them out; His rule would continue forever; He continually held up the standard of righteousness; He was anointed with a heart of that showed gladness over all His 	friends and companions; His garments were scented with myrrh, aloes, cassia and sweet obedience to God; the rich sought His favour and king’s daughters were among His honourable women 	friends; the beauty of men and women worshipping God greatly pleased Jesus; He promised the Church she shall be brought with gladness and rejoicing into Lord Almighty’s Presence, see  [Ps 	45:1-17; Mtt 8:29; Mk 1:24; 3:11; Lk 4:41; Ac 19:15]. 


5	Deliverance was a hallmark of the Messiah. The components of His deliverance established for believers the following – i) justification from accusations “you are not good enough” since Christ 	came to bring Mercy, peace and Grace that disregarded what you have done and declared you in Christ to be worthy of His Love; ii) your prayers via Jesus the Lord were “always being heard” 	the essence thereof God regarded as a sweet smelling incense; iii) your days on earth were blessed; iv) no-one, nothing could take Christ’s hand over you, away; iv) you were one with Christ and 	the Father in heaven; v) the Church was the bride of Christ, she was not a widow; vi) your children have purpose in Christ; vii) you were entitled to enjoy the Bread of God’s Presence; viii) you 	walked in the fullness of Christ’s blessing where He created pleasant places for you; ix) you were blessed with the work of your hands and a wage; x) mercy, favour and Grace were extended to 	you in Christ, not only now but forever; xi) blessings from the Lord Jesus you had access to whenever you wished, help from Jesus was always at hand, you were in everlasting rememberance; 	xii) abide in Christ, your name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, see [Ps 68; 118; Isa 11:10; 42:1-9; 61:1-7; Ezek 17:22-24; Hag 2:6-9].   


	 


Ave Maria	- sung by Celtic Woman 


The Magnificat - sung by Holy Trinity Choir, a David Hogan Performance 


The Benedictus - sung by Audrey Snyder, performance by Edinburgh University Female voice Choir


Gloria in Excelsis - sung by Switzerland Choir of the Protestant Church, Trogen, Cantata BWV 191, J.S.Bach Foundation


Nunc Dimittis - sung by Boys and Men ensemble at St. Paul’s, performance by Rufus Berry
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit a content index for the year 2018 reflection of our systematic weekly readings throughout Scripture with pages and citations.








Contents �
Pg�
Citation�
�
Purpose for Bible Study and Bibliography�
1�
2018�
�
Paul's concluding remarks to Titus and his associate �
2�
Titus III�
�
Paul's letter to Greek landowner Philemon�
3�
Philemon�
�
Christ's pre-eminence over angels, Moses, all things; vulnerability of new Jewish brethren�
4�
Hebrews 1�
�
Saints, heed the seriousness of your Salvation �
5�
Hebrews 2�
�
The gravity of Moses and the Covenant - perilous to disregard�
6�
Hebrews 3�
�
Christ's perfection�
7�
Hebrews 4�
�
God's purpose in ushering in a period of Grace as a means of including all the nations�
8�
Hebrews 5�
�
Diagrammatic reflecting Abrahamic and Mosaic systems, perpetual New Covenant�
9�
Hebrews 6�
�
Details of the Priesthood "bringing near to God" sacrificial system under Mosaic law�
10�
Hebrews 7�
�
Christ's perfect fulfillment of the law and selfless offering, High Priestly perpetual mediation �
11�
Hebrews 8�
�
The case for cleansing and transcendance is made�
12�
Hebrews 6�
�
Departure from the Covenant and New Covenant of God, is ill-advised �
13�
Hebrews 10�
�
The gallery of God's faith-heroes �
14�
Hebrews 11�
�
The Passion of Christ�
15�
1 Cor 1:1ff�
�
The Spiritual athlete, life-application of faith�
16�
Hebrews 12�
�
Concluding remarks on comity with God and value of offerings such as thanksgiving and praise�
17�
Hebrews 13�
�
Works done not through auricular faith but working of holiness, to the Diaspora�
18�
James 1�
�
Impartiality towards rich and poor, Salvation cannot be earned �
19�
James 2�
�
Teachers maintain narrow accordance with the Word�
20�
James 3�
�
The Ascension of the Firstborn inaugurated the kingdom�
21�
1 Cor 15:8�
�
The boastfulness of pride distinguished from humble obedience �
22�
James 4�
�
Obedience to God's will returned one to the loving embrace of God�
23�
James 5�
�
Incomparable Jesus Christ 'sent', pre-ordained suffering, words to Bythnia and Pontus brethren�
24�
1 Peter 1�
�
The foundation and refinement of our faith �
25�
1 Peter 2�
�
Sacrifices, the Rock, the Elect and the most Prized of all�
26�
1 Peter 3�
�
Forewarnings regarding Nero, the brethren's love for one another�
27�
1 Peter 4�
�






Comity between young and old/…























































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser











Company Law


expertise for today











Company Law Today





Index of Contents (contd).











Contents�
Pg�
Citation�
�
Comity between young and old, Elders’ inherent selflessness�
28�
1 Peter 5�
�
God's provision and outcomes of fruitfulness�
29�
2 Peter 1�
�
The true Shepherd distinguished from false teachers �
30�
2 Peter 2�
�
Inspiration of the Holy Spirit regarding the prophets, the Lord's Day and Apostles' letters �
31�
2 Peter 3�
�
Continuance of Christ's purpose for the Church after AD 95, basic principles�
32�
1 John 1�
�
Christ as revelation, offering, righteousness and promise�
33�
1 John 2�
�
God's children acted right and were victorious�
34�
1 John 3�
�
Doctrine of love, truth, Christ's covering, love drives out fear, the Day of Judgment�
35�
1 John 4�
�
Overcomes in the Love of God, the witness in heaven and on earth�
36�
1 John 5�
�
The Elect Lady and sister Church who served God after His Judgment against Rome and Jerusalem�
37�
2 John �
�
The family of God, civil government, global peace, Demetrius and Gauis' goodness�
38�
3 John �
�
Counter-attacks on heresies �
39�
Jude �
�
The Alpha and Omega speaks �
40�
Rev 1�
�
Christ's loving appeal over the 7 Churches�
41�
Rev 2�
�
Christ's wider considerations for the 7 Churches�
42�
Rev 3�
�
God's Throne of unspeakable glory and the 7 Spirits who serve Him�
43�
Rev 4�
�
The Lamb's authority to open the seals, Lion of Judah and Root of David�
44�
Rev 5�
�
The Eschatological perspective, opening 1-6 seals, God's sovereignty, Salvation pre-planned�
45�
Rev 6�
�
God's seal on His own, multitudes gathered around Christ's Throne�
46�
Rev 7�
�
Silence, saints' prayers, Rainbow of Grace, no delay, water-sun affected, plagues, fractured disunity 3.5 yrs�
47�
Rev 8-10�
�
Woes, Salvation, two - olive trees, lampstands, witnesses; John's prophecy, Temple standards, the Ark�
48�
Rev 1 -13�
�
Beast wounded, saints patience, 666, Euphrates dries, Christ's Return, Eternity, bowls, H'ar Magedon�
49�
Rev 3-16�
�
Everlasting Gospel, warning against hand and forehead 'mark', seven plagues, saints’ patience�
50�
Rev 12-19�
�
Mystery Harlot Sorceror Babylon and ten kings fall, Faithful and True One victorious over beast, false prophet�
51�
Rev 7-19�
�
Prospective configuration of God's plan, symbolisms, seals, trumpets, bowls, flasks and the end�
52�
Rev 1-22 �
�
Thousand year reign, new Jerusalem, heaven, earth; 144,000,Temple, Lamb's Book , Christ's Voice�
53�
Rev 20-22�
�
Christ's birth, annunciations, celebrations and proclamations�
54�
Is 9:6; Lk 1�
�
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Graeme & Vel: co-authoring their 12th, 13th & 14th Corporate Law books RSA.
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