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Graeme and his wife Vel in 2023 provide an Index and Citation Reflecting systematic Scriptural reading pertaining to Salvation purchased by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel in 2023 provide an Index and Citation Reflecting systematic Scriptural reading pertaining to Salvation purchased by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Grace impacted social structures in the Judean and wider community - Part I�
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�
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Acts 10:34-48; Romans 8:26; 1 Peter 1:18-21; 2 Peter 2:1-9.�
�
Scriptural meaning -  “To walk by Faith”�
5�
Isaiah 25:9; Matthew 4:23-24; Acts 1:4; Romans 3:21; Philippians 3:1-14.�
�
Scriptural doctrine “..God exalted Christ to His right hand at the place of highest honour”�
6�
Psalm 30:1; Matthew 21:19; Acts 2:33; Ephesians 3:19; 2 Thessalonians 2:4.�
�
Jesus Christ at His Ascension “[r]aised the believer from death to life”�
7�
Isaiah 5:1; John 14:26-27; 16:7-8; Colossians 1:13; 2:8, 16, 19, 20.�
�
The foreknowledge of God brought Salvation to mankind.�
8�
Luke 1:76; 19:36-40; John 14:2-3;Romans 2:1; 15:33; 16:24; Hebrews10:19;13:15  �
�
Believers taught to not “hate” but ask for Mercy - even for their enemies�
9�
Numbers 10:35; Matthew 1:2;1 John 2:12f; Luke 10:33; John 4:7; Hebrews 12:15.�
�
Father God’s purpose that generously provided Himself for Salvation - Part I�
10�
Genesis 22:13-18; Exodus 12:21; Psalm 51:1-7; 45: 1ff; 98:1; Hebrews 1:3; 9:8.�
�
The first-fruits of Christ’s Soteriological Age - Christ Himself - Part II�
11�
Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2,13; 1 Corinthians 15:30-34.�
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12�
Romans 6:4; Colossians  1:7; 3:1-4; Titus 2:13; Revelations 1:17-18�
�
The full plenitude of the Lord God’s Signs and Wonders�
13�
Josh 3:5; Ps 77:14; Daniel 1:17,20; Joel 2:30; Ac 2:17-21; John 8:58.�
�
Christ’s followers categorized as family and royal priesthood �
14�
Lev 24:3; Nu 17:1-7; Luke 23:46; Jn 1:1-5; Heb 5:4-7; 1 Jn 5:7-18; Revelations 11:19.�
�
Saviour embodied a heart of Spiritual gladness�
15�
Psalm 16:11; 45:7; Philippians 4:4; 1 Peter 1:8.�
�
The physical Ascension of Jesus Christ our Saviour�
16�
Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50f; Acts 3:20-21; 6;7; 7:56; 9:27; 1 Corinthians 15:8�
�
Christ’s Church in the Age of Grace�
17�
Psalm 134:1-3; Isaiah 44:28; Malachi 1:11;�
�
The business of Jesus the Saviour was not for personal gain�
18�
Genesis 23;1ff; 2 Samuel 15:2; Mark 13:13; Luke 20:9-21; Acts 19:21-41.�
�
Believers’ businesses as conduits for Resurrection Life�
19�
Ps 119:96-104; 2 Ki 22:1-2; Matthew 7:7-11; Mark 10:21; Luke 19:11-33.�
�
Peace with God and His wonderful promises.�
20�
Proverbs 10:22; 11:14; 28:27; Romans 2:12-29; 3:3-24; Hebrews 13:11; 2 Peter 3:18�
�
Christ’s glory, that glorified God the Father.�
21�
Genesis 6:1ff; Zephaniah 3:16-20; John 16:5-16; 1 John 1:9; Jude 1:17-25�
�
The rich Love of the Everlasting Father to any person who believes�
22�
Esther 2:7-10; Job 16:1,7,14, 19; Titus 2:6; James 1:5; 1 John 2:1.�
�
Adoption into God’s Family is a privilege�
23�
Proverbs 15:8; Matthew 3:16-17; John 12:35-36; Romans 8:14-17; Gal 4:5-7.�
�
He who has the Son of God has Life�
24�
1 John 1:1-2:20; Colossians 2:12-15; 1 Peter 5:4 �
�
God’s obedient Children of the Light referenced as “sons of God”�
25�
Galatians 4:5-7; 12:7; Hebrews 2:10; James 1:9-11; Revelations 5:8�
�
Enjoyment of an indispensably warm loving fellowship with God�
26�
Exodus 28:1; Leviticus 19:9-14; 2 Kings 22:11; 1 John 1:3-4; Philippians 3:10.�
�
John’s scope of two distinct concepts - true teachers and false teachers�
27�
Jeremiah 1:5; John 15:26; 1 John 1:1, 8,10; 2:2,4; 4:2,14; 5:5,10.�
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Overleaf/…adopted Children completed at the Day of Christ.. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel in this Scriptural reading, cast an anthropomorphic eye on the Promise of God the Lord [“God”] to send Jesus Christ  in order to fulfill His long-foretold intention of visiting and redeeming His people. We read from Genesis 3:15; 22:18; 49:10; Deuteronymy 18:15; Psalm 45:2; 68:18; 110:1; Isaiah 2:4; 7:14; 9:6; 11:1; 42:1ff; 53:1; 61:1; 63:1; Jeremiah 9:9; John 1:18; 1 Corinthians 15:21 Historically, on the huge canvas of God’s gracious purpose, the Incarnation was directly soteriologically fundamental to the deity and manhood of Jesus the Saviour. On the one hand, our Saviour was firmly anchored not only in His Father’s heart, but in prophecy; and on the other hand, it was necessary that the Son of God ‘become flesh’ not only in the frame where He could take His place as “second man Adam” but also through whom the Father planned to deal with the human race. The New Testament referenced Jesus of Nazareth as “Person Incarnate” vis á viz - i) agapētos - God’s only beloved Son; ii) egō eimi - ‘I Am’ and iii) monogenēs - ‘God’s only Son’. Joseph died a few years after the Lord Jesus turned twelve and throughout His life the Lord Jesus referenced Himself as “the Son” in the context that particularly marked Him out as uniquely close to God. It was clearly understood by His disciples that the Lord came with no independent initiative, since the Gospels and the New Testament were recorded as He lived to glorify1 His Father in heaven and all He said and acted upon was narrowly in conjunction with His Father’s command. Jesus never shrunk from stating that He came into the world because His Father ‘sent’ Him and at every turn He perfectly revealed His Father. When He spoke of His Father as greater than He, Scripture noted it was His nature to freely and joyfully act as a perfect Son would, in subordination to His Father in heaven. John identified the Eternal divine Word with God’s personal Son, Jesus Christ and Paul the Apostle, spoke of the Son as “the image of God” both Incarnate2 and in His pre-carnate state. The author/s of Hebrews reflected the Son as ‘[t]he effulgence of His God’s glory”. The Incarnation was thus not a diminishing of deity but an acquiring of manhood and the Saviour’s manhood is permanent3. Though now exalted, He continues to be “God and man” in two distinct natures, confirmed by Scripture generously as 2nd Person in the Trinity of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, forever. Christ, the small Baby Jesus born at around 4 B.C., was entrusted by His Father in heaven to accomplish two massive tasks - i) give new Life by Salvation and ii) execute Judgment at God’s prescribed time, “[t]hat all may honour the Son even as they honour the Father”. The people who rejoiced at the hosts of angels singing “Glory to God on High, Peace on earth, Goodwill4 towards men” were those who had received God’s favour, who stood to His Standard and were intensely moved by the loving familiar jubilations due to the Gift5 given for Salvation e.g. the Shepherds, a small number who never lost hope, saw and heard the angelic choirs with their bright impact and even on the local biota. On a concluding note we celebrate with three prophecies inscribed by Isaiah the prophet and one that encompasses the Lord Jehovah Himself speaking - i) “[I]n Jehovah all my Righteousness and Strength”; ii) “God has proven His power in creation and in history”; iii) “[I] will stand up and show My power and might”. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour during this wonderful Festival season of Christmas where we worship at His feet, honour the Child Jesus and sing His praises, may ask Jesus - also called the King of kings, to save them by Grace.


 


Footnotes





1	It was a a stirring challenge to do what pleased the Lord God all one’s life. Eighteen years of the Lord’s life [barring the twelfth year] Scripture is silent about however we do know that Jesus the 	Saviour lived in the form and shape of an obedient Son, the only Son of Man ever to have fully resisted sin and fulfilled the Law, see [Rev 5:5-6].   


2	Historically, Christ Incarnate, Scriptural confirmation exists and can be traced [Isa 33:10; 45:24; 47:12;48:4; Matt 11:27; Mk 14:62; Lk 1:67ff; Jn 1:1-18, 41; 5:21; 8:16, 58; 2 Cor 4:4; Phil 2:6; Heb 1:3]. 


3	The Saviour is the True Shepherd whose Voice is obeyed, borne by Scripture as multitudes of hosts in heaven that surrounded His throne and sang praises to His name ceaselessly [Rev 5:11-14].


4	Believers ought never be afraid to approach the Omnipresent, Omniscient and Omnipotent God for guidance, fellowship and worship. Christ has been born so that we can be saved and gain 	access to our heavenly Father once more, as we were created to, see [Jn 4:24; 1 Cor 2:13; Ro 1:4; 12:1, 11; Eph 1:3].	


5	The Dayspring has visited us. This was a wonderful phrase of poetry that figuratively referenced Christ the Deliverer who is a Light to those sitting in darkness. The parallelism to the angels 	brightening up the darkened physical hillside and its surrounds is not missed by us at home, see [Lk 1:78-79].			











*Christmas Medley  -  Matt Gilman, Michael Ketterer, Melody Noel, Whitney Media [Official Live Video] © 2017		*Joy of the Whole World  -  His Way Concerts © 2017		


* Joy to the World with Praise  -  The Well Kingsburg [Official Live Video] © 2023				*What Child is This  -  Boyce Avenue © 2022		


*Christmas Eve in Bethlehem  -  Hannah Kerr [Official Live Video] © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the bright Star of prophecy that announced the purpose of the Lord God [“God”] to continue His kindness and save human souls via the birth of His Son at around 4 B.C., who is our Saviour, Jesus Christ, forever. We read from Genesis 3:15; 22:18; Deuteronomy 18:15; 2 Sam 7:8-29; Psalm 132:11; Isaiah 2:4; 7:14; 9:6; 42:1; 54:10; 55:6,10-11; 59:16; 61:1.  Adam - zoologist, landscape architect, father of the human race and made in the image of God, at the period of the beginning ex post his fall and that of Creation, became the object of the Lord’s offer of Salvation going forward through the Seed1 of the woman, as prophesied in Genesis. Moses at around 1446 B.C. wrote of “[H]im whom God sends, listen to the Lord’s prophet [who will be like me] and receive the admonition He brings”. King David wrote of God’s promise for two things - i) a perpetual rule, and; ii) an everlasting royal line2. A distinction to the reign of Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem at around 4 B.C. envisaged His reign of Peace upon the earth would settle all disputes between nations. The Angels sang of the glorious day of God’s Peace. God spoke of the form and shape of the Child in His royal titles - “Wonderful” “Counsellor” “The Mighty God” “The Everlasting Father” “The Prince of Peace”. His peaceful government of Love and Justice would exist forever. Isaiah wrote at around 740 B.C. the Lord of heaven’s3 armies had dedicated Himself to do it!  God’s Chosen One would be a gentle person who encouraged, was just and lived in the truth of God. He would toss aside no-one, but would gently pick up the wounded4, the “burned out“ and the Spiritually bruised. God’s decree of Goodwill towards men was songfully pronounced in praises and angelic worship on the night of Christ’s birth. At this Christmas time we conclude with three facts about Christ and two goads towards obedience - i) the Lord as a Child, grew in stature and in wisdom - we are to learn from Him, His yoke is light; ii) God loved Jesus and at the commencement of His ministry vocally supported His beloved Son [Mtt 3:17]; iii) Jesus our Saviour continually assisted the misfortunate and during season we should try to be just as generous towards the oppressed. Christ the Saviour is the most wonderful Treasure we could ever have found. Fear God, He is the Lord of the Armies of heaven!  ANY PERSON who wishes to know Jesus the Saviour, you need no any extra qualifications, none are precluded from His Salvation or turned away - He accepts you just as you are. Open your heart to Him and by Grace He forgives your sins as you ask.   








Footnotes





1	Scripture expressly intoned the Creation of “seed bearing” was recorded prior to the Oath the Lord who is the Trinity undertook aligned to His mission of victory in saving souls. Biologically, just as 	fertilization took place for a flowering plant, the progeny of the human race was regarded as seed and the seed of Abraham enabled those of the monotheistic “faith” of God perpetuated to create the 	nation of Israel, through whom the Seed of the woman in due season was fertilized by the Holy Spirit so that Jesus Christ, descendant of David’s Throne would continue the kindness of God by 	saving the “lost” and affording many at this point, with opportunity to give their hearts to the Lord and have friendship with the Creator restored. This included all nations, and in fact Isaiah saw Him 	as Judge over all the nations, see [Gen 1:11,26; 3:15; Isa 2:4; 7:14; Ac 2:30]. 


2	The Old Testament Scripture has recorded how God promised to keep His Covenant He entered into with His people, His faithfulness and continuance, traversing the New Covenant agreement on 	Oath with Christ the Saviour, His Son, reflected further in His fulfillment of prophecy for the everlasting royal line, see [2 Sam 7:8-29; Ps 132:11-12].


3	Holiness from a whole-hearted devotion towards God in each believer was an attribute Abba Father’s loving eyes observed. Showing remorse for sin and holding up Salvation as a banner to all the 	nations were actions pleasing to Him, “[C]ome to the Rock [which is Christ the Saviour], He will hide you”, see [Isa 11:10;17:10; 22:12]. 


4	Put away the idolatry. Idolatry is foolish and weak. Scripture says it is like “little children playing king”. Come and obtain real gold and silver from the Lord, that will last into eternity. Wash and rince 	the grime of immorality with God’s Grace and devote yourselves to the One Saviour, Jesus, who has power to save your soul, see [Isa 3:12; 4:2-4]. 





	





According to our faith we wish our Family of Christ and all persons and families a wonderful warm Christmas Season .



























































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law


expertise for today








Graeme and his wife Vel in Part 1.c., submit, in a Word-based reflection of the Lord God’s prophets who worshipped Him and their obedience to prophesy His Plans. We read from 


Genesis 12:1-3; 2 Samuel 7:2; Luke 24:1-12; Psalm 8:1ff; Acts 26:1ff and 26:28-29. We note firstly, that Scriptural confirmations regarding Yahweh’s prophecies abounded; and secondly, the primary biblical averment was that since every victory belonged to God, the prophets’ relevant considerations, oracles, visions and all revelations were unswerving themes of Almighty God’s constant redeeming intention and the approved foreordained birth of bestowed Mercy that would heal the disaffection between sinful man and a holy God. The Lord God who appeared to Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David and the pre- and post- exilic prophets, is the Father of our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ who preceded everything and was by far, irrevocably full of prevailing, dominant and potent authority that saved human souls. Whenever the Lord God sent His prophet, He gave people time to listen and obey. The rendition of Nathan, a prophet hitherto unheard of and less recognized yet living at the time of David the king’s reign, admonished and prophesied of the Lord’s overall greater purpose for David’s life. Ordinarily David struggled to understand the Lord’s bountiful blessings to him and after the prophecy, David came to realize the magnanimous intention of the Lord God to bless more widely and ultimately the entire world, through his line. An astonishing array of prophesies over time, sprung from at least eight wonderful, proficient and skillful prophets who worshipped and served Jehovah with active inspiration and 17 very carefully preserved1 books of the Old Testament - i) that instructed people to follow God; ii) that predicted far ahead to the dangers of the world’s system of blasphemies; iii) the Incarnation of the Saviour - without ever seeing the Saviour. And, to make the point at New Testament level; in a significant turn of events at around 4 B.C. a priest, Zachariah and two prophets advanced in their age, Simeon and Anna saw the Saviour with their own eyes. At around AD 29-31, three of Christ’s disciples, Peter, James and John witnessed at the Transfiguration the appearance of two important prophets who conversed with the Saviour in His brightness and the disciples heard the valid testimony from heavenly Father’s voice, affirming Christ’s status, glory prior to the Crucifiction and the Plan for the disciples in continuance of the ongoing Saving work of Christ. We humans at this pinpoint time in history might yet still witness one2 of the Old Testament prophets in our lifetime who, again, will speak of Christ the Saviour - it is narrowly according to the Lord’s discretionary time - no-one knows the “who” nor the “when’. At around AD 33 onwards, Christ's blessed flock became living witnesses3 to His self-offering message of pardon and forgiveness to ordinary men and women. Scripture set out a brief chronology of salient events led by the Holy Spirit in the books of the New Testament under Peter; John; the 120; Paul to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy and Titus, Philemon; the Hebrews author/s; James; Peter; and John the senescent Apostle - that ran through the time periods - AD 49; AD 51/52; AD 55; AD 57; AD 58/60; AD 61; AD 64; AD 65; AD 66; AD 67; AD 68; AD 70; AD 85; AD 90/95 and that further provided there was no inordinate delay to the Salvation message. ANY PERSON who wishes to come through the open gates of Salvation and know perfect Peace may pray to the Lord God and ask for Jesus Christ’s Salvation and the Lord Jesus will save your soul, by His Grace.   					





Footnotes





1	See [Am 4:13; Mi 1:3; Dt 32:13; Isa 58:14; 2 Sa 22:34; Ps 18:33; Hab 3:19; 2 Ki 17:9; 2 Ki 23:1ff; Rev 3:10; 13:10].  


2	Lord Jesus confirmed that “Elijah” had already come in John the Baptist and that he had been terribly mistreated just as the prophets had predicted. The Lord went on to enquire what His disciples 	thought of the fact that the prophets had predicted the Messiah Himself must suffer and be treated with utter contempt…, see [Mk 9:11-13].


3	The outworking of the prophetic Words that came down from prophets moved along by God’s Holy Spirit translated into actions by the Apostles within the fledgling and developing Church, who 	served wholly the interests of Christ, such as - God’s secret of Christ’s Salvation revealed; the commencement of worship in Spirit and in truth; God’s comfort upon the Church; Christ the treasured 	“Pearl”, loved by the Church; liberty in Jesus; Joy experienced at the universality of the Gospel; songs and hymns as a staple daily worship; young people’s service towards God; persistence in faith 	was practically learned; Ceremonial law was not for the “saved”- the Saviour was; Paul’s revolutionary prayers for the Church; the name of Jesus Christ fully honoured and praised; humility, service 	and praise were sacrifices that pleased Abba Father; Scripture’s final authority was acknowledged; confession and forgiveness were efficacious; Christ’s values and morals reigned; hospitality 	became a genuine format; Christ’s Way brought intentional glory to the Father; the Alpha and Omega gave hope. The prescribed line of New Testament remnant - the Priesthood [Zachariah], 	prophet [Simeon] and prophetess [Anna] responded to the original prophecies of God for the priesthood, that they would be a holy people, a nation of priests, see [Ro 1:5-7; 16:27; 1 Cor 14:15,26;  	2 Cor 1:3-8;Gal 1:5-10; Eph 2:1ff; Phil 3:12; 4:4-10; Col 1:9-19; 1Th 1:1-9; 4:1ff; 2 Th 3:6-14; 1 Tim 1:1ff; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Ti 1:5-9; Ph 1:4-7,25; Hebr 1:5-6,8; Js 1:19; 1 Pe 1:14-25;4:16; 2 Pe 2:3-16].	


	 


 


* O Little Town of Bethlehem - Sarah McLachlan [Official Video] © 2008		* Ave Maria  -  Dajana [Official Music Video] © 2018			 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in Part I.b, humbly read of the worship pertaining to Yahweh’s [“God”] implements for worship and assistance in worship in the Old and New Testament [“OT”, “NT”]. We read from Exodus 35:1-19; Numbers 9:23; Judges 7:15-21; 1 Kings 7:40; Exodus 35; 2 Kings 17:27-29; Romans 12:1; Hebrews 9:25; 13:15 . The first step to receiving guidance from God came from those who worshipped Him; who sought His Face; who fitted their lives into the purposes of God and found refuge in Him. This was done in a variety of ways - i) they worshipped together; ii) no hard work was done during Festival times [reverent devotion and allegiance was first and foremost on their minds and actions]; iii) they gave God something of value - young rams and bulls [for some it was easy if a year provided more rams than ewes, but for other farmers it was a sacrifice indeed if they possessed only a head ram and many ewes] but the Lord provided each time to cover their needs; iv) spending time away from routine work afforded God full deliberation. Gideon’s worship of God found a special place in Scripture and was adequately captured by the fact that once Gideon had accepted God’s Call, he, without a doubt acted upon his convictions and gained success at the hands of the Lord - but not before Gideon learned that the practicality of worship arrangements in the OT was not limited to form or building and it was perfectly acceptable in the sight of God that at special moments humans may worship joyfully in silence - away from the rituals, motions and loud praises of the Tabernacle. Gideon could worship anywhere and that meant so may we who are in Christ, when we change our focus from the struggles of life onto the Saviour who really cares about consistent deportment before God. In order to keep believers from stumbling, the Lord God required a personal unquestioning obedience, steadfast trust and commitment1. In today’s Churches, our implements for worship are distinctively centred on the Son of Man, Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Son of God - stained-glass windows; the emblem of the Cross; pulpits and pews; hymnbooks, baptistries, priestly garments and the Communion Table all belong to Him and He is rendered due honour, all thanksgiving and praises.  Worship that is acceptable could not be possible without the assistance of the Holy Spirit the Lord Jesus advised a certain Samaritan woman at around AD 26, where a most stimulating conversation took place. Early in the discourse the woman had brought up a significant theological2 issue - the leaning view that worship had to be enacted only at the location of Jerusalem. The Saviour corrected her as to - i) the manner in which to worship God; ii) worship was dependant upon the Holy Spirit; iii) the time was fast approaching where it would not matter where we worshipped, but that we tendered worship in Spirit3 and in truth; iv) He offered thirst-quenching Spiritual “Living Water”; v) the woman was cognizant of the promise of Messiah and so was the whole town since they ran to the Saviour for Salvation. We conclude with three Spiritual truths and two warnings - a) we should not always expect our obedience to be what comes naturally/easy, obedience might be a struggle because it may mean giving up something we truly want; b) resorting to paganism is a denial of the life of faith by which one trusts God; c) idolatry was condemned by God’s prophets and by Scripture. ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved must seek God earnestly with all your heart and ask Him for Christ’s Living Water and He will give Salvation to you so that you can worship Him and never thirst again. 


 


Footnotes


1	Scriptures highest inspiration is that we proffer – correct sacrifices of songful praise and glory and a self daily completely given over to God for His good, perfect and pleasing plans. Jesus Christ 	presently appears before God as our Friend, He stands with and stands for us, because He is on our side. This calls for a reciprocal action – our loyalty. The Christian Jews at around AD 68/70 due 	to their witness of the Messiah, considered praise a sacrifice. Their wonderful example of consistent praise drew the believers close to Paul’s illustration, of such liberty that applied to praises “I can 	do anything if Christ has not said no”, see [Ps 4:5; Ro 12:1; Heb 9:25; 13:15].  


2	Scripture set out from the Samaritan woman’s history, their worship in Samaria that had occurred for generations with reverent devotion and allegiance pledged to God from the tiny remnant, in the 	shadow of Abraham who had worshipped God alone and called on His name. It is pertinent that at around 732 B.C. the Assyrian heathen king, steeped in the pagan cult of war, love and the 	sciences, in a ‘resettlement program’ released his citizens from the River Habor down to inhabit Samaria where inter alia he took for himself the name “Samaritans”. He raged a holy war against 	neighbouring nations who refused to avow his sovereignty, his W Semitic tongue or who breached the borders of his land. At the point where he made the decision to jumble up into his vile pagan 	idolatry the pure worship of Jehovah God, the displeasure of God evidenced against him and the king was given into the hands of far stronger kings, whom the Lord had prepared for that day. On 	the other hand, where the Saviour had kindly explained that God expected worship in Spirit and in truth, the Samaritan woman ran and told the whole village “[C]ome and see a Man who told me 	everything about my life, could He be the Messiah!” The Lord Jesus’ Word of Knowledge was causa causans to the whole town’s repentance; in addition to being a tribute to the power of Yahweh’s 	Ceremonial Law in keeping the town and generations before, steadfastly loyal and set apart from pagan worship, see [Ge 12:8; 2 Ki 17:27-29; Ps 4:3; Jer 33; Hos 8:9; Jn 4:1-26].      


3	The Saviour had walked a long distance and His meeting with the woman of Samaria is significant. It pays us to look closely at the core theme addressed by the Saviour. The power of the Lord’s 	Ceremonial Law was purposed in such a way that the Lord God faithfully remembered “justice had been satisfied” and they could approach. Mt. Gerizim - a long ridge of mountains, where the town 	worshipped had thus been the place for countless generational blessings [remnant], who kept Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles - proof that Judah had distastefully written them off. Steadfast 	loyalty is always deeply appreciated by God; and the Saviour acted already in the authoritative role of High Priest in teaching them the vital facts about worship in Spirit and in truth. In order to be 	obedient we need to check are we worshipping our Abba Father in Spirit and in truth, obeying as Abraham and the Saviour did, see [Gen 22:2; 2 Chr 3:1-2; Jn 4:5-6, 26]. 


	


* Manger Throne  -  Phil Wickham © 2023	*Lift High, Emmanuel  -  Gateway Worship  © 2022 	* You Are Holy (Isaiah 6)   -  Richy Clarke [Official Live Video] © 2023
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly submit in Part I.a., details of Yahweh’s [“God”] requirements for worship established in the Old Testament [“OT”] with new stipulations under a New Covenant known as the New Testament [“NT”]. We read from Deuteronymy 5:7; 12:18; 32:18; John 4:35; James 1:12; Revelations 1:3. Yahweh’s Mercy and Perfection evidenced in nature, in heaven and on hearth. His name is made known to the sons of men, His mighty acts and glorious Majesty of pure Ethics and Morals were worshipped and the Psalmist wrote “let all flesh bless His holy name, forever and ever”. Scripture accounted for “true worship”, that it was a service; a labour of the human heart; in reverential fear and adoring awe and wonder.  Both Testaments co-ordinated the scale of importance in worshipping God according to His pattern and in the OT, the Lord God placed intermediaries that adhered to stringent duties and lengthy processes by which to keep His people within the safety of His promissory Covenant of Love. Through sacrifice of provided1 animals, their sins were symbolically taken away, needs met, protection promised and in the result, it was to His Footstool alone His people - and even foreigners, came to worship. Firstly, through God’s Covenant Love at around 1407 B.C. under the leadership of Moses, He guided His people in Ceremonial Law and their structures of faith challenged them into daily worship of God, as first honour. Secondly, the Lord God issued instruction that all sacrifice, offerings, feasts and celebrations were designed to permit the children to worship Him since He placed much emphasis on meaningful family worship. Young mommy’s, Isaiah noted, the Lord Himself led with tenderness since their attention was on tutoring their young ones, however even they worshipped Him as soon as there was an opening. Thirdly, the Lord God loved variety in worship and at His physical Tabernacle and Temple built by Solomon there was much to accompany worship e.g. the sight of beautiful Temple architecture and colourful furnishings e.g. the colours of refracted light such as “gleaming” sky-blues, purples and vermilion, then lighter bronzes, coppers and golds; high quality material; songs of choirs, heart-touching duets and solo instrumentation; the hands that made the sweet smelling 12 daily loaves symbolizing the daily Presence; hands lifted in worship; the delicious aroma of [there is no other way to say it] char, that accompanied roasting and caramelization after approval of the Sacrifice and where the family ate with the Lord, where the smells2 and tastes must have been indescribable. Music touched the emotions deeply - and properly offered e.g. Davidic strings, God’s palpable Wonders were re-called [however, no approval from God if through enticement by silver to “over-compose”]. Symbolic food as essentialia, still is required on the Lord’s Day every week where He Jealously guarded/s His people’s worship3 and we are reminded of the forthright attitude our Saviour exhibited, clearing the Temple of consumerism. Fourthly, our Lord God knew perfection was unattainable therefore He responded to genuine heartfelt calls for help and assisted His worshipping people in the removal of sin forever4. Fifthly, the first outside worshippers of the NT were the three Wise Men from Parthia, who made the intensely practical and correct decision to travel to Bethlehem in order to worship and proffer three expensive items in worship to the new-born Child about whom their ancient documents and maps recorded and who were, in the result a major religious and social influence into aspects of worship that found approval and protection. As our Lord and Saviour, in due Season came to offer Himself, Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross was seen as an act of Purest Worship5. ANY PERSON who wants Jesus Christ’s Salvation, do not demur but ask heavenly Father, the Lord God Almighty in honour of His Son’s Salvation to grant Salvation to you, and He will. When you confess Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that He is - you will be saved.   





Footnotes


1	Animal blood could not remove sin it could only take it out of sight. Jesus came to deal with sin permanently. How then were people forgiven in OT times? Just as they are forgiven today – through 	God’s Grace which they accepted through faith. Christ, said “[O]h God, the blood of bulls and goats cannot satisfy You, so You have made ready this body of mine for me to lay as a sacrifice upon 	Your altar. You were not satisfied with the animal sacrifices slain and burnt before You as offerings for sin. Then I said, See I have come to do Your will to lay down my life just as the Scriptures said 	I would”, see [Ps 40:6-8 composite to Heb 10:5-10]; other related “worship” readings include [Psalm 78:11; 106:13; Isa 40:11; Matthew 2:11; Rev 19:10].


2	Paul spoke of the fragrance of Christ’s love for every believer that it was a sweet offering to the Lord God; and the fragrance of a timeous economical thank offering to Paul [Eph 5:2; Phil 4:18]. 


3	Everytime the believer comes from the Presence of Abba Father, His blessing is upon the believer because it is in our heavenly Father’s nature to give His Children blessings [plural]. Jesus the 	Saviour says that it is just the way His heavenly Father is. Where one reads the book of Revelation, there is a blessing there too, Scripture assures us. We both see it as important for the believer to 	know the events the Lord speaks of. Ask the indwelling Holy Spirit to teach you what the Lord meant, see [Mtt 5:3-11; Jn 12:13; James 1:12; Rev 1:3; 22:14; 22:18-19]. 


4	There is a clear distinction in worship between the OT and NT. Canceling the first system in favour of a far better one meant doing away with the system of sacrifices contained in the Ceremonial 	Law although it did not mean eliminating God’s moral law.  The Ceremonial Law prepared people for Christ’s Incarnation and with Christ’s death and resurrection, ceremony was no longer needed. 	Through Christ we fulfill the moral law as we let Him live in us. There is now no further system to win God’s approval – unless one travels along the avenue whereby His divine Curse is triggered if 	one added to or subtracted from the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ or His Revelational Word, see [Heb 10:9,12].  	


5	Worship from our side is stipulated in God’s New Covenant, with Christ the Lord as its Signee by His blood and in whose Name we are sealed. The Lord God performs His part in our protection as 	we worship Him. Another form of protection in worship encompassed protection from guilt. The Hebrews author/s conclude their chapter with a powerful statement that God will never remember our 	sins. If, in Christ forgiveness is complete, then there is no necessity to continue the former sacrificial system. As believers, we can be confident that our sins – past, present and future have been 	forgiven and forgotten, see [Heb 10:17].
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly traverse the principle of Jesus the Saviour regarding the Kingdom of God “[i]f you cling to your life you will lose it; however if you give up your life for Me then you will save it”. We read from Psalm 36:9; Matthew 1:22f; 2:15; 7:21; 10:30-39; 16:18; 18:17; 25:31-32; Jn 12:24. The New Testament [“NT”] Gospel record of Matthew offers the most systematic arrangement of the Lord’s instruction and Matthew placed particular emphasis on Christ’s fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. In the result his main theme was that in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth the Kingdom of God was already present, albeit - i) but not yet fulfilled; ii) it cannot be earned; iii) it was received by those who recognized it; iv) it was as precious as a rare gem1; v) it excluded any and all competitors for its allegiance vi) the beautiful and glorious Great Commission of the Saviour indicated an interest way beyond the borders of Judaism ex post AD 31 since God’s rule and reign pertained to the entire Universe; vii) it gathered people from every type of society in its offer of new life at the instance of the Life-changing Presence of Lord God Almighty; viii) its primary designation was joyous transformation2 of human life; ix) a person actually entered the Kingdom of God not by a repertoire of correct words but by “[d]oing the will of My Father in heaven”. Matthew acknowledged a special interest in the Church and by the time the Gospel was written it had become the dominant factor prevailing in the lives of Christians - indeed, Matthew’s is the only Gospel to mention “Church”, twice. In addition, Matthew concentrated upon the embued power and authority assigned to God’s only begotten Son, to - i) redeem into Eternal Life, and; ii) final Judgment of mankind that was Scripturally bundled up in the Eschatological Christ’s 2nd Appearance. We turn to the word “Life” and find its Source in the Old Testament, since God is the very Breath of all Life3. He gave Life as a gift from Him to mankind. The word “Life” in the NT simultaneously embraced the idea of Spirituality that emanated from the restored righteous relationship of God to the believer. When the Saviour spoke of giving up one’s life, He firstly meant that if one in any way depended upon the world systems then one would lose everything one possessed; and secondly, heavenly Father exchanged His righteousness for sin, when one’s heart was given over to Christ the Saviour that then triggered Spiritual transformation, as in [non-exhaustive list] - i) the believer prays and connects in a special way with Abba Father; ii) the believer discerns between right and wrong4; iii) Jesus’ Resurrection produced a powerful effect over re-born lives; iv) believers followed God and shared the Gospel of Jesus through all situations especially where no results were evident; v) respect and reverence was built up for Abba Father; the believer became progressively holy in the Lord; vii) the vine became a symbol of productivity for Jesus; viii) God is praised through every situation; ix) believers choose the everlasting over the temporary; x) believers understand God’s Presence; xi) believers learn to love God and obey the kērygmatic message; xii) believers gave glory to God as He asks us to change our life-style and walk along His pathway. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour, His arms are open to welcome you; when you ask for Salvation He will draw you to God's saving Presence.





Footnotes





1	For the believer, the Lord is a gentle Lamb and Saviour who watches over their souls. Jesus prudently advised the believers that it was the heavenly Father who gave each believer to Him, “[a]nd the 	heavenly 	Father is more powerful than anyone else, no-one can take you from me”. Saviour fills our loneliness and desires with Himself and He keeps believers from harm and offers them a friendly 	and comforting hand through trying times, see [Ex 16:2; Jn 10:28-29; 1 Cor 6:12f].  


2	It is the will of God that believers are transformed in order to find meaning in the Saviour’s Grace in daily praise, thanksgiving and worship of God and it is ascertained He is more than willing to 	effect the necessary changes and as the believers’ projects, goals, starting points and motivations were all given over to Him, a long-lasting success evinced so that they drew closer to the Lord 	God. Solomon set about writing a discourse proving how futile it was to depend exclusively upon human effort, and intoned even building construction work was useless if it precluded the Lord 	God Almighty. The king’s carefully constructed treatise of points and recommendations established Ecclesiastes as a book of rare wisdom indeed, e.g. what happens to a kingdom or family who 	forgets the Lord God; what might their foundation resemble sans the Presence of God; the ill-effects of living life in limbo; why it was futile to cling to anything manufactured under covetousness, 	greed, pride, and spite; the toxicity of choosing false philosophies – a life lived without fear of God was proved by Solomon as utterly wasted. Solomon listed two antidotes for the misery of the self-	made life – a) bring back the respect due to God and follow His principles in detail; b) timing, skill and talent were critical in order to effect Spiritual growth and we learn of the king’s own Spiritual 	growth as he drew his own conclusions to stay away from extremism and “fear God”. In a nutshell, enjoy God’s Eternal Life by obedience in love with Him [Eccl 2:4-16; 10:10;11:3-5;7,14;12:13f].


3	God is called the “Fountain of Life” and by Jeremiah the “Fountain of Life-giving Water”, further prophesied by Zechariah as the “Fountain that opened a never ending supply of Mercy for cleansing 	from all sins”. We are encouraged to partake. Isaiah said “[O]h the joys of drinking deeply from the Fountain of Salvation”. Christ the Saviour mitigated that He was the Water of Life that wholly 	satisfied the human soul and those who sought Him found never-ending Life. Ask the Saviour for understanding of His Words [Ps 36:9; 42:1; Isa 12:3; Je 17:13; Zech 13:1; Jn 4:7-14; Rev 22:1,17].


4	One of the results of sin was failure to do the right thing and hence the hiding of one-self from God. And, from God’s side a rift was more pronounced since Scripture furnished a catalogue of 	vices and iniquities He condemned as catastrophic sin - He reproved mankind, cursed the physical cosmos, land and man as He showed His stern displeasure. The inability to change one’s 	nature was the epitome of sin’s liability. But Scripture gives us hope in that righteousness that came through Jesus was exchanged for sin and gave one the ability to do what is right in the sight of 	God. Now your life was saved and due to Jesus the Saviour you continued to choose right over wrong. The Pro-sinaitic c.1500 B.C. translation of “right” meant –  with authority to do, an entry-point to 


	God’s energy, prevented unauthorised entry and provided protection, at a specific place chosen by God at the enactment of obedience, see [Ge 2:25; 4:8; Mtt 7:9; 1 Cor 2:14].   


	 	 		


*  Shepherd  -  Nashville Life Music [feat., Leeland] © 2020	* King of My Heart  -   Austin and Lindsy Adamec  © 2023  	* To God be the Glory  - Worship for Everyone & Mission House   © 2023  	 		
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Graeme and his wife Vel read the impact of the Redeemer Christ’s Grace and Forgiveness at around AD 35 that defined the Church. We read from Matthew 26:26-27; Acts 9:4,22-26; Romans 11:33-36. The traditional Scriptural essentialia of fellowship with God was a desire to please our heavenly Father as in - i) the believers comprehended Him not by self-effort but through His Holy Spirit who revealed His purpose1, thoughts, plans and actions - all confirmed by His Word; ii) through the Holy Spirit the believers may discuss any/all matters with Him and may expect answers to our prayers; iii) Regularity in fellowship pleases the Lord God and fostered is an intimate relationship with Christ the Saviour on the premise of regular thanksgiving and practice of His constant Presence; iv) we may not store up God’s Presence then “cut off” communication with Him and we dare not be self-satisfied; v)  many Old Testament and New Testament [“OT” “NT”] faith-filled men and women consistently called upon Him for His strength; vi) we respectfully invite Him to be a part of our daily interests and live our lives enabled and thrilled by His very Breath [Holy Spirit] - to believe and to obey quickly; vii) if you are running low on Spiritual energy ask yourself how long it is since you have been away from “The Source”; and are you in danger of being cut and thrown on a heap with other dead branches; viii) we are Called to fear Him e.g. Peter’s teachings were based upon God’s foreknowledge of Christ’s position of honour seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven with all angels, hosts and powers of heaven bowing before Him in worship; ix) Jesus the Saviour, the son of Man saw past his present shame to the Coming Glory2 and is the visible tangible complete revelation3 of the invisible God. Jeremiah’s etymology inscribed the necessity for the Laws of God to be written upon the human heart so that obedience could be prompted from within, rather than a law engraved upon a cold stone - a compelling ground upon which to argue for Lord Jesus’ fulfillment of the Law. The Lord Jesus laid a decisive Foundation4 for the Church and is able to unify her and make a place in which to dwell, where she might sing songs of contentment, restoration and victory to Abba Father. It is salient to count upon and give thanksgiving for the ultimate finished works of Jesus Christ as our daily sacrifice - a detail Abba Father’s loving eyes do not miss.  The “new heavenly Jerusalem” awaits us5. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to turn to Jesus the Rock, His gentle Love, Mercy and forgiveness, may ask Him to give you Salvation, give Him your heart and you are most welcomed by God the Lord Almighty to join His heavenly Family consisting of many, many nations. 


  


Footnotes


1	Indwelling, to realign believers with the purposes of Almighty God. Sometimes our radical realignment goes to the heart and soul of our core being. Our nature we think is ours has been gained from 	a world where the things of God the Lord “[D]o not fit in” just as Christ warned His disciples. And, yet He kept and guarded their safety and similarly assists us who have come to believe in Him 	through the words of His Apostles, into a willing daily response to God for our heart changes; or as the old song goes “[F]it us for heaven to live with You there”, see [Jn 17:6-9,12; 19-26].    


2	The world described by Isaiah under Christ’s rule will be a far different world from the one we live in today. There will be no more violence and no more gloom. The new world will be characterized by 	peace, joy and flowing praises to God. Christ’s Peace was a salutation written throughout the majority of Gospel letters sent by the Apostles.  The writings of  the NT were at around AD 48 onwards 	hardly composite since they comprised a local and independent content for which they were originally composed, e.g. Acts was detached from Luke and embarked on a separate but not unimportant 	career of 	its own. Paul’s letters were particularly preserved by communities and/or individuals to whom they were sent and we see evidence of this in Paul’s topical remark that he signed the letter 	“[i]n my own hand” and in Paul’s inclusion of his fellow epistolary labourers in Christ’s Gospel, Silvanus and Timothy where his customary greeting involved no personal encounter with the Church, 	instead Paul realized the significant misapprehension among the members concerning the matter of the ‘parousia’ [Christ’s return], that they called to him for re-dress, see [Isa 29:17-24; Zech 6:13; 	Mtt 26:61; 2 Thessalonians 1; Rev 21:22]. 


3	The person who has Jesus Christ as Lord also has God His Father. The subordination of Jesus to the Father has always been carefully preserved. Calling on the name of the Lord [Yahweh] 	applied now to Jesus. Paul used the expression “Son of God” when speaking of the relationship between Father and His only pre-existent Son, Jesus Christ. Christ was recognized as “God the 	Lord” at a most unusual place – post-resurrection, Upper Room, Thomas’ witness to the risen Christ [Jn 4:26; 6:20; 8:24,28,58;12:38;13:19; 20:28; Ro 8:29; 1 Cor 15:8; Heb 1:10; Rev 17:14].


4	Scripture wisely assures us that a far greater enemy exists than the persecutions of war. And, that is sin. Unfortunately, since the heathen have no point of reference at all in the sight of the 	Most High God who is in charge of everything, everywhere, according to the express purpose of God, Christ’s kingdom concerns itself with the overthrow not of governments but to the overthrow of 	sin - and there the Lord God’s great supply of Mercy and forgiveness has been kept for us in abundance. To this we add, the jurisdiction afforded to believers always comes with a particular purpose 	– one is to petition the Lord God for heathen souls that they might be saved and suffer no harm, see [Jn 3:8]. 


5	After we die our Spirit’s will go straight to heaven; and we have the best authority on this – Christ Himself stated to the man on the cross adjacent to his, “[I]” assure you, you will be with Me in 	Paradise this day”. When we die we will be at home with the Lord Jesus and Paul inscribed “..[v]ery soon, I will be on my way to heaven”. The Hebrews author/s remonstrated “[W]e have come right 	up to countless angels, Mt. Zion, the City of the Living God, the [new] heavenly Jerusalem, the Church and God who is Judge of all, to the Spirit’s of the Redeemed and to Jesus Christ Himself, His 	Grace and His Blood. Paul soteriologically later acknowledged “[I] long to go. . .” [Lk 23:43; Phil 1:23; 2 Tim 4:6; Heb 12:23; Rev 6:9-11;  20:4-6; 2 Cor 5:8].  


			 


* Obey  -  Tiffany Hudson [Official Lyric Video] © 2023		* Lead us in Your Truth  -  Alex Trygstad [feat., Erin Farmer] (Official Lyric Video) © 2023		* Beatitudes  -  TVC Worship [feat., Micah Walley] © 2023	





Let all the nations say “[I]t is the Mercy of the Lord God who reigns”; our heartfelt  gratitude to Him for sending such a marvellous Saviour and we pray for redemption of lost souls..
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Graeme and his wife Vel, under adoption by the Lord’s glory [under which we were saved] present a synopsis with a wider Spiritual theme - the period of the Judges that extended to a kind service to Yahweh from Naomi, Ruth and Boaz.  We read from Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 5:21; 23:6; 25:5-10; Ruth 1:16; 2:3-12; Job 36:33. Jehovah’s Judges’ came to the Bench in Israel from at around 1375 B.C. to 1050 B.C. - seventy-five years ex post Moses’ inscribed law and one hundred and twenty years prior to Isaiah’s prophetic career; and out of necessity where Israel existed through a particularly densely chaotic period that encompassed intra-tribal violence and deepest despair of the worst kind - judicially recorded as, “[a]lmost every standard of the Decalogue was transgressed, since each one acted as a law unto themselves1 of what was wrong or right”. Each dedicated Judge [models of ethical, moral wholeness and zealousness for the punishment of evil] worked a lifetime of tireless service to Jehovah God, assisting internally, externally; following each one’s passing, the eruption of tribal war, personal idolatries and spiritual filthiness from false gods resumed. Each time the people called out to Jehovah for help He raised up a Judge who re-affirmed commitment2 to Jehovah and delivered them with Jehovah’s justice. The land was in disarray with concomitant signs of periodical crop failures, lack of regular rain, poverty, famines and a withering away of ancient collectables such as fig trees and olive groves. Into this scenario came inter alia three characters who remained strong when society around them was crumpling. An Israelite man and his small family traveled from bereft Bethlehem to the high plateaus of Moab’s fertile regions for crops and herds, in order to escape the famine. Ruth, a Moabitess married to one of Naomi’s sons, lost her husband simultaneously as Naomi’s loss of her husband and two sons. Ruth made a clean break from her former land and customs, remained faithful and respectful towards Naomi, her mother-in-law, an Israelite who returned to Bethlehem. Ruth was afforded an opportunity through hard work and unedited honesty in order to survive,  to daily scrape together enough wheat from the left-over grain in the wide open fields of Boaz. Naomi, acting under the Levirate law, opened the way for the nearest kinsman [a relative of her husband] to take Ruth as a wife in order to care for her. A kinsman Redeemer3 was one who volunteerd4 to take full responsibility for his extended family and not leave them in the lurch. Ruth could marry a brother of her late husband however, unfortunately there was no living relative but the sting was removed through the governing law of “gleaning” and  salvation of the “kinsman redeemer”. Boaz [older] showed integrity in his moral standards and honesty in his commitments. Note the information Boaz gave to Ruth via “permissions” and apt to the period of darkness, his protection. Today, synedoche, no matter how devastating one’s current situation looks, hope keeps us with the same perspective as God our Lord since He is able to work in the life of any person He chooses and His blessings are not limited to objects either but are also enjoyed in the highest quality relationship between Him and all those saved, even whole countries - independant of economics, so-called standing or privilege. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour’s Salvation and Grace may ask Jesus to save your soul and when you repent of your sin, He will save you into Eternity.   


 


Footnotes


1	The safeties that kept a society from harm, the Lord God introduced – i) the Sacrificial system for approach; ii) provisions for forgiveness; iii) unity as a principle; iv) the scapegoat mechanism; v)  	laws governing justice and Mercy. With the priesthood neglected and effectively “halted in its tracks”, there was none to guide Spiritually and inevitably inappropriate behaviour and unresolved 	conflicts prevailed due to uncorrected inter-tribal laxities and to such an extent that the in-fighting meant that one entire tribe was wiped out. Their law-making was to  man’s selfish benefit and 	therefore legislative 	standards were set significantly lower than the Mercy and Justice of Jehovah. The priesthood was non-existent since no-one worshipped the Lord Jehovah and predictably a 	strong delusion came with unmentionable discriminations and depravities. This was a dark day for Israel. At least under Joshua’s constraints there was accountability e.g. ex post a significant 	skirmish, a certain soldier disobediently kept the spoils from war and when thoroughly interrogated by none other than Joshua himself, the man said he had buried the loot for himself, admittedly 	“[w]ith the silver of city X, ingots and gold dust buried at a far deeper level than the ordinary loot” . He was dealt with for that. The periods, inbetween servitudes showed an utter lack of restraint with 	tribal immoralities and wicked behaviour that “went too far” - with horrendous results, see [Josh 7:1ff and 22:20; Judg 11:30-31;12:4-6;18:24; 19:1-20:48].     


2	Bestowal of the blessings of God still existed for the faithful e.g. the special appointment of Gideon whom we read was found threshing wheat [albeit secretly] from a good crop and who, amid the 	mess that abounded from the false gods, checked, double-checked and re-checked it was the Lord Jehovah speaking by cleverly appealing to the Creator-side of God, see [Jud 6-8; 8:36-40].


3	The Hebrew word-group for Redeemer was specifically formed to convey the idea of “release on payment of a ransom”. The parable of the Good Samaritan one could say was configured as a 	financial mini-structure to cater for the weakened man in his hour of need, a price paid to save him and keep him. “[F]or the wages of sin is death” Paul stated, so who could deliver humans? 	Yahweh with all His 	effort stretched forth His right arm – and at an exhorbitant cost to Himself, as an act of Love, redeemed. Our God of Love, our God The Terror. The New Testament word 	“Redeemer”, was so rare that it appeared a mere ten times. Deliverance on payment of a price with effort - the atoning and painful death of the Saviour through His blood. The saved, show we are 	God the Lord’s men, no longer caught up in the bondage from which we were released, “[S]tand fast in the liberty Christ with effort, procured for us” [Mk 10:45; Jn 8:34; Ro 3:24ff; 6:17;1 Cor 6:19f; 	7:22; Gal 3:13; 5:1; Eph 1:7; Heb 9:15]. 


4	Boaz cleverly presented his case to the relative. Firstly, he brought in new information not yet mentioned – that Naomi’s husband still had some property in the area and it was now up for sale; 	secondly, as the nearest relative, this man had first right of land purchase, which he agreed to until Boaz referenced a particular portion of Levitical law that provided for marriage with Ruth, 	mentioned only because Ruth’s late husband probably still had rights to the property; however under such a stipulation, the relative stepped back, potentially in that he did not envisage a dilution of 	his own family rights. The way was now clear for Boaz to support and care for Ruth, see [Ru 3:10-12; 18-4:3]. 


The Cross has Spoken  -  Songs from the Soil (ft., Lucy Grimble and Marc James) [Official Live Video] © 2023
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Graeme and his wife Vel, contemplate the doctrine of Scripture that inscribed “[w]isdom is the mind of God revealed to His Children” with enablement to live a Godly life. We read from Deuteronomy 34:9; 1 Kings 3:9,12; 2 Samuel 14:2; Job 12:13ff; Psalm 136:5; Proverbs 1:20,22-28; 2:3-6; Isaiah 11:1ff; John 14:4-6; 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30; Colossians 1:15. Wisdom in its fullest sense belongs to God alone, since He not only pervades every realm of life but “irresistably fulfilled what He had in mind for mankind” and the authority was confirmed in Revelations. As early as Noah and 1450 B.C. for Moses, a prominent lawmaker, it was quickly ascertained one may not approach God frivolously but in fear, cognizant that the connecting bridge was - humility. Prior to and during the reign of the Monarchies at around 1050 B.C. a truly special class of men and women developed and by the time of Jeremiah at around 627 B.C. they had taken their place beside the great prophets and priests known for wisdom, religious and social influence1. Kings and leaders who reigned under the yoke of official dutydom were in special need of wisdom since at all times they were required to act justly and impartially. A clear view of Yahweh’s beautiful attributes of wisdom were published by David and the musical composers of Psalms who sang praises2 to His wonder and deeds. In the New Testament, Jesus the Saviour’s wisdom was recounted from many Scriptural instances at around AD 26 to AD 95 and we read of a few e.g. the cocks crow warning3 for Peter; the wisdom of compliance; wisdom for the “unforeseen” eventuality, and; Father in heaven’s wisdom regarding the revelation of His truth4. Our Saviour was called by many names. “Wonderful Counsellor” meant His advice was “amazingly successful”. Nehemiah, sorted through broken walls and broken lives5 to a wise conclusion and his Scriptural autobiography sought God’s help - “[R]emember me with kindness”. The power to follow Jesus the Saviour emanates from the assurance of Who He is. Our concluding phrases are that the Spirit of God is more powerful than he that is in the world and that people in the world have no wisdom akin to the wisdom of God that is far-reaching even into Eternity. The quagmire of pagan wisdom was doomed6 to failure, as Jehovah’s prophets7 frequently pointed out.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour Jesus, must know that our heavenly Father is not willing that any soul should perish and that any person who calls upon the name of Jesus Christ will certainly receive Salvation.  





Footnotes





1	To name but a few -  Ruth, Boaz, Nathan, Johnathan, Hezekiah, Josiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, Abishai, Asahel, Mordecai and Esther, see [Ru 2:10-12; 1 Sam 18:1-4; 2 Sam 2:18-23:19; 1 Ki 1:11-14; 	15:24-22:50;  2 Ki 22:1-2; 2 Chr 31:20-21; Esther 3:2; Neh 13:31].


2	Thanksgiving gave David vitality in his Spiritual Life evidenced in his songs of praise. He sang of - the rock, my fortress, refuge, shield, Salvation, High Tower and Light and of God as - saving, 	worthy of praise, hearing, wrathful, rescuing, rewarding, seeing, Merciful, revealing, powerful, strong, perfect, true, shielding, giving, gentle, preserving and Living, 	see [Ps 22 in its entirety]. 


3	Saviour’s pre-Crucifiction prophecy to Peter was that thrice at “cocks crow” Peter would denounce Him. In the High Priest’s courtyard that took place. The reference to “cocks crow” is an interesting 	word in the literalistic minutiae at around AD 31. It is Roman time and not Hebrew nor Aramaic since Jewish time would have been “the third watch”. Our Saviour very wisely gave His disciples an 	inkling of who was behind the brutality - Caesar Rome; and the disciples - including a remorseful Peter scattered as the Saviour knew they would. Further displays of wisdom were portrayed in 	Christ’s render of His and Peter’s tax [most kind, since Peter was a married man with added responsibilities]; preparation for an extra eventuality should wedding celebrations swing into dusk 	through a late arrival by the Bridegroom, sic; notwithstanding there are two kinds of people mentioned by the Saviour – the “wise”, arrogant in their own knowledge – and the “children”, those humbly 	open to receive the truth from our heavenly Father’s Word [Mtt 11:25; 17:24-27; 25:2; Lk 22:34].  


4	Does it ever seem that wisdom is difficult to pinpoint? We are called to really search hard for it and there are two ways one can respond. Firstly, God can only be found today through Jesus Christ 	the Saviour who died for you. Secondly, under the heading “Christ is greater than	the Old Testament Priesthood”, the author/s to Hebrews encouraged “[S]o let us come boldly into the very Throne-	room of God and stay there to receive His Mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need”, see [Heb 4:16].	      


5	Ezra on a cold and rainy day gathered together God’s people and secured concursus for devotion to God’s work. A wall had to be built because Babylon had struck it down. The problem with 	Babylon was their twisted monopolies. They lured nations deceitfully by pretending to be a “protector” in a partnership. Due to their wealth they proffered all sorts of gifts and prosperities and the 	nations fell for it because in a partnership “[e]ach one has to bring something to the table”. Sometime in the period however, Babylon started depleting the lured nations whose leaders could only 	stand helplessly by while Babylon ransacked their land, livestock and goods due to the fact they had ‘signed in’. Nehemiah was sent approx 70 years ex post  Persia’s victory over Babylon and he 	arrived at the doorstep of a city decrepid with demolished walls, collapsed pipes, deformed pipes, blockages, accumulation of standing water, a vanquished Temple and all other related maraudings 	and confusions. And yet, in wisdom Nehemiah turned to the Lord God, trusted, waited and at the signal of God,went to work to clear the debris, survey, gather material then build [Neh 2:4;13:31].    


6	The first weakness being the “bowing and scraping” before the rich to trick them of their money and further, the unsubstantiated tales, offensive artwork and ludicrous stupidities of apocryphal 	writings [not even a Scriptural word] all seen for the sham they were, none of which has ever saved a single soul, least of all pulled a desperate soul out of harms way, see [Jn 3:16; Rev 18:4; 19:5].   


7	On the one hand, He was aghast at man’s sinful inclination to please only himself and possessing no true qualities to save; Yahweh, on the other hand, stayed faithful and “bought back” mankind 	with His right arm of strength; and from that point many have successfully piloted a course for their lives using the wisdom that is Jesus Christ [Isa 9:6; 53:1ff; Lk 2:52].	    	


	 


	 


Jesus Is  -  Leanna Crawford [Official Music Video] © 2023
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Graeme and his wife Vel furnish a synthesis of the highlights of 1 Corinthians as taught by Paul the Apostle. “[A] person’s willingness to know and practice God’s Word will have an effect on how God uses you”. We read from Genesis 19:16,29; Ezra 7:10; Mark 4:2,4,9,21-24; Acts 18:24; 19:1; 1 Corinthians 1:12ff; Colossians 2:15. In the large and diverse Church of Corinth at around AD 53, there was as yet no written New Testament that the believers could depend on for the preaching and teaching of Spiritual insight into the meaning of the Old Testament, the teachings came via different preachers. Some followed Paul who had been the Church’s founder; some who had heard Peter speak in Jerusalem followed him; and others listened only to Apollos, an eloquent and popular preacher who had a dynamic ministry within Corinth. The preachers were at-one-ment in their message about Christ, although their personalities attracted differing opinion1.  We should have the same commitment to do what is right. Faith is doing what God wants and trusting Him to work out the results2. Paul realized that just because he was valuable to the Saviour, he was not exempt from troubles. The Church needed guidance; and the real test of Paul’s value was in how he held up under the wear and tear [and sometimes abuse] of everyday life. Those who stand up for Jesus the Saviour in spite of their troubles truly have lasting value. Scripture tells us that clinging to an idea of popularity preachers could cause one to forfeit the best from Christ, both in this world and the next. At times we do not know or understand why we must be obedient. Abraham’s nephew was seized by the hand and rushed to safety by the Lord’s angel because he hesitated  to obey - his hesitation sprang ultimately from a coil of false attractions derived from the pleasures of his culture du jour.  Godly people can often affect others for good. Abraham prayed for his nephew and God showed him Mercy. What happens when we don’t understand ourselves? God’s understanding is unlimited and therefore He understands us more fully than we do ourselves. He understands perfectly under no arbitrariness or prejudice. If we strive to be more and more like God in His character, learn more about Him by reading His Scriptures we will begin to better understand ourselves. This is vitally important as Satan would try to strip people of their personality. When we trust God He will use our skills and strength in ways far greater than we can imagine3. Jesus understands our struggles because He was the Son of Man. And, because He is fully God, He came to be Saviour that set us free from the power and penalty of sin and He is well able to release us from the grip of sin. His name is Emmanuel - with us is our God and He literally is among us, everyday in the life of His believers. In gaining Spiritual understanding, the Lord used parables to explain deeper Spiritual truths and this method compelled His followers to think hard about the next time they used morals and ethics. The deeper kind of listening with the mind and heart was advocated by the Saviour who truly wanted us to learn and grow.  Paul admonished the Corinthians by saying no one person had the tract on Christ the Saviour. Lord Jesus’ words were for honest followers who loved Him and loved one another, without projecting a “mixed up term with little meaning”. God reveals the truth to those who will act on it. The point is, the Light of God’s truth is not some secret dished out exclusively to “the deserving” and not to the others. God takes great care to be impartial and scrupulously fair. Our understanding is imperfect. We may not see or even use all of Christ’s truth at this point but as we consider and act upon the teachings of the Saviour, God promises we will see more of the truth. The truth is clear but our ability to grasp it is not always sharpened. He will increase our understanding if we ask Him genuinely. In conclusion, two Spiritual truths and one metaphor - i) After Paul’s memorable conversion, he realized it was not a commensurate life God sought but one where Christ’s Life was exalted, and; ii) Paul excelled at teaching about “the bond that bound no more”; iii) Paul gained his worth from who Christ is; and not from his past.  ANY PERSON who calls upon Christ for Salvation will be delivered from sin’s power, the hidden things of shame and adopted into Christ’s family. Repent of sin and ask for Salvation, and He will save you.   


 


Footnotes





1	Many categories exist for the definition of “divided” - anything from teams, personal choice, class distinctions [which is frowned upon by Almighty God] money, law, 	directorates , floor area, markets, 	customers, airlines and many more. On the horizon Paul saw an uncalled for dose of “self-importance” appearing and he immediately set about to place Christ the Saviour at the apex of all 	teachings, thoughts and opinion. By mentioning Jesus Christ just under twelve times in the first few verses he made it clear that all preachers and teachers should emphasize “the message is more 	important than the messenger” and the message was a plea for unity, [1 Cor 1:12ff].


2	When God is in control, do we still need to act? It is hard to understand how both can be true simultaneously and yet they are. Possibly it is because God our Saviour chooses to work through 	willing hearts who want to act for Him. We should pray as if all depended on God and act as if all depended on us and then further, avoid the two extremes – doing nothing and/or feeling that we must 	do it all. 


3	What should be seen in the Church is - i) the kingdom of God; ii) the Redeemer. Our identity is in the Redeemer, out of whose hands no-one and no creature can pluck us. Paul believed that current 	faith and practise were “already-but-not-yet-redemption”. We ask God to use our willing hearts together as a couple everyday, so that the glory can go to 	Him, see [Ps 147:10]. 	 


	 





For All to See  -  Grace City Music © 2023
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Graeme and his wife Vel summarise our reflections of the Scriptures that rendered “[t]he glory belongs to God the Lord”, sometimes with physical phenomena. We read from Exodus 3:5; 13:21; 30:33; Joshua 5:15; 1 Kings 8:41-46; Isa 4:2-4; Ezekiel 11:1-28; 44:15; John 12:2-7; 14:2; Romans 15:6,17; 2 Cor 4:15; 2 Jn 10. The starting point is the extra-ordinary meaning Scripture assigned to glory, seen as a “heaviness” a “weighty worth”, “honour” and “rare worth”. In Revelation it was recorded millions of heavenly Father’s hosts of heaven sing to His and the slain Lamb’s glory.  The glory was contextually seen in architectural instruction such as in the Temple at around 960 B.C. to 586 B.C. where two Pillars1 were constructed ante the Temple that brought a reminder of Lord God’s Plan. General categories of God’s glory were supported by an avalanche of evidence - i) in Creation; ii) in all the Lord God’s portensions; iii) a remaining faithful brought glory to God e.g. Zadok the priest was an enormous blessing2; iv) the breathtaking majesty of Ezekiel’s glorious vision that today lifts believers with an excited glimpse into what a perfectly, detailed God we will serve, love and exist with for eternity; v) the King of Glory, Commander of the Lord’s heavenly armies - the Lord’s unique human pattern in the unblemished Redeemer who’s strength lay in humility and trust in God’s intrinsic values; vi) the intervention of Jesus the Redeemer at around 4 B.C. into the history of mankind for Salvation purposes commenced with pronouncement “[T]he Kingdom of God is at hand”; vii) a canopy of glory continually existed over those who loved the King of Glory; viii) Christ Jesus inscribed from His Galilean days the warmer, friendlier instructions for God’s Children of Light who continue to bring God glory; ix) the Crucifiction - where the Redeemer was sent with one purpose -“even the score”; x) at God the Lord’s Call, all peoples of the earth will hear His great name and give “the First and the Last, Lord Almighty” all the glory; xi) the wonder and glory of Grace in the conquest of sin3; xii) the glory of the kērygmatic onus [identifying with the Spiritually needy]4 and Abba Father’s “Praying House”, His ever-praying family with reciprocal responsibility who glorified Him into eternity. Other categories of glory are - i) Peter, James, John, Stephen and Paul saw Christ who glittered with brightness and glory; ii) Isaiah and John the senescent Apostle’s view of the glory of the anti-phonal singing of the hosts of heaven; iii) Isaiah, prophet to the plan of God that both all nations would celebrate the overthrow of evil, saw God’s glory exalted and holy; iv) the glorious songs that lit up the night-sky landscape at the time of Christ’s birth; v) Ezekiel’s glorious message to the difficult and ungrateful that was preceded by what appeared as a blazing rainbow of bronze, gold and red fire from the waist up, of a Man; vi) the glory of God’s powerful voice that can strip a forest bare of trees 130 ft high and 30 feet in circumference, His sunrises, sunsets, earthquakes, volcanoes, thunders, lightning, foliage and spectacular landscapes; vii) God’s Eternal glory, where the tables are turned and a great gulf separates them whose luxury comes to a sudden halt - from those who were not deceived at all by temporary benefits; viii) the fading glory of mankind; ix) the Church gives God glory in our thanksgiving and praises. To sum up the situation, all Scripture is written for the glory of God and effects transformation in hearts that apply it and this brings glory to God. The hosts of heaven in Revelations sang - all wealth, honour, power, splendour, knowledge, wisdom, thanksgiving and all praise belongs to the “[F]irst and the Last, Who was, is and is to come”5. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Lord and Saviour, eternal peace is within your reach, it is still open for all mankind and nations to be reconciled to God by the Lamb’s Salvation. Pray to Lord Jesus to save you, He will.   


 


Footnotes





1	Briefly, the two Pillars [about 100 feet high] with elaborately ornamented capitals were named “Jachin” [Yahweh] and “Boaz” [Redeemer]. The Porch was visible in Solomon’s Temple and in 	Ezekiel’s vision. The whole conflation pertained to a root word meaning “to set in order, arrange”. Therefore the purpose of God the Lord was two-fold – a) Yahweh’s Throne will be established here 	on earth; b) in the strength of the Redeemer [Boaz] will the King rejoice. Scripture supports the analysis with reference to the Lord Jesus at around AD 30 who displayed humility riding into 	Jerusalem on a colt with awareness the Redeemer has been sent to secure the victory - the Redeemer came to even the score with Salvation, see [1 Ki 6:3; 8:10f; Ezek 40; Mtt 21:9].


2	The Spiritually sensitive Priesthood were called into the long-term “Spiritual building trade”. Zadok served as priest in David’s court and one who had guard-duty over the Ark. A relevant office was 	given to Zadok by Solomon who appreciated the loyalty Zadok showed his father - the role of High Priest on the ground he was “innocent of apostasy under the Monarchy”. In the 2nd Temple the 	Zadokites retained continual office and interestingly the Qumran community remained loyal to the Zadokite priesthood, see  [2 Sam 8:17; 1 Ki 2:35; Ezek 44:15ff].


3	Stop and think for a moment what would happen if God the Saviour gave you what you deserved, see [Ro 6:1ff; 1 Cor 6:11; Eph 5:26; Heb 12:28]. 


4	In this case,  it is the Lord who takes each soul that called upon His name  - out of harm’s way into safety. What are the grounds the Lord of the Harvest sets out with respect to our prayers for the 	unsaved. 	Firstly, He is the Creator and we humans were once attached to Him; secondly, He told Jeremiah He wanted His people to return so that they suffered no harm. Thirdly, He knows that 	eternity is avery long time to be without Him. Fourthly, the Lord God knows how much His people would lose without Him and has thus revealed His desire that all nations worship Him and the 	Church should pray. The un-Philonic Paul stated “[I] will gladly undergo sufferings in order to see them saved”. Citations are drawn from Zechariah [OT] and Paul [NT], see [Jer 2:11; Zech 1:5-6; 2 	Tim 3:12]  


5	The  Church reflects God’s glory - as opposed to the fading glory of mankind, pronounced by the written Word – which in our modern language meant a decline into “broken masts, useless tackle and 	sails that hang loose”. Commemorate regularly the Redeemer’s broken body and shed blood, it is the onus on the Church, see [Mtt 26:28; Lk 10;2; Jn 4:35]. 	  





* You’re Mine  -  Simple Grace [Official Video] © 2023		 * Behold Our God  -  Fountainview Academy © 2023		* My Redeemer Lives!  -  Hillsong, Shout to the Lord 2, Reuben Morgan © 1998   		 	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, according to the reflections of our faith, provide excursus of the process by which Cephas/Peter at around AD 62-64 encouraged the flock to worship. We read from 1 Chronicles 23:1f; Matthew 16:16; Romans 8:29; Galatians 4:19; Philippians 3:21; 1 Peter 2:10; 1 John 3:2; Revelations 20:11 Peter, a rational, elected [pre-destined] servant of the Lord Jesus was greatly instrumental in the saints’ overcoming and growth of the Church.  Peter called for mature saints, saying they should long for spiritual nourishment and pay scarce attention to worldly assurances of recognition, fun, money, success. Spiritual nourishment came via worship of Jehovah and had nexus to His far reaching purposes in three respects - i) it was a requirement of one’s daily pilgrimage; ii) it was linked to Lord God’s purpose for heart transformation1 by Christ the Life-giving Spirit2 ; iii) Christ in continuity effected liberty from the law; and with might and power will finally at pronouncement of God, fill His Children with Himself. The Lord had not under-calculated. His Priests of the Old Testament [“OT”] era were meant to afford us historical context, since they were firstly, separate from the High Priest - who alone wore the special vestments3; secondly, they were the Lord’s officials at minister and representative level, serving between the people and God; thirdly, they were a thoughtful type who cherished worshipful action and who expected nothing in return for their devotion to Jehovah’s service; fourthly, it was a regular occurrence their careful preparation before worship; and fifthly, they proved reliable, trustworthy and taught Yahweh’s people how to pray and draw near to Him in worship4. Theirs was a life of separateness, worthy of God’s high Calling and they worshipped Him all day. They polished and used their talents in an orderly and appropriate manner for God’s glory. There was no personal wealth since wealth was fairly apportioned to Temple matters central for the caring for widows, the poor and the elderly. A promise of God the Lord opened the New Testament with a righteous King who taught with honesty5 all around him and held the kingdom of God up in its prominence. His would be the glorious, awe-inspiring majesty and His people would be called “a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people separated6 unto God the King” who would reflect in their lives Christ the Son of God in glory to the Great honour of God our heavenly Father. In conclusion, two truths of Scripture and one reality for today’s Children of God - i) forgiveness is an appropriate preparation for worship; ii) Our Lord God wants us to be special, holy and polished7 - not a rough approximation. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept the Lord God’s Gospel invitation by Grace may ask for forgiveness from sin and be given Salvation from Christ the Lord and He will save you.  





Footnotes





1	A craftsman takes a jewel and chips away a rough edge, minimizes its faults, polishes it and places it in a setting that fully displays the worth of  the gem. The Lord God chips away at the body of 	believers and says “[y]ou are called My Jewel” – and He will not stop until the Church reflects the perfection of Christ. The point is, in the modern Church age, the Lord has authority over each saint 	and only the situations He deems necessary may work on hearts in the transformation Plan He set out. Paul put it this way “[W]e’re being transformed from glory to glory” see [Mal 3:17; 2 Cor 3:18; 	Phil 3:21].  


2	At the point at around AD 31 where Christ stood in His “newly formed existence” a blessing was sent to His future Church. The 120 core of the new Church, upon reception of His Spirit would 


	s-l-o-w-l-y commence reflection of His glory. At the prescribed time, He would with might and power change old bodies faithful to Him, into Resurrection bodies and simultaneously He would conquer 	all else, everywhere, see [1 Cor 13:12; 15:45; 2 Cor 3:17; 1 Pe 1:15-16; 2:5-9; Rev 20:4-6,11].   


3	Today, the Lord God asks the royal priesthood who are believers/Church, to live up to the model that Jesus the Lord set in demystifying service, for He was a “servant and He served” Almighty God. 	We are asked to maintain an attitude of serving; build our lives around worship of heavenly Father; develop a crucial awareness of His Presence, and; thank Him for His interest and involvement in 	our lives. This is what the OT priests accomplished when God’s Spirit came upon them and it echoes over the Grace period of Jesus Christ with lessons for our learning such as – i) we should not 	reflect or worry about weekly problems when we worship; we should approach the Lord God with earnest prayer requests, not pray about “whatever comes to your mind”; the words we sing we must 	meditate on with proper thoughts; careful preparation for worship pleases our Abba Father, see [1 Chr 9;22; Mtt 3:3; Jn 14:2; Eph 4:12; 1 Cor 14:40; 1 Pe 1:13].  


4	As Priest, the Lord Jesus at AD 26 welcomed all people to Him and many ran to Him with their problems, such as – perils; questions; sicknesses; life’s difficulties; needs; failures; family troubles; 	victories; 	disappointments and even bereavements. As High Priest our Saviour has sprinkled His blood over the Mercy Seat of Lord God Almighty to cleanse us forever, see in seriatim [Mtt 8:25; 	24:3; Mk 1:30; 6:35,36; 10:51; 9:28; Lk 5:5; 9:38; 10:17; 24:18; Jn 11:21]. 


5	Distinguished from what transpired at a place by the nomen Kibroth-Hattaavah [the “aa” spelling in Hebrew meaning “they angered God the Lord”]. After a day’s journey NE from the wilderness of 	Sinai, Scripture set forth the grounds where the Children of Israel came under the prescription of Jehovah. They continually complained there was no meat and when Jehovah provided quail - they  	refused to eat it and became subject to a withdrawal of God’s blessing when a plague was causa causans to many fatalities, which Scripture noted as including their finest young men. These events 	were herald of a much larger doom in general down the centuries, where the rejection of Yahweh’s Plans brought about ruin, darkness, difficult agriculture, flimsy peace, hail, evil associations, 	carnal appetites, childish plans, wasting away, burdens, distress, guilt and a dictator’s reign was shortened by an unusually heavy snow season - meaning God the Almighty had prescribed precisely 	where and when every man would be or cease to be [Nu 11:31-34; cf  Ps 78:26-33]. 


6	Paul, himself a royal Priesthood, separated unto God, discerned, recognized ‘unholy fire’ and dealt victoriously with sorcery, superstition, occult and money-making rackets. He thus proved that the 	Gospel of Jesus was unrelated to demonic activities in that truth and evil do not mix - since truth is not driven by aggrandisement or money, see [Ac 13:9-12; 16:16-18; 19:13-20; 20:33].


7	Being Christian does not “solve all problems”. Paul, performed the priestly work of Christ and served the people of Ephesus with ‘tears, joys and difficulties”, yet never gave up, see [Ac 20:13-22].


King for us Slain  -  Hillsong,  from the album “Aftermath” © 2010
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part II offer salient comments regarding the Lord God’s warnings issued at appointed times, where His people had opportunity to “hear”, “understand” and “apply” His messages sent to them. Scripture stated that God Jehovah had provided. We read from Psalm 135:15-18; Dan 2:22-23; Hosea 6:3; Amos 3:12; Matthew 15:12-16; Acts 17:20-29; Romans 8:5-17; 1 Cor 12:16-17; Scripture metaphorically categorised “ears and “hearing” as a semi-independent function from the body, its root word found in - “to pay pointed attention to”; and paralleled were other monotheistic semitic languages whose verbs were “to give heed to”1; and “to hear with external lobe”. The analogy of ‘open ears’ meant that as God revealed more knowledge of Himself, anyone earnestly seeking Him would gain a far richer understanding of Him. To the extent of ‘dullness of hearing’, the Psalmist related that “[t]he senseless2 man does not know and fools do not understand”. The Saviour’s remark to His disciples when they did not understand His Spiritualisations, was crisp “[a]re you still so dull?”3, seeing that faith comes from hearing the Word of God. Genuine followers of Jesus Christ are Called to personally know God; interpret the times; seek the Lord God more; be quick to hear4 and maintain the ability to “hear”. A “hearer” was one whose ear the Lord God had pierced since sacrifice and offering He neither desired nor required, only obedience. “[A]ll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”  which meant, that, everything out-breathed by God “given and filled and ruled by the Spirit of God”, received by the believer became prosperous due to the fact it came from God the Saviour, was trustworthy in its unchanging structure. At around 627 B.C. to 586 B.C. before exile, the heart of the discerning sought5 out the Lord God and chose to recognize God’s rulership power, listened to His will, worshipped Him alone and as relationship with Yahweh was fostered and the comforts of this life took second place, their characters changed. The position today is such that “Sow for yourselves righteousness and reap the fruit6 of unfailing Love”. We are encouraged by what is written “As surely as the sun rises; He will appear; He will come to us like the Spring rains that water the earth.” The ears of the Lord “hear” us everytime we pray, praise, give thanks and worship Him on His holy Hill, Mt. Zion7, the Throne of the Eternal God, high and glorious is our refuge; and Daniel at around 553 B.C. held a quiet conviction that God’s “light” empowered willing people wherever they were situated. The concluding Scriptural guidance is that God the Lord gives us three wise wisdom pearls but in only one instance is there mention of two members of the created human body, used for instruction - the other two pearls are instructions upon which to adhere - i) like an earring of gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear; ii) ears that hear and eyes that see, the Lord has made them both; iii) Precious is the man who listens to me, watching daily at My doors, waiting at My doorway. ANY PERSON who wishes God the Lord’s good favour to break in on your life must receive Salvation from Jesus Christ by repenting of your sins. Lord Jesus saves you when you ask Him.    





Footnotes


1	Listening is hard work. It involves our mind, body, senses - and obedience must follow. A central theme in the book of Hebrews asserted Christ is infinitely greater than all other means proposed to 	God and His message is the most important. In the Old Testament, the messages from prophet or angel always proved true and people were even punished for disobeying them. What makes us 	think we can be indifferent to the great message of Christ’s Salvation that was announced by none other than the Lord Jesus Himself. The author/s advised - listen very carefully to the truths of the 	book so that you do not have to experience the ramifications of drifting away, see [Heb 2:1-3].       


2	Isaiah at around 750 B.C. had insight into the impact of foolishness on the lives of those who refused to hear - i) instead of a fragrance there will be a stench; in place of a sash, a rope; well-dressed 	hair will be replaced by baldness; fine clothing by sackcloth; and beauty replaced by branding, see [Isa 3:24]. 


3	The Saviour wanted His disciples [whose message became very public] to never lack keen perception, remain vivid, sharp and bright especially when it came to being holy on the inside. He wanted 	them to note what the prophets had prophesied about Him - later deliberately referenced by Paul, John, Peter, James, Matthew, Mark , Luke [Mtt 15:16; Mk 1:16-20; Ac 3:12-25; Js 5:10].  


4	Scripture specified the opposite of a calloused heart was one who willingly “heard” the Word of God and decided in a swift mind resolution that changes had to be made in their life. The Holy Spirit 	gave assistance in their pilgrimage of attainment to Christ and Paul at around AD 55 and AD 57 considered in the flow of submission, God’s Spirit interceded with words inexpressible that brought 	Christ’s palpable love, peace, Mercy and atonement, see [Ro 8:1-17; 1 Cor 12:14-26; 13:1ff; 14:1ff]. 	


5	Humans sin because it is an attitude of the heart, intoned by Scripture as the most deceitful thing there is, clarified by Lord God as to the reason why humans sin – the human heart has inclined to sin 	from the very day we were born and the sins we excuse are the very ones that give us trouble. Lord Jesus observed the Lord God’s purposes, clung to His faithful Heavenly Father; knew a 	Mother’s joy, an aunt’s reliability, the family’s heart, stepfamilies and the benefits of continued prayer for them. The joy of the matter is that through Jesus Christ, every person has a choice to be set 	free from sin’s grip. When temptation comes your way, the Perfect One, the Lamb of God will assist you because He overcame Satanic wiles, every temptation known to man plus he had an 	abnormal aptitude for religious debate  and knew the Institutional leaders’ thoughts and selfish motivations. The believer’s every question regarding sin and temptation will be answered and strength 	will come, see [1 Ki 11:9-10; Ps 139:23; Jer 17:10; Lk 7:35; Js 5:16,20; 1 Jn 1:9; 1 Jn 3:5].  	 


6	Seek Him with all your heart, love Him, trust in Him, return to Him with all your heart and the Lord God says “[t]hen you will find Me.” Enjoy the fruit of Abba Father’s unfailing Love - eat as much as 	you want of the fruit. The Lord thinks His Children of Light are adorable. There is plenty of God’s Love provided and plenty to share. Look to His Love, see [Deut 4:29; Ps 105:4]. 


7	The threefold duty – “[I] will lift up the Cup of Salvation and call upon the name of the Lord [valid name, relationship]; I will hold onto righteousness, guard it well, its my life [instruction]; I will go to the 	Lord for strength [divine strength]; I will put the Lord’s money to work until He returns [opportunity and time bar]; I will drink from the well of the Water of Life [free Gift]; I will keep to the pattern 	demonstrated by Jesus and do as the Saviour instructed [relationship], see [Ps 65:2; 116:13; Pr 4:13; Isa 27:5; Lk 19:13; Rev 22:17].  
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part I, expound on the subject of the Lord God’s warnings issued at appointed times in and over the lives of His servants in line with His purposes, predominately in deliverance, for Salvation or divine concern at breach of Covenant. We read from Job 40:1-6; Psalm 90:2; Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; Matthew 3:7-9; 24:36-51; Mark 4:1-11; 12:22,42-44, 51, 56; John 1:29-31; 4:1-14. Time, as properly canvassed in the Old Testament was presented as a measurable period during which an action or condition that either existed or continued. Present time - Scripture clarified mankind was allotted but a short time-span in which to live and practice righteousness. There is further record of remote or lengthy times e.g. the most beautiful reference is attributed to the Lord God, absent of temporal limits whose existence is Eternal therefore He alone is able to do whatever He decided [regardless of man’s protestations] to do what was good, just and in Grace1 He chose to extend His Salvation towards all nations with an affectionate eye on the needy.  In addition, mankind had no knowledge of his time since it was held in the hands of the Lord God. In the Scriptural system of measuring time, the Covenant people of Jehovah God learned that content2 was of vital import. Times for the Lord God’s appointments - the moon and the stars that shine at night; seasonal appointments, historical and cyclical always depicted God’s events as moving steadily towards consummation3 and not where things just went on and on circuitously. Even the sun was appointed to shine but not past a certain limit and will fade in its strength; the stars will fall from the sky at a prescribed time. Revelations was written with a crisp purpose that time and history would not flow on in an inevitable succession of events, but that the times were stressed as expressly falling into Lord God’s already decreed purposes e.g. the endurance of the saints; the Fall of Babylon; the Day of the Lord. Sovereignty4 belonged to the Lord God who has power to prescribe all Times. At around 593 B.C. Ezekiel, an appointed Spiritual watchman5 within the ambit of Holy Spirit assistance “saw” Nebuchadnezzar approaching with his armies. To express more fully the Lord God’s Eternal state, Scripture employed a poetic intensive plural6. Paul at around AD 60 stated to the Colossians, a key component of the Gospel was the message that Jesus the Saviour was able to render a man “complete” and not “doomed to separation from Christ”. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to accept the invitation to be “born again” - may pray and ask Lord Jesus for Grace to save, God never turns away a repentant heart.  





Footnotes


1	Grace - freely given; empowers; enables a simple life; promised to the humble; upon Christ from childhood already; manifests in self-sacrifice; it is sufficient for human need; the appointed Apostle 	Paul wrote “[E]ven though I was once a blasphemer and violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance” [Ps 84:11; Lk 2:40; 1 Cor 3:10; 2 Cor 1:12; 8:9; 12:9; 1 Pe 5:5; 1 Ti 1:13].   


2	Thus Pillars in the Old Testament served as appropriate reminders of Jehovah’s goodness. Jacob anointed his memorial with the finest olive oil marking it out from other stones and demonstrated 	the highest value and respect for the place where he met with Jehovah God. Other memorials were – i) the Passover observance where a lamb was the protective sacrifice; ii) the storing of Manna 	in thanksgiving remembrance of the Bread God provided; iii) the stones of the Ephod were both functional and significant. Jehovah’s Children’s names were engraved on stone on the Priest’s Ephod 	and the Lord God held fast each identified clan initial to His heart as the priest entered the Holy Place; iv) the fringes on the priestly garments countered idol-worship and God’s people served Him 	selflessly; v) the Censers revealed particular people appointed to Office alone who served in purity, extended by the Saviour in the New Testament institution of a brand new royal priesthood, 	separate and holy where all believers were Called to and officiated in the Lord Jesus’ name accompanied by His Presence; vi)  the twelve stones from the Jordan were to remind the people of the 	actual crossing and the permanence of the new land and new life; vi) Joshua’s stone of memorial was held sacrosanct as a reminder of Jehovah’s deliverance; vii) the Lord’s Supper where the 	Lamb, Christ, the Head of the “new Israel” gave His blood for the sins of man and all the nations, the prescribed time for the Finish of the Cross made effective in removing our sins and pointed to the 	coming of His Kingdom in glory, at its appointed time, see [Ex 12:6-11; Josh 4:2-7; Mtt 26:28].    


3	Scripture stressed not the abstract continuity of time but rather content of explicit moments in history. 	It is critical to our understanding of why, ex post the period of Grace, the Saviour and His 	followers will come into consummation in heaven - it is appointed to and that believers must not worship material possessions but take care to worship God the Lord alone. Overwhelming calamitous 	moments can almost seem to mock our caution and perspective is momentarily lost however the consolation is that trials and grief do not destroy the real purpose for our life due to the fact the Lord 	God is the One who gives it meaning and worth. No-one has the power to take away God’s Love, see [Eccl 3:11;Lk 2:40; Rev 19:7].      


4	Don’t underestimate Him, only the Sovereign Lord God is able to - grant a man a son [as to Abraham]; extend a king’s dynasty; swallow up death forever; reward every good man and woman in 	heaven one day; anoint Christ to bring good news of Salvation, heal the sick and comfort the brokenhearted; make the heavens and the earth by His great power; prophesy thousands of years 	accurately; deal with false teachers who twisted  Scripture into purpose-less words that bore no fruit, had no beginning or end and who thus excused, tolerated and promoted sin, see [Gen 15:2; 2 	Sam 7:18; Isa 25:8; 40:10; 61:1; Jer 32:17; Ezek 12:28; 2 Pe 2:1; Jude :4]. 


5	It is noteworthy the remonstration at an appointed time to a young Ezekiel to serve a warning and if he neglected to, he would suffer the same punishment as idolatrous Judea. It is noteworthy too 	that the false teachers in the future can expect their end to be just as swift and terrible as Judea’s was - both having received warnings, see [Ezek 3:18]. 


6	The absence of metrical measure, “[H]e soared on the wings of the wind…out of the brightness of His Presence clouds advanced”. True Hebrew poetry consisted more of accents, acrostics and 	parallels and stresses than particular metre, assonance, simile and metaphor. Marriage is a poetic parallelism. At times the line is repeated, or indeed, the opposite is spoken, or a line is expressed 	in wording that is dis-similar and other times it is a beautiful poem with not a line out of place, sic. The exquisite fons et origo of Lord God’s free imagery lays heaven and earth under tribute; takes 	music from the stars; is the permanent Bridegroom’s Light; its eternal Summers fade not, its snows are undefiled and the shepherd’s offerings suffer no death. Heaven’s music “in Spirit and inTruth” 	rises up from earth-logged cadence to a loftier plane. The Lord God displayed wonderful imagery when He asked Job “…[C]an you guide the constellation of the Bear with her satellites across the 	heavens?” see [Job 39:1ff; 40:1-6; 42:1-5; Ps 18:9-10,12; 55:6; Mk 14:62].     	 


Hallelujah  -  Darlene Zschech from the Album “In Jesus Name” © 2015	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the theological significance of King David’s Psalms, who ascribed to the Lord God “[T]he Lord is a fortress of Salvation for His anointed one”. We read from Psalm 13:5; 28:8; 113:4; 119:9; Eccl 12:13; Ephesians 4:3. God is all we ever really had and it is for this reason we burst forth in praise and thanksgiving profusely for His kindness in sending the Saviour, Jesus Christ and it is from this high position we are woven into God's Almighty Plan that believers, walk in Christ’s name [of the royal line of David]. The exercise of the Lord’s Sovereignty was connected to an expectation that believers walk with narrow morals - made possible by the wisdom of the indwelling Holy Spirit - that assisted in obedience by faith. In addition, David the Psalmist ascribed it was the Lord who kept him safe for He was David’s High Tower and Shield1, Light and Salvation and He protected David from danger. This led David to ask “[W]hom shall I fear?’2. David defined the scope of God’s Love as saying He had given David open space in which to maneuver3. David’s willingness to know and promptness to practice God's Word was mightily used by God. David took the approach of publicly proclaiming God’s loving-kindness and truth to all the congregation. The Good News was that God forgave4 all sin - a topic David in his early reign was well acquainted with. Jesus the Saviour announced “[t]he ruler of this world has already been judged”. Such were the glad tidings of Scripture that by faith in His finished work, the Apostles, chosen by God’s standards where He consistently responded to repentant and humble hearts5, commenced preaching and building Churches under aspects of David’s model, who in conclusion, asked the Lord to fill His followers with joy that those who loved His Salvation would exclaim “[W]hat a wonderful God He is!” ANY PERSON with ears to hear, Salvation is available in the present era for you soul to escape final Judgment, as you pray and ask the Lord Jesus Christ for Salvation, He will give you His Grace right where you are.





Footnotes








1	God the Lord’s protection of His people is limitless. David categorized His care as – i) a fort or high tower with advantageous panaramic view where the enemy cannot follow and this had Spiritual 	significance not only to David but is of import to the modern believer; ii) a rugged mountain full of hiding places [bear in mind the era in which David wrote did not have secret islands in which to 	whisk off cultural fellowmen away from legislative command]; iii) a rock that could not be penetrated by them who would harm those who loved the Lord; iv) a shield that came between believers and 	harm; v) a horn to scare off the enemy or warn if he came too close. The telling point is that if you need protection go to God for His help, call upon the name of Jesus the Saviour, see [Ps 18:2].  


2	God responds to faith even where you think you have failed or are fearful. Fear is a dark shadow that envelopes and ultimately vice-grips a soul. The shape and form of fear varies. Fear of 	rejection, fear of misunderstanding, fear of uncertainty, sickness or even of passing. Scripture informs us that fear is conquered by the bright, liberating Light of God’s Salvation. He helps 	believers in His deliverance out of a situation or alternatively helps one remain steady as the troubles threaten to wash over. The Lord God can hold steady like no other, He withstood the Cross by 	His right hand and He protects and takes us into His care - you are never helpless if you call upon His name, see [Ps 27:1].     


3	At around 1010 B.C. armies needed a wide open space in which to conduct their military maneuvers. David praised and imprecated God for the open spaces his troops and chariots were given that 	they could move around - within God’s protective boundaries. If you feel restrained by God’s protective boundaries, think on how much freedom has been proffered as a Gift. Far more than we really 	need to move and the freedom of which we speak came at a very high price, Christ’s sufferings, see [Ps 31:8]. 


4	Unity in the Church at around AD 33 to AD 95 is similarly a by-product of the modern Spirit-inspired Church. Old differences were set aside; her leaders loved one another; believers unified in 	contrition; they were One Fold; forgiveness was an essentialia of Salvation and a tenet of Grace. Forgiveness played an important part in conquering sin. God forgave the brethren and they out of 	obedience to His will, forgave their fellow brothers and sisters that out of Love conquered their sins too. The banishment of sin through forgiveness set individuals and indeed all nations, cultures, 	creeds and tongues free, watched by the Sovereign eyes of God our loving heavenly Father, see [Jn 17:21; Eph 2:14; 1Jn 1:7].  


5	At times it seems there are seas of impurities all around. Everywhere there is temptation to lead an impure life. This was true in David’s day and in Christ’s day notwithstanding since the 	condemnation of God upon Adam and Eve was not upon Christ  since He walked in favour of “The Blessed Son” of God. The Psalmist asked a question that troubles us all – how do we stay pure in 	an impure environment? We cannot do this on our own. Sometimes people fall and fail. What was needed was Counsel and Strength far more dynamic than the tempting influences around us. 	Where we can find that measure of strength and wisdom caused the Psalmist to rise up and exclaim exuberantly – by reading God’s Word - and for the modern Church praying, in addition, the 	Holy Spirit, see [Ps 119:9]. 


 	


Tunc Repletum  -  Rameau, a Baroque French theoretical composer, inspired technically to vocally and musically reflect Psalm 126  © +- 1720  [Way ahead of his time].	
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue with John’s teaching regarding the Adopted Children of God whom Paul rendered teachings on the knowledge that what God began in them He would complete with no delay to that Day when Christ returned as determined. We read from 1 John 2:21 - John 1:1; Romans 8:19,23; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 11:8,28; 2 Peter 1:12. Paul’s declaration to the Corinthian Church was on a positive note where he reiterated the privileges enjoyed by the Children of God prior to the Holy Spirit’s later plea to the Corinthians for unity and Love. There are analogies to be drawn here that assist us in the modern Church who worships God the Lord under Christ’s Grace. Here’s what Paul administered, “[I] can never stop thanking God for all the wonderful Gifts He has given you now that you belong to Christ. He has enriched1 your whole life and He has helped you speak out for Him and given you a full understanding2 of the Truth. Everything I said Christ will do for you has now happened! Now you have every Grace and blessing - every Spiritual Gift and Power for you to do His will while you wait3 for the return of Jesus Christ. And, He has guaranteed4 that you will be counted free from all sin and guilt on the Day of Christ’s return. Our heavenly Father has provided a written guarantee that all guilt and sin would be not counted against any obedient believer on that Day. His promise is public and He carries through with His undertakings. God always does what He says He will do5”. Where Paul overseered many operations and counselled many Churches, the constant Presence of Jesus Christ dwelt within their hearts and bonded them in unbroken relationship with God. Who were some of Paul’s readers? Phoebe, Tertius, Erastus, Quartus, Chloë, Gaius, Fortunatus, Achaicus  and Stephanas to name but a few. Fellowship with God the Lord could never be disconnected6, nor split or broken apart neither could any other power dislodge it since no other power was/is allowed anywhere near heaven. Believers were held perpetually in the hand of Jesus Christ by which believers were bound to the three-part Cord7 of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. ANY PERSON who feels far from God, don’t despair He is searching for you! - if your heart moves you, call upon Jesus’ name and ask the Saviour to forgive your sins and He shall. 


 


Footnotes





1	In order to better understand Paul’s meaning by ‘enrichment’ the Life Application Bible, New Bible Dictionary Second Edition and Oxford English Dictionary* put forth the idea of one being gifted with 	an original collection of precious jewels, ancient historical fact paintings or a collection of original coins. Paul, being an Advocate would have certainly had these in mind when he encouraged the 	Corinth Church they had freely been given many Spiritual Gifts that had enriched them, see [Page 1 of Spritual Belief 2023, supra].


2	Paul, John and Peter all endorsed the knowledge God’s Children were blessed with, expressly addressed as – i) discerning truth from falsity; ii) accountable correlation between outward 	conduct and heart obedience; iii) pleasing God by love for one another. Paul wasn’t legislating a list of “do’s and don’ts”, he merely pointed out their every blessing of good preachers, much learning, 	enthusiasm and love for the Apostles, promptitude should evidence in giving to poorer Churches notwithstanding the Jerusalem Church who were literally living on the smell of an oil-rag [our 	emphasis] and blessed by Churches. Give until it hurts but don’t give so that it hurts people around you who depend on you [2 Cor 8:7-9,12,15,19; 2 Pe 1:12; 1 Jn 2:21; *pg1 of Spiritual Belief 2023].   


3	“Waiting” drew a parallel to “readiness” and the “indwelling Holy Spirit” drew a parallel to “the Love of God-with-no-restraint”. Paul acknowledged every Grace had been given to the Corinthians by 	Grace. The non-exhaustive category comprised  - Adoption privileges, favour not condemnation, holiness, revelation, knowledge, discernment, administration, helps, miracles, the Spirit of the Lord, 	the Spirit of the Father, the Spirit of sonship, the Spirit of prophecy - that is the testimony of Jesus, see [1 Corinthians 13 and 14]. 


4	Scripture advises us that all Scriptural promises are initiated and made by God to man. God does not have to prove anything to sinful man instead His promises are indicative of His nature of 	Grace and the faithfulness, that Christ Himself embodied. We do not have to be uncertain. We have an Abba Father who is the God of truth and righteousness who has guaranteed His own 	performance to clear us of guilt. That is a unique entry point. To the Philippians Paul said God would continue the work He began; to the Romans - Creation awaited eagerly for the “revealing” of 	God’s sons and daughters. If you think you have not progressed in your Spiritual walk, take comfort in the fact that the Lord God will bring His work to completion. The remorseful awareness of 	“[h]aving done something wrong” will go away the instant Christ returns. God simply will not give up on you. He has promised to finish the work He began. Let Him do it!  [Romans 8:19,23;Phil 1:6].   


5	His promises are public and He carries out His undertakings. Make no mistake, the Lord God’s arms do not shorten just because we face monotonous daily tasks or are oppressed. Regardless of 	Spiritual maturity, the fullest dependance upon God is what He seeks since His assessment of our every situation is crucial and it pays to keep in mind the Lord operates at the level of “I AM”, the 	Most High, the One who was, is and is to Come. He admonished Moses “. . [t]hen you will see that My Word comes to pass!” [Nu 11:21-23].   


6	In order to understand what “Sealing” meant, believers are sealed with Grace having the signature of Christ’s authority, Godliness, integrity and wise choices in life amid difficult situations. 	Historically, in context, a seal was engraved on a stone and could be worn as a pendant/haircomb or in the fold of a male’s saddlebag. Kings and Queens’ authorativie insignia was pressed into 	melted wax usually on an accompanying note. The significant point about seals was that they were inseparable from their owners. We reference Saviour’s touching words “[I] will not leave you as 	orphans” [bereft, or 	comfortless, desolate, robbed or deprived]..”[I] will ask the Father and He will give you another Comforter” – who is our Seal. Note too, the inference that Saviour was the first 	Comforter. Drawn from the words “Comforter” was conveyed ‘Counsel’ - and it is trite that in moments of deep comfort or quandry, the Counsel of the True Shepherd is sought [Jn 10:7-18;14:15-21].  


7	Christ resigned Himself to God’s will; removed sin in one day; demonstrated God’s Love; His zealous loyalty to God’s purpose was incomparable [Isa 53:5; Eze 34:23; Mtt 26:42;Ro 8:29;1 Jn 3:16].


	


Highest  -  Hillsong [feat., Darlene Zschech] from the album “Hope” © 2003			* Christ is the Centre  -  The Belonging Company (Feat. Danny Gokey) © 2023		
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Graeme and his wife Vel render summary of the scope of Apostolic testimony from John in dealing with true teachers and the false teachers. The false teachers were anti-Christ and forerunners of many heresies. We read from Jeremiah 1:5; John 15:26; 1 John 1:1, 8,10; 2:2,4; 4:2,14; 5:5,10. John’s reasoning at around AD 80/85 was focused on achieving clarity and following that, he furnished a powerful incentive for holy living - which was directly connected to the Advent of Christ where believers, at His 2nd Appearance will be wholly like Him.  Prominent to John’s thinking was the doctrine of true faith centred on Salvation, the sacraments, Christ’s shed blood and the Holy Spirit verification that composite they are a perpetual testimony in heaven. John made a fundamental differentiation between the true teacher and false teacher as two distinct concepts and for an express purpose. In the relationship between the believer and Christ the Saviour [who is Mediator between God and man], it is the Lord God who is in possession of “everything you are, have been and will be”. He has all the power to develop you within the realms of the practicalities of your life, daily affairs and even your future that is known to Him alone. God’s Children were not merely an extension or ancillary, they were a vital member of His Family, all that He formed you to be. The witnesses to the New Covenant [the Trinity] were in agreement with and worked with whole-hearted support towards your maturity. John set out the position of false teachers and their ‘esoteric knowledge’ and his contrast was palpable. The ‘secret cults’, syncretic philosophies aka the false teachers who were [and still are] ‘sent’ to coach innocent people away from their loving Creator, John says have frankly been dispossessed of all power over you, they have no “Life”, they only operate in death, they own nothing regarding you neither do they know  your future and can therefore effect nothing that will enhance you Spiritually.” John said the false teachers were morally indifferent and had self-absorbedly committed self-deceit and therefore had no right to claim knowledge either way, of God the Lord, or your life. John felt at ease as he demonstrated what the Lord had conferred upon those who loved Him - they had already entered a new era of enjoyment and were already in possession of the marvellous privileges of forgiveness, knowledge and power and as they stood for Christ the Holy and Righteous One they could test themselves as to their growing likeness to Him. There was certainly no further need to cling to or broadly mirror a sinful world that was doomed1. The salient fact was that the Christian as a Christian could not sin [in God’s sight2] due to the perfect nature of Jesus Christ that retained overall onus over them. God knew every believer who had desire to love and serve Him, who in their earthly experience had kept God’s Commandment to love and who further received inward assurance from the Spirit of God. As believers adhered to the doctrine that Christ came in the flesh – John said this was the sign of true inspiration. John put forward we belonged to God, because He is Love and that Christ had made possible the full knowledge3 of God and acceptance of His revealed Love in that He had “Called mankind to His Love”. John was adamant that the believers’ love for God was the token of re-birth, accompanied by love for one’s fellowman where the worth of a soul was considered worthy of protection from spiritual harm, caused by the false teachers4. It goes without saying those not born of the Holy Spirit evidenced a hatred for their fellowman. Our concluding remark contains three truths and one note of help - i) John mitigated believers would be assured of the divine response to prayers, and; ii) God knew His chosen agents in terms of election; iii) pray for brethren who had been side-tracked and needed to return to the Lord. ANY PERSON who might wish to follow Jesus Christ and ask Him for Salvation in this age of wonderful Grace; Scripture says as you call on His name He hears you and saves you.    





Footnotes





1	The final goal for the Lord Almighty’s purposes on earth included, negatively, the destruction of all God’s enemies - Satan, sin, death, the beguiled and all forms of suffering. Positively, Lord God’s 	rule prevails entirely so that in Christ all things will be united and God would be all in all. This meant that an entire liberation would occur for the whole material creation away from its share in the 	curse of sin. The Christian hope is for redemption out of judgment for nature that will emerge a re-created universe – a “new heaven and a new earth” under the Lord Almighty’s righteousness. It is 	going to be spectacular!  see [Eph 1:10; Ro 8:19-23;1 Cor 15:28; Heb 12:26; 2 Pe 3:10,13; 1 Jn 2:7-17; Rev 20:10, 14-15; 7:1ff; 21:1].


2	John considered that all who have been forgiven and walk in-Christ are considered righteous [sin-free] in the Sight of Abba Father. The parallel thought would probably be the idea of double-	jeopardy. One cannot be tried a second time for the same lawlessness. Christ was ‘tried’ and died for our lawlessnes, Resurrected, Ascended and now we come in sin-free. We remain under onus to 	confess daily in humility as the Holy Spirit transforms our hearts in keeping with repentance but God sees us as already righteous and we have His blessing to say so, see [Ro 12:2; 2 Cor 3:18].


3	The Lord God was concerned with Life in its dynamic processes and He conceived knowledge as an entry into relationship. To know God was to recognize Him for who He is, Sovereign, who made 	a demand on mankind’s obedience and particularly His Covenant people and in the New Covenant, Christ’s brethren. God’s holiness and kindness are known, the criterion for this knowledge being 	obedience. The distinction made was that some were not merely ignorant but had actually willfully turned away in rebellion, kicked up the heel against the Lord God. Be vigilant as to the misuse of 	“knowledge“ by the false teachers. Prioritise the acknowledgment that the Lord’s claims involve an outright rejection of heathen gods while being acutely aware that they are not gods at all [1 Sam 	2:12; 2 Chr 33:13; Isa 1:3; 41:23; Je 8:7; Hos 13:5; Amos 3:2; 1 Jn 2:18-27]. 


4	Reflect on the very first historical false teacher “coach’ who beguiled Eve and Adam into thinking God’s command to obey should be taken lightly and the Spiritual harm caused whereby the entire 	earth and 	thousands of generations fell under the Condemnation of God, see [Gen 3:1-19].


	 


* It was Finished upon that Cross  -  Keith and Kristin Getty © 2022			*Take You at Your Word  -  Cody Carnes [Official Live Video] © 2022	
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Graeme and his wife Vel put forward an informal opinion that goes not only to the enjoyment of an indispensably warm loving fellowship with God, as John wrote in His Epistle but also to the obligation to produce Spiritual fruit. We read from Exodus 28:1; Leviticus 19:9-14; 2 Kings 22:11; 1 John 1:3-4; Philippians 3:10. At the outset, it must be pointed that the Lord God has capacity for a genuine, deep and honest fellowship, He wants fellowship with mankind. Aetiologically, what were the perimeters of fellowship with the Lord God? Amazingly, Scripture recorded that Adam and Eve, on a daily basis heard the footsteps of the Lord God as He approached them, since fellowship was an essentialia of the character of God. At the regrettable disobedience of Adam and Eve, fellowship was severed but restored exclusively within the Old Testament outward sacrificial system and to a specific people. The generous opening up of Salvation to the Gentile nations restored fellowship1 with God Almighty in a spectacular way through Jesus Christ. In the New Testament [“NT”] John, early in His Epistle fully intended to dispose of the false2 teachers by his verifying testimony of Christ the Lord who came in the flesh “Christ was alive before the world began . . [I] myself have seen Him with my own eyes and listened to Him speak,  I have touched Him with my own hands. . He is God’s message of Life . . I am speaking of Christ who is eternal Life, who was with the Father and now He has been shown to us”. Under such a strong statement, John testified it was Christ who brought Light and Life and located on what the Lord’s fellowship was grounded - i) testimony3 of God’s Word; ii) Scriptural unity; iii) daily renewal of the Holy Spirit; iv) barriers removed by Christ’s Blood. Since the Saviour often reiterated He acted solely upon His Father’s Will, it is safe to infer that His actions were good, pure, holy and true. Jesus the Saviour had fellowship with His disciples in their obligations to maintain fellowship with God. He prayed with them, walked with them and released forgiveness to them. Saviour had power to do what was necessary for their growth with enormous impact on their hearts, in addition the Resurrection and day of Pentecost [at around AD 33] proved His testimony and glorious promise when the Holy Spirit overseerd the fledgling Church and drew thousands near for Salvation. Lord Jesus proffered thanksgiving, praises to God and sang evening hymns in fellowship with His disciples in their daily duties. Jesus held aloft the heavenly perspective of placing God first e.g. in the widow’s almsgiving4. Finally, at the most significant level of fellowship, Jesus shared with His disciples His fear of God in His obedience to the Cross, where Saviour paid5 the terrible price for sin - setting them, the Church and us [20 centuries down the line] at liberty with the privilege of being permitted approach to God our Abba Father for much needed fellowship. God’s favour and Mercy was cause for much comfort and the fledgling Church with sheer joy fellowshipped in new Life with gratitude for what God had done. Paul, certainly never shrunk from developing a heart-warming fellowship with the Churches - in particular Ephesians and Philippians where he proffered alms, wept in prayer over their daily concerns and shared inexpressible joy together within God’s pattern of worship.  Genuine love, holy conduct, walking in hope and goodness the Apostles brought glory to God as they progressed in truth and held the name of Jesus higher. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour in your life in fellowship, may ask Jesus the Lord to save you by Grace and the Scriptures say He shall.


 


Footnotes


1	At the point to when the old agreement no longer was obeyed, the NT due to the conclusive, perfect and final sacrifice of Christ found God’s approval and once again fellowship was possible, see 	[Gen 1:26;3:8-9; Mtt 13:44; Mk 1:15; Heb 4:14-16; 8:6-12; 9:12,24-25].    


2	Not only did the false teachers twist and misquote the truth of Scripture, they morally discredited, hated and shunned the Church. Paul, the then Saul, gave testimony of his new birth in Christ and 	the tables were turned. The Church continued in their kērygmatic Calling and Paul beautified Christ at every turn while Luke commenced the reporting process, collating and overseering the 	witness bundles of testimony that later became a certain part of what books are now known as the Gospel of Luke and Acts in the NT and John continued in miracles and prayer [Ac9:1]. 


3	It was generally recognized that the Psalmists made extraordinary admissions in various phases of fellowship with God i.e. confessed sin and cleansing; expressing doubts and fears to God; 	drawing close in times of trouble or dismay; worship and reaffirmation of their devotion to Him. The NT Church was assured “[O]ur Shepherd knows best, the ‘meadow grass’ and ‘quiet streams’ that 	nourish, see [John 15; Acts 8:35; Ro 6:1-11; 2 Cor 1:3-8; Gal 5:1-10; Phil 1:4-7,25; Titus 1:5-9; Js 1:19; 1 Jn 1-9; 3 Jn 1:5,11b].


4	Having good motives meant that one did things for the good and not to “get something out of it”. Fellowship with God the Lord was not a legalistic requirement but an act of Grace, submission, love 	and a sharing of the applied Word of God. There was fellowship in separation from the world, transformed hearts and resultant joy. There was fellowship in the random “foretaste of heaven outbursts 	of rejoicing and delighting in the Lord God”, answered prayers, worship independent of circumstance, material blessings sans sorrow, God’s Mercy, the lifting of burdens; in bringing our best 	offerings to God and in finding real meaning in life that emanated from Christ’s Gospels. And, the Lord God was in there, guiding, encouraging, comforting, caring and giving assurances “Immanuel” 	–  with us is our God, see [Isa 9:6-7; Jer 24:7; 30:21-22; 33:15; 2 Cor 1:22; 6:17; Mtt 5:8; 26:28; Ac 4:32; Eph 1:18; 2 Ti 2:22; 1 Pe 1:22]


5	Personal satisfaction, Scripture says should not be our chief goal since the circumstances of life can change quickly. Lord Jesus gave up everything to bring Salvation. Paul gave up everything – 	family, friendship and political freedom in order to know Christ and His Resurrection power. It is Scriptural that we make the sacrifices Scripture advises in order to fully enjoy the treasurable 	fellowship of Christ such as - time set aside for Bible Study; foregoing a friend’s approval for Christ; foregoing of some pleasures - to pray, help for the poor and if we have influence draw attention to 	their plight. Faithfulness and fellowship with Christ is permanent and will continue into Eternity. Knowing Christ is worth every single sacrifice [Ac 9:36; Ro 12:12; Phil 3:10;4:18; Heb13]. 		 


Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it  -  St. Andrews Church, Cobham, United Kingdom © 2021


To God Be the Glory  -  Mass Choir for Classic Hymns, Ancient of Days, 150 voice Choir © 2021
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly discuss the phrasing of Scripture, that God’s Children of Light are also referenced as “sons of God” in His Family and that included both Jew and Gentile as a people of God the Lord; and under stipulation. We read from Isaiah 43:6; 45:11; Romans 8:12-19; 11:11; Galatians 4:5-7; 12:7; Hebrews 2:10; James 1:9-11; Revelations 5:8. The phrase “sons of God” appears in the New Testament as a collective noun that described the people who are in the New Covenant with God - bonded in solely by Christ’s Love, being solid together and enjoying the goodness, peace, friendship of Abba Father and serving Him faithfully. The exact phrase never appeared in the Old Testament but was nevertheless implied by the acts of the Lord Jehovah towards His people and in the narrow terms of the Covenant. The major prophet Isaiah rendered a detailed account of the very special relationship between Jehovah and His Children the Israelites, who were called by the Lord’s naming, “Israel”. Isaiah, viz. the return of the exilic people, at around 740 B.C. to 715 B.C. predicted “..[a]nd they will come, for as blind and deaf as what they are, they will see and hear!”1. In a narrow sense, under the heading “Jehovah is the one true God”, Isaiah mentioned one particular Gentile ruler, Cyrus2 who was ‘anointed’ by God in an unusual occurrence, to do a really special task that few kings of Israel or Judah had ever done for God’s people. Illustrations pertaining to AD 26 in the New Testament, reveal a broader meaning of Salvation, realized at Christ’s fulfilment of Israel’s role where in His victorious resurrection, gave out to all peoples the free Gift of Salvation, thus all who are God’s Family have been expressly referenced in the New Testament as “sons of God” with the direct link of obedience3. The Apostle Paul within the Church, divided his readers into two categories - the self-glorifiers who obeyed their base natures - and the “sons of God” who obeyed Lord God alone; and Paul was at pains to state “[b]elievers have no obligation to the old sinful nature” and if one continued in self-glorification “[t]hen you are lost and will perish4”. Christological thought held that to be saved from threatening enemies both physical and Spiritual, was not enough - one must be saved in Christ to5 Someone - and He is the Lord God Almighty, the one and only Potentate. When you act as the Saviour directs, you will find daily help; you will be “heard” in your prayers and empowered to serve God and become part of His plan to build6 His Church. ANY PERSON who believes in Christ the Saviour who laid a foundation that none other could build on in order to give God praises and glory forever; may ask Christ the Saviour to save you and Scripture says He will.  





Footnotes





1	Subsumed in Isaiah’s heading “[T]here is no other Saviour”, Isaiah now turned to say that despite Spiritual failure, God the Lord would show mercy and completely restore – and He did.  Scripture 	advanced the Israelites did not  have the “inside track” on Eternal Salvation. Until this point in time Israel had heard only of temporal salvation where God saved them from physical enemies such as 	the detestable Babylonian and Canaanite war-mongers and others. The human situation would ex post the Incarnation reflect the true values and priorities of God’s Eternal Salvation having regard 	for not only Israel through His Suffering Servant, but through Christ’s dear twelve Apostles in continuance of Jesus’ name, who reached out to many, many more nations that were created 	particularly to praise Lord God forevermore [Isa 9:6,7; Rev 7:9-17].


2	Cyrus, the Gentile King would allow God’s city, Jerusalem to be rebuilt and he would set the exiles free without expecting anything in return, although Scriptures tell us the Lord gave into the Gentile 	King’s hands as a mark of appreciation a few nations [mighty ones who thought they would never fall], in return for his sincerity and fairness, see [Isa 43:17, 25].       	


3	Two sons of God illustrate the obedience the Lord God is looking for – i) one whose religious raw nerve was touched when he realized his foolishness to leave his father’s estate and goodness 	and went home; ii) another son who initially was cheeky and rebellious when requested to help, and yet, after being highly concerned about compliance and wanting not to cast God’s Law behind his 	back, he returned to performance as his father had requested. The message is warm - the Lord God welcomes all the sons of God who return to obey, [Pgs 6, 25 Spiritual Belief 2019]. 


4	The Canaanites in the periods of Abraham, Moses and Joshua were a nuisance with self-glorifications, self-governing cities surrounded by 30 foot high walls  and the gross corvée system [most of 	Paul’s teachings incorporated denouncing euphemisms of slavery that he set against the relief of Christ’s Salvation]. Ex post AD 31 it was under the will of the Redeemer that the “sons of God” 	[those obedient], developed through the quiet and difficult streams of life with Him as Family of God. Paul, a learned scholar at around AD 60, teaching under Grace with strong emphasis on 	Eschatological promise, expounded to the Colossian Church that self-glorification was from the “old man nature” and needed to be driven personally out of their souls and replaced with 	service for God, helped by the Holy Spirit of God’s wisdom who is also called “Willing Spirit of God”. Body and soul are inseparably related however Paul’s words matched Joshua’s actions in the 	threat to right living that had to be preserved and in keeping with holiness as unto the Lord, see [Josh 3:5; 5:1,11,12; 7:1,7-13; Isa 46:1-4; Mtt 26:41; Ro 8:9 ].   


5	God’s plan has always been to make Himself known to all the world. Allegiance first to God naturally placed all other relationships in true perspective. The Holy Spirit has primary role in the 	Church - i) He assists prayer and time-alone-with-God, ii) He gives vision and guides sons of God into unity [there are no ‘clubs’ with the Lord, He doesn’t rate us according to status simply because 	material possessions do not give His Family a sense of purpose least of all a reason for living; iii) He does regular ‘check-ups’ on our Spiritual hearts; iv) we are already “perfect” in the Cross, and 	are  p-r-o-g-r-e-s-s-i-v-e-l-y becoming “holy” grounded upon our daily pilgrimage, see [2 Cor 13:5; Eph 4:3; Heb 10:14]. 


6	The Lord God is the author of praise and prayer and is pleased when His obedient children praise Him. Pray urgently to the Lord of the Harvest to draw souls to the Saviour and note that in the book 	of Revelation where John the senescent Apostle inscribed the elders, who worshipped at the Throne of God, in their hands were golden bowls full of incense which are the prayers of the saints – the 	prayers God hears, Scripture reveals are those prayed according to His will. Pray relevant and pray the Word of God. Plus it is a historical fact that the Lord God is able to cause great opposition to 	simply melt away and when it does, thank Him, see [2 Chr 7:14; Ezra 6:10; Jb 42;8; Ps 6:9; Isa 55:11; Mtt 5:44; Lk 22:40; Jn 3:16; Eph 6:18; Col 4:3; Js 5:13; 1 Pe 4:7; Rev 5:8].





*Show us Christ  -  Johnathon, Megan,  Ryan - Baird, Stephen Altrogge © 2011	*I Thank God  - Grapeview Church [Official Lyric Video] © 2021		*Every Praise  -  Northland Church © 2015	 


  












































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel provide exposition and draw attention to the Apostle John’s 1st Epistle where he wrote “[H]e who has the Son of God, has Life… he who does not have the Son of God does not have life,” We read from Colossians 2:12-15; 1 Peter 5:4; 1 John 1:1-2:20. Contextually, John’s three Epistles were inscribed at around AD 80/85 in Ephesus, after Jerusalem’s destruction at AD 70 [accurately predicted by the Saviour] and prior to exile on Patmos a decade later at around AD 90/95 where John recorded the book that gives a blessing each time one reads it - Revelations. The three Epistles were not standard circular communiqués but more closely resembled “tracts” that called for a life lived according to God’s goodness with a hopeful mind and soul; God is Love and Light; it is proper to forgive sins and wrongs, confession is efficacious; plus John’s stern notes of avoidance of false teachers. The teaching outline of the First Epistle was - Part I, Conditions and Cautions to Fellowship; Part II, Characteristics and Consequences of Fellowship. John confers on believers – i) a childlike dependence upon the Light of God; ii) serious consideration of the Commandments of God; iii) the clarity of obedience, and; iv) the call for “a without-reservation protection” of one’s fellow brethren and sisters who wholly served the interests of Christ; v) God’s Love portrayed as Light and the contrasting love of worldliness that John portrayed as “living in darkness”, and; vi) all the many anti-Christ’s - that are still around today, many. As a living, breathing palpable witness to the Saviour in the flesh, John brought to mind Christ’s amazing high level of understanding where the Saviour had bolstered a little child’s trust1 and praises2 in the Lord God and John similarly used the term “children” when he highlighted the believers’ vulnerable tender relationship3 with the Lord God. John assured the Church of the mitigations of the indwelling Holy Spirit - who gave believers a new nature and led them into the Lord’s truth The power to love was thus directly due to God’s perfect Love4 plus the guarantee according to the measure given of the Holy Spirit that that there was so much more for believers to receive. John held up the believers’ representation of God’s Love in word and effective tangible conduct in that they were no longer constrained to darkness and could enjoy maximum fellowship with the Lord God. Their daily confession and cleansing by the Blood of Christ drew them closer to God in worship sans any barriers. John relied in this regard on the promise4 of God’s forgiveness in lieu of genuine confession. “..[B]ut you know that He appeared so that He might take away5 our sins. And, in Him there is no sin”. Turning to the false teachers, it was a fact at that period they had been active in the Church to indoctrinate with false doctrine - although the content of their messages revealed they were definitely not from the Church. John warned believers to live fully the Scriptural lifestyle that God had taught them in Jesus the Saviour who was fully God and fully man. ANY PERSON who wishes to not be constrained by darkness, live in the Light of Jesus the Saviour and escape from the fnal judgment, may ask Him to forgive your sins and save you by His Grace. We urge you to visit a Church that teaches and acts on the Love of Jesus Christ.   


 


Footnotes


1	Saviour’s attitude towards children - He was gentle, kind; He used a child as an example of dependence and openness; He declared a child-like Spirit as invaluable for entrance into the Kingdom of 	heaven; He commended reception of them; He called them to Him; He observed them at play, He warned against demeaning, despising them, 	neglect of them, teaching false doctrine to them, He 	warned those who became a stumbling block to their Spiritual education and protection, see [Mtt 10:42; 18:2; 18:3,4; 18:10; Mk 9:37; 10:14; Mtt 11:16]. 


2	Children, no matter how young have the capability to take God seriously in their vulnerability and willingness to walk in His purposes. They are helpless and therefore deserve all the love, practical 	tenderness and gentle guidance one can give within your sphere of  influence. The Lord God is ferocious about their defense, and as the Saviour taught, their angels have direct access to the 	Throne of God Almighty, the One who was, and is, and is to Come. Anyone who turned even one away from the faith would receive severe punishment. John addressed his readers as ‘dear 	Children’ and that corresponded to the treatment God the Lord afforded believers viz á vis  the structure of Abba Father and the believers as His Children who deserved His provender and 	protection. Our treatment of children was fundamental to the ongoing faith of God’s Family. If the Lord’s Hosts of heaven have constant access to God, then the least we can do is to allow children to 	approach us easily in spite of our “far-too-busy schedules”, see [Mtt 18:10-11]. 


3	God was often portrayed throughout the Old and New Testaments as a Shepherd who gently cared for and guided His flock. He is powerful yet gentle and careful. He is called a Shepherd; the Good 	Shepherd; the Great Shepherd; and the Head Shepherd. Isaiah in the course of his prophecy noted that the Shepherd cared for the most powerless people of society – women and children. This 	reinforced the prophetic theme that a truly powerful nation was not one with a strong military but rather one with the Lord’s caring strength on their side, see [Ps 23:1ff; Isa 40:10-11; Jn 10:11,14].  


4	God the Lord is Personification of Goodness and Love. Lord Jesus displayed an ardent affection for the poor, the misfortunate, the downtrodden and “lost”. John is not telling us how many people to 	love; He is telling us how to love. “[I]f you have the Son of God, you have Life”. Going forward we are enjoined to faithfully love the people God has given us. The Lord will never lead us beyond the 	sufficiency of His strength for us at that present moment. It is well established in Scripture that the Lord is infinitely patient with the soul of every believer who loves and spends time in His Presence 	whereas the “smaller children” have a very special place in His heart, see [Mtt 10:14; 21:16; Jn 1:12; 1 Tim 3:4-12; Hebr 2:13 (; see also Pg 33 SB^ 2015; pg 32-36 SB 2018]. 


5	It is convenient to cite Scripture regarding confession and sin – i) confession and repentance are essential to live in the Light; ii) many Christians think once we have accepted Christ we do not sin. 	John expressly tells us Christ was ‘sent’ to take away our sins and that meant an ongoing fresh supply of forgiveness in the era of Grace for all who loved the Saviour dearly in daily confession; iii) 	both rich and poor need forgiveness; iv) God provided a lamb whose shed blood alone cleanses, otherwise no access to God is available and therefore no changes would be evident; v) true 	forgiveness meant that God forgets we have ever sinned however humility remained an onus on believers; vi) forgiveness has brought the believer freedom and dignity; vii) the ability to forgive was 	God’s Plan that preceded creation of the earth; viii) if no forgiveness, circuitous sin repeated itself; ix) at Christ’s 2nd Appearance there will no time for bargaining over sin, see [Ex 30:11-15; Lev 	17:11-14; 26:13; Jn 20:23; Heb 9:22; 1 Jn 1:9].  


	 


* You are My All in All,  Jesus Lamb of God  -  Brentwood Baptist Choir © 2021  			* Good to Me  -  Eagle Brook Music, (Acoustic) © 2020  				^Spiritual Belief
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Graeme and his wife Vel recognize the imperative of the Scriptural doctrine of Adoption that believers have been adopted into God’s great Family, due to Christ the Saviour’s work on the Cross. We read from Psalm 104:30; Proverbs 15:8; Matthew 3:16-17; John 12:35-36; Romans 8:14-17; Gal 4:5-7. The Scriptural assertion is that the orderly Creation of our galaxy spinning at breakneck speed [plus one billion galaxies more just like ours], the composite sea of revolving stars, moon, planets and other objects of space, the earth and all that is in it, came about because God Almighty chose to express His love towards someone [us as a created people] and that the Lord God is distinct from His creation, Eternal and in control of all His creation including the world. Ex post creation, on the day of His rest, the Lord God indicated a capacity for pleasure in His accomplishment and that He had made everything in an excellent way. Man and woman were to reflect His Character of Love, patience, forgiveness, kindness and faithfulness. At around 796 B.C. Jonah [supposed to reflect the faithfulness of God] was sent with a message of God’s generous Grace offered gratis to a warlike Gentile nation. The point of the message was that the Lord loves all the nations and would save any person/s who turned to Him for Salvation. Jonah refused to deliver1 and then ran from God. Postulated in the New Testament [“NT”] account in an earth now corrupted under decay, it fell to Paul at around AD 49 to enunciate the legal ramifications of Roman law having regard for adoption and the rights of adopted children who were guaranteed all the legal rights of a legitimate child pertaining to the new father’s estate. Lord God’s Spiritually “adopted Children” shared rights to God’s resources. The term “adoption” was used by Paul to illustrate the strength of dependance in relationship with Abba Father. As co-heirs, it was heavenly Father’s wishes that His Children, according to their full identity might be able claim from His provision. Paul explored the deeper lesson that our Saviour in His life of sufferings and Sacrifice had bought freedom from circuitous bondage of sin for all God’s Children and there was no necessity to cringe in fear but confidently behave as was fitting, while nestling in His bosom of Grace. There were both privileges and responsibilities2 in God’s Family, one of the outstanding privileges of being led by the Lord’s Holy Spirit3. This was astounding on two levels - i) a copy was not good enough, God’s Children had the original 3rd Person of the Trinity indwelling; ii) frankness was a mark of the Lord God and the indwelling Spirit led His Children into His Truth. Paul elucidated a time of glory to where the whole realm of creation4 - botany and animal, would be liberated in a moment of glorious freedom that God’s Children would share in. Matthew at around AD 26 verified the Lord Jesus’ Baptism5 and Abba Father’s approval. Jesus the Saviour called God’s adopted Children “co-heirs”. ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved by faith in Jesus, must ask Lord Jesus for Grace to save you and proceed to confess your sins, find His forgiveness and receive His Salvation, God the Lord loves you.   





Footnotes


1	No amount of fast talking or hasty activity on the prophet Jonah’s part could hide him from the Lord God Almighty. In not wanting to preach God’s message of Mercy to the Gentile nation Jonah had 	fallen foul of the Lord and what followed were troubles that materialized on Jonah’s horizon. He set sail on a ship and when a cataclysmic sea-storm arose the crew drew straws as to the ‘culprit that 	caused the storm’, the short straw fell to Jonah, the finger of blame was apportioned and he was cast from the ship. The Gentile nation, through Jonah’s disobedience might never have had another 	chance at hearing the Lord’s Mercy. This was manifestly unacceptable to the Lord. While still trying to escape, Jonah was confronted by the Lord God and when Jonah did preach to Nineveh, their 	King stood down from his throne, removed his royal garments, put on sackcloth and ashes and with his nobles alongside him together they repented to Jehovah and found Salvation. They were not 	judged because they accepted God’s Words. The point of the recordal in the Old Testament was that the Lord Almighty will always spare any person or even an entire nation who calls upon the 	name of the Lord into His special Family, see [Jnh 1:-4:11; Lk 11:39].  


2	Living Christ’s way meant there was onus on His Children to obey, the foremost stipulation being voluntary and dedicated loyalty to the New Covenant. And, the “voluntary” part is at times tested for 	sincerity. Further, we have John, Peter, the Hebrews author/s and Paul to thank for input into ‘how’ we might please God without legalism since that only brings on guilt  – i) our aim is at this point 	and continuing forward to please God in everything; ii) plant the good seeds of the Spirit of God; iii) ask God to show you the way to live; iv) please God in your daily living; v) faith pleases God; vi) 	ask in prayer what it is that pleases Abba Father; vii) do good in your sphere and think much about God; ix) lift up the One, Lord Jesus who gave Salvation and the free gift of Eternal Life; x) do good 	and share with those who have a need; xi) Peter at around AD 26 himself actually ‘heard’ the Majestic voice of approval; xii) serve God, thank Him, praise Him; xiii) speak against societal wrongs; 	xiv) obedient children please God [Prov 15:8; Jn 3:8; 12:35-36;1 Cor 1:21; 2 Cor 5:9; Gal 6:8; Eph 5:10; Col 1:10; 3:20; 1Thess 4:1; Heb 11:6; 13:16; Js 4:3; 2 Pe 1:17].	


3	Not to be underestimated, it was the same Spirit of God who hovered over the brooding chaotic vapors before creation and who brought into order that which was lacking. Jesus the Saviour 	acknowledged at around AD 26 to Nicodemus that the “winds of God” blew where they will, no-one could dictate the “how” nor “when” of the Holy Spirit [Gen 1:1; Job 33:4; Jn 3:5,8; Titus 1:5]. 


4	All creation, not just humans, suffered when sin came into the world. Paul advanced the fact that sin caused all creation to graphically fall from perfection. Animals became sick, botany decayed, the 	earth was spiritually infected with sin and it groaned for release. God’s new earth and heaven at His memorable prescribed time will free the earth, animals, botany and humans, see [Ro 8:19-25].


5	All three Persons of the Trinity were present on the day of Lord Jesus’ baptism. God the Father spoke, God the Son was baptized and God the Holy Spirit descended upon Lord Jesus like a dove 	[nurturing, protecting and caring]. This is one of God’s incomprehensible mysteries. In Ephesians, both Jew and Gentile needed to hear about the Salvation available through Jesus Christ and Paul 	saliently advised both were free [then and now] to come to God for undeserved Favour to live according to the conduct of Jesus Christ - who for the years prior to Baptism had walked a path well 	pleasing to His heavenly Father [Mtt 3:16-17; Eph 2:11f].


	


* Gospel Love Songs -  Old School Best Gospel Black Mix  © 2023		* Gaither Easter Sing-along  -   Gaither Music © 2022   		* Best Praise and Worship  -  Don Moen Christian songs	 © 2023	
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide a discourse on matters pertaining to the rich Love of the Everlasting Father towards anyone who believes in His Son Jesus Christ whom He sent with Salvation. We read from Esther 2:7-10; Job 16:1,7,14, 19; Titus 2:6; James 1:5; 1 John 2:1. In the historical Old Testament [“OT”] setting Scripture communicated firstly, that God Jehovah’s “family” was the nation of Israel who had been chosen by Himself, and; in the New Testament [“NT”] in order to be incorporated into the great and wonderful Family of God that Christ initiated, one had to be “born again” and secondly, the role of heavenly Father was not a functional one as the world operated, it pertained to the OT nurturing1 role of the Creator Father as head of the clan who deserved highest honour and [sacred] reverence. Father carried His Children so that they succeeded, He was sympathetic, He showed kind blessings and delivered2 them from their enemies. In the OT days of lex talionis every clan had a “kinsman-Redeemer” who when one member of the clan was harmed or owed a debt, followed through and “evened the score” or paid the ransom. In the NT age of Grace, Christ the Kinsman-Redeemer has paid the price so that we are free to serve Him. Abba Father does not give us “pat answers”. He sent palpable assistance and if we say “[H]e puts Himself in our place and identifies with our human frailties” then we need only look to the Cross to see our High Priest [Witness and Advocate], who walked sinlessly, experienced every temptation known to man and further laid down His own beautiful Life so that we might have a defense in heaven and be liberated for His service. Since heavenly Father is our future, He has availed us with mighty eschatological power to endure up to the Saviour’s 2nd Appearance at the prescribed Day3. Scripture established the love between Father and our Lord Jesus His Son, was passionately so concentrated, extreme and powerful that the Saviour Jesus made a startling pronouncement - His Father loved the believer dearly, due to his/her belief in Christ His ‘sent’ Saviour. Scripture expressed facts pertaining to worship of the timeless Everlasting Father - there is none in heaven who could ever do what He has done, nothing preceded Him, none can ever match Him and each morning Abba Father called His Children to rest in His Salvation and helped believers in-Christ prepare for the unknown where His guidance would be Sovereign over each circumstance. He knew His Children’s confidence and friendship with the forgiving Lord Jesus and thus permitted them to glean from His Most High perspective on justice and wisdom. James the brother of Christ to the flesh, said “[A]sk Him for wisdom”. Consequentially, Everlasting Father vindicated His Family, recognized their levels of hope and willingness to admit their mistakes and He encouraged His Children to stay on His timeless path of wide generosity with endowment for infinite purification. He “heard” their prayers, taught them about His goodness and He took much pleasure in their thanksgiving and praises. The Prince of Peace presided in heaven on their behalf as a witness to His finished work of peace for their lives. Abba Father wholly supported His kērygmatic purpose where the nature of the relief or assistance sought by the Church was expressed as “unlimited”. Why did Abba Father do this? Because His heavenly Family is a royal priesthood of the continuing line of David - that through Christ were Created on the “new Day that has dawned” that Joel spoke of, His Children filled with Justice and Mercy towards the poor and fatherless among them. ANY PERSON who confesses their sins to Christ the Saviour and calls upon His name will be saved from the Day of the Lord’s final Judgment. 





Footnotes  


1	Distinguished ‘function’ in relevant aspects – He Himself raised and reared His Children; He showed concern for their needs; He looked after them; He fostered them with encouragements; He 	cultivated/grew them - akin to a vineyard by removing stones and rubble, giving the plant water and enriching the components of its soil; and He cherished them. The word ‘cultivate’ pertained 	expressly to the future harvest, of which John the senescent Apostle inscribed in his Revelations vision. The word ‘cherish’ pertained to a person one attached importance to, prized the most, 	relished and deeply appreciated, took pleasure in and held in esteem. The word ‘treasure’ our Saviour Himself denoted scale of God’s kingdom value in His parable of the widow who found a coin 	and cherished it [akin to one being left a fortune in a Last Testament during times of scarcity]; see [Jer 3:19; Mk 16:15-18; Ac 1:4; Eph 1:9; Heb 7:25; pg 6 of Spiritual Belief 2019].


2	In the OT Jehovah the Lord terrified in His wrath His enemies and in the NT at around AD 31, Christ accomplished deliverance upon the Cross, a powerful Mighty act of God the Saviour that 	conveyed and distributed His delivering power across the centuries and now His Church sings with joy her praises to Him for His goodness, kindness, Mercy, Love and faithfulness, see [Isa 26:1-	20; 	Rev 5:9-10,12-14; 7:12; 11:17-18; 14:14; 15:3-4; 19:5].  


3	Across the scope of OT time, certain generations had not made it. Prior to the deliverance of Noah, the sons of Seth intermarried with Cain’s descendants who all abandoned the faith of their parents 	and a young population explosion of evil and disgrace took place along weakened Godly lines, to the point where Yahweh expressed, “[H]e was sorry that He had made them” and was disheartened 	that they had rendered themselves redundant  and separated from Yahweh – barring Noah and eight members of his family, see [Gen 6:1-7]. 		





Holy, Holy Holy (We bow before Thee)  -  Shane and Shane, City Alight with Keith Getty © 2019		


Joy in the Morning  -  Tauren Wells, Elevation Worship [Official Worship Video] © 2023
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide a crisp overview of the purpose of God in the revelation of Christ’s glory, that glorified God the Father. We read from Genesis 6:1-7; Zephaniah 3:16-20; Matthew 16:24; John 16:5-16; Romans 1:5-7; 16:27; 1 Corinthians 1-12; Gal 1:5-10; Hebrews 1:5-6,8; 1 John 1:9; Jude 1:17-25. Through the convenience of the closed Canon and as a starting point, Moses in the Old Testament attested to the fact that when the Israelites obeyed the Lord, they would see His glory1. An anonymous Psalmist put it this way - “[G]lorify Your name Oh God, and not ours, cause everyone to praise Your loving-kindness and Your truth”2. Isaiah at around 740 B.C. accurately prophesied that Lord God’s glory was so intense it was akin to a consuming fire that burned everything in its path. Mankind was extensively circumscribed by being “infected and impure with sin” that “[e]ven when man put on his prized robes of righteousness he found they were but filthy rags..”3. Zephaniah prophesied at around 640 B.C. “[T]he Lord your God has arrived to live among you.. He is a mighty Saviour and He will give you victory…and rejoice over you with great gladness…” At around 630 B.C. Zephaniah’s report went out that God’s people [barring the remnant] had become Spiritually redundant and separated from fellowship with Yahweh. At around AD 26 the Saviour Himself confirmed “[t]he timing for Salvation is now” and since Jesus was the most comprehensive revelation about God, the early Church could not fully know God apart from Christ. Christ gave new Life, He eased burdens, directed and helped believers to do good deeds. Scripture, from the outset advanced that all things must be viewed through the Trinity and Luke’s detailed recordal of Acts revealed the Church-composite-in-Christ was a conduit for praise and glory. At around AD 55, Paul the Apostle took effective steps as he preached to the Gentiles where he demonstrated a simple truth - the sacrificial system was purposed by God to last up to the entrance of Christ, so that people could be educated as to the meaning of His true sacrifice enacted on the Cross. Paul also qualified the aspect of “[t]he Lord is the Spirit who gives Life and freedom” to the Philippians and cast light on exhibiting “faith in all circumstances”, condluding with the fact that no other Universal gospel brought glory to God as Christ’s. The Apostles progressive work with the fledgling Church and their uncomplicated trust in Christ, time spent daily in the immediacy of prayer and deep response to God - the more troubles experienced, the more God showered comfort upon the Church4. According to their personal faith, the Apostles resisted the demand for rational circumstantial explanations and clung to the true reality of the goodness and Presence of God, that brought glory to God, just as the Lord Jesus predicted5. At around AD 64/65 Peter’s framework was filled with urgings to utilize gifts, skills and talents given at the discretion of the Holy Spirit and glorify God for praise purposes. John the Apostle, well grounded in the testimony of God and in his profound understanding of issues of God’s Light, at around AD 85/90 to third generation Christians canvassed what was good, pure, holy, true; and to the metaphorical transference of their sins upon Christ’s Cross, saying that the governing principle of confession6 was efficacious in bringing glory to God. ANY PERSON who wishes to partake of the wonderful righteousness of Christ, may confess, repent of your sins and ask for Salvation where Christ will restore you to God.    


 


Footnotes


1	The glory of God appeared soon after they completed God’s instructions. For the modern believer, serving the Lord God in one’s daily routines brings glory to Him. Selective waiting for the Lord’s 	wonderful and glorious acts may cause one to side-step the regular duty to obey. God wants us to take one day at a time and serve Him in a detailed and meaningful way [Lev 9:22-23].  


2	Too often we ask God to glorify His namewith  ours. There is nothing wrong with looking good or impressing others, but problems arise when we want to look good no matter what happens to God 	the Lord’s reputation in the process. A distinct mark of Christ was His reverence and obedience to God the Father who offered up His own reputation that the Father would receive all the glory. Paul 	to the young Timothy, called for an appropriate division of God’s Word, adherence to the kērygmatic message and living an honourable life before God, [Ps 115:1; 1Tim 2; 2 Tim 2].	 


3	Sin  must be recognized for what it is –  an action or actions that elicit God’s wrath and stern displeasure. Reproof, condemnation, curse and expulsion from the garden are all indicative of this. 	The computation of Adam’s sin contaminated generations down, “[t]hat which is born of the flesh is flesh” and today we have those who reject Christ the Saviour - Adam still hiding from God? Paul 	pinpointed the origin of corruption, a root of the unregenerate heart with no capacity to change its character or act differently - apart from Christ. Conceived of the Spirit of God the Lord Jesus was 	sinless and un-tainted by “flesh borne of the flesh”. Christ-likeness has thus become the goal of the Church [Gen 3:1ff;Eze 36:31-32;Jn 3:6; Ro 1:17; 8:7; Eph 5:1ff; Heb 2:3; Js 4:8-9; Rev 22:16].


4	Not always free from discomfort, the Church experienced the comforting support of God’s faithfulness in the Person of Jesus Christ’s indwelling Spirit, of whom Isaiah wrote “[t]ell Jerusalem I have 	punished her in full for her sins and now Comfort her.. shout that the Word of our God shall stand forever.. He will reign with mighty power and rule with awesome strength”. [Isa 40:1-11;1 Pe 5:4]            


5	The risen Jesus became a Life-giving Spirit in a new form of existence in His glorified physical body. As such, the Lord can live in heaven and  be in the hearts of His believers where His Spirit’s 	glory p-r-o-g-r-e-s-s-i-v-e-l-y transformed believers plus the more closely the Church related to Abba Father, the more the Church became like Him, see [2 Cor 3:17-18].


6	At around 1375 B.C. as Israel went through seven cycles of failure and being over-run by enemies, it was the stance of the Judges that repentance was much more than a glib acknowledgement 	of 	sin, since - a) repentance had as its object a deep down-to-the-marrow sorrow; b) the Lord measured repentance for integrity. Today, God the Saviour wants to forgive, He sent His Son to die for 	that very purpose. He Himself “Took a Lamb” so that when we confess our sins [and not the same ones over and over], we are freed to enjoy the gift of forgiveness. True confession cannot 	include the desire to act out the same sins repeatedly. There is no other purpose but to proclaim that one’s sins are paid for in full because Christ, for thirty years was chosen to be a suffering 	Servant, humble and full of mercy who died according to the strictest requirements of the Law. Pray for strength against temptations. Ask the Saviour to help you apply the “life-blood” He 	spilled to remove your sins forever and He will, in addition strengthen your character and deepen your commitment to God, see [Gen 22:8; Jn 1:29; Ac 8:32; 1 Jn 1:9; Rev 5:12].   


Jesus, Thank You  - Brook Hills Music [Official Lyric Video] © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel source Scriptural doctrine of Peace with God and His wonderful promises. We read from Genesis 12:1-3; Proverbs 10:22; 11:14; 28:27; Mark 6:6; 16:14;  John 3:16; Romans 2:12-29; 3:3-24; 1 Corinthians 1:7; Hebrews 13:11; 2 Peter 3:18. In the historical reality of the Old Testament [“OT”], a consequential presage to the word, ‘victory’ was another way of relating to Jehovah’s peace, joy and righteousness. At around 970 B.C. early in his reign, Solomon wrote that the Lord’s relationship with us is our wealth and the peace that comes forthwith, and that mankind’s efforts could add nothing to it. At around 848 B.C. to 797 B.C. Elijah who was blessed with God’s Peace, confronted a wicked king and brought to an end a dynastic era of polytheism in favour of the One True God, Jehovah1. Elisha had double portion of Peace with God and demonstrated the Lord’s gracious hands stretched out to help ordinary people with needs. Joel the prophet at around 835 B.C. working under the Peace of God advised the nation to turn back to God before an even greater judgment [than a plague of locusts affecting crop production] occurred. Jonah, when he eventually ceased running from God, brought the message that the Lord wanted all nations to turn to Him and that His peace reached out to all nations, creeds, tongues and cultures. Amos was a layman at peace with God, who tended sheep and farmed figs in the countryside. His witness was that he lived through a time where the nation was prosperous but exceedingly materialistic and complacent. His counsel affords the modern believer a clue about the fruits of a religion that had become a veneer of sincerity - their exploitation of the poor. Micah at around 742 B.C. who lived on the pathway of God’s peace, prophesied of the coming Messiah, the King of Peace who would show people true lasting Peace - but not a moment before both kingdoms N and S, fell; and Micah incorporated the fact that the Lord’s discipline kept His people on the right path. Isaiah called for repentance and renewal of heart - a product of peace with God and the  Saviour, who came from the very Throne of Peace was to bring about a special relationship and restoration of fellowship between God and man. Ezekiel in exile, sent back to Jerusalem messages of reconciliation, urging the people to turn back to God before they found themselves with him. His message was to the purpose of God’s discipline that drew people closer to Himself. Themes of Peace dominated the New Testament [“NT”] Scriptures with  expounded contributions from a number of sources. The Saviour in complete and holy peace2 with God Almighty, demonstrated how little He cared for His own comforts insofar as that meant conventions, dry traditions and taboos were over-ridden in favour of a universal grass-roots level of supplying to the crowds’ who earnestly sought Him. Nazareth, the home town of rejection, suffered from a deficit of faith and knowledge in terms of Saviour’s miracles and the Lord Jesus made the point that even where a worker for God was rejected, that did not mean divine Peace would cease and that “pride and unbelief” in no way affected the offer of God for Peace-with-Him. The Saviour kept a keen eye on those who responded to His peace and rebuked His disciples after His Resurrection for their refusal to believe people who had witnessed Lord Jesus alive3 from the dead. In Paul the Apostle’s preservation of the Peace of God, he stated to the Corinthians they lacked no Spiritual Gift, they should be at peace4 with God when they stood against paganism. Christ personally brought home the message of Salvation, “[A]nd now may the God of Peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, equip5 you with all you need to accomplish His will. May He who became the Great Shepherd of the sheep by an everlasting agreement between Him and you, signed with His blood, produce in you through the power of Christ all that is pleasing to Him. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen6.” ANY PERSON who genuinely desires the Love and Mercy of God that gives you Peace, may ask kindhearted Jesus for Salvation for your soul. 





Footnotes


1	Abraham lived according to a monotheistic faith apart from the Law and in the result, Abraham and Sarah experienced peace with Yahweh and received His promise of a son, see [Gen 21:1-7]. 


2	The OT peace offering served its function in a number of aspects – i) making peace with God; ii) a state of completeness; iii) a concluding offering; iv) that compensated for; v) to render a tribute, free 	-will gift or a greeting; vi) a vow-offering or a thank-offering; vii) as a form of “[m]y contribution”.  Through His Crucifiction, Jesus the Son of God became inter alia the Peace-Offering on behalf of 	everyone who believed on His name for Salvation that came from the Great King whose name is to be mightily revered among the Gentiles. All believers now exist in peace with God, acting under 	the  kērygmatic onus, see [Lev 1&3; Mal 1:14b; Heb 13:11].


3	Ex post Resurrection, the Saviour appeared among the disciples where they realized He was not an apparition because He embraced them, they examined His marked hands and feet and He ate 	food with them. He was able to appear and disappear and as the situation unfurled Saviour’s resurrection body became even more real to them in immortal form. Paul later develped the doctrine that 	that kind of body would be realized at the Lord God’s prescribed resurrection time for all believers in fellowship with the promised perfect sanctification in heaven [1 Corinthians 15:42-50]. 	


4	In his discourse Paul held up the guarantee of God that the Corinthians would be counted free from sin when Christ returned. Paul explained that peace with God was not due to their great gifts or 	performance  but was due solely to Christ’s accomplishments via the Cross and Resurrection that guaranteed God’s promise of Mercy, see [1 Cor1:7-9].


5	Christ clinched for believers – i) God will produce in believers’ lives the kind of person that pleases Him, and; ii) equip them to do the kind of work that pleases Him [Hebr 9:28; 13:20-21]. 


6	You believe you belong to the Lord God in Christ but do you know how to reverence Him? To show reverence meant to show deep respect, trust and honour in relationship with Abba Father. 	True reverence is not false respect but humble and genuine worship towards God. Abraham, Moses, Ezra and the prophets reacted according to God’s Presence in a variety of ways. All 	demonstrated deep reverence and they never lacked any good thing. At first we may question the truth of this statement because we lack “good things”. This is not blanket promise that all 	believers will be rich – all who call upon God, David remonstrated, their needs will be answered and at times, yes, in unexpected ways. Mankind was particularly created for Spiritual Worship of God 	the Lord Almighty and mankind’s deepest needs, the ‘good things’ are actually Spiritual, see [Ps  34:9-12].	


Come as You Are  -  Tracey Nichole© 2023  	
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part II enunciate the principle that believers were conduits for the Resurrection Life that flowed over into business. We read from Psalm 90:8,12; Ps 119:96-104; 2 Ki 22:1-2; Matthew 7:7-11; Mark 10:21; Luke 19:11-33. The Lord Jesus was not a carbon copy of the world’s selfishness and pride1. The Scriptures set out the Saviour embodied pure business virtues. A) The Words He spoke made His followers wiser than their enemies, wiser than any teachers who ignored His wisdom and His Words effected transformation within the believers’ hearts. B) The Lord Jesus commenced His ministry at 30 years and adjured young people to do the same. The Apostle Paul’s stance was that one should “[r]emain as free as possible” - which meant marriage, home and financial security were not the ultimate goal in life, serving Christ was. C) The Parable of God’s Kingdom and the Nobleman who “went away on business” [Matt 25:15] revealed Saviour’s Kingdom would not take form right away but that Grace was pre-planned and available up to the 2nd Appearance of Christ. There was a stipulation to engage while “waiting”, redeem one’s time and made good use of the resources provided in Jesus’ name, following God’s pre-determined avenue - i) one’s individual skills and talents surrendered daily to the Lord God for the good; ii) under the guidance of the Holy Spirit2. D) In order to be successful, businesspeople were of necessity required to make good use of every circumstance that came their way e.g. on invitation by Saul, David joined the palace staff that turned out to be an excellent opportunity for the young future king to gain first-hand knowledge in leading a nation. E) Balance in one’s work-life. The Saviour demonstrated by attendance at a week-long wedding celebration that was spent in celebration of the new life of the couple; and in order to accommodate - in some cases the entire village, in the result careful planning was needed. The Saviour took time out to bring balance to His life so that He might enjoy both work and festival pleasures3. F) Scripture asserted the fact that ambition should be used appropriately4. Faith in God is justified even when a business situation looked hopeless. We do not always know all the answers and at times our blessed Abba Father sees fit to hold back explanations until it slowly dawns upon us that we are not meant to know all the answers. The Lord God wants to know whether we will trust Him or not? Our individual circumstances, if preserved within the loving confines of a trustful fellowship e.g. in business or marriage that included the blessings of the Almighty God would never end in despair. Our faith in business, Scripture put forward as it must [peremptive] be unshakeable5 due to the fact it is built upon “[t]he confidence that God’s ultimate purpose will come to pass”. G) Having regard for money and wealth, the tenor of the Lord Jesus towards the wealthy young man was of genuine love in that Saviour did not hedge the truth. The pride of accomplishment in money had deceived the young man and ironically he lost command of the very first Commandment - which meant he had not “kept all the Law”. The disciples were incredulous - was wealth not a blessing from God? Wealth is not a sign of faith neither is it a sign of partiality with God. That the rich would find it harder to get into heaven was simply due to the fact that Salvation required humility. The man had run to the Lord wondering what he could do, however he left seeing that which he was unable to do. Most of the Saviour’s followers used their possessions to serve Him e.g. providing a home for travelling Apostles/brethren and they always bore in mind the plight of those with less than they. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to find the Love and Mercy of Christ that washes you clean, may ask Jesus the One who is kindhearted, for His Salvation.   


 


Footnotes


1	On the contrary the Saviour taught His followers to live differently and seek the benefits and rewards that were far different than that of the Pharisees and Sadducees. The joy of which Saviour spoke 	was a satisfying river of Life and hope that flowed from willing vessels who had decided to act differently than the world and this meant in ethics. This to the Lord was prosperity, see [Mtt 5:3-12]. 


2	Aided by the Holy Spirit meant that the Saviour could be with His Apostles not in body but through His Holy Spirit. The Lord explained the pertinence of prayer-power as a matter of course having 	regard for two that prayed together. The superficial agreement of thousands did not have the Holy Spirit’s wisdom nor did they have Him with them whereas two people filled with God’s Spirit prayed 	God’s will because He was with them. Sans the Holy Spirit, others would have agreement merely on the surface. The Father in heaven will hear and answer all His Children because the Holy Spirit 	with the critical ingredient of the Cross “[t]hat has brought us near to God the Lord”, see [Mtt 18:19-20; 2 Cor 4; 2 Tim 3:68].  


3	Saviour was in the throes of one of the greatest undertakings in the history of mankind. His mission to “save the world” and yet He took time to be with people, assist the Master of Ceremonies out of 	a tricky business spot and we have no doubt the Lord’s salient Parable about the wise wedding bridesmaids in context, probably was on His mind because He used scenes from everyday life to 	drive home a point in His Parables, see [Jn 2:1-2; see pg 10 of Spiritual Belief 2019 and pg 54 an index to all His business Parables]. 


4	The Saviour healed a child possessed by demons that threw it onto the ground, into the fire and into water to kill it. The parents had drawn their own conclusion that “[I]f the Saviour could, He would 	heal the child” - and, the iconic reply “[I]f I can?! . . Anything is possible if you have faith”. These words did not mean followers could obtain anything they wanted if they just centered on positive 	thoughts. Jesus the Lord made a significant statement that anything is possible with faith – because nothing is too difficult for God to do! The powerful statement disclosed the Power of God in that 	Abba Father was well able to overcome all obstacles to His work. In addition, a clue the Lord gave that verified He had come from heaven since He knew the vast, mighty unending Power of God, 	see [Mk 9:20-24; Eph 2:8-9; Heb 11:1,6]. 	


5	Paul’s point was served by the fact that God’s natural plan was His ideal for His creation. Unfortunately, what comes naturally to human nature was sin, denying God and rejecting the proper way 	humans were meant to live. Paul taught the Churches to guard their choices made for Christ and not follow the general trend of idolatry and advanced it was essential that one’s opinions were 	formed exclusively from the input of God’s Word - the only standard for truth and reflected should be their decisions and actions, see [Ge 2:16-17; Ro 1:18-32].		 


There is Nothing That our God can’t Do  -  Passion [Feat., Kristian Stanfill] © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel explore the teachings of Scripture in Part I that candidly allowed for the fact “[t]he business of Jesus the Saviour was not for personal gain”. We read from Genesis 23;1ff; 2 Samuel 15:2; Mark 13:13; Luke 20:9-21; Acts 19:21-41. Briefly, business in the Old Testament was transacted at the City gates1. Matters germane to the actual business of bargaining evidenced as early as at around 2091 B.C.2 in the recordal. Amos, an ordinary shepherd at around 760 B.C. - 750 B.C. gave a broad picture of world affairs and said the Lord God had noted  business had profited from the downfall of others. Solomon, throughout most of his reign made it his business to use the wisdom God gave him as a gift.  He applied it well because he sought after God. His organization was specific in the maintainence of territory and his government’s effectiveness. Being well organized initially helped his people to work together and ensured desired goals. Each of the twelve tribes had one month per year to support the king in the hefty ways that pleased him notwithstanding the fact the prophet Samuel had warned the people of heavy taxation when they came begging him to ask God for a king3. In the fourth year of King Darius’ reign at around 518 B.C., the previous 70 years the people had been holding a ‘fast’ every August in order to remember the destruction of Jerusalem. Now that Jerusalem was being rebuilt they came to the Temple to ask God the Lord ought they continue the annual fast. The Lord did not answer their question directly. Instead, like the blessed Father He is, He told them their behaviour was more important than their religious holidays. What he wanted was honesty in business and compassion for the weak. In the New Testament, the precious Treasure that is Lord Jesus, came with a simple offer4 of Salvation. By clearing the Temple the Lord Jesus twice clarified to the business fraternity that their business was to be transacted at the city gates and not brought into the Lord God’s House of Prayer; and for the priests who had promoted ‘business’ and false rates only in the Gentile area, there was a warning5. In addition, Saviour preached against injustice and favoured the poor over the rich. John the senescent Apostle prophesied a few things about the end-time business product - that its brand6  would be of more import than people. The lesson that presents to modern mankind particularly those of the “666” periodic type leadership was that Yahweh’s purposes will always stand and while at times He purposed for certain events to take place, He expressly made provision for those who love Him that they would always be doubt-free7. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour’s mercy and Grace may ask Jesus the Lord to forgive you and save you. 


 


Footnotes


1	The capital Jerusalem’s, local and national leaders met at the city gates to transact business and conduct government affairs, which was the perfect spot since all transactions needed witnesses in 	order to legitimize contracts. Noteworthy is our Lord’s remark that the two witnesses legally required for the New Covenant Oath were He and heavenly Father [2 Sam 15:2; Mtt 3:13; Mk 10;45].


2	Abraham politely during an interchange with Ephron [a Hittite of purple trade] mentioned a particular piece of land and Ephron said “No charge”. Abraham insisted on paying for it, Ephron politely 	mentioned the price but said in effect that “[i]t wasn’t important”. Abraham paid the 400 pieces of silver [a significant price] and thus avoided insulting Ephron. The high price was outrageous because 	the Hittites weren’t thrilled about foreigners buying up property and the custom of the day was to ask double the fair market value fully expecting the buyer to offer half- price. It is noteworthy that 	even though the Lord Yahweh had promised the land to Abraham, He did not just strip it away from Ephron. 


3	The teaching, training and enjoying of wisdom’s benefits had nexus to the Lord’s involvement in Solomon’s development, growth and differentiation between right and wrong. Of the dynastic  line of 	David, Solomon was an extensive author, accumulator of massive stables, a huge harem, owner of amassed wealth where labourers were recruited with a measure unpalatable to a people who 	relished freedom. A days’ food supplies consisted of 30 kōr of flour, 60 kōr meal, 30 cattle, 100 sheep, venison and fowls [a kōr = one homer = one donkey load]. The cargo-holds of incoming gold 	and ivory, the chariots – one upon which a plaque was written “With love from the girls of Jerusalem” and the stream of many heathen wives – overall discretely suggested gluttony. The more 	luxurious Solomon’s courts became the heavier the people were taxed. That created unrest and soon conditions became ripe for revolution. Solomon gradually forgot his need for God and allowed 	ungodly influences to enter his courts. He violated God’s commands for a king. Why was this type of overload prohibited? The Lord knew these activities would hurt the nation both politically and 	Spiritually and when faced with severe pressures in all directions, Solomon, after initially resisting and maintaining a pure faith eventually succumbed as his spiritual coldness developed from a 	minor departure of the Lord God’s law into fullblown idolatrous worship. He later wrote of meaningful life and counselled “Fear of the Lord God”[Lev 18:21;Dt 17:14-20;1 Sa 8:11f; Eccl 12 ].


4	The world of commerce extraordinarily provided the most beautiful description of the sacrifice Christ made in that He purchased with His own blood – a rare price indeed - the Church Abba Father 	chose for Him - at a 	purchase price of immeasurable import, see [Mk 13:13; Lk 19:10]. 


5	Scripture without question established the Lord God is Justice and Mercy. His warnings are Mercy, where He allows people to intercede for the wicked and Grace forgives [Ge 18;33;19:1;Eph4:32].


6	The Lord’s prophets telescoped great events but did not of necessity discern precise times and seasons e.g. they could not see the long distance of time from the exile to the Incarnation of the 	Saviour although incredulously one predicted the precise place of His birth. The purpose of prophecy was not to facilitate the how of events, only to state that they must happen. Isaiah’s proper	construction of the Messiah and His Sufferings was preceded with “[T]his is so stunning, who will believe my report?” and the Crucifiction that destroyed the devil’s work now deserves our highest 	praises and glory goes to God. A name given by the Church at around AD 65 to AD 95 to guild tradesmen who cheated, were “followers of Balaam”. Make sure you are aware who the business-	people are that you respect and follow, whether they deserve your loyalty or not [Isa 53; Mic 2:12-13; 5:8; 1 Jn 5:3-4; Rev 13:1ff].


7	An interesting observation regarding the value of raiment at around 1010 B.C. was  seen in the common lists of booty taken in war. Our garments of praise are of value to the 	Lord our God. Paul at 	around AD 66/67 unveiled the appearance of two “Counterfeits” who leveraged wealth, sounding the call to never give them any position; at around AD 66/68, two years before destruction, Peter 	raised a call for the Church in re wide-spread, state-sponsored civic persecution, to honourably endure; and at around AD 90/5, John was given insight into our future in his mention of two significant 	features of egotistical business – the famine prices of oil and wine and the impact of economic disruption that followed the loss of the rich from the market [Ex 7:11-12; Ac 19;21-41; 2 Tim 3:6-8].


Lead Me to the Cross  -  Ruth Ginger [Official Lyric Video] © 2023		Deeper  -  Sharon Byrd, Kingsway Worship © 2022							*The Lord’s Writings
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the effects the Gospel of Salvation had on the early Church - in the Age of Grace. We read from Psalm 134:1-3; Isaiah 44:28; Malachi 1:11; Luke 10:32-48; Ro 8:29; 1 Corinthians 15:14,17; 1 Timothy 3:14-15. To say Christ’s Resurrection had a momentous effect upon the early Church1 would be an understatement. Their activities were considerable and accomplished through the power of the Holy Spirit in continual day and night acts of praises. The Holy Spirit inspired the Church into prayer with astounding results2 - the import underlined by Saviour Himself when He twice cleared the Temple of consumerism where He commanded the prayerful House of Father God, instead of idolatry. In addition He gave a sufficiently wise pattern for His disciples to follow for their prayers. The acceptance of the Gentiles was a turning point in the early Church who recognized Jesus Christ’s great Love for human souls3. They worshipped regularly and gave support to those in authority over them4. The members set up an organised program in order to provide for the poor and their love was contagious with reach that went far beyond neighbourhoods and communities.  The work was spread out by paying particular attention to the special role of the Gifts the Holy Spirit administered, that Christ had referenced via John 14. Paul, who called his Calling “[o]ut of due time” compared to the Apostles, contributed in  extensive terms that to lose the value of Christ in our daily life and conversation would be most unwise. It was better to please God and live a life according to His principles, to - i) love Christ since He was akin to a perfume poured out; ii) there was flavour in one’s life and speech, as he counseled the Colossians to lift Christ higher in their experience; iii) to all persons Christ was relevant and God’s love was extended; iv) the prospect of pleasing Abba Father was beneficial with enjoyable fellowship; v) keeping close to Jesus meant the “the Lord is mine and I am His”. We bear in mind the Lord Jesus’ own actions towards Mary in Bethany, where He permitted her the role of disciple and held up her thirst for knowledge regarding the Kingdom of God. The qualifying criteria for consideration to Church office was “fear of the Lord”5 and the hastening to obey . The strength to live with Godly effort, self-discipline and acceptable treatment from a Christian perspective were guidelines that came from the Lord Jesus, imparted by the Holy Spirit. At around AD 35 it might be observed the Gospel of Christ greatly changed people’s lives6. God’s Word was acceded to as vital for information and knowledge but mostly for transformation - and a key component was the desire to no longer serve oneself but to exhibit a sincere concern to help those who had real needs. The Word was so powerful that Paul felt he could leave Titus on Crete to “[b]ring to order that which was lacking”. Miracles became persuasive elements in lieu of the Churches’ message about Lord Jesus7. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to believe the risen Jesus Christ, may turn to Him and ask for Grace to forgive you of sin and save you. We urge you to stay with Christ.  


 


Footnotes


1	The Resurrection of the Saviour was core to Church history. Paul the Apostle in his circular letter to the Corinthians considered the Resurrection of cardinal importance “[i]f Christ has not been raised 	then our preaching is in vain”, see [Lk 24:6-9, Ac 2:1ff].


2	In the midst of plots, murders, evil, and the Passover, Peter was taken in by the Institutional leaders – and Luke inserts a word of import here, BUT the believers were praying for Peter’s safety and 	when Peter appeared they were astounded at the speed of the Lord’s review. Peter was safe and God the Father had again validated the Gospel, that it will be spread, [Ac 11, 12:3-7].


3	Yahweh never forgets what His servants did for Him all those centuries ago to carry His promise in Abraham’s seed through to the era of Grace which, after Christ’s Incarnation, He opened to the 	Gentiles. In the Old Testament final book, at around 430 B.C. the Lord raised up a Jerusalem prophet, Malachi to address the litany of willful disobedience that had infected even the priests. 	Malachi advanced the purpose of the Lord God who would shower His blessing upon many who loved His name, that “[H]is name would be honoured by the Gentiles from morning to night”. 	Peter brought along six witnesses who cited Malachi’s very words of the coming Holy Spirit of God, sent by Christ, who then played an integral role in the foundation and development of the Church 	whereupon all intellectual and theological discussion ceased at the live evidence of Peter and his companions whose human souls had been saved and lives changed, see [Ac 11:1-12,16].


4	At around AD 26, the Lord Jesus as He sent His disciples out into the villages, told them to accept the hospitality offered because they deserved to be remunerated for their work. The early Church 	similarly ensured their ministers were given everything they needed, see [Lk 10:7; 1 Thess 5:12-13; Hebr 13:18-19].	


5	The Lord Jehovah, over the centuries had stern words to say regarding the times His people opted for idolatry which had as its object a “[m]ove away from Yahweh and His Love.“  Generally,  	idolatry was “packaged and traded” to ambitious people of money, office, title or social standing” who through their own greed fell into the deception with all their hearts, Scripture says. The early 	Church would have 	none of it. They pooled resources and turned away from even the appearance of the “idolatry package” and Scripture confirmed their discernment with not a few accounts – i) 	Philip’s reproach to the sorcerer who tried to “buy” the gifts of the Holy Spirit in order to get ahead; ii) Annanias and Sapphira who deviously kept back a portion of purchased land; iii) the girl who 	was hired to “fortune-tell”  where con-men exacted large sums of money from the rich and an annoyed Paul who exposed the falsehood; iv) opposition from the religious institutions. All possessions 	the Church categorized as God’s and the satisfactory outcome was their stewardship for His kingdom. This was a divine reversal of idolatry [Ac 4:32-35; 5:1-42; 7:42-43; 19:23-28; 24:26].	


6	Job, a judge at around 1900 B.C., affirmed that no leader had any real wisdom apart from God and that no report or research could ever outweigh God’s opinion. Job clung to the hope of 	Resurrection. At around 450 B.C. Ezra and Nehemiah proved the wisdom of God over a unique set of circumstances. The post-exilic remnant [those who heeded God’s warnings] returned to the 	place, Jerusalem, where their forefathers had promised to follow God, but were greeted by a mixed breed of cultures from N, S, E and W. Ezra deemed it necessary to teach God’s Word with	particularity to the remnant who had the Grace of God. Daniel at around 600 B.C. noted that those with the wisdom of God would do exploits [Ezr 4:1-5; Neh 8:1-5;Job 12:24-25;Col 1:6,8;Ti 1]. 


7	Miracles brought the realization that Salvation had been accomplished and in the result the Apostles’ message about the Crucified and Risen Messiah was true, see [Ac 5:16].


You’ve Been Faithful  -  Anchor Faith Worship © 2023


I Give You Praise  -  Hillsong Live, from the album “Blessed” © 2014
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Graeme and his wife Vel believe in the Scriptural account rendered of the physical Ascension of Jesus Christ our Saviour. We read from Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50f; Acts 3:20-21; 6;7; 7:56; 9:27; 1 Corinthians 15:8. The facts of the Ascension were recorded in two Gospels by Mark and Luke and re-iterated in the early inscriptions of the book of Acts by Luke. Mark’s depiction of Christ’s Ascension was that prior to Ascension, Jesus blessed His disciples and thereafter ascended into heaven whereby His physical Presence left the disciples. The disciples went on to continuously worship at the Temple. Luke’s thrilling portrayal of the Resurrection of Christ and His exultant Ascension provides a glimpse of the Son of Man who was once humbled before His heavenly Father now gloriously rising into the air before the disciples’ eyes as He disappeared into heaven. According to Luke, the disciples were not left bereft but excited and filled with Joy knowing He was going to be with them forever, that where they could not expect to see Him everyday, it was in accordance with the Promise of God that the Holy Spirit would dwell within their hearts, so that Christ could be with them perpetually. They were witnesses to the bodily form of Christ’s Ascension and it would be required of them to witness to that which Jesus the Saviour had spoken of and later, at around AD 33 and AD 35 both Stephen and Paul, “good and worthy men” reported seeing Jesus in bodily form a few years after His Ascension. The disciples personally increasingly learnt1 about Christ through worship, studying the Scriptures, praying and allowing the Holy Spirit to mould them into the image of the Lord God, where eventually they would be “[P]erfect just as I am perfect” as inscribed by God, since God the Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit were One. The comfort and empowerment of the then disciples who became Apostles was causa causans to an energetic course that followed in the continued work of fulfilling the words of Jesus the Lord, with great effect. Today, Christ the King of kings, seated at God’s right hand has authority over all of heaven and earth. Jesus Christ in His role as the High Priest2 in perpetuity, signified the completion of His earthly work, to the position of King of the kingdom3 of God, King of kings and with Headship authority over His humble Church. The Ascension marked the commencement of Christ’s reign of continual intercession at Lord God’s right hand for all those who love Him and though He is not physically present with His people today He is no less concerned about the Church and its shepherds4 or less active on their part. His reign at the right hand of God similarly commenced the age of Church Grace eschatologically prior to His 2nd Appearance, as prescribed by the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last, the One who was and is and is to Come, the Lord God Almighty. 


ANY PERSON who realizes they have sinned against God; and want to come into His Kingdom by Jesus Christ, may call on the name of Lord Jesus, He is listening and will save you.   


 


Footnotes





1	Knowledge of God is one of the many Gifts of the Holy Spirit that Christ gave at His Ascension where it was said “[A]fter His victory over Satan, He Ascended into heaven and distributed gifts to 	men”. Our oneness in Christ does not destroy our individuality. The Holy Spirit gave to each one special gifts for building up the Church. Now that we have these gifts it is crucial to serve God with 	them by utilizing them. Recognise your special area of gifting to strengthen and encourage the Church, see [1 Cor 13 and 14; Eph 4:8,11-12]. 


2	Christ revealed on earth “[B]efore Abraham, I Am” - yesterday, today and forever. As High Priest, He is seated at God’s right hand entitled as future conquering Ruler - the only anointed-by-God 	means of breaching the gulf between God and man who is at-one-ment with God by His blood sprinkled upon our hearts for humility and obedience. Take note of what the prophet Moses was 	commanded to speak – “[A]nd, He [My Servant] will remain in heaven until the final recovery of all things from sin…and I will personally deal with anyone who does not listen to Him”. At that juncture, 	Peter and the Apostles had called the nation into a realization of their deeds done in rejection of their Messiah. Thereafter the message was taken to the Gentiles whose hearts were open to receive 	Jesus’ Salvation.Paul stated that Christians saw the world as it was – physically decaying and infected with sin but they need not lose hope because when the world is rid of all evil – and it shall be, 	there comes a glorious day with magnificent freedom from sin that God’s children will enjoy, see [Mtt 13:35; Acts 3:21; Ro 8:21; the Parable of Lazarus and Dives pg 34 of the Spiritual Belief 2019].  


3	During the years of Saviour’s ministry on earth, the disciples continually wondered about His kingdom. When would it come? What would be their role? In the traditional role the Messiah would be 	an earthly conqueror who would free Israel from Rome. Rome at around AD 26 showed little respect for God; they exercised authority over the religious leaders; Rome gave itself sole jurisdiction 	over the death sentence - evidenced in the action of Herod; Rome was not the political Saviour the leaders were looking for; Rome divided the land; they levied heavy taxes;  they worshipped pagan 	gods with ancillary depravities and instituted false worship of their emperors. The people chafed under their rule and the Lord Jesus was at odds with many elements of Roman culture e.g. a 	distinction drawn was that Rome was “macho” while Jesus’ Salvation was Merciful and humble, however, Saviour acknowledged that the Father set the times and schedules of worldwide events and 	personal changes and in the result He turned and showed a warm attitude towards Roman officers, even healing their children, a fact that proved mighty in the wider spread of the Gospel as anyone 	who called upon His name was saved. Jesus had taught that the Spiritual kingdom comprised the Presence of God and His power that would reside within the disciples’ hearts and countenanced 	them to wait for His power, see [Mtt 26:3,59; Mk 1:9; 3:2; 6:17-19; 9:12-13; 10:37; 15:7; Lk 1:70; 19:1-10; Acts 1:4-9].   


4	The Old Testament characteristics of shepherds was a model of the True Shepherd, that He – gave wisdom and guidance; led on the best path; shattered evil; defended and carried the sheep; led 	into victory; was tender with the sheep who were utterly dependant upon Him; the sheep knew His voice; and the Great Shepherd listened with radiance when His earthly “shepherds” prayed to Him, 	see [Ge 48:15; 49:24; Nu 27:17; Ps 23:1; 28;9; 80:1; Jn 10:14; pg 23 of Spiritual Belief 2015].	


				





* Plead the Blood  -  Christ Davenport, Brandon Lake, Cody Carnes [Live in studio] © 2023	*No-one Ever Cared For Me like Jesus  -  Steffany Gretzinger © 2020      	*Big Enough  -  Clark Family Music © 2023 		
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Graeme and his wife Vel cast a light on Christ the Saviour who embodied a heart of Spiritual gladness. We read from Psalm 16:11; 45:7; Philippians 4:4; 1 Peter 1:8. The Scriptural word for gladness lay within the Lord Jesus preferenced language of Aramaic, “to be excited”, “intensely joyful” and “enjoying a unique quality of life” that was grounded upon and derived from the God Almighty Himself and indeed Scripture prophesied the Saviour was anointed with the “oil of Gladness more than His companions. That the joy of the sinless Christ was pure, spotless and separated from the system of the world; and in the Presence of God the Lord continually.  Joy was connected to varying roles of God’s people and the role of mother was an important one. Hannah, found joy in something she had “loaned” to the Lord God, her son Samuel1.  In the New Testament, at around AD 26, the Saviour communicated the joy of Eternal Life that it was within reach of ordinary men and women. By relating the parable of the Prodigal, Jesus the Lord demonstrated God’s graciousness was available for everyone, even ones who initially had behaved in a self-righteous way. Jesus illustrated that both sower and reaper will see the rewards for souls brought into the kingdom of God - a cause for great rejoicing in heaven2. John the disciple recalled a moment when, as Christ approached Gethsemane, doubts, fear, uncertainty and numerous other forces were at war within the disciples’ hearts however the Saviour articulated words that generated joy3 amongst them even though they had no inkling of the magnanimity of what He was saying. Joy marked the life of the early Church where Paul associated himself with Christ’s joy to the Philippians; Peter acknowledged intense joy came from the sufferings for Christ and the Hebrews author/s consistently recorded ..[t]hat for the joy set before Him, Jesus endured the Cross”. Joy accompanied the gifts of the Spirit from which the modern Church draws participative faith. The miracles of the Apostles personified a joyous component. Turning to the book of Acts at the conversion of the Gentiles, the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas encountered wonderful joy from the Phoenician and Samarian congregations that redemption had reach even across to the Gentiles. The crowds in heaven that John the senescent Apostle ‘saw’ in his vision, expressed mightily4 the deep joy they felt in the Lamb of God that through Him all the Churches’ good deeds had flowed. We conclude with six causes of heavenly joy and three facts about Christ - i) the incarnation of Christ; ii) the eponymous Church; iii) the return of every penitent sinner; iv) exaltation of the Lamb of God; v) the gathering home of the saints; vi) the Victory of righteousness. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour, receives His joy when you ask for Salvation and His Grace to save you. 


 


Footnotes





1	Mothers throughout our Scriptural history have discovered the joy of serving God. Hannah’s prayer was answered with wider aspect than she could ever have imagined. The Lord took her from 	discouragement to the joy of answered prayer. Isaiah prophesied of the double-sided nature of the Lord’s Word whereby justice and comfort operated and stated the Lord would comfort Jerusalem 	like a mother comforts her child which meant they would be spoken tenderly to and pardoned. Mary the mother of Jesus of Nazareth received two prophecies about her Son and she experienced 	both the wonderful joy and the pain connected to the privilege of being Mother in the flesh to the Saviour and Messiah. Christ, in His most excruciating moments on the Cross honoured His mother 	by ensuring she was comforted. He focused her attention upon John as her future son. Paul mentioned he had been as tender and gentle with the Thessalonians as a mother would be. And again, 	Paul to Timothy, gave acknowledgement to bothTimothy’s mother and grandmother for communicating their strong Christian faith to Timothy, even though his father was probably not a believer. 	Many who have become strong in the Lord started off poor or grossly un-enabled. In God’s eyes a person’s value is absolutely not connected to wealth, position or the “social nicety ladder”. 	God chooses His own future leaders because – i) He is the type of Leader who empowers people who are genuine and love Him; ii) He has great depths of capacity to find value in people and make 	them uniquely useful because His ways are higher. There is no Scripture anywhere that teaches dishonour of one’s mother. In both Testaments it is expressly and repeatedly inscribed by God the 	Lord, by prophets, kings, priests, Christ the Lord Himself and His Apostles who laid the early foundations of the Church worldwide, to honour one’s mother and bring her joy irrespective of wealth, 	poverty or social position. There are explicit warnings against dishonouring her, see [1 Sa 2:19; Ps 113:9; Isa 40:1; 66:13; Lk 2:1ff; 23:55-56; Jn 19;25-27; 1 Thss 1:9; 2 Tim1:5].


2	The developed theological concept was that even the heavens shouted for joy, the earth broke forth into song and the mountains sang, due to the fact God the Lord was their Creator. The ode to 	nature and her relationship of praises to God is un-mistakeable. Isaiah facilitated at a time when God’s people thought He had abandoned them to the most hated nation – Babylon. But the Lord  	answered with words of comfort and compassion. A significant reminder that the Lord our Saviour and Redeemer who has been at work throughout the ages conforming us to His heavenly Farher’s 	Plan delivers Mightily with joy. The Scriptural fact is that Jesus the Saviour at His 2nd Appearance will be coming on the clouds in His Father’s glory –  where Abba Father will deliver those who “[f]ear 	God and worship Him” and “[H]e will protect them…”, for there is joy in praising the Lord - “Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honour, power and might be to our God forever and ever. Amen!” see 	[Isa 49:13-26; Zeph 3:14; Rev 14:3-7,23; 7:9-17].  


3	Christ’s Presence incorporated the light of God in His joy, blessings and Life. It was no wonder the disciples felt miserable at the thought of Him departing however the Lord assured them of His 	promise to send the Holy Spirit so that His Presence could be with them forever. This filled them with joy. The work of the “Glorifier of Jesus” - Father God’s Spirit is the Source of a deep joy who 	works in believers hearts their identity in Jesus Christ’s Cross; and the fruits of character in respect of the kingdom of God that find God’s approval, see [Ac 13:52; 1 Cor 12 and 13].


4	These were not a handful of remnant. Scripture demonstrated to John, at God’s prescribed time at the culmination of human history, there were so many, too many to count, millions upon millions 	whose garments had been washed in the praises of Christ and made white by His blood, who shouted and praised the Lamb of God loudly as “[w]aves of a hundred oceans crashing on the shore, 	like the sounds of the mightiest claps of thunder you have ever heard, see [Lk 2:13-14; 15:7; Rev 5:9-10; 14:2-3; 19:6; Rev 19:7].  		


Gethsemane  -  The Revelation Room, Luke Finch and Grace Finch © 2023


River of Revival  -  Joey Christobal © 2023
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Graeme and his wife Vel facilitate meaning regarding the Scriptural doctrine that all followers of Jesus Christ are categorized as family and priests of God. We read from Genesis 12:1-3; Leviticus 24:3; Numbers 17:1-7; Luke 23:46; John 1:1-5; Hebrews 5:4-7; 1 John 5:7-18; Revelations 11:19. As a point of departure; firstly, John the disciple in his Gospel inscribed “[b]efore anything existed there was Christ ..with God and who was God…nothing exists that He did not make.. all those who believe in Him are re-born by the will of God”; secondly, the Ark of Covenant, [the edût - “I see”] witness and most sacred shelter to the Israelites is not here, it is in heaven according to the vision shown to John the senescent Apostle at around AD 90/95 by the First and the Last, the Alpha and Omega, the Lord God Almighty, who at another time declared on Oath “[G]od has put His own Spirit in our hearts as proof that we are living in Him and He with us”. That believers have a familial bond by faith is deducible from the following authoritative statement - “we have three witnesses in heaven - the voice of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, heavenly Father’s voice from heaven at Christ’s baptism and Christ the Word made flesh, who spoke at His death “[F]ather into Your hands I commit my Spirit”. The Old Testament Children of God at around 742 B.C. to 681 B.C were peremptively directed - to be separate and holy1. The Church today is guided along similar lines - i) zealous Spiritual devotion2 is grounded upon hope and Christ’s Legacy of Peace; ii) administering meaningful help where needed; iii) the place of Spiritual instruction, the Lord’s Day as a holy place within the proper understanding of the will of God our Father, iv) our daily common-sense health; v) economic use of finances with a view to giving alms to the poor is holy - if it weren’t so, the Lord God would not have acted upon the Centurion’s almsgiving3 as it was reported to Him; vi) faith required an uncomplicated heart that experienced the “Joy of the Lord” at separation from the worldly system of greed, secrets and unresponsiveness; vii) saints to honour the “Emmaus trend” in the Scriptures; viii) the command to love and pray. The Holy Spirit4 intercedes and transforms the Church into obedience to God’s will and our-Brother-our-High-Priest, the Lord Jesus Himself intercedes for His Church in perpetuity, her beautiful colors and well defined holy character is on His map! She is all He thinks about. He brings honour to Abba Father’s name who chose her and it is on that ground that Christ the Saviour will never abandon the Church. Peter the Apostle [Ac 2:33; 1 Pe 2:5,9] essayed two points - God sent the Saviour who sent the Holy Spirit; the believers’ Calling had effect where daily commitment met the priestly convocation to approach and pray for reconciliation of the unsaved, who had neither access to God nor one to bridge the gap. This is what was meant to be God’s family and a priest of the King of kings. John the Apostle considered the Spiritual and bio-physical impact of a child of God - that none should practise sinning5. 


ANY PERSON who does not want to perish but be saved by the Grace of God must turn from your sins to Christ the Lord who has authority to save you. Pray and ask Him.  





Footnotes


1	As the people of God, in order to attain honour from Him it was declared “[y]ou must obey all of God’s laws and be holy as the Lord requires”. The heartfelt plea from a few who had persevered 	successfully and kept themselves separate and holy, a remnant who cried out “[W]e who belong to you O Lord, we need you so”, since others had turned aside to dark arts. After His ministry, 	Christ the Saviour shared His imperative with His disciples that all nations will come to Him and be blessed because God has poured out His Spirit of Grace and Supplication [Dt 26:19; Mtt 22:37].


2	Scripture concentrated on cogent designations for the Family of God - i) called His treasured possession; ii) believers are greatly assisted, as they have Christ’s Spirit that when they stumble and 	genuinely confess they may with Abba Father’s approval continue approaching and serving Him. He has promised every believer who confesses, they will be forgiven, iii) God loves us as His 	Children and calls us His  sons; iv) “[t]o all who received Him, Christ the Lord, He gave the right to become Children of God; v) ‘[f]or you did not receive a spirit of fear but a Spirit of sonship and by 	Him we cry Abba Father”. These words of Paul pointed to the embrace of His loving heavenly Father that Paul enjoyed; vi) “[I] will be a Father to you and you will be my sons and daughters says the 	Lord Almighty”; vii) “[t]o redeem you so that you may receive the full rights of sons”; viii) “[b]ecause you are sons, God sends His Spirit into our hearts”, see [Dt 14:2; Isa 63:16; Hos 11:1; In 1:12; Mtt 	3:17; Ro 8:15; 2 Cor 6:18;10:1-5; Gal 4:5-6].


3	We must not lose sight of our Abba Father’s enjoyment at receiving the report of Cornelius’ almsgiving to the misfortunate. At around AD 35, Cornelius was Commander of 100 soldiers, stationed 	at Caesarea and would probably return home to Rome, which meant that His conversion, that came as a result of his prayers and almsgiving to the poor was salient to the widespread growth of the 	Kingdom of God [Ac 10:1ff]. 


4	The distinctive names [non-exhaustive] for the Holy Spirit are – Counsellor, Comforter, Spirit of God, Spirit of the Lord God; Spirit of Christ; Spirit of the Son; Holy Spirit; Willing Spirit; Spirit of 	revelation, wisdom and understanding. He gives us the power to love a world that is perishing – people created in the image of God. The act of love in praying for the unsaved can definitely only find 	Source in the Holy Spirit who bonds us to the kērygmatic onus. Listen to the Holy Spirit - He talks to every believer through the Word of God that does not fail [Dt 14:2; Ro 5:5; 8:9; 2 Cor 1:22].   


5	John’s revelations illustrated that “worldliness” began in a heart characterized by three ruling aspects - lust that sought to gratify a variety of appetites; materialism that craved accumulation; and the 	pride of obsession with status/privilege. Christians commit sins, of course, however provision was made to forgive them, as God promised on Oath. Unless one came to Christ humbly in faith for 	forgiveness for sin one could not be forgiven and would be prone to the re-surfacing of the same sins. The Word says there is no middle ground. To “love sinners” as Christ did means we should in 	all seasons be prepared to join with Him, pray for them and speak to them if they ask about Christ the Lord’s Salvation, see [Gen 3:6; Mtt 4:1-11; 1 Jn 2:15-16].





Glorious One  -  Bayside Worship [Acoustic] © 2023  


My Heart Your Home  -  Mckenna Mckee © 2023  	


New Creation  -  Mac Powell © 2023 
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Graeme and his wife Vel extend the full plenitude of Lord God’s nature in the Scriptural record pertaining to His usage of Signs and Wonders.  We read from Ex 15:11; Josh 3:5; Ps 77:14; Daniel 1:17,20; Joel 2:30 read with Acts 2:17-21; 6:8; Matthew 8:27; Mark 8:31; John 8:58. Broadly speaking, the Lord Jehovah’s Character, wonders and miracles ran in well defined channels; assisted mankind understand His power and works; bore testimony of His breathtaking Character as was remitted by all His servants. It is described, the Lord God is - all knowing; ever-present; steadfast; beautiful; Creator of everything; generous and kind; great and Sovereign; joyful; just and good; worthy of thanksgiving; holy; merciful; forgiving; powerful; reveals His will so those who adore Him can follow; a deliverer; righteous; scrupulously fair; honourable1 and is Spirit and Truth. In the Old Testament [“OT”], Signs and Wonders were seen as proof of the Lord Yahweh’s activities in earthly realms and the word ‘Sign’ had implications of - a) something visible; b) an assurance or reminder; c) a pledge of a prophet’s predictions; d) the works of God. Moses, at Yahweh’s formative guidance, performed signs2 - i) for belief purposes, that it would be known Jehovah is God alone; as a punishment; as a direct reaction to sin; as against the pride of man; to glorify Jehovah; indicative of Jehovah’s faithful provision. Scripture recorded men and women of faith all acknowledged3 the Lord’s signs and wonders such as - i) Moses said ‘[H]e is majestic in holiness, awesome in glory and wonderful”; ii) Joshua said “[L]ord God’s works are amazing”; iii) David the King sang of the Lord - “[H]e performs miracles and displays His power among the peoples”; iv) in the book of Daniel it is declared “[g]reat are His signs and wonders, they are mighty”; v) Joel prophesied “[H]e will do wonders in the skies - blood, fire4 and billows of smoke”. Joel prophesied of the greater wonder of God’s Holy Spirit5 who would be sent with restoration after repentance had taken place. In the New Testament, reserved are the most special references to God’s greatest Wonder of all - the son of Man, Jesus Christ, the Son of God - i) the Saviour pre-existed the history of mankind; ii) as the Son of Man He was given all authority over things in heaven and on earth; iii) Christ’s foreknowledge predicted correctly - His betrayor whom He distinguished alongside His other detractors as “unclean”; iv) the precise time of His return to His heavenly Father; v) His own sufferings, Crucifiction and Resurrection; vi) His being numbered with the transgressors; vii) His Lordship; viii) His pre-eminence; ix) His exaltation; x) the increase of the Kingdom of God that He offered to mankind; xi) Christ’s dominion over angels, authorities and powers on earth and in heaven; xi) the name Jesus Christ above every other name; xii) and despite His pre-knowledge of the honour His heavenly Father conferred upon Him, Jesus the Lord nevertheless humbled Himself in obedience to God6. In conclusion, we extend four Spiritual promises and three Spiritual gifts are given to believers - i) a Spiritual foundation and inheritance; ii) fruit-bearing capabilities; iii) son-ship; iv) joy and gratitude towards God. ANY PERSON who wishes to subject their heart, soul, body and strength to the Wonder that is Jesus the Saviour who with authority gives you Salvation, may ask Him to forgive your sins and He will. 





 


Footnotes





1	In seriatim [Psalm 139:1-6; 27:5; 36:5; 45:2-3; 8:1-3; 104:1-29-32; 148:1-9; 81:1-2;  33:4; 111:1-10; 145:21 and 93:1,2,5; 42:8; 130:1ff; 66:1-6;  23:1ff; 141:1-9; 89:14; 99:4-5; 96:1-6 and 76:1ff].   


2	Moses’ staff turned into a snake and swallowed the magician’s rods; a river turned into blood; frogs were sent to punish; thunder, damaging hail, and lightning related the displeasure of God towards 	sin; locusts were sent against wickedness; as a sort of consommé of Victory, the sea divided into two pieces of land with a dry middle path to traverse; and water flowed from a dry rock in the  	middle of the desert, see [Ex 4:2; 7:19; 8:16; 9:23; 10:13; 14:16; 17:5,9].  


3	See [Ex 15:11; Josh 3:5; Judg 5:5,20,31; Ps 77:14; Da 4:3; Joel 2:30 read with Ac 2:17-21; 6:8].   


4	Scripture advanced the Lord answered by fire at memorable moments and for good reason - at commencement of the Priestly ministry; in victory of Elijah’s proof that Jehovah is Sovereign over all 	lesser gods – the name Elijah meant ‘My God is the Lord’; at the building of an altar purchased for worship by king David in honour of Jehovah; at Solomon’s dedication of theTemple; and finally, as 	recorded in Scripture, His historical dealings with bullies, see [Lev 9:24;1 Ki 18:21-29,36-38; 1 Ch 21:26; 2 Ch 7:1].  	


5	God the Lord’s blessings are promised to many who sincerely and consistently follow Him. The outpouring of the Spirit of God occurred at Pentecost and the One prophesied by Joel is available 	currently to anyone who calls upon the name of Jesus. At around AD 34-35, Peter’s first public address was cited from the reading in Joel, see [Job 32:8; John 3:16; Joel 2:28-29,32]. 


6	See in seriatim [Jn 17:5,24; Heb 7:3; Rev 22:13; Mtt 28:18; Jn 5:27;6:64; 13:1; 18:4; 19:28; Lk 9:22; 22:37; 7:33; Lk 6:5; 1 Cor 8:6; Jn 3:31; Col 1:18; Heb 3:3; Rev 1:11; Isa 9:6-7; Mtt 8:27; 1 Pe 	3:22; Lk 22:6,9; Mk 11:8; Php 2:8,9]. 


	





Jesus Son of God  -  Brandon Heath [Official Lyric Video] © 2023	


Lord Have Mercy on Us  -  Classical Praise Orchestra, written by Graham Kendrick 1996, Integrity Music © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel in an appropriate Tribute to Christ the Lord’s death and Resurrection, in Part III discuss the subject “Life out of Death”. We read from Luke 9:23-27; Romans 6:4; Galatians 2:20; 3:27; Colossians 3:1-4; Titus 2:13; Revelations 1:17-18. The thaumaturgical focus of Christianity was not death, but Life and Life abundantly and by divine Call there was provided liberty to grow while following the Saviour, since in an unprecedented choice, the Author of Love - Almighty Creator God Himself accepted believers as His own people and set them on the road to being filled with His glorious power. Through Christ any man could enjoy the ambit of a loving relationship and purest form of mutual Love with the Father of our Spirits. Paul writing to the Galatians, described the legal implications of the Kingdom of Christ and His vested power as a special point of interest - legally, God the Lord looked upon all saved people as if they had died with Christ. The old sin-loving nature had been buried with Christ [in the waters of baptism] that when God the Father with glorious power brought Him back to life again, the believer was raised1 too, to enjoy wonderful new Resurrected life. God is looking for faithfulness. He does not need us to get His work done, however He wants us to be faithful and in the result He lifted His condemnation2 and replaced it with justification. Believers were now enveloped by Christ., in union with Him and having the Abiding Guest with His blessed pragmatic impact within the heart. It comes as no surprise therefore, that the Lord Jesus should demand the highest level of commitment from those who choose to follow Him, since firstly, the Lord God had bound Himself with an Oath; and secondly, the Saviour in the flesh, embarked upon extensive preparations via the Cross to effect His central control and management of Salvation - into the Kingdom of God. There is no reason now for any officiated ceremony or sacrifice of any shape or form ever again, to please3 God, however there is a condition that must be met by His modern disciples - give up the control of one’s life to Him to direct and cheer.  It is safe to infer that the entire drama4 of Lord God’s Redemptive Plan for all humankind is portrayed in the entire Scripture and that every nation, culture and tongue will minister to the Lord God’s glories5. A conclusive word on believers who feel despondent. Firstly, a final encouragement to all Churches from the Lord’s Word - “[D]on’t be afraid, though I am the First and Last, the Living One who died, who is now alive forevermore, who has the keys of hell and death - don’t be afraid”. Secondly, many of the Lord’s most faithful servants suffered despondency who were encouraged by God’s Spirit/ Word. Take for example - i) Moses, who when he succumbed the Lord advised him to remember God’s past mercies and miracles; ii) General Joshua, was reminded to consult the Lord everytime he took action since that would save him from making grave mistakes [and notice how the Lord still insisted upon purity and honest prayer during times of despondency?]; iii) Elijah, God’s Spirit actually led out of depression by advising him to rest and eat; iv) David called despondency “a common ailment” and he meditated [not with empty mind] but filled up his mind with the record of God’s goodness to people. In fact David’s Psalms are affectionately called “anti depressants”; v) Job, stated that ‘pain’ lured him inward; vi) Jeremiah, said God re-oriented him when he felt despondent; vii) our Saviour’s disciples, whose faces the Lord noticed had dropped downwards were warmly lifted when He stated His death offered the greatest Hope possible - His path to Glory. The disciples had become so caught up in “political power and military might” they were unprepared for the Lord and Saviour’s reversal of values6. ANY PERSON who wishes to be baptized in water in order to “die [Spiritually] with the Saviour, up into new Life” may ask for Salvation and be baptized at a Church who worships God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit and give your offerings there.   


 


Footnotes


1	Archippus, “fellow soldier” meaning service together, could have been Philemon’s son or an elder at Colossians. Paul included Archippus as recipient of his letter possibly due to the fact Archippus 	could read the letter with Philemon and encourage him. This goes to the wealthy connections Paul had that he was free to send pivotal leadership counsel in the manner he did. Epaphras, 	was well known to the Colossians since he had founded the Church, helped it grow despite struggles with false doctrines. Epaphras’ earnest prayers for the Colossians revealed a strong love and it 	was he who brought Paul news of the Colossian Churches’ condition that led to Paul’s inscriptions. The Colossians met often in their homes, see [Col 1:7; Philm 2].  


2	Conspiracies of Spiritual torpor, “religion by self-effort” were countered by nomianism. Christ’s ethical teachings, injunctions and illustrations helped believers assimilate the Lord God’s perspective 	via the new nature with Saviour’s tangible power operating within the “new Life”, such as –  i) the believer’s conscience was initiated due to implementation of the New Covenant in favour of 	every devoted believer; ii) a steadfast loyalty displayed against all afflictions; iii) continuous praise evinced between Bridegroom and Church; iv) bold assurance was experienced in the sanctity of 	Spiritual fidelity; v) worship and allegiance to the Lord God Almighty plus willing praises to the “Offspring of the woman”; vi) the Saviour was intimately cherished as a Treasure within earthern jars; 	vii) Christian charity evidenced a deepened desire to help another in need; viii) perseverance existed in the presence of a tender heart - Job learned to wait, the patriarchs learned to wait; the Lord’s 	obedient prophets learned to wait, Jesus our Lord waited for His Father’s guidance in accordance with His Will, see [Song of Songs 4:9; 5:6; Col 2:6ff].   


3	When God has given you a task at Church, work, external Company, family, community or career – proceed faithfully and promptly. His Law of Love is written in your heart, see [1 Sam 2:35].


4	More cites, see [1 Cor 15:36; 2 Cor 4:11-12; Col 1:5; 3:3-4; Ac 24:15; Heb 6:18-19; 1 Pe 1:3; Rev 1:18].  	


5	A sinister race who does not acknowledge Jesus Christ the only begotten Son of God, Scripture states will try and rule the world, if they could – however Scripture is filled with the written Word of 	God that says otherwise, and the Lord’s manner is sure, see [Rev 16:1ff, 13-21; 17:1-18:1-24].


6	See [Nu 11:15; Josh 7:7; 1 Ki 19:4; Job 10:1; Lk 24:11].   	


Overcome  -  Elevation worship [Official Lyric Video] © 2023














































































































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today





Graeme and his wife Vel in Part II expound closely on the warmly integrated events of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ - the first fruits of Christ’s soteriological age and the impact the Risen Christ had upon His closest - the disciples. We read from Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2,13; 1 Corinthians 15:30-34. The Old Testament [“OT”] contained many references to God’s resurrection of the dead1. In the New Testament we read of the challenges the disciples faced at the Crucifiction event although Saviour had mentioned the Cross He would bear, at least three times a priori. The disciples did not remember the teaching Jesus gave in terms of His Resurrection, however the religious leaders certainly remembered2. After Christ’s resurrection the disciples’ many questions were answered as Jesus the Lord showed them His proof of Crucifiction [nail-holes in His hands and feet] and related to them as a life-giving Spirit/glorified body in His new form of existence - His glorified body now suited His glorified Life.The disciples were assured that God would not forget them after they died but He would bring them back to life where they too would be full of His glory and strength. This fired them with the enthusiasm of committed servants of the Lord, destined for heaven where they were prepared to risk everything to spread the facts about the Resurrected Christ around the world, that there was now a chance to live with God forever. Relevant facts became immensely important - i) the Sacrifice of Christ was necessary3; ii) Lord Jesus’ power over death was once and for all; iii) His Resurrection gave proof of Eternal Life; iv) due to His authority as God, He gave Eternal Life to many who believed; v) Christ could live in heaven and be in the hearts of the believers at the same time4; vi) Jesus’ message was for everyone who sought Him, who wouldn’t permit social differences to become a barrier to the Gospel; vii) this life on earth now for the Christian became most certainly “a preparation” for Eternal Life - use the world’s things well but sparingly and look forward to the permanence of Eternal Life. In conclusion, we read three truths and four Spiritual facts - Job’s ringing affirmation of confidence - “[I] know that my Redeemer lives and that I shall see Him…not as a stranger but as a Friend.. what a glorious hope!”; the sons of Korah5 demonstrated the veracity of the power of God to receive them from the grasp of death and take them to be with Him; Daniel facilitated the clearest outline of God’s Resurrection where he saw the future where millions of people the Lord God would raise up - some to Eternal Life some to everlasting disgrace6 of the second7 death. ANY PERSON who wishes to have the guilt of their sins removed the only way that is possible - through Jesus the Saviour’s sacrifice, may ask Him to save them by Grace and He will.   


 


Footnotes


1	In the Old Testament [“OT’] David, regarding matters germane to the resurrection power of God, stated joyfully and confidently the Lord God will not leave His loved ones in the grave because every 	one of their days were recorded in His Book. Modern believers are guided by the same light and are assured that God will not forget us but that after we die, due to the fact that death has now been 	defeated He would bring us up to life again to live with Him forever. The Lord God also revealed to Isaiah at around 740 B.C. that in the Lord’s future, those who lay in the dust would rise and sing 	again. Never would the Lord preclude anyone who wanted to have fellowship with Him. Sincere believers today who feel intense pain when the Presence of God “seems to be far away”, be 	heartened that He is closer than we think – and never doubt Him. He is always with us; we will live again, after death. And, just to clinch the lengths the Lord God has gone to in order to let His loved 	people feel His affection and comfort, peruse Ephesians 1 thoroughly in what must be the most comprehensive authority for believers to ground their faith upon. God will be praised on The Day of 	the Lord where Christ establishes His kingdom forever [Isa 26:19; 1 Cor 15:45-58; 2 Cor 3:17; Eph 1:1ff shining your torchlight on verses 3,6, 9, 10, 13,19, 20, 22].  


2	The Pharisees were a religious group who opposed the Roman occupation of Palestine. They also believed in the resurrection and were almost as afraid of the Saviour after His Crucifiction as they 	were before. They failed to understand that no rock, seal, guard or Roman army could prevent the Son of God from Rising again. We see the effort they placed in their fears, specifically later in an 	advocate called Saul, who thwarted every inch of Gospel progress – however the Saviour changed Saul’s heart and “Paul” became the faith’s most fearless ‘soldier’ [Mtt 22:15-17; 27:62-66]. 


3	Lord Jesus, prior to the Crucifiction advanced the theology that “[I] must die, if I do not give My life, then there will be no seed for the future. My death will produce many seeds”, see [Jn 12:23-25]. 


4	Admittedly this is a mystery but those who know the Saviour well, know He lives within them and they appreciate the reality of His Presence plus the glory that the Spirit imparts is far greater 	both in quality and in longevity, than that which Moses experienced. The Lord God gave mankind the Gift of Jesus Christ; and when He gave, He withheld nothing but moved without restraint to 	Love deeply, wholly and continually to Ascension and perpetually in intercession for Christ’s Church. It is thus important to thank the Lord with the proper response of a devoted heart [2 Cor 3:16-18]


5	Qōrah meant ‘baldness’. These musicians and choir leaders, were descendants of the Levite/Kohath clan that rebelled against Moses and died - however these handful of remnant were faithful to 	Yahweh – a fact King David bore in mind when he invited the sacred musicians to participate in his reorganization, whose descendants served in theTemple spanning hundreds of years [1 Chr 6:22].


6	Both righteous and wicked are raised up however the Eternal design for each differs considerably. Daniel’s dramatic words are reaffirmed in his last sentence where the Lord Yahweh Himself 	acknowledged Daniel would rise up again after his ‘rest’ – and so will all people, some to a full share, others to contempt. It is open for believers to urgently plead with the Lord of the Harvest to kindly 	send labourers to share the GOSPEL everyway they can, to pray and invite all men, women and all nations to partake in the Kingdom of God by accepting Christ as Lord and Saviour [Jb 19:25-27; 	Ps 11:7; 49:15; 73:23; 139:17-18; Isa 26:19; Dan 12:2,13].


7	The blessed Lord Jesus spoke of “[E]ternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” – that Scripture regarded with horror. For Salvation, man must pass from death into Spiritual Life [Matt 25:41].





King of Calvary  -  Matt Redman [Official Music Video] © 2023


Sunday is Coming  -  Phil Wickam [Official Lyric Video] © 2023


When we seek You (Just to know You)  -  Vintage Worship © 2019
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Graeme and his wife Veldra in Part I respect the Headship of Christ’s Grace that impacted social structures in the Judean and wider community from at around 4 B.C. to AD 30. We read from Matthew 5:22,28,32,34,39,44 and 6:25 read with Luke 2:41-51; John 2:13-25 and Hebrews 2:11 Regarding Jesus our Saviour, Scripture demonstrated His human life was full and not unbalanced. Saviour had a normal physical and intelligent childhood, He related well to people, He was loved by His heavenly Father and grew up with a solid understanding of Judean1 people. Our Lord developed harmoniously in each of these key areas - physical, mental, social and Spiritual. Jesus placed His own teaching alongside the Word of God as an authoritarian “commentary”, which He handed down to His disciples. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus cited the Law and included His own words, “[b]ut I say to you” - the Lord’s justification for doing so, founded in His Person as the Spirit-anointed Messiah. As the Word of God made flesh, He alone had the weight2 to make such valid statements with respect to the Spirit-inspired Word of God. Likewise, the Epistles referenced His Person3 in contrast to tradition. In his words of caution to the Colossian Church, who was afraid of the unseen, Paul the Apostle abandoned reliance upon the “elders” traditions and advised against falling prey to “philosophy and empty deceits of human tradition and not according to Christ”. To the Galatian Church Paul distinguished between two contrasting forces - wrongful desires and Spirit-led thoughts and declared Christ not only created Christian true tradition but constituted it. In addition, Paul discountenanced the heretic of self-effort religion and secret knowledge; and asserted for an anti-dote - become thoroughly acquainted with the Word of God through personal study, seeing as we are Christ’s Spiritual Family, stand on a sound Bible teaching and activate a zealous reciprocal relationship with the Mighty God. Paul’s elements clearly satisfied Christian tradition - i) Christ’s own words at the Communion table which He solemnly instructed believers to remember; ii) Paul’s interpretation to the re-telling of the Communion message as believers reminded others of Christ’s message of Salvation; iii) the manner of life that flowed4 from Christ’s words. Christ alone holds the answers to the true meaning of life since He is a unique source for the Christian life; everything every Christian needs is provided in Him. Our concluding remark is - by sunrise tomorrow, our actions of today will have become part of our past and our future is shaped by decisions5 made today.  ANY PERSON who wants to listen to the message of repentance and forgiveness of Lord God’s Love may ask in prayer for Christ’s saving Grace and you will never go hungry since He exists forever and will be your “Song” and “Anchor”.





Footnotes


1	Lord Jesus went to the Synagogue as usual, He attended services every week and His example makes most excuses for not attending Church sound weak and self-serving. Jesus regularly 	worshipped His Father in heaven, obeyed the entire Ten Commandments [since disobeying one was disobeying them all - He obeyed all] and was undoubtedly a regular member at all the 	festivals instituted by God the Lord Himself, in fact it was while attending His first Passover in Jerusalem early in His ministry that He observed and out of respect and honour cleared His Father’s 	House of litter commercialism, see [Mtt ch 5,6,7,8,11 for a start, then Lk 2:41-52; 4:16,31].  


2	The Lord Jesus had no need of earthly ambitions to go “higher and higher” since He had not been banished from heaven - Satan had.  Lord Jesus occupies the place of highest honour and dignity 	at Lord God’s right hand, where hundreds of millions of angels worship Him and of whom Isaiah wrote “[G]od’s right hand miraculously divided the sea – that Moses established to this very day”. 	In the flesh, Saviour was fully divine and by the age of twelve was fully cognizant of His pre-determined existence within His Father’s House, judging from His Spiritual response in lieu of His 	parents’ natural concerns ex post  the Passover festival. Furthermore, in terms of the devil, Scripture issues an appropriate warning; the devil has come to earth with hankerings to go “higher 	and higher” – which Scripture further directs will morph into him actually thinking he is God the Lord - against which Ezekiel prophesied, “[d]efiling strangers will be brought against you .. 	and the people of the earth will then see you as you have become, a “horror”, see [Isa 63:12; Ezek 28:7,16-19; Mtt 6:9; 11:27; Mk 4:1ff Jn 5:20].  


3	Soteriologically, Christ was not locked into tradition. Neither did Christ elevate tradition to some sort of tenuous sacred standing. Paul wrote that Abraham was given the promise before any 	tradition came into being. An illustration of a good societal tradition is gleaned from Hebrew law of Succession, inscribed by Moses in terms of womens’ inheritance. Zelophehad who had no sons 	but five daughters, Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah, at around 1406 B.C came to remind Commander Joshua, the military and the Israelite leaders of the Mosaic traditional law of 	Succession in that land bequested to women be allotted equally as the mens’ inheritances were, see [Josh 17:3-4; Mtt 8:10-12; 15:1-2; Jn 15:26-27; Ro 4:10-12].   


4	“New wine” logically ought not to be poured into old wineskins. The Saviour’s Christian tradition provided for an uncomplicated faith. Being too wrapped up in their own affairs and destiny, the 	crowds at around AD 26 had no inkling of Christ’s vocalized words when He publicly promoted a Gentile officer’s faith and his relief when his son, a mere boy was healed, see [Mtt 8:10-11]. 


5	An element that focuses upon the dominant purpose of being Spirit-led. We all have natural desires and they cannot be ignored. We are all controlled by some outside force, condemned by our 	inability to keep the law; if controlled by sin then we are destroyed by potential components of reality springing from the cavilling self-centred flesh. It is encumbent on us that we deal with our 	human ‘fallen’ natures decisively. We thus need to de-centralize in order to follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Remember, the same Lord God who sent the Law is the same God who sent Christ 	and the Holy Spirit - the three are One. The by-product of a Holy Spirit-filled life is one lived in perfect harmony with – your private partnership’s view of you?; your co-member’s view of you?; your 	family’s view of you? None of the above. Scripture assures us that the Spirit-filled life is always in harmony with the intent of Jehovah God’s Law – the Ten Commandments reduced to Two by 	the Son of Man, our High Priest. The fruit of the Spirit references character traits and meeting one’s neighbours needs - not the flesh’s pretense of being good. A person malleable and rich in the 	fruit of the Spirit fulfills the law and is far better than one who observes rituals but has little love in his heart, see [Lk 6:3-5; Jn 1:32; Col 2:4ff]. 





* Highest of Heaven  -  Modern Mountains [Official Lyric Video] © 2022	* Faithful God  -  I Am They, [Official video] Aspire Christian Music © 2020
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Bible Readings - Graeme Fraser & Veldra Fraser for 2023. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom in the Bill of Rights and at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1).





Graeme and his wife Veldra in 2023 continue our weekly observation and brief analysis of the Lord God’s Scriptures in terms of historical, political, social, economic and Spiritual context. There is no-one like the Lord God Almighty. No-one has given of himself with such abandonment to Love and provide Salvation for all nations like He has done. The act of Love in giving His only begotten Son to save mankind is the most awesome example of Love afforded to mankind “. . . [a]nd there are those who follow the Lamb where-ever He goes, whose souls yearn ceaselessly for Him, whose basis for hope is eternity planted within their hearts that flows from the Power of a Life unending”.  The Lord God draws people into His kingdom via Saviour’s irrefragable Cross “[a]s many as turned to Him for assistance, He saved by Grace”. The authority of the Word of God depends not upon the testimony of man but wholly upon God Who is Truth itself, the Author and Finisher of our faith, the Son of Man Jesus Christ, to the flesh a sinless, stainless and perfect Jew of the royal line of David**. Lord Jesus the Redeemer cast Himself unreservedly upon the Mercy of the Most High God because He trusted His Father in heaven and came to fulfill His Law. The wonderfully inscribed historical, poetic, songful and life-style books of Genesis through to Revelation contain the substantive workings of the holy Trinity with power in its application. Christ the Saviour’s deep respect for the Old Testament was clearly evident in the accurate recordal of everything He administered, taught and acted upon. He is the central Person of the New Testament, He is the Churches’ jurisdiction, Sabbath, holy pattern of worship, deliverer, healer of sickness and dear Saviour Brother who steers the Church into obedience - Communion first, and service second. The Spiritual structure of Christ’s Church was established “by the mouth of two or three witnesses” that highlighted the Holy Spirit’s deepest intercessions of love-with-no-restraint, currently realizable thousands of years after the Saviour’s blessed Apostles’ kērygmatic works, with power into our modern hearts too, in which dwells the exquisite, detailed, beautiful and colourful “New Jerusalem”. It is Christ’s purpose the Churches’ lips be filled with Grace, gratitude, praises, worship of Abba Father and who extends His Grace to every culture, creed, tongue and language, showing genuine concern for souls who reject Christ the Saviour, praying to the Lord of the Harvest for their Salvation. We believe the Scriptures that tell us of future events as recorded in the Revelation where, written in great detail are issues concerning the Lord God who deals with evil-doers under His Law since they insist on its operations outside of Grace - therefore, God’s Christ conquers the devil, see [Genesis ch 1,2; Ex 12:3-4; Leviticus 17:11-14; Psalm 108:7; 119:19, 25,105; Isa 8:16; Jeremiah 23:28; Matthew 4:3-4; 26:28; Luke 4:9-11; 24:1-9; John 3:16; 7:37; 10:30; Galatians 1:6, 13-24; 3:1-14; 4:3; Hebrews 9:22; Revelation 1:1-6; 22:12-17]. 


ANY PERSON who wants to be saved and “[w]ash your garments in the water of God’s Word”, must repent of your sins and ask Lord Jesus to save you by Grace - and He shall. 
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 6.	New Bible Dictionary Second Edition, Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship, Leicester, Intervarsity Press, Leicester, England, 1962,


 7.	History of the Jews, Paul Johnson, Harper Perennial, 1987,


 8.	Life Application Bible 1988 First printing, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


 9.	Living History of Israel 1970, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


10.	Living Books of Moses 1969, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


11.	Living Lessons of Life and Love 1968, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


12.	Living Psalms and Proverbs 1967, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


13.	Living Gospels 1966, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


14.	Living Prophecies 1965, Tyndale Publishing House 1988,


15.	Living Letters 1962, Tyndale Publishing House 1988 and Youth for Christ, Tyndale Publishing House 1988.
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17.	Oxford English Dictionary, First Publishing by Oxford University Press, 1928. 


** The etymology for the Hebrew name David is “Da” - darling; “vid” means to be out in front, akin to ‘we did it first’.
















































































Company Law Today





Graeme and his wife Vel with deep respect to the Lord God Almighty, at the time drawing near to the most loved Cross of Christ the Saviour, expound in Part I on Father God’s wonderful, generous Purpose that He Himself1 provided for mankind’s Salvation. We read from Luke 2:11; 19:10; John 3:16-17; Ac 5:31; 1 Timothy 1:15; Hebrews 1:3; 7:25; 9:8. In the history of the Old Testament [“OT”], God’s dealings with His faithful patriarchs who were positioned along His pattern as head of the family were with assumed categorized responsibilities such as the Spiritual official priestly role [Job]2, even sacrificing on behalf of his wife and children. Socially and economically, the family was protected; their needs seen to, the sons were circumcised, the family inheritance was passed to the oldest son, the father found his son a wife3 and he taught his son a trade. In New Testament [“NT”] context, the Lord God is heavenly Father to all believers, whose name must be hallowed, honoured, treated with sacred respect and His opinions must [peremptive] count above them all. Father in heaven knows all about His children, is so close to each one, as Saviour Christ put it He is well aware of the numbers of hairs on each one’s head - which meant He was greatly interested and invited those who loved Him to draw near and approach with their concerns. He protected4, rescued when in distress, supplied all their needs and guided His children in the straight and narrow5 way. Saviour further taught Father God expected honour from His children and believers were to pray along the pattern “[O]ur Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name…”. Paul the Apostle reminded the believers at Corinth that they were bought for a terrible price6 and should thus glorify God. To be brought into God’s family one must be “born from above”. The household of God the Father is the Church of whom Christ is Head. We are henceforth called, the Household of Faith. ANY PERSON who believes in their heart Jesus is Lord and wants to be “born from above” may ask and you shall receive Salvation; by faith you are saved and Jesus Christ will lead you as you pray. We urge you to attend a local Church who follows Jesus the Saviour sent by Lord God and proffer your almsgiving there. 





Footnotes





1	The Saviour came to earth, sent by Father God as Christ the Lord to seek and save that which was lost; and it is Christ the Saviour who is exalted at God’s right hand as Prince of Peace, as Stephen 	clearly gave testimony. It is He who gives forgiveness for sins to Israel. Zechariah stated the “[D]ayspring from on High visited earth”, to save sinners - and like Paul, the Apostles, the Church, He is 	able to save completely those who come to Him because He always lives to intercede for them. His ever-expanding, peaceful government will never end due to the Lord God’s Word that always 	produces fruit, accomplishes for what it was sent and prospers everywhere He sends it - and He does what He wants with it [Isa 46:10;55:11;Mtt 3:16f;Lk 1:78;2:11; Acts 7:55; Eph 1:20; Rev 19:10]. 


2	The core teaching of the book of Job related to the Sovereignty of God. Before God gave the law or appointed priests to officiate sacrifices for the people to bring them close to God, Job acted as 	priest of his home and annually offered a burnt offering early in the morning for his children“[i]f they had sinned against God the Lord”. The burnt offering was a particularly bloody offering that was 	meant to not only cover over sins but it signified a flowing continuity of Mercy. It pays to remember that our Saviour Himself became the burnt offering whereby God the Lord continually shows His 	flowing Mercy to believers to remove their daily sins. If one is sincerely sorry for their sins He is tenderhearted to forgive and heal, see [Job 1:5; Lk 1:50; Eph 2:4].  


3	Scripture canvassed the continuing Patriarchal and Priestly Role Abba Father resides in, where in the OT He used to be known as “Husband” of the Israelites; and in the NT modern period it is well 	established He Himself provided through His Spirit, the means of transforming the Church so that she may exhibit the characteristics of the “Bride” whom He has chosen for His Son, Jesus Christ. 	And, Scripture confirmed the Saviour was instructed in Godliness in that He was “heard” by His heavenly Father; Saviour learned a trade from Joseph, He inherited the family estate [albeit an 	ordinary earthly one at that point] and His teachings to His “little flock” and the Church going forward was that circumcision had value if one kept the law; but that the New Covenant circumcision of 	the heart was effected expressly by the Holy Spirit to all believers, male and female and had the result of voluntary obedience. The author/s to Hebrews pressed for - Spiritual strength; Godly 	conduct; duty towards the weak; right paths; straightforwardness; the believer’s walk, see [Gen 17:10; Ex 2:21; Ps 45; Prov 31:10-30; Jn 3:29; Ro 2:25; 1 Cor 7:19; Eph 5:25-33; Heb 13:1-13].  


4	Father God sees to our Spiritual well being; and those who are not yet saved whom He knows will give their hearts to Jesus the Saviour. He intercedes for – sinners, for weak believers, for enemies, 	for sending of the Comforter [the Holy Spirit], affords extraordinary attention towards the well being of the Church, He does not condemn us - on the contrary continues patiently to intercede, 	continues in Salvation teaching and encouragements, has provided ahead of time, Salvation for any person who wants to be saved, see [Isa 53:12; Lk 22:32,34; Jn 14:16; 17:9; Ro 8:34; Heb 7:25].  


5	The manner and turn of phrase “the Liberator”, was mentioned in Scripture in the NT three times – Luke advanced Jesus’ liberation of a Judean man who was mute, that his voice returned to him; 	Paul, in recounting the work of the same Holy Spirit who created the earth, as releasing those who loved the Lord from the vicious circle of sin and death, and; in preaching the liberating power of 	the Gospel, Paul admonished the Galatians to unfetter themselves from the long list of Jewish laws and ceremonies and not remain in the world system of selfish desires [Lk 11:14; Ro 8:2; Gal 5:1].      


6	The Blood of a lamb sprinkled upon the altar, Jehovah’s priests were permitted to use personally. Jesus stated the believer was a royal priesthood, which meant that where God had provided the 	only acceptable standard for His worship - the Lamb’s Sacrifice, of whom John the senescent Apostle spoke as “[H]e poured out His Lifeblood” – all believers may use Spiritually/personally the Blood 	shed by Christ to obtain God’s Mercy and in line with that of David’s royal household where David the king, when he took a mis-step, realized that true royalty was characterized by faithful obedience 	[his moving, heart-rending words of repentance] to the most royal of all, the King of Kings of the Kingdom of God, see [Ex 29:19-21; Ps 51:1-7; Matt 3:2; Lk 22:20; Ro 5:5; Heb 9:8; Rev 15:3]. 





The God I Know  -  Love and the Outcome, Wow Music  © 2017	


The Heavens are Telling  -  Joseph Franz Haydn © 1769, written when Church blessings for a Symphony were greatly sought, Academy of St. Martin in the Fields, United Kingdom 1974/1988.
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Graeme and his wife Vel recognise that God’s Mercy meant His pardoning power that caused the kind of life-changes where believers were peremptively instructed to not “hate” but ask for Mercy, even for their enemies. We read from 2 Samuel 13:21-24; Numbers 10:35; Matthew 1:2;1 John 2:12-13 Luke 10:33; John 4:7; Hebrews 12:15. Documented in Scriptural history earlier than 2166 B.C. to at around 586 B.C. - bequethed patrimonial assets, special legacies, contemporary deeds of adoption, an oral promise of bequeathment upheld in court, inheritance of a paternal estate, birthright, viva voce family blessings and finally New Testament genealogical listings1 inscribed at around AD 4 [and further documentations]. Intertwined within the Old Testament experience was inscribed the word “hatred” where e.g. a birthright was stolen or where a family blessing favoured only one child that affected lifestyles, some for good others unfortunately not. And the Scriptures have always issued life lessons accordingly, such as - i) each one is always responsible for one’s own actions; ii) security does not lie in possessions; iii) all we do is woven into God’s ongoing plan; iv) those who “use” people will find themselves used; v) the circumstances of life matter less than our response to each one; vi) God is in control far beyond the immediate situation; vii) nothing can or ever has stopped the plans of God. Scripture leads the way in answering the most pertinent questions about “hatred” - a) in the case of incest, hatred led to revenge, family turmoil and utter disaster as Absalom’s unchecked hatred for his brother turned to murder and it fell upon Jonadab to bring King David comfort.; b) Hatred can bind a person to his sins e.g. after being refused the trade of a vineyard, Ahab hated the vineyard owner, became sullen and angry until Jezebel took matters in hand and wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with his seal, addressed them to all the civic leaders and demanded they put the vineyard owner under a false trial and execute him. Thereafter she presented the vineyard to Ahab, however God’s prophet Elijah sent Ahab messages of God’s stern displeasure and Scripture recorded Ahab filled with hatred accused God’s servant of being “an enemy”. Ahab repented in deep humility and the Lord God “heard” and healed2; c) hatred can grow like a long weed root and build up to an obsession that corrupts the life that issues from the heart; d) Being consumed with hatred meant that Haman had scant capacity to enjoy the honour of being invited to the Queen’s banquet and when his hatred reached exhorbitant proportions, he fell to the very punishment he attempted to exact for others. Scripture warned believers to watch out that bitterness did not take root since as it grew it caused deep troubles and misery; e) why did David say he “hated his enemies”? David’s hatred for his enemies emanated from his zeal for God the Lord’s honour. His hatred against evil was a desire for God’s righteous justice and thus distinguished from personal hatred for something unclaimed4; f) is there ever a time for hatred? Solomon the King wrote there was a time for love and a time for hatred. Hatred is appropriate only in very particular circumstances. The secret to peace with God is to seek Him and appreciate His perfect timing5; g) hatred prevents God’s message from getting through. Jonah hated the Gentiles and was afraid they might get saved and God would favour6 them and love them, too; h) why did the religious leaders hate Samaria? At around 722 B.C. three main regions divided Israel - Galilee, Samaria and Judea. Samaria the city had been the capital of the N region, built by wicked Omri, when a barbaric nation conquered it leaving only the poorest with re-settled foreigners who intermarried and became the race “Samaritans”. The “Samaritans” were fondly known for their “lively Damascan bazaars” however later, at around AD 26 the place was beseiged with Roman culture, an Institutional polemic and developing antagonism. Jesus Himself went to Samaria and offered water at the well, Salvation, plus He further commanded the spread of the Gospel there - a cause Philip took up. The Saviour’s parable of the Good Samaritan seemed startling only because the crowds themselves had not forgiven and been forgiven. More citations7. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour may ask Jesus to save them and He shall. 


 


Footnotes


1	Our Saviour was prōtotokos – a phrase that allows for the fact there were children born to Mary thereafter. He was first-born of new creation after being raised 1st from the dead [Matt 1:25; Col 1:18].


2	The same God who forgave Ahab, one of the most wicked kings in Israelite history, will forgive any person who repents of sin, no matter how evil one has been, see [1 Ki 21:1-29].


3	God works quietly and patiently throughout all of our lives. His involvement is not a co-incidence but a detailed Plan that works everything together for our good. Bitterness must [peremptory] be 	confessed as sin. Get rid of it. Ignoring it, or “[l]ive well in revenge” is not the answer. Making superficial changes in behaviour is not enough. If bitterness is not completely rooted out it can re-appear 	and make matters worse.  It is better to be reminded of the consequence of one’s obedience and know God is pleased, than to have guilt all your life [Esth 5:9-6:9].


4	God will deal with all people. It is not open to any person under Grace to exact revenge. If we truly love God then we will be deeply hurt by one who disparaged and rejected Him and/or His Christ. 	David asked God to scrutinize his heart and mind, point out wrong motives that might have been behind his strong words. Lord Jesus put it this way – pray for those who denigrate you, so that they 	may turn to God before He judges them, see [Ps 139:21-24; Matt 5:44].


5	We should not hate evil people, but hate the acts of evil they do. Hating an evil person precludes them from hearing about God’s Love so that they can change. We should also hate it when people 	are mistreated, left hungry, children going to bed unfed and when God is dis-honoured. In addition we must really hate sin in our lives, confess it as sin and have God remove it [Ps 5:5; Eccl 3:8]. 


6	God had not asked too much from Jonah. Jonah’s absence of conscience [sleeping soundly in the ship’s hold while a storm raged overhead on the deck], did not mean he had acted rightly. Jonah 	had run away from God and yet was stopped in his tracks by the Lord Almighty’s voice. God corrected him and the city that was once cruel, that Jonah once hated, was saved, see [Jo 1:1-12].  


7	See more citations [Ge 25:27ff; Dt 16:22; Ps 34:21; Ecc 3:8; Ho 9:15;1 Jn 3:15].


Rise up  -  Faith Essien © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly interpret a central point asserted in Scripture that pronounced the Lord God’s foreknowledge of Salvation saves mankind. We read from Numbers 23:19; Luke 1:76; 19:36-40; John 14:2-3; Romans 2:1; 15:33; 16:24; Hebrews 10:19.  Against the background of Genesis - the Old Testament [“OT”] book of Beginnings that bonded to the whole drama of man’s pre-purposed Redemption, the Lord God Almighty referenced Himself as “Us”1 in a demonstration of Unity of Love. In the New Testament, access to Salvation came via the ‘sent’ Fore-runner, Lord Jesus who fulfilled the Law and continues forever. Specifically, on the Lord God’s side of the relationship, He pre-knew creation and showed concern for Life’s dynamic processes in Omniscience, His Right Hand and Might and it is apt, that the knowledge of God’s Love was only possible because He called mankind to a participatory role. This was demonstrated in the OT for His glory - i) the “life insurance” of Exodus, where the blood of a Lamb [foreshadowing Christ] protected the lives of God’s new nation; ii) the plan of God established via the Year of Jubilee2 - meant for the permanent removal of poverty from society; iii) “divine re-inforcements” seen by Elisha and due to his earnest prayer-request observed by his bolstered servant as a “hill full of mighty angels of the armies of God”; iv) the dependable Ruth3 who supplied the family tree for the greatest of OT kings in Hebrew history, King David; v) Nehemiah, [likely a eunuch], who was pre-purposed to persevere amidst rigorous opposition and who rightly imposed upon Ezra interpretation of the Law that allowed pledged obedience4. In the NT, Scripture conflated relevant transliterated accounts firstly, to the heavenly Father’s fulfilled promises in His Son and secondly, the Apostolic synedoche commitment and extra-ordinary kērygmatic progress under the historic Christ’s sending of the Promise e.g. - i) the Great Commission of God’s wider Redemption mission; ii) Communion - pre-purposed participatory invitation into the “real Person and real Self” of Jesus Christ; iii) Paul’s soteriological treatment of “dying to live”- that assured believers of Abba Father’s tender concern; iv) the Redeemer’s pre-purposed death under God’s judgment, swapped so that humans could, by belief live by His Grace; v) the Hebrews’ corpus regarding the Pilgrims’ vision5 of the Light of God’s Promises seen with “eyes of faith”; vi) John the minister expressing thanksgiving joy for re-born hearts; vii) Jude’s deep understanding of the shape and form of the Lord’s pre-purposed Protection, who alone is God and saves through Jesus Christ that enables endurance to this very day; viii)


consummation of God’s prescribed time and there is at that point no turning back - His judgments are now no longer partial but complete. We conclude by noting two pre-purposed truths and one Spiritual fact - i) be amazed at God’s pre-determined plan that the entire earth and mankind were created to praise Him and to enjoy the Lord [in a basic mood of ceaseless praise]; ii) during all the Scriptural apostasies, the secret deceiver, Satan demonstrated delusions, manipulations, denigrated life and as a consequence completely fooled those whom Scripture stated “God would allow to take in the lies with all their hearts and all of them will be justly judged for enjoying falsehood and for saying ‘no’ to the Truth6”. 


*Citations available from NT i) to viii)7. ANY PERSON who wishes to respond to the revelation that is Jesus Christ, acknowledge He is Lord of Lords, you may ask Him for Salvation.   


 


Footnotes





1	The hallmark for the working Trinity was it’s three-fold nature. Scripture illustrates with clarity the Lord God is distinct from His creation, He is eternal and in control of the earth and Universe because 	He owns it. The vast galaxy we live in, spinning at an amazing 490,000 miles an hour takes 200 million years to make one rotation and the complex sea of spinning stars, makes it evident the Lord 	is One of remarkable order and efficiency. God’s Spirit was actively involved in Creation and re-birth of every believer for the sole purpose of rendering continual praises to the Lord God – clarified by 	the Saviour as He stood by the Mount of Olives “[i]f you keep quiet, the stones themselves will burst out in good cheer towards the Lord God”. Man’s every breath depended on the Spirit of the 	Father in heaven He Himself breathed into us. Rituals in the OT were pre-purposed for critical lessons of purification and education however what was once practised with ultimate importance, as 	idolatry seeped in, became a veneer of indifference, condemned by the Lord’s prophets. God, through Christ pre-purposed new hearts, a new heaven, a new earth and a new Jerusalem. The Lord 	God is telling us that praise delights Him, see [Dt 27:7; Jb 26:7-14; Ps 89:5;104:30-35;108:5;150:6; Isa 65:17;Jer 33:9; Mtt 5:5,16; 21:16;Ro 15:7; Heb 13:15; Rv 5:13; 21:1].  


2	The ownership of God alone is absolute. Scripture stated that neglecting the poor was sin. Poverty was not allowed in Israel. Lord God wanted His Children to avoid materialism and be responsible 	to help and house the needy. That was most difficult to do and there is no indication in Scripture that once every fifty years, the year of Jubilee was ever carried out, see [Lev 25:1ff; 8-10]. 


3	The book of Ruth was neither a political pamphlet nor an anti-separatist tract. It contained historical value and depicted overruling providence coupled with a humanitarian plea on behalf of a 	childless widow in order for her next-of-kin to assume responsibility for her; and the Grace of God is well documented in Boaz’s kind instruction to his labourers and the iconic “[M]ay the Lord God 	of Israel under whose wings you have come….bless you for it”, see [Ru 2:12,15-17].


4	The Saviour, the Prophets, Psalmists and Apostles elaborated frequently regarding a feature of Lord God’s character - endurance [Ps 72:17;Prv 12:19; Da 2:44;1 Cor 4:12;Heb 12:7;Rev 13:10].


5	Faith reveals that God does more for His people than could ever be realized through human sight alone, see [2 Ki 6:16-17; Rev 3:14].  


6	It is easy to mistake God’s patience for approval of the wrong way that people live.The onus is on believers to open up to God and by confession allow Him to remove sin [1 Jn 1:9;Ro 2:4].


7	See [Exodus 12:13; Ruth 1:16; 2 Kings; 6:17; 2 Kings 6:17; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Mark 16:15; Galatians 2:20; Titus 2:14; Hebrews 11:13; 3 John 4; Revelations 11:15].


	 


Christ our Hope in Life and Death  -  The Worship Initiative [feat. Shane and Shane] (Lyrics video) © 2020  
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Graeme and his wife Vel as labourers in the Lord Jesus, analyze aspects of transformation according to the completed work of Jesus Christ where at the Ascension He “[r]aised the believer from death to life”. We read from Genesis 1:2; Isaiah 5:1; John 14:26-27; 16:7-8; Colossians 1:13; 2:8, 16, 19, 20. In His letter at around AD 60 to the Colossians, Paul’s1 adjurate was that there was a vital link of Peace between the believer and God directly due to the Supreme reign of Jesus Christ. This lead to Paul’s account rendered of the deity2 of Jesus the Saviour, that in His role as High Priest He had offered up His own Life and via a new way going forward brought believers near to God by His blood; and in the jurisdiction of His blamelessness the Apostles and the Church, acted on the ground of approval3 and forgiveness from Abba Father God. Paul taught that there was only one appropriate way to the Father and that was through [Isaiah’s words] the ‘tender plant’ despised and rejected by men. Paul inscribed God had transmitted the believers out of darkness over across into the kingdom of the Son of His Love. The New Testament has an interesting feature. In all its teachings, it focuses entirely on Life, the word for ‘death’ used primarily in conjunction with the Resurrection, in that Christ was raised from death to Life. Scripture depicted the devil as always subject to God’s overruling and it is well noted that Christ defeated Satan in his sphere of negation of life, where in Christ’s death Saviour put away the vicious circle of sin and death once-for-all. The extent of this is that death in itself, to the believer is no more than a sleep because Scripture continues to speak of a glorious future and glorious present, the believer already having passed into Life. Proffered are many examples4 taken from the blessed Life of Christ to encourage - i) the believer is “[f]ree from the law of sin and death”; ii) Lord Jesus valued reformation above ritual, therefore sent the Promise of God; iii) as the Lion the Lord Jesus proved by His obedience worthy to break the seals of the Scroll; and as the Lamb of God and perfect sacrifice He would save us from the terrible events revealed by the Scroll; iv) living in Christ meant simply staying very close to Him in daily fellowship, thanksgiving and praise; v) the universality of Christ’s Salvation, believers kērygmatically take to all the nations - an onus unrecognized by the world since it cannot see the Holy Spirit; vi) the Resurrected Christ’s enemies including death, will be conquered when Christ comes in His Father’s glory; vii) since believers know that Christ rose again they are convinced that at His 2nd Appearance all the Christians who have died in Christ will be alongside Him. You are going to see all those who died in the faith, filled with Life and standing alongside Christ the Lord and be re-united with them. In conclusion, we point out that the believer’s total identity5 as a new man or new woman in union in Christ, is in addition “co-heir” with Christ whose reign pertains to Life Eternal. ANY PERSON who wishes to answer God’s call as He opens wide the gates of Salvation for you - just where you are, you may ask Jesus to save you by Grace and He will if you are genuine.  


 


Footnotes





1	No person, apart from Saviour Himself, has shaped the history of Christianity quite like the Apostle Paul. Paul, previously steeped in a rich tradition met Jesus the Saviour on the road to Damascus 	where the Lord broke into Paul’s life and took him “from death to life”. Noted, the Psalmists observation of God’s protection that correlated with the Saviour’s preaching at around AD 26 “[p]rotect 	by 	Your right hand the Vineyard You raised for Yourself” and Christ by the saving of Paul protected the Church whereupon He called Paul as His witness who through the Holy Spirit, led the Church into 	the antonym of temptation – into the truth of God by conviction of sin, see [Ps 80:15; Jn 14:15,17,19, 21;15:1,11-27; 16:7].


2	Since Syncretism had infiltrated the Colossian Church at around AD 60, Paul unmasked false teaching saying it had the face of wisdom but was useless to the saved soul due to the fact it diluted 	rather than strengthened the faith. His theological contribution was that their festivals and art had become hazards in that they were “[e]mpty observances amidst pagan speculation”. Legalism in 	many shapes and forms still attracts many people today. One of the words for the three preceding letters of legalistic - aside from the obvious physical body part, was translated as ‘robe’, that spoke 	of some sort of authority to bind; and the two categories proffered in Scripture were - a) the legalistic worship of Creator God that until the Incarnation of Christ with Promise, were called mere 	‘shadows’ that He fulfilled, and bound believers to Him; b) the disconnect that Paul argued for as between the false teachers and Christ meant they spoke false things about Him and oughtn’t to be 	trusted. Colosse formed a triangle with two other cities – Hierapolis and Laodicea that eventually engulfed Colosse with one that incorporated a Church at Laodicea, addressed by the “Amen, the 	Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God’; “[I] know your works that you are neither hot nor cold, you are lukewarm therefore I will spit you out” [Jn 14:6,19; Rev 3:14f].   


3	Once saved into the availability of God’s goodness, Jesus gives the believer peace of mind and heart and simultaneously showed that all those who loved and obeyed Him, He would reveal the 	Father in heaven’s glory. Unfortunately the world’s unbelief in Jesus Christ was viewed by heaven as sin. The world had rejoiced at what happened to Christ at the Crucifiction but the disciples wept. 	Only when those in the world confess their sin will God’s righteousness be revealed to them, see [Jn 16:10-11, 20, 33]. 


4	Paul, Peter, John, James, Jude and author/s to Hebrews encouraged the believers to hold their conviction in the prescriptive truth of Scripture for application. It is interesting that the Ark of the 	Presence of God in the Old Testament carried the Children of Israel across and over to their victories; and now the Presence of God, Jesus Christ carries believers over and across into the victory of 	Eternal Life in God the Father. Believers can thus stir up the goodness, peace and joy from the Holy Spirit, which is done through the hope that Abba Father has given us that is Christ our Saviour, 	see [Jb 2:6; Lk 12:5; Ro 8:2; 14:9,17; 15:13; 1 Cor 15:26; 1 Thess 4:14; 1 Jn 3:14; Rev 5:5-6].


5	The Trinity spoke in Genesis, saying “[L]et Us make someone like ourselves, in our likeness”. The plural it has been suggested pertained to majesty. Let mankind be a reflection of how glorious 	God is, how wonderful, how Creative He is in being loving, kind, forgiving, patient, faithful. Believers walk in confidence that they are special and worthy of infinite value to the Lord God [Gen 1:26].


	


Jesus Is Better  -  Austin Stone Worship [Lyric Video] © 2015
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Graeme and his wife Vel, for reasons of ancient origin and Grace, examine the meaning of the Scriptural doctrine “[a]nd God has exalted Him [Christ the Lord] to His right hand at the place of highest honour in heaven..” We read from Exodus 15:2; Judges 5:4-5; Job 41:11; Psalm 30:1; Matthew 21:19; Acts 2:33; Ephesians 3:19; 2 Thessalonians 2:4. In the context of pre-Creation and in the light of all circumstances, the Lord God’s authority existed pre-Creation where He Himself has declared “[N]o-one preceded Me that I should owe anyone anything.. everything under heaven is Mine”1.  At the outset of many of their deliverances and journey through to the Promised Land, the Children of Israel learned firsthand of the Lord’s Strength2 - and music played an important part in their responsive expressions of love and thanks everytime He creatively “opened a way”. David the king inscribed the scope of God’s love at a time where earthly security was uncertain, saying that his Lord would save David from his enemies and David would exalt Him, who in addition observed “[p]romotion and power come from nowhere on earth, but only from God - He promotes one and deposes3 the other”.  We turn to the New Testament, where Peter the Apostle’s public proclaimation, ex post the Pentecost infilling, expressed a narrow view of the praiseworthy Christ and in the result the Holy Spirit evidenced with power to testify, highly exalt and applaud Jesus the Saviour with great effect as many commanding miracles and signs were witnessed by thousands each day. Paul the Apostle’s leading thoughts pertaining to Christ’s exaltation were considered in the fullest4 of terms.  The heavenly hosts of the Lord God bow, obey and praise Christ who is seated with incomparable power5. Paul predicted the anti-Christ would defy every god there was and would tear down every object of adoration6. In conclusion - we must continue to work and spread the wonderful news of Salvation so that even more people may be prepared in their hearts and souls to receive Christ, reminding them too, that the Holy Spirit says in that one Offering, Christ who is seated at God’s right hand made us perfect forever in the sight of God7 and that the Messiah’s patient sufferings deserve our highest praises. for ANY PERSON who desires to saved by the Grace of Christ, must repent of sin and as confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour - you shall be saved grounded upon His own perfect Sacrifice. Thank the Saviour for Grace. 





Footnotes


1	The acme of the Lord God’s declaration is that He owes no-one any explanation for His actions. Faith requires an everyday relationship with the Saviour who wants us to live God’s particular pattern 	so that He alone is exalted. He is aware of our every hope in every situation and will open doors of opportunity where others in need of God’s tender care could be taught the doctrine of Christ 	extolled. Suffice it to know, the Lord seeks humble worshippers and He lovingly carries His Children of Light through to Eternal Life by placing their trust in His timeline, see [Job 41:11]. 


2	Moses’ words ‘[H]e is my father’s God and I will exalt Him” spoke of generational adoration; Deborah’s persuasive, epic, songful poem across a broad canvass exalted and distinguished the Lord in 	not only His strength [“volcanic”, the Word she used] but also in His Creative, providential activity – and it meant that since God the Lord created all nature, all nature was at His disposal when He 	settled His enemies. Deborah’s song, inspired by the Lord lifted the hearts and voices of God’s people up and outwards in relief, see [Ex 15:1-11,15].  


3	In the sporting world it has been said “a good offense is a good defense”. However to apply the Word of God to one’s life meant to recognize God was our strength, shield and that where He rescued 	and helped us navigate wisely through matters in our lives, He must always be exalted at the instance of every victory. The approach was considered by Christ the Saviour as He addressed the 	prescribed time of the Lord, where it would be common cause that the abundant luxury, domination, deceptive control, abominations and filthiness of the system of Babylon* were evident more so 	than ever before, the Lord God would conquer the system of Babylon with acclaimations from the followers of the Lamb slain, to His victory, see [Mtt 23:12; Rev 17:15-18; 18:2,6,7,8; 19:1-10].  	*Babylon’s war tendencies were meant to eradicate customs from one generation to the next, sic.  


4	It was Paul’s crisp testimony that in Christ dwelt all the fullness of the God-head bodily. Paul was “in-Christ”, therefore he was a new complete, true and guileless servant who embodied the Love	of 	God and strong human sympathies. Paul’s position was that each believer in Christ must willingly accept whatever edifying suffering God may send to “[f]ill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 	afflictions of Christ”. Paul’s pinpoint testimony was life-changing since he proscribed self-proclaimation and exalted Christ as Supreme Head of the Church, the Messiah, God’s anointed One with 	ultimate authority over the world, see [Eph 1:20-22; Phil 1:20:1; 2:9; Col 1:24; 2:10].		


5	Note, the Psalmist’s true account of WHO is at the right hand of Lord God Almighty, WHO has authority to rule - and WHO is going to conquer evil with [Deborah’s words] volcanic strength..	Note then, further, the reaction of one of the Lord God’s heavenly host, an angel from whom the senescent Apostle John heard - and the angel’s guidance when John inadvertantly wanted to 	worship him, who reminded John to keep his eyes on the exalted Christ! To the Philippians, Paul spoke of “[C]hrist being fully God who always existed with God” and in the flesh at around AD 26, 	although limited in space and time only, He cursed the fig tree to end the Law as a means to Salvation by works. Jesus Himself, while on earth continued at many junctures to exalt His Father in 	heaven, the doctrine received  by those who loved and followed the Lamb of God, see [Ps 110:1; Mtt 21:19; Phil 2:5-8; Heb 1:14; 1 Pe 3:22].


6	Already at work and clearly visible today in the modern era. Paul urged believers to ready themselves for anything that might threaten their faith. We do not need to be afraid of what lies ahead, just 	be knowledgeable, fellowship in a relationship with Christ the Saviour and embrace Him with our daily thanks and praise – the Church in unity, see [Mtt 22:41f; Phil 2:1-5; Heb 12:2].  


7	It was customary for the priests of the Old Testament to stand while officiating the sacrifices, however Christ the Saviour and High Priest is seated therefore this is symbolic of the end of the 	Sacrificial system of approval by works - however in the era of Lord God’s Kingdom it was not the end of our Saviour’s function as High Priest, see [Heb 10:11; 1 Jn 5:6-9].


	 


The Lord God’s point of reference is the Cross - thus we thank and exalt Him day and night, for the everlasting jurisdiction of the Cross..Hebrews 7:6





Multiply  -  Songs for Revival [Feat., Peter Stauffer] © 2022
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Graeme and his wife Vel in accordance with our belief, proffer a brief, theological synthesis on what Scripture meant by “to walk by faith”. Faith was a belief or confident attitude in the the Salvation provision God afforded humans. We read from 1 Sam 13:14; Job 11:7; Isaiah 25:9; Matthew 4:23-24; Acts 1:4; Romans 3:21; Philippians 3:1-14. To trace non-exhaustively the development of Scriptural faith, it is noted that David, who knew1 God, sang a Psalm where he found refuge “[i]n the shadow of Your wings” [wings - power]. David ascribed to God faithfulness and justice, saying God had kindly poured out His Love on all those who depend2 on Him. Isaiah, a major prophet at around 740 B.C. reverently prophesied of a glorious scene that included joyous3 Salvation, where the Presence of God would be present around His people - crystallized in Scripture’s portrayal of Christ who opened the gates of Salvation so that all who loved God and His will, were welcomed to dwell with Him and fellowship with Him forever. Matthew the disciple at around AD 26, inscribed at the commencement of Christ’s ministry, that His healings and miracles were earnestly talked about and the people cross-border knew of the Saviour’s preaching. The word was out and Syria was the first nation to receive the Saviour’s miraculous healings plus they received hope, peace of heart and Eternal Life at the gentle touch of the Lord as they brought their weak and sick to Him. In Acts, Luke the technically detailed historian, in faith gathered valuable information from which today’s disciples of Jesus learn many important truths - springing from one of the Lord’s post-Resurrection meetings with His disciples, He discussed the matter of the Holy Spirit - “[d]o not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the Holy Spirit to come upon you as promised by God our heavenly Father” and Oh, the wonder of a small seed of faith in that the Gospel of Christ would from the moment of infilling, not be limited to one location but spread further to all the nations who might be given a chance to give their hearts to Jesus the Saviour, too. Paul4, at around AD 57 to the Roman congregation, identified a strategy that overcame the world - their faith in the Lord Jesus. In Paul’s letter of Grace he advanced “[G]od says He will accept and acquit us - declare us not guilty if we trust that Jesus Christ has completely removed all our sins - we all can be saved in this way”. Paul told the Philippians, faith that counted in Christ alone was the only means to Salvation and that faith5 made us right with God. In conclusion we point out the eschatological faith of the Church. The Lord Jesus is advising the Church that Spiritual preparation would not be able to be bought or borrowed at the last minute, which meant we should in Love always be ready for His unannounced6 return and that during the waiting time He would like it if we took care of - a) His people who follow Him; b) His work, within the Church and outside of its borders kērygmatically. Where-ever obedient Christians can be of help to a fellow believer, they must do it eagerly and cheerfully as if the Lord Himself was standing there. ANY PERSON no matter who you are or what you have been like, may ask God for Mercy by accepting that Jesus Christ has taken away your sins; ask for Salvation and you will be saved; then act upon it by your baptism in water, in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 


 


Footnotes


1	“Knowing the Lord” today is acquired through – i) re-birth of the whole Person; ii) as one read and acted upon the Scriptures; iii) one’s own daily experience in faith with the Lord.This cannot be 	attained through any other means. If you have not been born again and baptized in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, then you cannot enter heaven since mental 	knowledge alone produces pride - an attribute God hates, however, you, a human being who seeks God may still be prayed for that God would show His Grace to you and if you are genuine, He 	shall. God shows Himself via nature, man’s conscience; history, providence, the Scriptures [Dt 6:20-25; Ps 36:5-10; 46:10; Dan 2:21; Jn 8:31-32; Job 11:7; Ps 19; 119:1ff; Ro 1:19-20; 2 Cor 5:21]. 


2	Those who are naturally strong, attractive or talented often find it easier to trust in themselves than in the Lord who gave them these gifts in life. Remember to thank God for what you are and have	so that your trust does not become mis-placed, see [Gen 49:18; 1 Sam 13:14]. 


3	Consider the attestations of their faith – “[w]e have waited for You”, “[Y]ou smooth the road before us”; “[a]ll we have and are, has come from You”; ‘[w]e worship You alone”; “[b]e our strength each 	day and in the day of trouble save us” which revealed that there is daily strength provided and further when troubles hit, there was an abundance of Salvation blessings when they called to God for 	help. Quite unlike the obscenely wealthy who have to keep a check on their wealth hour by hour…and have no-one they can call when monetary troubles hit, see [Isa 25:2-3; 26:1-6,8,9,12; 33:2]. 


4	Paul was confronted by the Risen Christ in a vivid manner on his journey through Damascus. He was converted through the prayers of Christ’s disciple, Ananias in obedience to Saviour’s 	instruction in Damascus, after which Paul started the spread of Christianity in the first great Aramean Church in Antioch from whence all wider Churches spread who preached the Gospel of Christ to  	the nations, Paul himself preaching in Syria and Cilicia. Noted - Abraham was a Syrian whose family were part of the Aramean ethnic stock that left Ur of the Chaldeans at around 2000 B.C.; Isaac 	and Jacob were both Syrian and David the King incorporated Damascus into his kingdom. Syria at a brief period was an enemy only of the N kingdom under their rebellious tear-away from the S 	kingdom. Lord Jesus our Saviour, incidentally, predominately spoke Aramaic, see [Gen 1:38-42; 24:1-67; 28:2-5; Deut 26:5; 2 Sam 8:5; 2 Ki 19:19; Ps 46:10; Mtt 4:23-24; Ac 9:1-20; 13:1-3; Gal 	1:21; see also pg 23 of Spiritual Belief 2022]. 


5	Paul gave up everything to know the Saviour in a more complete way. He considered no other opinion than Scripture and sought only the pleasing Countenance of God when asking for directions 	and showing daily gratitude and praise. Knowing what Christ had in mind for him, fully absorbed every fibre of Paul. He laid aside the harmful to partake of the good, see [Phil 3:1-14]. 


6	A war tactic of the Lord (, that no-one knew the date. Not only did the Saviour canvass loyalty to Him, but that His Scripture lets us know the Lord’s 2nd Appearance will be so swift and sudden there 	will be no time for afterthought, last minute repentance and definitely no time for bargaining with God for your soul. You will see the Saviour’s return for yourself and so will every demon eye. The 	choice one has already made determines one’s Eternal destiny. This is a warning to prepare by faithfully doing the Lord Jesus’ work, see [Mtt 24:40-44].	 	


Hallelujah, the Messiah is here  -  Colleen Weseloh [Official Lyric Video]  © 2023 
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part III humbly analyze Scripture’s dénouement of the character of Peter, the first chosen disciple/Apostle, who dramatically changed society by the power of the Saviour’s Word.  We read from Genesis 3:15; Psalm 130:7; John 14:16-17; Acts 10:34-48; Romans 8:26; 1 Peter 1:18-21; 2 Peter 2:1-9. As a professional fisherman, Peter was in partnership with James and John, sons of Zebedee in business on the Sea of Galilee, who made use of various fishing implements - nets, hooks, lines and at times, a spear. When the Saviour first met Peter, He looked at him intently and re-named him, “Cephas” which meant Rock1. Peter was the strongest and most prominent of the disciples who recognized the Saviour as Messiah through the revelation of the heavenly Father Himself. Peter’s own wife was completely healed by the Saviour and Peter was first to walk on the water with Jesus; he was one of three who witnessed the blessed Transfiguration; he was the first to see the empty tomb, barring Mary, since Jesus appeared to her primarily and he was first of the disciples to see the Resurrected Saviour. Peter knew an inexpressible joy when he saw the Resurrected Saviour, whose flesh appeared perfect in its resurrected form. Peter was first to speak publicly under the Holy Spirit, first to minister to the Gentiles the Gospel of Jesus Christ and first Apostle in Rome. The anointing upon Peter drew pinpoint characteristics peculiar to his testimony of the Saviour’s origin, the Genesis principle - the “Seed of the woman”; “a ransom paid”2; “the issue of the cost of Salvation”, “the Lifeblood of Christ”; “the originality of prophecy”; “the Commission by the Lord Jesus”; the “Masterkey to prayer” and “partners of Christ in His sufferings” are all themes that Peter the Apostle traversed throughout his two Epistles. Here was no pale tight-lipped religion. Peter witnessed the Saviour’s entire ministry and issued strong statements on the inspiration of Old Testament prophets who were obedient to the Lord God’s hope and he stated they could be trusted since what they predicted came true. This was a crucial criteria for Peter, the prediction of Christ and he was  witness to the countless acts of healings and miracles that followed Jesus’ teaching. It was Jesus’ death [predicted by Isaiah] that brought into focus God’s saving Plan, submitted by Him in advance. Peter placed the Apostles in the same category as prophets, since they were similarly commissioned to proclaim Christ to every nation, language and creed, that God’s Kingdom revealed in Christ was on the increase. Peter emphasized that true prophecies were not a collection of fables or fickle human imaginations [marks of childhood], and strongly cautioned the believers to avoid all paganistic philosophies and warped ideas of societal values, to give no regard to such things whatsoever. He wanted his readers to pay attention to the Scriptures3 as their only Source, which at that point in history was collated in Letter form written by the hands of the Apostles and shared among the Churches. Peter relied upon two authorities - a) the trusted inspiration of God the Saviour’s Word, and; b) Peter’s own personal witness of the actual genus of power the Lord Jesus physically walked in with resultant ethical societal changes beginning with the [Peter’s] marital bond. And at around AD 68, an older, wiser Peter proceeded to warn the false teachers who were becoming a bothersome menace - God would not spare them. We conclude with the fact that Saviour, in His generation saw the import of God’s Salvation revealed through Him, according to the perfect timing of God the Lord that comprised Jew and Gentile in one Body to the Church, a sermon Peter broached ardently. ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Saviour, who died publicly so that your soul will be saved, may ask the Lord Jesus to forgive your sins and save you by His Grace.


 


Footnotes


1	Historically, rocks abounded in the terrain of early 1375 B.C. Palestine particularly in the central Highlands, where referenced were places such as the “Rock of Etam” [place of birds of prey] or 	“Rock of Oreb” [where ravens gathered]. Having regard for the sheer mass of these enormous stones, it is no surprise that the Lord God Himself was referenced as the “Rock”, due to His 	unrivalled Strength. In Scripture, Peter the disciple was tempestuous and yet relevant to the early Church formation account, his Apostolic preaching evidenced the Superiority of Jesus Christ as 	highest. In the New Testament, Christ is called the “Rock from whom the Spirit of Life flows” and the Church Capstone where He built up the Spiritual building that is His Church - for purposes of 	worship. Noted too, was that after David’s victory over the Philistines at around 1025 B.C. a stone memorial commemorated God’s amazing victory and was labeled “stones of help”, which John at 	around AD 95 correlated to the saints whom he saw would be “pillars” in God’s Temple in the New Jerusalem. This was of import since a “pillar” – proto aeolic [Asia Minor] or Iconic [Eastern] 	consisted of carved wooden capitals set in stone and reckoned as “supporting help”, was the same title our Saviour introduced the Holy Spirit, 3rd Person of the Trinity as – “the Helper” who helped 	believers bear fruit, support the Gospel and pray for the peace of Jerusalem [Dt 32:4; Jdg 7:25; 15:8; 1 Sa 7:12; Mtt 16:18; Jn 1:42; 4:13-14; Gal 2:9; 5:22-25; Eph 2:20; Rev 3:12]. 


2	At around 1929 B.C. a ransom was money paid to buy freedom for a slave. At around AD 66/68 Peter wrote Jesus paid a ransom for humans since they were unable to pay it themselves and His 	death released believers from the grip of sin. Society at around AD 26 was of the understanding Jesus’ Life and power would save them from Rome, however Jesus had stated in Peter’s/disciples’ 	presence at three junctures that His death would save them from more than Rome – from the helpless drudgery of sin, that mankind was too weak to handle alone; Christ came to help by paying a 	ransom, of whom Paul the Apostle spoke saying “[G]od made He who had no sin, to be sin for us” [Isa 53:1ff; Ro 6:6-7; 2 Cor 5:21; Col 2:13-14; Heb 9:12; 2 Pe 1:1-21].  


3	The way forward Peter inscribed, in order to allay consternation, was that Christ was pre-purposed prior to the formation of the earth to be brought into public view as a blessing to all the nations and 	it was for this very reason the Lord God could be trusted. In other words, the saved could set their boundaries of hope way over into Eternity since the good news of Salvation had not been obscurely 	obtained but was out in full public view and Salvation could palpably be lived. Nothing could impede the Hand of God upon believers’ hearts or diminish Salvation growth or their Sanctification but 	believers must [peremptive] fellowship with Christ the Saviour in gratitude, day and night and share with one another, for with these sacrifices God approves [Ps 8; Mtt 5:10; 16:17; Mk 1:36; 8:32-33; 	10;45; Lk 24:34; Jn 1:42; Eph 1:1ff; Heb 13:15-16;1 Pe 1:25; 2:4,6, 20-25; 2 Pe 3:9]. 


 The Saviour is Here  -  ICF Worship [Official Lyric Video] © 2013
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Graeme and his wife Vel in Part II reflect on God’s pre-destined purpose for Love and Mercy and its impact upon the fabric of Old Testament [“OT”] and New Testament [“NT”] societal structures. We read from Psalm 119: 17-18; 25; 89, 96, 111; Habbakuk 3:1, 17-19; Matthew 11:29-30; 17:20; Hebrews 9:24; 2 Peter 1:5. The OT testimonies are crucial to our understanding inter alia of two things - i) the yoke of mankind is burdensome; ii) Christ the Lord openly invites the unsaved to take His yoke upon you which is light and full of His Life. Both yokes can impact society for the worse or for the better respectively. Firstly, a society that was impacted by man’s yoke is an example taken from Judah at around the period 742 B.C. to 539 B.C.  who, over a lengthy period of paganism, legacies of foreign cults - all basic fertility cults - introduced by four wicked kings, fell away from Lord God’s Law. The prophet Habbakuk’s heart broke when he saw the world around him dying by faction, division and rebellion that emanated as a by-product of fatal characteristic flaws of leadership who had yoked Judah and the N to the plow of Babylon. Troubled by what he saw, Habbakuk anthropocentrically addressed societal darkness by crying out prayerfully to God for answers. Why was there such evil? Why do the wicked seem to be winning? The Lord answered not from an independent rule nor from the need for argument - He crystallized proof of His providential hand that He was more than able to provide a way out for all those who loved Him and the proof was two-pronged - a) “you would have to walk by faith, Habbakuk” and; b) a pinpoint prediction of God’s upcoming judgment against Babylon1. Secondly, societal impact post-exile at around 458 B.C. to 444 B.C. saw a few remnant who returned home under Ezra the Priest. Ezra wrote to rehabilitate and encourage the exiles of Israel’s previous glorious days and give them hope that a Covenant keeping God was faithful. Ezra contemplated two tasks - i) rebuild the Temple, and; ii) grounded upon the reasoning that idolatry had been their downfall in the first place, “[i]ndeed the hand of the rulers and leaders has been foremost in this trespass”, the responsibility had fallen on him to lead God’s returnees plus them who stayed back in Jerusalem, back into the shape and form of true worshippers2. The third societal impact occurred approximately 400 years post-exile that was marked by conquests, divided generals, resistances, murder, under- handed diplomacy, intense royal struggles for ascension and “ambush” of lands beseiged with unwise infighting within their governments. Jesus the Saviour, at commencement of His soteriological ministry at around AD 26, chose a life-style of no financial security, barring kind contributions. The people whom Jesus taught already had a large body of ethical teaching from the Law of Moses which led to His statement He had come to fulfill the Law not destroy it. Saviour chose the way of the Kingdom of God that He declared, led and has already won Scripture stated. He preached non-violence3 and an easy yoke, proving nothing could cancel the Love and Mercy of God. Jesus changed4 society as He addressed - the demon-possessed generally and familial; the self-righteous; the mis-fortunate; He saved and healed families of the military; He proved God did not work the way of enslavement by the elite; Jesus soothed widows; was more well-liked than Herod; He insisted more was expected of followers than the status quo; He showed Mercy to the poverty-stricken and many in need of wisdom; He taught religious leaders correctly that of Mosaic Law an incorrect instruction via oral interpretation had come down the centuries; He applauded neighbourly kindness; and further chose .5% faithful ‘little flock’. In conclusion, three wise Proverbs and a Scriptural truth - of what use are things overlaid with silver and gold that have no breath; a woe to him who increases that which is not his; the rich and the poor are alike in this, they both depend on God for Light. ANY PERSON who wants the Saviour Jesus Christ to bring changes to your heart may ask Him for His Salvation and Grace. Repent of your sins and visit a Church who loves the Saviour, proffering your generous offerings in support of Christian ministry, there. 





Footnotes


1	Society had gone from “Mouflon” [(] to ‘barbarianism’. Assyria had already fallen however the Lord thundered the following woes upon Babylon – i) don’t think you are beyond the reach of danger, 	God’s justice will catch up with you; ii) becoming rich by evil means caused the very buildings around you to cry out for justice and the Lord God heard; iii) Babylon had built many fortified high- 	walled cities with money gained from murders and robberies, the cities themselves used for depravities, however the plans of God were such that the earth would be filled with the awareness of His 	glory and the balance of power exhibited by Babylon would be turned to worthless ashes right where they stood; iv) Babylon had made their neighbours reel and stagger and in the result, the 	Lord God promised an identical retribution. He would bless His people not only with what they needed, He would bless by destroying evil [Isa 14:22; 21:9; 43:14; Jer 50:9; 51:37; Hab 2:6,9,12,15]. 


2	Scripture recorded only a 2.5% returnees, a mere handful. It was obvious that those who remained in Babylon chose to partake of its sorceries but God the Saviour had the remnant. Ezra was a 	priest, lawyer, writer and editor compiler with a high degree of literary skill who drew resources from official Court documents, prophetic narrative, the books of Samuel, Kings, the books of Moses’ 	Law, personal memoirs, a high standard of holiness in writing, fasting and prayer. Ezra chronicled hope and partook of the duty of all God’s people everywhere who have the privilege of ascribing 	- glory, honour, strength, peace and beauty to the Lord God for His wonderful, incomparable Providence, see [Ezra 2:1ff, 64-65;7:6; 9:1;Neh ch 9,10;12:1].   


3	Jesus quelled an insurgent spirit and discountenanced uprisings against Rome, propounding gentleness and peace were more effective than an armed rebellion [Isa 56:7; Mtt 5:20,39; Lk 6:36].	 


4	Jehovah God claimed unqualified devotion in thought and action. When the Lord “enquired”, there was no-one good enough to bring His Salvation to earth. Jesus came and counselled for true 	allegiance. God, who is also called “Jealous” is jealous for our souls and the “sent” Saviour zealously intercedes perpetually at God’s right hand to ensure Abba Father’s adopted sons and daughters 	are appropriately defended and kept for Eternity. It is useful to consider other Scriptural terms that define “zeal” - eagerness, bidden to strive, excelling, doing your very best, earnest, hasten to 	obey, putting in the effort [Ex 34:14; Hab 3:1; Rev 5:3-5; Lk 17:20-27; 2 Pe 1:10; Gal 2:10; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 3:1-2; 4:11; 2 Cor 8:17; Phil 2:28; Titus 3:13; Ro 12:8; Mk 6:25; 2 Cor 8:7-8; Heb 6:11;  	2 Pe1:5; Spiritual Belief pg 54, 2019].		* Halfway Empty  -  Matt Redman [Official Lyric Video] © 2023
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